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PREFACE. 



MAji£iNo woraUip fiuCGeaa but think too little of 
tha means hy wliicb it la atUined. Wlmt toil and 
patience have gone l>efore; what days and nigbis of 
washing and meanness; ho\Ton«n hope deferred Laa 
made lUo heart aick ; how year after year haa dragged 
OQ, and aeon the end still afar olT— all that counts for 
little, if the long struggle do not close in victory. 
And yet in the Lislory of human achievements, it ia 
necessary to trace these bcginniuga step by step, if wo 
Trould leant the lesson they teach, that it ia only 
out of heroic patience and perseverance that any 
thing tnily great js born, 

Tbo object of tbia volume is lo record ibe hifltory 
of a great enlcrpriac, whicb, oAer many disappoint- 
ments, seenB at lasi lo have touched its hour of tri- 
umph- Jt id a work which bos cost ilfi projector twelve 
ycora cf constant toil, and moro tban filly voyages, 
of which two ihirtU have been across tbo Atlantic, 
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and tli6 rest to Newfoundland ; and wTiicli bos been 
pursued in the faco of a thousand difHcuIties, and, 
what was harder still, of a public incredulity, which 
sneered at every failure, and derided the attempt as 
a delusion and a dream. Against such discourage- 
ments nothing couM avail but that faith, or fanaticiem, 
which, believing the incredible, achieves the impos- 
sible. The story of such an enterprise deserves to 
be told The relation of the writer to the principal 
actor in this work, has given him peculiar focilities 
for obtaining information on all points necessary to 
an authentic history ; but he trusts it will not l^d 
him to overstep the strictest limits of modesty. His 
object is not to exalt an individual, but to give a 
faithful record, that shall bear in every line the stamp 
of truth; and to do' justice to aH, on both aides the 
Atlantic, who have borne a part in a work which will 
do so much to link together two great nations, and to 
promote the peaceful intercourse of mankind 

New-Tork, April, 186L 
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CHAPTEE I- 



DlAOOTUfl aP THE \'tV WonLD, BT COLFlfBDS. ReL1.T1T| I'OSIffpJT OP 

rat Tvi> llEuiiiriiBii£i. yEbBBPr Poiktb — TncOnLTiHa lamiiad, 
tuLAjtii iflff KurroiT^DLiKD, PrBdT Scaofiarufs or a saoBiiR « ir 
m EcKors. L^rtiu vr BiaHor Mb^UK;L Tue ELKmbiu Tiu.KUEArH 
Coin-ft^ or Nirifri>Erjtf>LAVn, Ltnoiis Of Mr. V. N. GiAtoftNi, 
Failvu or niK ConrAxr. 

Wn^^ ColEimhus soiled from tliQ shores of Sp^un, 
it was act in searcli of a. New World, "but onlj to finJ 
a nearer path to ibe East, He songlit a western pna- 
eage to Indi^ He hiid come to tito belief tliat the 
earili ysns round ; but be did not once dream of another 
conlmeoi llian tlie three wbicli had been ihe ancieui 
abodes of the bumaTi race — Europe, Aaiu, and Afrioa, 
All llic resl w:i3 'Ubegrcol deep.^' Ucncc lie bcliovcd 
tbat iiecould sail direct from Spain to India; that over 
that space, covering, as he then supposed, one tJiird of 
tUo round globe, tbe bilbw3 rolled without a shore. 
No unilbcovcrcU coiUinent oxblcd ovcq in his imagiQ- 
1* 
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fltion. Nay, after Le had crossed tlie AtkntJOi atid 
descried ihe grccu woods of San S;dTador rising out 
of tLe C:iril>bfuii 3l*Hj be LbougUt he Haw btfore Lim 
f>ue of the islinda of ibe Asiatic coast, Cuba be be- 
iicTi^ed was a part of the maiiiUnd of lodLt ; Hayti was 
the Ophir of Kiug Solomon; nnd whoD, oa a later 
voyage, lie eaiue to iho broad moutli of llie Orinoco, 
and BJiw it pouring its mighty flood into the Atlantic, 
he rejoiced tbnt he bad found tlio great river Gihon, 
which \md its riso in the f^^arden of Bd;n ! Even to 
the hour of iiia death, bo remnincd ignorant of the real 
extent of his rangnificeTit. discovery. It was reserved 
to later times lo lift tba curtain fully from tbo world 
of waters ; to reveal the trae magnitude of the globe ; 
nnd to unite the distant hf^rai^pheres by tioa such na 
Hie great djflcoverer never know. 

It is bard to imagine tho darkncsa and the terror 
which then hung over tbc face of the doop. The M 
oooan to the west was a Mare Tenebrosuni — -g. S<?a of 
Darkncasi into which the boldcat voyagers feared to 
venture. Columbus w&3 the most daring navigator of 
Lifl time. TTe had made yoyngea to the Western Isl- 
atds, to Madeira and the Canaries, to Iceland on the 
north, and to ihc Portuguese scttlcmcnta in Africa, 
But wheu he came to cross the aca, he had to gropo 
big way almost bUodly. Bnt a few rays of knowledge 
glimmered, Uko stars, on tbo patbloas waters. UeuoOf 
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wl^ica be siulctl [*tj liis wyaj^ of (]isc{jvcrj, Ite direct- 
ed Ilia course, Jii:>t wt^t, but toaih. A cLart, mad« by 
the emincot Ilaliiin g->ogmplior ToacaocUi, represcnlcd 
tUc cnalern ccnst of Asia as Ijing oppoailc to tlic woat- 
era coa^l of Africa. IleatiizColLimLus fii-ttlajiilLvl nknig 
ilic LiUor a? r;ir as the C.-inary Islands, n.in\ tliencc bote 
awfiy for ludm [ 

FrotD ibifl route token by ibe great navigator, lie 
croffled tlip ooe»n in its wU^jst pari., llail be, instenil, 
ibilowed tbo traiik of tlie NorLlimon, who crept around 
fromleckad to Grocuktjd mid Labrudor; or bad Lc 
Kuicd sLraigbt to ibe Azores^ and tlien borne tkwcj to 
tlie nurL^i' wifil> In; ivould ciutb aoojicc bavij di\scrifd 
land from the mast bond. But skvring in darkness, he 
crossed tho Atlaotie wbcre it is broadest ami ^p^i; 
where, as Bubniarinc ejcplorera have siocc shown, iV 
rolls over moonlains, lofty aa the Alps and the Hinj' 
nialehs, vrhidj !!« biiriud beiieatli tho siirriLee of the 
dct^p. But farther north the two contincutfi, so widoly 
sundered, incline toward caeh oihcr, till the bold head- 
lands of Ntiwfo»cidlaiid stand over ugaiiist those of Ire- 
laud, even as the white chalk clifEs of EtiglanJ gleuai 
l«irosa the Channel from France. 

A3 the iaiand of Newfoustilamd i3 to stand in the 
forcgroimd oi thi^ bisioiy, it is ia place here to speak 
of its geographit^ftl poaitiun and ita iinporLinee. It 
Lulda the Bomo relation to America that Ireland does 
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to Earofw, Stretching fur out into tbo Alkntia, it ia 
tto rangaard of \he weatern conLinent, or ralbcr Uig 
Bigiiaf'lower from which the New World miiy ajieak 
to the OKI 

Nor ia it without other claims to importanoe, whicli 
ought to bo rccogTiiacd, in extant^ it is equal to Eng- 
luud. Ib it not surprising that uu island large euoagh 
fur a kiEigdum, l^ing off our owr:i coast, shouUl be so 
little known? And yet the ^e.^son ia obvious. It liea 
out of ihti lra<!k jf European eomcaerce. Our shlps^ 
though they sidrt the Ilauka of NewroundTaudf pass a 
f*:w Wgdas to the south, und gi^t only a distiEit glimpse 
of itfl rocky uhorea Even what is seen gives the coun- 
try rathc-r an ill reputation. It has a rock-bouad 
coast, orouud which hang perpetual fogs and misU, 
through w]»icii great icebergs, breaking from the 
Northern Sea, drift slowly down, like huge phantoms 
of the deep, gliding away to be dissolved by the warm 
breath of the Gulf Stream, The remembrance of 
these chilling fogs and threatening icebergs malvcs the 
Yoyiigor shiver as he rocalla that dangjruus coast. 

Sailing west from C;ipc lioco, and making the cir- 
cuit of the ifllaud aa far &i the Strain of Belle Tale, 
on^ ia often reminded of the most northern peuluftuh 
of Europe. Tlte rocky shores are iodonled with nu- 
merous baya, reaching ihr up into the land, like thij 
fiords along the coaat of Norway; while the lai^ 
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beriUof Oarilxju deer, that are seen feeding on tiic 
LillB, raiglit e.isily be mistakeu for the flocks of rdn- 
dcw ttiat brow30 on iLe pastarca and drink of the 
mountain torrctiU of andcnE. ScatidlDavIa. 

TLe interior of llie island is little kuown. It h um 
inhabited and almost unexplored It ia a toundleaa 
wnsto of rock and moor, where vast fijreela stretch out 
ihcir unbroken solitiidcji, and the wild bird utters hs 
lonely cry. Et'ar& and wfilvL'3 rornn ou UicinouaLuna. 
Kipocially common is the largo and fierce bUick wolf; 
wlilc of tliQ smaller ammalsi whose skins furtibh imi- 
tcrial ibr the fur-trade, such ha njarlins jiod fcscs, 
tliere is ibe grirat^t abundance. But from all pests of 
the scrpci^t tritio, NQwroundUind is aa free as Irolund, 
wliicb waa delivered by tlic prayere of St. Patrick. 
Tliere is not a snake or a frog or a load in tlie 
island f 

Yel, CTcn in thja ruggodncaa of nature, Ibcrc ia a 
wild beauty, which only needs to be **clothcd u^jou'' 
by the hand of man. Newfuundlnnd, in many of ite 
f<?atare3, ia not unhke Scotland, even in its moat deso- 
late portions, vrlicrc vast fields of rock, covered with 
thick moss, remind the emigrant Scot of the hentlier 
on hJH n:ttive moors. In the interior nre ln.kcs aa ^on^r 
as Loch Lomoml, and mountains as lofty as Ben Lo- 
mond aed Ben Xevia. TLcrc are paseea aa wild as 
tiie vole of Qkncoe, wbich make one feel that he ia ia 
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the heart of tlie Higiiknda, while llic roar of tUc lor- 
rcula yet more vividlj- recalU the 

Ltnii of the bri^wij htiil\i unl alia^j ifwdt 



Tet iH all tUia tLere l& nothiag lo repel human hablt- 
filioii. By tlje liaiul of unlustry, tliesc wild moora 
itiight be tr^sformed into fruitfut fields. Wo UiiDk 
it a vety oold country, where winter n?igna over half 
the year, as ia Greenland ; yet it is not so fur north oa 
Scofluud, nor is ita climate mare inIii5S[ji table. It ouly 
nooda the same pflpulatioo, the same hardy toil; anj 
the sumo verdure would croop up ita hil]-sidc3^ whi^h 
now miikcs grocn and beautiful tUe loneliest of Scotli^h 
glens. 

But at present ibe country is a Urra ir'ccgnifa. In 
tbo interior^ there are no lo^s'na, nnd no roada, Aa 
yctt almost tlie whole weailh of the island ia drawn 
from the sea, lis chief trade la ila fisheries, nnd the 
only ploccfi of importance are a few siiidl towns, 
chiefly on the eoBlcni side, which have grown up 
fiTouud lIib trn(3ijig posU. Besides these, tlie oulj si't- 
tlomenifi are the fiahcrmcn'a huia settllered along tho 
coast. IIcocc the biahop of tJ»c island, when he 
would lUiike his juiniial viMt to his scattered flock, ia 
obliged t*i sail around l>is dioeuac in IjIe privaLo ynchi, 
flioc^ even on Lorseback it would not bo possible to 
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loake Ilia vrajr Lhmu^^h tlta vloua^ foi^c^^U to tlio rcinoto 
parls of iLe ifilanU. Indeed, it was tliia circuin stance 
that first enggcetcd tho idea of cutting nero&a tbc iijlaniJ 
a nrarcr wav, not only for tbc people iLciiiselves, but 
fwr coin mil nii;;iUoii liptween Euiupe am] America. 

li waa in one of theee excursions around tbe corist 
that tUe good Bii^Uop Mtillock, the liead of tlje Itoiuuu 
Catholic Church id NewfoaadlnndT when yisiting llie 
weatera portlou of hia diocc^, Ivingonedtij bccatmcil 
in Via yaiibt, in Biglil of Cape NorLh, the ejitreine poiQt 
of Iho province of Capo Breton, belhonglit himst'lf 
how lis poor neglected island might be bcnchtcd by 
bciug L'lkca into the track of coram unicaliou Ix^twfen 
Europe and Amorica, He saw how natura had pru- 
vidvd an easy Approach to the niniidatid on tho weel. 
About sixtj mQes from Cape Ray strelcbed tbu long 
Tslcind of Cape Breton, Trhilc, as a sleppiag-stone, tlie 
littlo island of St. FawVa lay between. So much did 
it weigh upon his mind that, as soon aa he got bock to 
St, JuhuN, he wroto a letter to one of the pupeiB on 
ibfj subject. As ihja is the fli^ suggestion ibat I have 
found of a telegraph across Newfoundland^ I here give 
bis letter in full; 



2b ihi Edit^ of the (hunrr: 

Sin : I regret to find tbat, in every plan for trans- 
atlantic communiaition, Unlifax is nlwoya mentioned, 



a 
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id ihe nntural oapabililiea of Ncwfomidlami enLiMy 

overlooked, TLia hnji btjeu deeply impruasod on my 

I mind by tlie commanicatJon I read in your paper of 

^teaturday last, regarding t^legrapKic commanication 



jtwcen EagLiud and Iroland, in whicli it ia said that 



KdU 



:bc nearest tclcgrapliic aUxtii^c on the Amcncati side is 

ndifiLj^i twenty-one hundred and fifty-five miles fruin 

ibe TTest of IrelaQd- Kow would it not he well lo 

lU tho nttCDtion of EDg]rij]d nnd AEiierica to the ex- 

tordiuary capabilities of St. John's, na the nearest 

i-legrnphic pisiut? It ia an Atlantic port, I/iiig, I 

ly Gay, in the track of the ocean fltoamers, and by 

LiBhing ib as the Aracrican telegraphic station, 

lews could be eominaMicLiled to the whole Ainencaii 

mliuent forty-eight hoars, at kast^ sooner than by 

ly other ronlo. But how will this be accompliabcd ? 

ust look n£ the map of Ncwlbundland and Uapc Brc- 

m. From Sl John's to Capo Ray there h no diffi- 

Ity in cstiblishiog a line p.i^siug near H"o]y-Rood 

nloDj; the neck of land connecting Trinity and Piat:en- 

tia Days, and iheuca ia a direction due weat to tha 

^■apct You have then about forty-one lo forfy-fivo 

^BQciS of 8oa to Sl Paul's Islardj with deep 50undiug>i 

^P ono Imndred fatloma, so that the elcKitric cable will 

Ocril'CiJy aafe from icebergs, Thcnco to Capo Iforlh, 

^h 'i^o Breton, is litflo more than twclrc uiiles- Thua 

^M Hot only practicable to bring ^Vmerica t\yo daya 
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UDftrcr to Eurojio by this route, but slioald the tele- 
graphic oomtnunicutioti botwrcen England and Ireland, 
fibtty-ticro mWoi, be realized, it presents not the leaat 
difficuliy. Of course, wo in Ncwfouiidl^iud wUl liavo 
nothing lo do with the erection, working, and main- 
tcs&ncd of the telegraph ; but I supposo our Govern- 
mcnt will give overjr facility to the company, cilhtr 
EiJgliili or Amcrit:a.n, who will underlitke it, as it will 
be an iacakiJalile advautage to this country. I hope 
tho dfiy IB rol far distant when St John's will bo tlio 
first link in tb& electric chain which will unite lite Old 
World ;uid the New. J. T. U, 

St. John's, Novomber S, 1850. 

This ^ggeettou proved Lo be seed Eown on good 
id, since out of it in a great mea9iin> sprung tbu 
r^t attempt to link the Mand of ^Newfoundland with 
ihc mjuulind of America. For about tbe snme tim^, 
the attention of Hr. Frederick K, Gisbome, a tele- 
graph operator, wos attracted to a eimilar project 
Being n man of groat r^iiick:ics3 of mind, he instantly 
Kiw the JmportAuue of sn^h a work^ and look hold of 
it with efithujiusm. It mi^ht easily occur to bitn 
without euggcation from any oourcc. Ho had had 
mucU c^terieuce ixt tclsgrnphsf and wa3 tlcn ru' 
£u^ed in construcJing a telegmph lino in Nova-Scotia, 
"Whether, therefore, iho idea was first with him or with 
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thctisLop, is of HtUeconBequeoce. It might occur 
ihc aamo lime to two intelligent minJa, etudjins ibo 
pulilic gi*x], iiiiJ l»e dikci Lonarable Ut IjoLU. 

But Unrmg talveti UolJ of ibU iieo, Mr, Gisborne 
pviiBnoJ it witli iaiiomiublo rceolutioti. As tLa U- 
bura of tL!s gcullcm.i.a were most luip^rLaut ia tho 
begiiiiJng of lliis work, I aim li:ipiiy to bi?ar tliL^ fullest 
U'stinionj to bis zeal ami energy. For tins purpose, T 
quote from a li^lter wrilti'U by Mr. E. M, AreljibalJ, 
now BritidU Consul at New- York, and formerly At- 
Lonicy-Gorterjl of N^wfcunJIjiiid: 

*'It was during tUe winter of 1849-50/tlmt Mr. 
GJabornc, wbo had been, as an engineer, cngngcd in 
exleading the clcctrio telcgrapb througli Lower Cjui- 
ada and New-Brunswick to Hiiliiiix, Nova Scotia, eon- 
Goired tho project of ci tolegrapb to oonncct St. Jobn'e, 
tbe most easterly port of America, with the main con- 
tiiieuL TLc imixjrtiinte of tbe geograpliIc*il puBilion 
of N<?wfoiinrlbinH, in the ev^nt of a lelegrnpli ever be^ 
ing carrii'd (wroas the AllflutiOi wia about tbe aamo 
time promulgitted by Dr, Mullock, the Itoman Calbo' 
lie Bi^ljop of N"LrwfouiidlQud, in a St. Jobu'a news- 
paper. 

''In tbo spring of the following year, (1851,) Mr- 
Qlaborne yiiitiiJ KewfoundlanJ, appeared befon; tbo 
Li^gi,slature| then in session, ami espbiiuL-J tlie details 
of his plau, wbieh was an overland Unc from St. John'n 




to: 

rpM Am^ Xt; QtffaofM^ «W «•* lAWh tlM 

«a ikat ftanme^ tm^nfi kk nMMio*, Mil 
«»iht pt^fM t^ita S.-'^' ■"■*.( 

mikF^ 1m^ «a tbc l^^rth oC SffMahMv ^pt ^Mit ii|W« 

IbK fo Obpe 1t;tjr, wbich nroiipinl u|\minl of thMQ 
nwatiij, during wHi^li linio tiimvirllf Atiil til4 |V^*ty ^uF 
fofvd sov^w |>ni.-ftlK4U, and ueinvwly <flk'*|>^l rt.uvn 
tioD, ijaviDg to tniw^rw tbr iiivm( ruj^^il miil hUliiirt^ 
iin«zp1ort*fI part of iho iidafiil.* Ori hii ivliim, liftf • 

" "Oathffbunhdif ortWfCvnbor. I tnwmplLtliril Hid Mirrvy lliiwi|l| 
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itig reported lo llioLtgishiltirefiivorjiblyof tbtrprojectj 
nnd furnisbed eisiimates of the cost, lie det^^micied to 
proceed to New-York, to obtain a^iJiUuoe to carry it 
ouL . . . ^r. Qlaborae returfifid to St. J^bu^a In 
thu spring of 1852^ wbcii, iit bL^ iLLst^AucCi an BhCI, in- 
corporating iiimself [hU beiog tte ouly name meniion- 
ed ill it) aiid sucli otbera as mii^Iil become ahureboldurs 
iti a oompany, t*j bo oalicd the NevrfeO-Ddlaiid Elcclrio 
Telegrapli CompaiiT, vraa piiased, granting an eaccluaivc 
riglit to erect telegra[tbi* in Newfoundland fur ibJrl.y 
years, wilb certain conuessions of bud, by way of ea- 
couragcmciit, to be granted upoa tbc completion of tbc 
Iclegmpb from St. Jobu^a to Oiipe Rfiy- Mr. QUborne 
tbea returned lo New-York, where be organizLHi^ und^T 
tbia cbartcr, a company, of wliicb Mr, Tcbbcta and Mr. 
ITolbrook* were prominent members, made bla finan- 
cial arritngeraents wiib them, and proceeded to Eng- 
land lo contract fi^r tlie cable irom Cape Kay to Prince 
Edward I^jind^ and from tbcncc to tbc mainland. Ee- 
tummg Lu tbc autdmn, lie proceedeil iu a scnall steaiti< 
<T, in tbe monLb of November of tbat year, 1S52, lo 
stretcb the firet submariQe cab^ of any jengtlk, in 



dqava undcrtakhg. Uj^ orlgEtidl ptrtj. crftadstlog of b!x ivhita men, 
ircni cJLtlumgcLl far four liiditna; of the lottur piiri>, l^fudL^crLPLi. ori« 
dieil a tow d*^ nftor my rplnm, "nd tlid otUur, * Jou Paul/ hm ciai 

■ Honam U. TtLkwlA anil Dkriiu H tIaLbnwk. 
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America, across the NortTiumberlaud Strait from Prinoa 
Edwnrd Island to Ne^T-Brunswick, wbicb cablo, how* 
ever^ was Bliortly nlbfrwnrd broken^ aud a now one was 
ftubscqncnily laid down bj ihc Ktw-York, Xevvfoand- 
land, and London Tolegrnpb Ci>M]pany. Tu the spring 
oF tbo following y^nr, 1853, Mr. Gisborne set vigor- 
ously to work lo o-jmpkto Lis fovorite project of the 
line (wLicb Uo intended sUould bo cblcflj nndL^rground) 
from St John's lo Cape Ray, He liad construeted 
fiomc thirty or forty noUes of road, and was procotMUng 
with every prospect of aiicccss, wboriT Di03t unexpect- 
edly, tliose tjf lilt.' LOinpany wUo were to furnish the 
ncedfal fands dishonored his bills, and broLigljt his 
operations to a sudden termlnntion. lie and tbo orcd- 
itora of die company were for acvcial monllis liiio^ved 
up with promises of forthcoming menna from his New- 
York allies, whicb piomiaes wero finally entirely un- 
fulfilled ; and Oisbome, b<:ing the only ost^^sible party, 
was sued and proaoiuted on all side.s^ stripped of his 
whole property, and himself" arrested to answer the 
claiinsof thucrodiloreof tbo company. He cheerfally 
nnd honorably gave up every thing he poaseeacd, ajid 
did his utmost lo relieve the severe dLstress in which 
the poor ]:iborora on the line LaJ been involved," 

Th:a is a leatimony most honorable to the enfiincer 
who first led the way through a pathless wilderac^ 
But tbia NewFoLindlaad acheoie ia not to be coafound 
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oJ wLlIl Llial of iLc Atlaulic Tcl^grapb, whEC^ did not 
come iiiU) esiateace imtilaycar or two later. The 
Ifllter was not at all inchtded io iho fcnnor. In 
iLcctl, Mfp Gisborno bimsotf saj'Sj Jn a letter rofor- 
ring to lua original project: "My plans vrero to rim 
n subterrnnertu line frLim Cupe Race to Cape Rity, 
Hy carrier-pjgeoos and ran boaLa across tlie Slriuta of 
Nortljurubcrknd to Cape BrctoD, and tlienco by orcr- 
land lines couvey tbe news to New-York.^' Tboiigb 
be adds ; " McinwhilG Mr. BreLt's csperiraonUt! caljlo 
betweca Dover and Cabii^ having proved suoocasful, 
I ect fv;rlh in my report, [wbicb appeared a year alkr 
Itia firet proposal J that 'carrier-pigeons and boals 
M'ould be required only until such timg as iho ex- 
periments llien making in England willi aubmarinQ 
t:ibles flbould warrant a similar attempt between Cape 
Ray ftnd Cape Breton.'" But nowhere in his report 
doee be allude to tbe possibility of ever thus Bpanniag 
the inij^bty ^If of lln^ Atlantic, 

But several yeara after, wUcn tbe temporary succcaa 
of tlie Albirjfjo, Tulogntpb gave a name to every ho^y 
connocled willi il, bo or bis fricikda Beemod not uu- 
irilUng to have it supposed tbat tliia was embraced 
iQ tbe original scbcme- Wlien asl^ed wLy be dul rot 
publiflli bis gmnd idea to tbe world, be nnswcra : '' Be* 
cau90 I was looked upon tis a wild visionary by rny 
friends, and pronotinccd a fool by my relatives for re- 
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itedlfttivo government Appointment in favor 
of sacb a ]a.b(^rioii3 spccuTntion aa the Ncwfouadlaiiil 
cotincclion. How Lad I coiapled it at Lliat llint; witli 
an Atlantic line, all coiirideotie in the prior undertak- 
ing would liave been doBlrojed, and my object defeat- 
cd," Thb ma^ Lave been a reason fot not announcing 
eucb A project lo tLe public, but certainly it was not a 
UM50I1 i\y\ not impairing the secret confidenli.illj To bis 
friend:^ A tnun can Lfkixllj lay daiin to th^l which Le 
iioldfl in sucb nbsoluto reserve. 

However, wLotbor lie ever enlcitaine3 Ibe uTcn of 
Bucb a project, is not a matter of ibe sligbteat conse- 
quence to the public, nor even to Lift ovru reputation. 
Probably bundrt^dij Lad a vague notion tliat gucIi a 
ihiag might come to p!La3 at some future day, juat aa 
many believe tL;vt flyiug-niacTiinca will yet navigate 
the air. Ten years beforPj Profo^sor Morae Liid repress- 
ed, not a dreamer's txncyf but a deliberate conviction, 
founded on Bcientific experiments, tlint " a telegraphic 
comrauPLCaliou might wllii ccrLuuty be establi^^Ltd 
acrosa the Atlantic Ocean ;" so thai the idea was not 
ori^nal with Mr. Gisbome, nor with others who have 
acemcd anxiona to claim its paternity. 

It is a cJirioua part of the history of great eiiter- 
prines, that the moment one succeed*^ a hoEt f^pring up 
to claim the honor. TLu9 when, in 1858, the Atlaniie 
Telegraph seemed to be a success, the public, knowing 
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well wlio Lad borne the brunt and burden of the un- 
dertaking, awarded biin tbc praise wliich lie flo well 
deserved; but instantlj l^ere were other Riclimondfl 
in tlie field- Tbose wliD had Lad no part in tlio labor, 
at Ica^t claimed to Lave originated tbe ideal Of 
course, these many claims deslroy each other Bui 
aHer allf to raise such a point ai all is tho merest trifiiu^. 
The (^ueslioD h not who firat had the " idea," but vrhc 
look hold of the eulcrpriBe as a practical thing; who 
grappled iviili tbe gigantic difficulties of the lander- 
rukiiigi fltid fouglii Ihe battle through to viclorj ? 

As to Mr. Giabonio, his nctivily in the beginnhig of 
the New foundlimd lelegraph is a matter of Lislory> In 
iliiit prtlimiiLJiry ivork, he bore an hononible part, and 
ucquired a title to respect, of wliicb he cannot be de- 
prived, AW hottor to him fur his ciiterpriae, hia cour- 
fige, and his pcrscyeranc^e I 

But for the company of wliidi he was the father, 
which Ijo had got up with so much toil, it Jived but a 
fow uiuutiis, when it became mvolvt^i in debt somo 
iii\j thousand doliiire, chie9y to laborers ou the hne, 
and ended ila exi&teace by an ignominious failurti. 
The concern was bankrupt, and it waa plain tbnt, if 
the work was not to be Jioally abandoned, it must bo 
taJcen up hy stronger lianda. 
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FaOJt, WHO OOWEITM THI IuEA op a TCLKaftil-H *CRD8fl THE ATI.iII- 

nc Ogt^^i. Ib it rH4[mc4er.&f T^o CLi^jiE^rs. id die iiAniKED, 

tnr S»A *tl» TJIIE I.IOHTNlJCfl. L-iLjUClLIB IPDIlEMni ro LllTTTCI-lTtT 



Mr. Gissobxk loft Halifitx arkl csme to New-York 
m JsauarTf 1S&4. Hero ho loolc counsel ^iih his 
friend TcbbeLa and otlicrs ; but they could give 
him nn rcVn't It wda wLilo m ibis sULc of suspend 
tbot ho mctj ftt Ihc Asior ITuusl', Mr. l^fatthew D, 
I^iold, an engineer who bad been engaged in build- 
ing railroads and aoj^pcnaion-b ridges at the South aud 
WtMt- Mr. Fieli.l liakaed to Ills story wiLh interest, 
and engaged to sj>E»nfc of it ta hia broiherj Cj^ras W, 
Field, a merchant of Now- York, wlio had retired from 
buaineea the year before, and lad ^pent six months in 
ravelling over the mounlnins of South -America, from 
^hich he bad lately returned, Aecordingty, he intro- 



58 



HISTOET OF THE ATLANTIC TELE^JRAPIT. 



diiced the subject, but found h-is brother dJaincl 
to embark iu any ctw Uflv.krlitkiiig. TLoiigli &t 
young man, his Ilfi? hud beoti for many years or 
incos^xtt devotion to busine^. Ho bad fLccvimaUtcd 
an ample fortuity, and vros not disposed to rottew the 
cnrea, tbe anxiaties, and the fiitigi3(a of bis former lif>. 
But liaiening to tbc deiaiU of ft Bcbome wliicb liad in 
it luucb lo cjucile iuleroat, and wbicli by its very difli- 
culty aliamlated tbe spirit of entcrpriee, he at lecgib 
conaenled to me Mr. Gisborae^ nnd seat to inviie In 
to his honae. Accordingly be came, and spent ntf 
ovcniug describing tho roatc of his proposed telcgrapb 
mid tbe points it was to connect. Ailer he 1 
Mr, Field look tbe globe wbicb was sliinding in I 
library, ond bcgi^n t.) tncti it over. It vJis ^htlc ih 
tludyiufj the gJ*jh^ Utat the id^a firat occuircd tJ hi 
that the telegraph mifjht hi carried ftir^ter gtHi^ a 
he mads to span the A^antic Ocean. This idca^ 
will aooD appear, was not original with Mr. Fiel 
lliougb Le was to be the i□str^[ne[lt^ in iLc hand* 
Providencej to carry il out It was indeed a now id 
io Mm; bat it had long been a matter of £{>eciilcitioa 
Tvitb Bcientlfic minda, though their tbeoncs had ue 
allracled his iilteution. But once be had grisp 
tbe ide^ il look strong hold of his imaginalii^nj am 
led bim to entertain tbe N^ewfoundland scheme, as pre- 
liminary to the otber, Had the former stood alone, 
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16 VTouId never have nadcrUtktm it He cared little 
about shortenmg oommuuicntiofa with Earnipc mcre- 

Ily by a day or two, by relays of boaU ami oarrior- 

}igeonal But it wfL3 tlie liopc of furtber and graaJcr 

TGsalU tlmt iuspfrci him, and ^nve hini cour.i^re ta 

I enter on a work of which no man could ioro3oe Lba 
ind. 
f But so vast an enterpriae was not to be rnslily nnder- 
laken. Tliere were aMentillc problBrnfliiivt>lvi*df vtIiicIj 
putd only h& solved by scicntiHc men, and j>(*rbn|)a 
pot even by tljcm; whit^h, it miglit be, conLI only be 
flriawen*d by Llie final U^l uf txpcrlmfiit. Tkff^rt* 
^^iving any definite rej."ly \o GisljoniL-, Mr. Firld do* 
^llermin^d lo apply to the highest nuthorities this aide 
iho Atlatitia TJie projcot of aiL AtlAiitto Tolograph in- 
volved two problems : Could a ciblc be atretchcd acttsa 
the ocean? m^d if it were, ivould it l)t' good fir i\iiy 
J thtrjg to convey measagea ? The firet wjia .i queatioii 
^^n mcchamcjil difficulties, requiring a careful survey of 
^Bhe ocean ttsclf, fathomiLig its depth, finding out the 
^^hnnictt^r of iu bottom, whether level, or rough and 
vnleanic ; and all the obstacles thai might be found m 
^^Hicwirkds thnt agitafc tbc surface aboTC, or ihc nii^bty 
^Burrcnt^ that s^vccp through the waters bcluw. The 
^Heeontl pmblem vva^ one less inechaDLL-^l, but more 
Poorely sctcntific, mvolving questions as to tUo lawa of 
eloctrielty, not tbeu hilly uoderatood, and OQ whicb 
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tbe bolJcet mi^ht fuel i\n\i ho wflfl venturing on unoWr' 
Lain groatid- 

SlilL \v(?i'o Llie two elemcnta or furces of uatiiro lo; 
be eoaounterecl — the oc^n and ibe Ilghlniug. Could 
ihoy be controlled by any power of lonn ? The very 
proposal waa enough to stagger tlie Eiith even of aa 
eutliUHwiat. AYlio ctjul<l by a biidlo od tli« ne<;k of the 
wild soa? Tbe attempt seemed as idle, if not aa iin- 
piousj OS tbat of Xorxe3 to bind it with cbaiDS. "Wna 
it possible to cotnbat tbe fiercene^ of tlie winJs and 
rtuvcj^j and lo Btrct(;li olg long Ime from continent to 
ooDtloeEii? Aad ilieo, after tlie work was achieved^, 
would tho ligbtiiing run along tlio oceau-bod from aliora, 
to Blioit? Sucli were tlie questlooa wliicli L^lvg puZ' 
z!ed many an anxious biain, and which uow troubled 
the Olio vrho was to utidertake th£i work. 

Ty gft some light in his perplexity, Mr. Fichl, tho 
very next nioruing jillt?r his interview witli (iisbomo, 
Vprote two Jettera, one to Lieutenant Maury, then at 
the hcod oi tho KotioruU Observatory nl Wa-shington, 
on the nautical dtlEcuhieA of the uudeilakiug» aakiug 
if thcsea were it!?t'lf a barrier too great lo be overcome; 
and Ibo other to Professor Morso, inquiring if it would 
bo possibJe to telegraph over a difllaui;e so great a» 
itat from Europe to Aniorica? 

The m:ul soon brought niT answer from Lieutenant 
Maury, wliich began: "SiogulaHy enough, juat as 
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I rcceiTcd jour letter, I was clewing one to tlie Secre- 
Uirj of iLe N.tffy oh tlie same subjecL'' A copy of 
xhU he incloaeJ lo Mr, FielJ, as giving his nialuro'l 
ophiioa. It liaa sinco boon publisbctL \Vc gJv« iho 
greater part of it, to bIjow the conolusions Lo wliii^b^ 
even at that early day, seieniific luco were begiDnmg 
lo arriffo ! 

"Sir; Tlie United States brig Dolphin, Licnionii!it 
OommiituUiigO, II. Bc^rryrnan, wns ein|jloyod Ijiat sam- 
raer upou eipouul aorvicc eouQcclod witb the rcscarcliL-i* 
timt are carrieU on at this office concerning the wIeOb 
and curreuU of the sc%. Her obscrrfitiona were coQ' 
fined principally to that pan of iho ocean which the 
mcrcbnutmcn, ns they pass lo and fro upon the bum- 
ncss of trade between Europe and the United Statos, 
use na their great thoroughfare- Lieu le n aa t Beiry man 
ftvftiledliimsoiroflhia opportunity to carry along a!soa 
line of dcop-sea soundiug^', from the sLorcs of New- 
ftiuinllaTid lo those of Ireland, The result la highly 
intt^rostiDg, in so &r as tbe bottom of the sea is con- 
cerned, upon the question of a eubniarine telegraph 
acroK ihe Atlantic; ;u]d T therefore be^; leave to make 
it tbc Eubject of a special icporu 

" Tliis lino of deep-sea soundings scctrs to bio dwi- 
BLTO of thequcaticTi ts to the ]>racticability of nsubiDA' 
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rine telegraph between the two contiiienTs, in go far as 
the bottom of t/ie i/sf^ sea 13 concerned. ¥Tom Ucwfouud- 
[aad to Ireland, the distance between the nearest pointa 
'is ahDut sixteiiin himdrtd uiiles;* anil ihe bottom or 
tlie aca botwocn the two plaMs is a plateau, whif:b 
Bccma lo have bt^oo placed there espcciallj for the pur- 
poac of holding tlie wifea of a subiuarLue tulegrnph, 
antl of keeping them out of harm's wiij- Tt is ncitlmr 
loo deep nor too sballow; jet it is so deep that tho 
wires bul onee lauded, will romatn forever beyond iho 
reneb of vessels' anchora, leebcrg^ and dnfia of atijr 
kinfJ, and so shitllowT ih.it the wires may he readily 
lodged upoa tho bottom, Tho depth of iliis plateau ia 
quite rrgiUar, gradually incrKaieg from the shores of 
Newfoumlljiud to the dtplh of from fifteen hundred lo 
two thousand faihoms, as you approaeli the other side. 
The disiatice hctwi:K^n Ireland and Cape St, Charles, or 
Cape St. LcAvis, in Labrador, h somewfiat less than 
the di>ianc6 from unj point of Ireland to tlie nearest 
point of Newfoundland, But whether it would be 
better to lead the wires frcin Newfaundlund or Labra- 
dor ia not now the (pifslion ; nor do 1 prctcrid to con- 
eider the queation na to the posaibility of finding fi titr^B 



• From Cnpp FnmTs^ NiJiifoiLndlaiid, lo Erria Uoai!, Irdnnd, Ihe d^ 
idiii^e ia HiLtftn liaiiJreJ *uJ cttictt ftjik'si from Cupv CliEUlpa, or Cape 
Sl twis, lobrodur, to ^ita, tlio dubucn ia diCwa hundred aud oiu 
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criouffhy £/*o a-.t* smooth cit<fugh, a leirt hug cnoirghy 
a hhlp hig euouyh^ to ]iij n coil gf ^\^m sij^lccn Lundred 
Tiillea m leiiglli" ihougb I have no fear but that tl*o 
eiiterpnso aud iogenuitj' of tLe age, wlienever called 
on wilh tLcse probJcma, will be reaJy witli a satisfac- 
tory and practiciil solulJon of lliem. 

'* I HiLup]/ .vJdresa myself al lliis time to llie queS' 
lion in so far as the hoiiom of the sea is concerned, ani 
as Ik r OS that^ the ^u-aLcst |ir;tcL[cul diHicullies will, I 
apprebend, bo found aflvr reselling souoJingH at either « 
cad of the Jioc. and not in tlic deep sea. < • • 

" A wire kid acroas from either of the above-named 
places on this side will poas to tlje north of the Gracd 
Banks, and rest on that beautiful plaienu to wliich I 
hftvc alluded, ar-d where tlio waters of the sc^a appear 
io he 33 quiet and as completely at rest ha it is at tho 
bottom of a mill-pond. It is proper tliat the reasons 
Bhouli be stated for thp inference thai tbere are no 
perceptible currcnta, and no nbrading iigcnts at work 
ftt tllc bottom of tlic fie^i ujjoit thiii tL-1eg^aphk^ plateau. 
I derive this inference from a study of a physical fiict, 
which I little deemed, when I sought it, had any such 
bearingi^ 

'^Lleuieuant Berrymau brought up with Brooke* 
depp-scA suuudiug apparatus speomeiia of the bottom 
from tUis plateau, I sent them to Profuascr Bailey, of 
West-Point, for examination under liis microscope* 
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Tliis be kindly gave^ and fLal cuiiucnt mjCTOe 
Wit3 ijuito us iiwmh surprised to finilj as I was to lentt^ 
that all those specimens of doep-sea Bounding^ Jire fillod. 
\fxth rDicroscopic sliells ; to us© bis own words, ' not a 
particle of sand or gravd t^sts in MfTw.' Ttic^e little 
ehells^ tbertifoa*! puggeat tlie fiirt ibat ibere ;ire uo cur- 
rcDta at tbc boLiom of tbo bph wboiice ihej camo ; that , 
Brooke*8 lead found them where they were deposited ^H 
in tlicir burial-plaee after Imviug lived and died on tlic 
Burrocef and by graduidly sinking wt're Iwlgt^d on tbe 
bottom. ITad Ibere been ourrcnl£ ot the bottom, tTieso 
would have swept Bcd abmdod and mingled up wit!i 
these microscopio rcmaina tlie ti^i/ris of the bottom of 
tbe sea, sndi tus ooze, sand, gnivel, and ollit-r iimtter; 
but not a particle of sand or gravel was found finion^ 
tbom. Qencc tht3 infcretico that tbceo depths of tbd 
sea are not disturbed eitber by waves or currents. 
Conseijnciiily, a lelngmjiLic wire iincci laid tliere^ thcro 
it would remain, as completely boyond the reach of 
accident oa it would be if fcuricd in air-tight caflt«. 
Therefore, so far as the bottom of tite deep aea between 
Newroundlnud, or the North Cape, at tht- mciitli of 
Iho St Lawreoce, and Ireland, is ooncerned, the prae- 
ticabilit.y of a aubmarino telegraph across the AUnritiu 
is proved. - . - 

" In tbi^ view of tbc subject, and for flie purpose of 
hoBtening the completion of ench a line, I take the lib- 
2* 
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crty of suggesting for your conaiJ era lion ilio prtipnely 
of GU offer from the proper aoiirce, of a prize U> tho 
company tlirough wltoay tclegi^ipliic wire ibe firsl mes- 
sage sLall bo [iiuisetl ncro^s Lbi- AtJaiitic. 
"IhavQ ibo bouor 10 be, respcclfuliy, eic, 

"M. R Mauky, 
'^ Liciilrimnt United KtaWa Navj, 

"Hon. J. C. DoDBlN', Sccrd^O' ^^ ^^^ IJ^avy, 



The reply of Proftsgor M^^rso aliosvcd cquci interest 
in llie *uly<:t:t^ in proof of wlii(rU lie wrote tliat lie 
wculd come down to New- York lo see Mr. Fiulil about 
it A few daya atler, lie cftme^ anJ saw Mr. Field at 
bia bouse, TLia was tbc bpginiiingof anftcqiiaiotanco 
wbicb soon rip*?ned into friendslii|p^ nml wbich Lcuee- 
forth uoited these gomlcrneii togoiher in iVm great 
ftcbievcmcDt Profcesor Moree, in con versa I ion, eiilL-r- 
cd at length into tlie latrs of dcctricity us applied to 
ibo business of tcVgraphing, and concluded byckdar- 
iug K\A eijtire faith ia iLe undertaking as a practicable 
thing; m one that might, could, and would he achiev- 
ed, Indeed, tliis faith he Lad avowed years before^ 
In A letter written as early as AuguRt tenth^ 3843^ to 
John C Spcncor, then Swrctory of the TrenftUry, Fro- 
fcaaor Morse had deUikd the resale of oertain experi- 
mepte mnde In the harbor of New- York to §bow tho 
power of electricity to communicate at great distaauea, 
»t Ibe dose of which besaja'-in woida thai now seem 



34 



HISTORY OF rOE ATLANTIC TELESBAPIT- 



pr<jpl*ctic ; *^ Thti practical tvfirertcG from ihvt hxe m, 
0\ttt a trlttp-irj/fijc cimnnvmctttiun on the nki fro- w riff jiclic^M 
plan inay uiOi caiainly be GsfahUshrd acroen the Aih^tlic^ 
Ocmn.' StarlitTig as i/<i3 may Tuyw st^rrif I am ^orijid^ii 
UiC titnc will come whcii diU prqjcd u:ill he rcalizciV^ ^| 

It waa the good fortune of Mr. Field — nl tliitt lime 
and erer siuce — Xq tave at Land an iidvis^r in wli 
judgment he Lad implicit cotifiicncc. Tliia wiia hU 
eldest brother, David Dudky Field, Tlicj lived sld 
by side on Gramorey Park, and were in daily com- 
ruamcalion. To tho prudent counsels, wise judgmGntj 
and uofiilkiing courage of the elder brother, ihc A 
lantjc Teli'gnt[]h is more indeljled than the world will 
ever know, for its first impulse and for the spirit wliich; 
suslaiued it i]iroup:h long yoara of discoaragement and 
di&aslcr, when its rricncla were few. To this, Lia n 
efttotid best coimaeibr, Mr. Field opeocil the proj 
■which Lid titken posBesBiLirL of his mind; and being' 
elreugthencd l>y that maturer juLlgmcnl, he finally re 
eolTcd tliLit, if he could get a sufficient number of ca 
ilali&ta to join liini| he would emhark in un enteqjri 
whtchj beginning with the liae to Newfoundland, in. 
Yolved ill the end nothing leas thnn nn Ltlempt to link 
this New World which Columbus bad diseovL-red, 1o 
ihftt Old World whicli Iiad heen for agos the home o 
empire and of civilization. Hi^w the sclicmo rdTdnced 
Ihrougli the next twdvc years, it will be our province 
to rtlite. 
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■Jmon Binr TO Nivrarhi»L^T(ii. Titet oet^ih x Ktiv CditTKB 
ro» Tni XiW'YofiK, Niwrocsnusr, aBi» L*si*s Tti.Efl»*pu Com- 
r«VT. RiTUT&H TO Nkiv-Yiju. Till CiiAiiTEa [s tccirrcp, JtiM 

Akd 80 tbe joung New-York merchant act out to 
CATTj a telegraph acrosa tUo Atlantic Oceftiil Tbc dc- 
iiga hs.d ia it nt least the merit of ftudacUy. But 
whollier tbe end was to be sublime or Hiliculyiis time 
alooo could lelb Certaiti it ia that wLen hia sangiuiie 
temper end youtUTul blood stirred hiru up to tako bold 
of Hueli au erl^rpri^e, be bulc dreamed of what it 
would involve. Ho ibought ligbily of a few ttiousanda 
risked in an unetTtniu venture; but never imagined 
that he might yet be timwri on to atakc upoo its suc- 
CGSB ihewliole Ibrtuno bo bad accumulated; tbat be 
was to Rucril^f^e all tbo pc^c^ and quiet be b&d boped 
to exijoy; and lliat for twelve years be was to 1% 
abiioat without a home, crossing and re-cro3sirg the 
sea, urging bis enterjirLse in Europe and Amenea. 
Bat so it Vi^ that tlm Boing who Jc-stgns gri?at things 
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for liuman welfare, aud would nccomplisli lUem b^ 
Lumon iustrumcntf^, does not lill at orico tbo curEnio 
from tlie etero realiLiea tliey are to meet, dot revenl 
llie ruggci^ ogcentfi Lliej nre la dhnb; so tliEit it is only 
when at last the heights are attained, and they Iwjk 
Wcl^wfird, that thoy realize through what Ihcy hovo 
passed. 

But could he find any body to joia him Jn his bold 
undertaking ? Starving adveiuurcrg there always are^ 
Tcadj to embark in any Quisolio attempt, aiuce ihcy 
have noibing to lose. But would meu of sense ami 
of character; men who had fortunes to keep, and the 
habit whicb business gives of looking calmly and bus- 
piciously at probabihtics ; he found to put capital in 
an enlerprite where, if it failuJ, they would find tlieir 
money literally at the bottom of the Bea ? It seemed 
doubtful, but be wouM try- His plan wns, if posaiblo, 
to enlist ten ca-piuliat?, all geijllcracn of wealth, who 
together could bft a prelty heavy loail ; who, if noed 
were, could easily raise a million of dollars, to carry 
out any undertaking, 

The firat mnn wliom he addressed was l£c. Peter 
Cooper, who was then and ia still his next-door 
neighixjr. Hero lie found the iudifipoflitlou vhioh 
a man of large fortune — now well advanced in life — 
would naturally fi;!;! to embark Ju new enterprises. 
The reluctance in this case was not so much to th« 
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/lekingof capitiil, m lo having Lis miml oc^apiud wilh 
iLo aire wLith it would imjioso, Tli«*e oWjr^ctiDns 
elowly yielded to other coasi derail oiia. As tlioy u]Ic- 
€d it over, llje krgo heart of Mr. Cooper began Lo sou 
tlii\t, if it were jflWJtW; to occomplisli aucli a woilt, it 
wmilil be n great pullie betieJit. This con side nitifjn 
provajlcd, and whivt would not have bcou undftrtaken 
na t private speculation, waa yielded lo public iDteresL 
TSe conft^rcnce ended by it conditional ogreement. 
Mr. Cixjper would onjinge in it, if several otbcrs did. 
In the cud, oa we shall soon see, he btcamc Ibc l*ix:ai- 
dent of tLs Company^ find na sucli Las remaioed to 
tbis day. 

The early aceeaaion of tlds gentleman gave strength 

to lb« new enl^crprisc^ lo all the mLllioti ialinbil- 

^lints (pf tbe city of New-York tbcrc is not a name 

'Vbicli fa belti?r known, or more justly beld in Lonorj 

ibftfi that of l*ctCT Cooper, A native of the city, 

wbcrc he Las pa^^d bia ivbolo bic, be Los seen it0 

growtbf from tbe small town it wsus ju?t afLtf thr. Kev- 

olutioo,and Lasbtinself gK>wn WJtb it Beginning with 

'fcry small mirans and limited opportuniliea, be haa 

'1»conao ooe of tbc ^'rcat capiiahaia of Ibe New 

■WorH. But TtinnT who thus n'st? to WL'altb, in tba 

process of accumulation, form penurious habits wbicb 

ling to tbcm, and to the end of tbeir days U la 

te chief objixt of life to lioard and to keep. But 
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W>. Cooper^ wLUo aequlrbg tbe forlune, baa had also 
tbe heart, of a pniL*x ; and lias used bis wealth vritL a 
noble gtnerosity- In iLe centre of New- York Htanda 
lo-day a in}ta*ive building, consecrated '* To Science and 
Art," on whieh he Lds already expended six hundreJ 
and fifty thousand dollars, and which he has inado a 
free gift to the city. Ilia object was to benefit the 
poor but reapeelable young men aind women of New 
York- Remembering his own limited advantages of 
education, he deaircd that the young meu of New- 
York, the apprentices and raechaniea, elumld ha7e 
better opportunities tban he had ever enjoyed. For 
this ho endowed courses of lectures on the uaturftl sci- 
Biicea; he opened the largest reading-rooUL hi Ajnerica, 
whieh fumlebes a pknsant resort to a thousand readers 
daily; while lo help tho other sex, he added a School 
of Ueaigii for Women, wliicL sends forth hundreds 
well fitted to be teachers, and some of them mli.**ta; 
anil who go forth into the woi'ld to erirn an !ioiiest liv- 
ing, and to blcaa the meroory of Ihoir gonorous beuc- 
f&dor. Thifl nohlo institution, standing right ia the 
heartofNew-York, will remain, long jifLer iLs founder 
has passed away, his enduring mojiumeot. 

Yet while doing so much for the public, those who 
sec him in Lia family kaow how he retalua the simple 
biibitji of early life — how, while j^iviug hundreds of 
thousands to otlierSpLo cares to spend little on bimsolf; 
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how he remains the same modesty klndlj old moo] tlift 
pure, ibc generous, sod good. The recession of suoba 
mantoiUcliCJid of tbc new Compflnv was a bcnodicUon, 
It brcmglit a blca^iiug wilb it; sxwl if in future j^eara a 
hundred cables aliould link ibe New World to tie 
01d« it Avill be a ploasant rcmcmbrfknco tbat tlio be^n- 
ning of the cnterpriae was connected with that hon- 
ored name. 

Mr. Field nest addressed himficlf toMr, Kosea Tay- 
lor, Q well-known capitalist of New- York, engaged in 
extensive business reaching to difierent parts cf the 
world, and ;vho^ daily obsL-rvatioji of all sorw of tO' 
lerprises, both sound and visionary, mndo him per- 
haps tk severer judge of any new scbeme. With this 
gentleman be had then no personal acquain lance, 
Ijut sent :i note of introducliun J^om a frieud, with a 
line requesting an interview, to whielt Mr, Tnvlor re- 
plied by nn invitation 10 his house on an evening when 
he ehould bo disengaged. As thcao two gentlemen 
Lave since been very iatimatcly associated, they re- 
cur plt^asaritly to tl)cir first interview. Saya Mr, 
Field : '' I shall never forget bow Mr, Taylor rcociveiJ 
mi?. He feed on mc his been eje, as if he would 
look through me; acd then, sitting down, he listened 
to mc for nearly an hour wiihout saying & word," 
This wag rather an ominous begitining. However, hb 
quick mind soon saw tl*e poaaibilities of the cntcrpria^ 
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and the evening emletl hy sm agreemt^iit — condiLional, 
like MFh Coo]H;r*3 — to enter into it 

Mr. Taylor, being thua collated, brought in liia 
frtcjTtJ, iff. Mursiuill 0. RtjbcrU — a man wlioae career 
has been too remarkabli^ lo be pnasod witliotit nolioe. 
A native of tiic cil/ of New-York, (tbougli IjU fiilhei 
was a pbjsiciaii from Whiles, wlio came lo tbia coutilry 
early in tbU centurf,) Ue found Uimselff when a. hoy of 
eigbt years, sin orfilian, ^rilbouC a friend in the worliL 
From that time ho mnili; his way pnreJy hy his own 
induatrj uU'l indonntible wilt. At ihe age of twenty 
he was embarked in business fc>r htraaclff and hia hia- 
tory Boon bccimc a Burc^ssioii of great tnlerpriBea. 
If ve were to relate aome of the incld^?nt3 connected 
ift-Llh his rise of fortune, they would sound more like 
roinauee than ren]i^y. Hewasthe first to profectthoso 
floating pAhicea wliiuh low ply the waters of the Hud' 
Bon and the great lakes, lie was one of the early pro- 
molcra of tbc Erie Railroad. When the discovery of 
gold iu. OalinjmLi turned the tide of emigration to 
tbatcuost, be gUiricd tlie line of stea.mera running to the 
latbiDu^ of Pixnamo, And ccratrolled kirgcly the com- 
merce witb tbePociDe* Thus Lis hand was ftll, giving 
impulse to many different enterprises on land and geo. 
Hb whole course baa been marked bj a spirit of cora.- 
morcial daring, which men call rfLshne^s, until theyscQ 
its success, anJ then appUud a^ raarvellous sagacity. 
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Mr FieM next vrrore lo Mr. Cbmdier WUiti^, n por- 
eonol frieud of mnnj' years atanJing, wbo lad rtJtirtd 
from bvisiiiesa, ond was ]iving a few miles bcluw the 
city, Dear Fctt lia-JuiltoQ, at one of lho£o bcuulifol 
j>fL)i[ils of view which comMiatid tlio wliole Larlxir of 
Ntw-York. IIo loo was very slow lo yield to argu- 
ment or pcrsuiision. WliyahouM he — whca ho bad 
oast anchor in thiB pmtcoful sp<:>t — ngain embark in ihe 
cares of business, and, worst of ^ill, in na enterprise xhc 
Bccno of which was far dLstanl, and the results very 
uucertnin? But cNthu^iasin is always magiiellcf mid 
tho g!i>wing descHpiions of Lis persuarlor ai luiiglh 
provaik^d-*^ 

Thcrowcrc now Eve gciitlcmcQ crdUted; and Mr. 
Flt'M waa nbcmt to apply to otiiera, to nurko up bis 
propoaad number, when ITr. Cooper camo to ask why 
Jilt would not do as well 03 kn/ Tho question was no 
sooner anted thou answered. To ihis all agrcetlj and 
at ODGe fixeil nn evening when they should meet at 
Mr. Field's hocac lo hear hia etatcmcntd and to ex- 



iiiro of ■ddtog hvn Ilie nnme of nnother ptiitiPHt mvrtHiikal, who aDtT' 
vonJ jiuncd ilii^ Utile CGiapajiy. ^r, WiboD d. llaat, Sir Haot 1« 
UV^ vf tliu uM ii>tT4:1ibnl:i of Nt«i-Vut k wUu, Uirougli liiA ^tolv tariff r, 
tr|s iiiaintiuiLcd tUo liighi^il refmlQlloiL (nf commenui jiile^tTp and 
vlin»a fortune ^t! the r«vut| of a long life nf bonoritblp IndiiBiLrj, lie 
jdnc J TJie Camiiflnj In iSftJ, »nU has bwn n aipong ftnd stoidj friend 
fruui UulL Jdjr Iv llUaj 
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amine the cIjarLer of tlic old cotnpatiy^ fiad out wboitit 
had done, nnJ what it proposed to do, wlial property 
it had and w bat debts it owed; and decide whethur 
the cotcrprjao offered aufEcicnt inducemcata to embark 
lu It. Accordiugly iliev inel, Jiml f^>r fjur iiiglils in 
fiucceasiou discussod iha subject. Ii was in ibe dioing- 
room of Mr, Field's houge, and the krge tablo was 
spread ^s-ilb maps of the route to be traveraed by the 
line of teL'grapli, and with plans and esliiimtcs of tha 
work 10 be done, the cost of doing it, and the retura 
whicb tliey might hope in the cod to realize for t^oir 
labor and their capital. The result was &n agreement 
on the part of all to eiitpr oq the uiiderUking, if the 
UoYcrDracut of Newfoundland would grunt a new 
charter conccdjng more farorabla tenna. To a^scure 
ihia it was imj>oi"taiit to send at once a commission to 
M"ewfoundl;md, Neither Mr. Cooper, Mr, Taylor, nor 
Mr, Eoborta would go ; and it devolved on Mr, Field 
to mako the first vojage on thb business^ q3 it did ilia 
more than ilJly voyages since, either to ITewfaund- 
lund, or aerosa the Atlantic, Bui not wishing to 
tdte the whole reaponaibiUtj', he was accompanied 
at Lie ejinicst request by Mr. White, ;iGd hy Mr. D-D. 
Field, whose counaeJ, as he wiLs to be the legal ad sriser o 
ihe Company, was all-important ia Lhe frainijig of tho 
new charter that was to secure the rigbts of ihe Com* 
panv- Say^a the latter gentleman, in an account given 
alUrwarda; 
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'* The agreement wHh tbc Electric Telegraph Com- 
pnnv-, and tlie formal aarreader of its ciiflrier, were 
Bignccl on llic teath of MiircL, [1304,] and on iLe (oar- 
leeutli we left ^'c\T-Vork, accoinpnnicd by Mr, Gis- 
bomc. Tlie next moniing we took lie steamer at 
Boston for Hiilifas, and tbence, ou lUe night of iho 
eighteenth, dcp.irtcd iu the littb steamer Merlin for 
St. Juhii's^ Xewfijuiidluud- Thrt.'e more dis:igi'eealile 
day&, 7qj'ftger8 scarcely ever passed, than we spent in 
that smallest of steamers. It seemed as if aU tlio 
alonna of winter bad been reserved for the fir^l month 
of spring- A fitisl-buund coast, a[i ley sea, rLiin, hail, 
sDow and lempcsr^ were the greetings of the telegraph 
advcaturera iu tbcir drat movemont towards Europe. 
In the darkest Qight, through which no man could oeo 
the ship's letjgtb, with suow filling the air and flyicg 
into iLo ovea of the sailorti, with ice ia the water, and 
A heavy Bta. rolling and moaning about u.*, the captain 
fflt his way around Ciipe Race with his lead, ss the 
blind lonn feels his wny wilh his sLalT, but as confi- 
dently and ns saPfly as if the sky had bocu clear and 
the sea calm ; and the light of morning diwaed upon 
dock and mast and spar, eoated with glitlering ice, but 
floating securely between the raountanis whicli form 
the gates of the harbor of St> J<^in*d. In that busy 
aud hospitable tovra, the first person io whom we were 
introduced waaifi Edward M. Arehibaltl^ tliCB Alto^ 
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nej-Gcneral of iLe Colony, and now Britifili OoqsqI in 
Kew-York, lie eiitorod warmly into our yiewa, ar>d 
from thai day to iWis^ has been, an efficicot ntid consist- 
ent supporter of Lbo undertaking'. By bira we vrcro 
introduced ti> llie Gort-Tnor, (Kerr Bailt-y Uamiltiin,} 
who also took an enrnest iotert^st m our plana. He 
convoked the Council to reeiiive us, and Lear on ex- 
pliioaiioa of our views mid wisljca. In o low Loura 
aller the eorift:rence, tbe answer of the Governor and 
Counci] waa received, consenting to recommenfl to the 
Aflsorahly a f^uaranteo of the interest of £hOfiOO of' 
bonds, an imraediate grant of fifty flquare miles of 
lanJ, a f\irther grant to the same extent on the cum- 
pletion of the telegraph aeross the oeeanf and a pny-' 
ment of £5000 toward the construetion of a bridle^ 
path across the island, along the line of the loni 
telegraph." 

ThU waa a bopefiil beginning; and, though the 
ehnrter was not jet obtalnod, feoliug nffiured by iLia 
official cnconragcincnt, and tUo public interest in tho 
prnjeul, that il would be granted by the oiJtrny, Mr-i 
Field rcTnainod in St. John's but three djij^s, wliea- 
he look the Merlin bai.-k to Halifax on his wa/ t>i 
Neipv-Yoik, there to jmrchasc riiid ecttddown it »U-sai 
for the nervice of the Gonkpuiiy^ leaving liift lUMwiaif 
to secure the charter and to rarry owl ilitt arrut]' 
caente witii the former cotf^pnuy* To aijliJt 
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dctaila w.is ncccsflri!}' .1 work of limc. First, ths 
cUortt^r of tUe lAd " Kleclrie Tt-lt'.gi-.iiiL CuuiiJflDj " Lad 
10 be repealed, to clear the way for a new cliaru^r to 
tho CotQp.iav, wliich was to bear ilie more compr^ben- 
piTC title of ^' Kcvr-Yoik, KewibundUnd, and Londoti,'' 
Tills ^^bartcT — wliich Lail been, drawn wilb tlic greatest 
carg by ibe counsel of the CompaJiy, wLilu on tba 
voyage to Newfoundland — lore on its Tcry front tlio 
dcularation that llie [Amis of tliL^ new Coinjjany were 
much bru;i(]t'r Lliaii tbose of tlie old. In. ilie foinicr 
charter, the deeign was thus set forth ; 

'^TLc telegraph lincof this company is designed lo be 
flrictly an * I nt^r Con ti Denial Telegraph/ Its tcrmim 
will be XcW'York, in ibc United Suite's, and London, 
in the kingdom of Great Dritmn; these points nro to 
bo connected by a line of electric telegraph from New 
York lo Si- John's, Newfoundlaml. partly on poles, 
p:irt]y laid in the ground, and partly througli the 
water, n>ii a line <t/ift^ gwijkst stcaymhips cufr&tiilijrom 
^QlpoirU lo Ireland, The tripfl of these aU:arnshii>s, It 
is eatpecli^d, wUl not exceed five days^ and as very liltlQ 
time will beoccnpied in tranrfmittingmessagea between 
St, John's and New-York, the communication between 
the latter eily and London or Liverpool, will be effect 
ed tfl ^ dayXj or lasj. The company will have like- 

^tcam yacht, for the pur- 
intCT — r^'-'/'V' KiiTttttftnatjd American slearo- 
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Bhips, SO that no opportunity may bo lost in forward 
ing iatclligcnce in ndvauce of tlie ordinary cbanaela or 
oommuniculion-" 

But the charter of tlie " New-Vork, N"ewfoundland, 
and London Telcgrapli Oompanjj" wliicli was now to ^j 
be obt;iiuei.Tf lic^ii by Jt-claring, in its very first sen-^H 
tcnee : *' Wlicreaa^ ii ia deemed advisable, to estnblisli 
a line of lelcfirnpliic communication between America 
and Europe, by way of Newfoundland," Kot a word 
ia aaid of fast sliipR, of coiinmiaicatioiia ia lets tliau six 
daja^ but every thing poinla to a line across the ooean, 
Tliufl one section gives ftutborily to establish a stibma- 
rinc tclcgriipb across tbe ocean, from Ncwfouudland to 
Ireland ; another section prohibits aay ether compnay 
or person from toacbing the coast oF Newfoundland ori 
its dependcEciea [wbicU iaeludes Labrador] with n tcle- 
gnipliic c:iblo or wirtr. from jiny point wlialcver, fur 
filly years; and a third si?ction (;^aiits ihe Company 
fifty aquarc milea of land upon the completion of the; 
Bubmiirinc line across tbe Allanlic. 

In other respects the cbaner was equally liberal. It 
incorporated the associates for fifly yHirs, estjiblielied 
pcrfxt cqunlity in respect to corporators and officers, 
between citizens of tbe Unitji^d Stated and British suV 
jectfl, and allowed the meetings of the slocl;liolclor^and 
directors to bo hold in New- York, in Newfoundland, 
or in London. 
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To oblaio suoli conccsaiona was a work of some diffi- 
cuUy and dtla_v. The Legislature of ibc province wem 
uatumllj' anxioTva to scan carefally conditions ibat 
were to bind tbom and tlicir cliildren for half a ccn- 
Itinr, I have noif befi.irc rae ibe papera of St. John's 
of that dnj, coQUining iho discussions in the Legisla- 
ture; and whila nil testify to the deep public latorcat 
in- the Btiipcndoua project, tliey show a due care for 
the mtcrefitsyftljeirown colony, wliichtln-y were bound 
to protect* At lengih all dilEcnltica were removed, 
and the charter was passed unaninioualy by iKe Aa- 
flcuiblyj and coufirmed by the Council- 

This hnppy result was didy celebrated, in the man- 
ner which nil Englirfinicn approve, by a grand ban- 
quet given by the com miss ion era of the new Company, 
to ibo members of the Assembly and other digniiariea 
of the colony. The report of that dinner ia now b& 
fore mc in the Si. John's papera ; ncd it is gratifving 
to perceive how heartily the enterprise was wdcomed 
by all classes; and liow fond were the antii?Jpations 
of the incrca'ied intercourse it wouM bring, and the 
jaanifold benefits it would confer on their long'-ne- 
gleclcd L4land. 

No sooner were the pni)ers sigacd, tb[m the wbeela, 
so long blocbetl, were unlooacl, and tho machinery 
hcgim to move. Mr, While nt oacc drew on Kew- 
■k fur Qfty thou^nd dol]£.ra, and paid off i 
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tho debts cf llio old compnuy, A St. Johii'a newa- 
papor of April 8tli, 1664, amid a grcnt deal on ihe 
subject, conlaina this paragropb^ vrUcli is ver}' sig- 
riCciint of tlie Jead sliite of tbe old coii]|jaiiy, and 0/ 
tbe life of the new: 

"The office of the new Electric Telegraph CompaL/ 
has been eurrounded iLe kst two or ihiec daja by tbe 
men who had been engaged the last year on tho liiie, 
aod who a^ro being paiJ all di^Ll^ duc^r c-nd dcni^nrJs 
against the old association. We look upon tlie readi* 
n&s willi wliicli these claiios an? bqiiiihtLeil ns a snb- 
Etanthl iiidi<;atioi] 011 the part uf tliG new Compary 
that they will compLote to the letter all iliat tbey 
huve dedured lo ncoornptiali in this hnportaut under- 
taking." 

In the carlv part of Mav, the two genlJemen who 
had rcmaiucd behind in Newfouu^Slaiid rejoined their 
aasocialca in Ncw-York, and there the charter wna for- 
rajilly a4;i;epted and the Company organised. Aa all 
ihe a^sotjiaies hod not arrived till Salnrday evening, 
the sixth of May, and aa one of ihem was to leave 
towE on Monday mornings it waa agreed that they 
should luei^t fur organization at s\x o'clock of lliat day. 
At that hour thoy came to the house of Mr, Field'a 
brother, and as tbe £.r£t rays of the morning suu 
streamed Into the wintilow^ tbe formal organization 
took place. The charter was accepted, ihe slock fiii"U 
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ribtid, iiDfl tliQ oQicars choaen. Itlr. Cooper, Mr. 

*uylor, Mr Fk-ld, Mr. Roberts, nud Mr. Wliite were 

jihe first directors. Mr. Cooper wu.a cliijscn Presidonl, 

[llr. Wliile, Vicc-Preaidcot, and Mr, Tajlor, Treasurer, 

Tbfa is a sliort story, and soau told. It seemed & 

ligLl affair, for Litlf a di:jzen men tUua to meet in ihc 

early jnormiug and tosfi off sucU a business before breolc- 

Ckat. But wlmt a work was that to which thcj thus 

mt tbeir Laods! A capital of a million aad a half of 

lollara was subseribed in thoae few minuies, and a 

jompatiy put in operation ihot was to carry a line of 

fiegrapli to St, John's, more than a thousand mlics 

im New- York, and then to span the wild sea. "Well 

Wijs it tlint Lhi?y who undertook the work did not tiicn 

.^ully reali^w its mugaitude, or they might hare shmuk 

im the attempt. Wyll was it fur Lhi^in that the vcU 

rns not liAed, which t^iit &om their eyes the long 

■lay, the iraraense toil, and the heavy burdens of 

^«/my wearisomo yeara Sueli a proapecl might have 

chilled the most sanguiue spirit. But a kind Provi- 

lence gives men atreugth for tbeir dny, imposes bur* 

L as tlicy arc able to b«ar them, and tlms leada 

lem ou to greater achievemcQla than tbey kni^w. 



CHAPTER IV. 

FirciL Oi^uncLi UiLM or Ro^r to HiiriLT, Two Yitis or L^noR. 
Fm^ ATTEMPT TO LIT 1 Cahlk i.t'nns4 Tnir (Juif av St. Lawilisce, 
TR leCD, F.ULCU, Seico^p Attghpt, IK lfl£6r which la Suoi^j^fH- 



Thebe is nothing ic the world caster tlian to Imil 
& line of rAilroad, or of telegrajjli^ n/t pajier. Ytiu 
have only to take the map, and mark tUe pointa to bo 
connected, and tlico witli a single sweep of the ponoU 
to druw the Imc along which the iron trtvck is to i-uu. 
In this airy flight oF the imngicfltioni distanc*^ are 
Dolhihg, A thousand leagues vanish at a alroka All 
obsteclra disctppear. The valleys are exalted, and tbe 
bills are made low, noble bridges span the mountain 
Btrcams, and tbo chasnoB are leaped in safely by the 
fire- drawn cars. 

Very different ifl it to conatnict a line of railroad or 
of telegraph in TcaUtff* to come with an army ol la- 
borers, with axca on their shoulders to cut down ths 
fbrestd, nntl wiOi epad-^s in tlieir han<la to caaL np iha 
highway. Then poetry ainks to proae, and insleod of 
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fiying over the epitce on wing^, ond must iravi^ree it 
00 f*>t> slcjwlj" and willa pninfiil areps. Tbcn uataro 
aKicrts li<!r power; anJ, as if rt'sentful of tliu diMlaiii 
willi whic^li niiin id liia pride Affected to lenp over her, 
fihe piles ap new l>amerB iq Iijb way, Tlie raotiDlaios 
with their niggod sidea cannot be moved out of iheir 
plaice. The gmuitij rocks must be cleft m twain, 
lo open & poEsage for this bonsting hero, bePoro be 
can b^m liia triumpb^ marchn The ^too(U seem to 
tliickrn into aji uiipaa^bJo jungle; and tlie inora?<s 
sinks deeper, tbi'ealoning lo sw:dIovr up the h^>csc and 
Ilia riiler; until tho raali projector is startied at hia 
own audacilj. Then it becomes a contest of furcea 
bctwoeD man an^ ontur^, iu wbicb, if lie would coo- 
qiieTj he must ligbt hia wny. The bnrriers of nature 
CJirrDot 1>e liglitly pushed aside, but miigt jicfd ;U Inst 
onlj to time and toil, and ^' man's unconquerable wilL" 
Seldom have all ihcso obatacica been combined in a 
more fonnidnbh- manner to obstruct auy publu: work, 
than ag^nst the ntteitipt to build a lelegmph lino 
aeroaa the jshmd of Newfoundland. Tho djatonc^t 
by the roate to ho Lrayeraed, waa overfbur hundred 
inik-s^ and the country waa a wilderness, an utter dcso- 
JatioD. Yet through such a conntry^ over mounbaio 
and DHwr, through tangled brake and rocky gorge, 
over river* and through monissofl, tbey were to baild 
« road— not merely a line of Iclogroph stock on polea, 
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but " II gcMxl mtd IraverKilile bridLc'ras<], dglit fr 
ividc, with bridges of iko aune width,'* from end t 
end uf the idQinl, 

But noUiing daunted, the new Compar^y uiulcrUJok 
the great work with spirit and resolutioi), Gifiborre 
Lad innde a beginning, and got eomo iitiriy Or fort 
miles aut uf St- John's. Thia was iLe easiest pari 
nf the whole routo^ bHrg in tJie iticst inhabited regioL 
of Iho ifllancl. But here he brbko dowu, juat vhorL' i 
voa neccssiiry to leave civili^ticn behind, and to 
plungu intti ihu wtlJtmeaa. 

Intending to reaume the work oq a much larger 
scab, Mr, Wliilc, the Vice-Freeitleui, was sent down 
to St. Johns to be the Geoeral Agent of Ihc Oom- 
finny ; whih? ^f^■. Matthew D- Fir.-ll, ns a practical en- 
(^'ineer, wita to hnve thjii-gii of t.hu conBlnicticri of the 
liuc The latter soon orgaaizcd a force of six hundred 
m^, which Uo pualicd forward in dctaclimctiLfl to tho 
seeiie of operitlbru*. 

And now began to appear etill more the diSlcultiefl 
of the way. To provide aubsistcocc at all for man 
urid be^iat, iL was necessary to keep near the ooast, for 
all supplies had U> bo aenl rouud by sea. Yet in fol- 
lowing the coast Viwv, they had to wind around bavs, 
or tochnib over leaOhmda, If tlicy stnick into the 
interior, they bad to cut tfieir way tbrongb the dt'iiae 
and tangled wood. Tboro was not a putlj to £fuida 
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tiicm, not cvan an Indiao ir:iil. Wbca lost in The 
forest, tbey tftd lo follow tin? cornpiiss, ns mucli as tUe 
mariacr at sen. 

To keep auub a force m ttiG iielJ, that, like nn ^nny, 
produced iiot^iicigf but consumed fearfally, requirv-l 
conslniit nlt<;ntion to tlio commissary department. 
TliQ liule steamer Viclorin, which belonged to liie 
CompiiDj', was kept wmsUintly plying along the coast, 
carrying barrtls of pork and polatn^ kegs of [lowdt-r, 
pickaxca ami spaiks and sLorcIs, and all llic implc- 
moatA of labor. These were lakca up to the li&aJa 
of the baya^ and thence carried, chiefly on menSi 
bftcks, over (he bilia to the line of the road. 

In many respects, it bad tho fentiircs of a military 
esp'.^litioTi, It moved forward in a great camp. The 
men were sheltered intents, when sheltered at all, OTin 
Bmall biitfi whieb they built a\\yng the road. But raor^ 
oAca they slept on Ihe ground. It was a wild and 
piclurc'sque sight to comt; ujKin their c:unp la the 
worxU, lo 80^ iheir fires blazing ^t night while hiin- 
dreda of stalwart aloepera lay stretched on the ground, 
Somctimt-3, when ntciimped on the hiii^ they could be 
sei?n stir ulT Jit sra. It maJe a preUy pieture tbt^n. 
But the haMy men thought little of the ligure they 
wore making, when iLey wcrt esjKifled lo the fury of 
the dements. Often the rain fell in torrents, and tht? 
men, crouching under their shght shelter, listtned aa*Uy 
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to tlie fligliing of the wiad among tba trees, aoawered 
by tbc desolato moaning of tbe sea. 

Yet in flpitc of ttU obetackfl. tbc work went on. 
AJl tbrougk ilie long dajs of summer, iiod Lhrougfci 
tbo months of aiitnmnT every cove and creek along 
tbat Boutbcrn cioaat beard tbe plusbing of their oara, 
and tbe steady stroke uf Lbck axes reaouud^ad tlirougk 
the forest 

But aa the season advaoccd, all tbesc difficulties ia- 
crenaed. For nearly half tbe year, tlie island Is buried 
in Minw. Blinding drifts sweep over tlie niourK, and 
choke up ite pailis of the forest. How at auch luaea 
the expoditioQ lay floundering ia tbe w<kx1^ or at^ 
tempting atill to force ita way onward; what hard- 
ships and HiiflV-ifngs the men erjdure^l — oil this ia a 
chapter in the Ilisiory of the Telegraph wbicb has 
not bccQ written, and which can nev^r be i'uJly told. 
But 

OentlfiDGiL Gf EngUud, 
t?liQ d^-cll «t Imam At cue, 



aiO who are justly proud of tbe extent of their do 
minions, and tba lii'e and power whiuli pervade the 
whole, may here iiad aoothcr example of tbe way ii^ 
which great works are borne forwaiil in distant parta 
of ihdir anpire. 

But to carry oat each arv cnterpriac, requires "hcad- 
■pork" na well aa " hand-work-" Engineering in tka 
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Ie3d must bo supported hy fiuaticicriDg at Lome* It 
vjis litre ttie former enteqirise broke clown, and now 
□eeded coiifil,int waloliiog to keep the wLeela in 
ly motion. The diroolora in Kcvr-York tbund a 

tiily ^Icmaiid oi\ tbeir atieniicin, Tbo miiiiltf wladi 
lind grasped iho krge desigo, must now descend to nn 
jnfinity of dt^laiL They had to keep au arfny of men 
work, at a point a, thousand milea away^ ^ beyond 
tWr imineiliale oversigiit. Drails for money came 
thiek and fast. To proviile for all these required 
constant attention. How faithfully tliey gave to this 
enlerpriBc, not only their money, but their time and 
ihouglit, few will know ; but we who liave seen can 
testify. In ihe omumn of that yenr, 1854, ibe writer 
removed to the city of New-York, and wtifl almost 
duilyat the boofie of Mr. FiM, Yel for montha it 
was hardly po^ihle to go tbere of an evening without 
finding tbo libmry oecupiud by the Company- In- 
deecl, fli* unirormly waa ihia the case, that '* the Tele- 
graph" began to be regarded by the family us an ud- 
wclcome intrusion, aince it put an interdict on the for- 
mer social evenings and quiet domeatic enjoyment. 
Thvj cireiimalance showa the ceiselcss care on the pwt 
of the directors which lie ei"»rerpriae involved. Aa a 
wiineas of their incessant labors, it is due to tbcm to 
bear liiis tcstimcDy to their patience and tbcir Melitj. 
When they began the work, ibey Lope<l to cariy 
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ihi liiie across Tfewfouudlai^d in ouc year, oompletiug 
it in the BOmnior of 1S55. In anliuipation of th\ 
Mr, Field was sent by the Company to EiigUnd at 
tlie clo^e of 1S->1, to order ^ callc to fj>:iii Llie Gulf 
of St. lijiwrcjtce, to connect Cape Itiy 'with tlie ielaoi 
of Cope Breton. This was liie Grat voyage ncroaa tin 
oceao on the busioeas of tbe Telegraph — to bo fol- 
lowed by more than ibirty otUcra. In London ho met 
for tlio fiist lime Mr, Jclm W. Brett, whli whom lio 
was to be afterward (iOQiieeted in tbe larger enteqaria; 
of the Atlantic Tekgraplj. Mr, Brett was the fu^then^M 
of submarine tclogmphy in Europe, tliougli iucarryin;i»^^ 
oat bia first projects he was i.ii-gcly iudcbtcd to Mr. 
Oranipton, a well-taown engineer of Loudon, who aid- 
ed him both wiih advice and capital. With this in 
Taluablc ns^sUmee, be had stretched two lines acroaa 
the Bntiih channel From bid success In ji^issing these 
waters, be believed a lino might yet be stretcLed fVom 
continent to continent Tlie ecicntific men of England' 
were not then educated up to that jxjint. The bare 
Huggeation waa received with a smde of iiicredulity. 
Bat Mr. Brett " had faith/' oven at that early day, 
and entered beartily into the schemes of Mr, Field.1 
To ahow his intenst, he nfcrward took a. fLWsharea itt^ 
the Newfouaclland line — tho only Englishman who had 
OLypart in this preliminary work. 

The summer came, and the work in Newfoundlandjl 
though not complet?, waa odviincing; and tho cabli 
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ill Engl&nd wna finished and aliipped oa boitnl tlia 

bark Sardi L. Brjaut to cross tbe bo&, Antioip&tfng 

itfl arriv.tl, tLe Company chartered a steamer lo gj 

iowu to Nc\yronndIaritl to iisabt in ita SLibmoraion 

tbc Galf of Su L:iwretii». As jet tlit^y hiid 

experience in tlm bifsinr.r'U nf Ijtyin^T^ a aab- 

ino telegraph, and did not doubt that ibe work 

OOuld be accomplislied witU tbc greatest case. It wns 

tlicreforo to bo an cjtcurabn of pkaauro aa vrcU as of 

ijnees, and accordmgly tbcy irrited n large party to 

docvn lo wiineiiss tbo imaocii^^omed spoctncli;. 

A^ ws ehftncod to be nmoog the fj^csU, we have iba 

best reason to remember it. Seldom has a mora ploa.'^ant 

party been gatbcrcd far fluy cxpeditii>o. Represent- 

iug the Company wi."ro Mr. Fii^ld, Mr. Pttcr Cooptr, 

Ir. Itobert W. Lowber, and I'rofLissor Morse^ wliilo 

loug the Jnvitod guests vcro freailemeu of oil pro- 

fcwioDs — clergymen, disclora and Uwyera, artiata and 

kiiutrs. Rev. Drs. Field and Gardiner SprUig, wilb 
Kir wliite liaira, were among as, and Ihe 11^*7. J. M, 
hcrwtmd; Dr. Lowb A, SayrOi Bayard Taylor, ihd 
widl'kmMvn travtilcr, Mr. Fili-Jjnica O'Briea, and 
Mr, JoJiM MnlLdy— tliQ tbrcT! bitter gentlemen repre- 
iting killing pnpers of New-York.* Besidua these, 
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The Icllrr* aT Mr. Tajlnr, which flrtl afiJiapcd To the T^ifntMd, 
hiLTC U'en ainco cuLU.v(ul in ont of Lii* vi>]um«4 ofli'dvi'l Ur, O'Drieri, 
A T«rj UnllitEit wr'iV^Y. wlio fe!\cnrvJ f>'Il In otir dril var, fighJog 

a* 
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tbe purty included a Jargc number of ladiea, wiio gai 
liitr and auitnaibn to the conjfian^y. 

Well do we recrdl tbe morning of our departure, 
woa eleven years ago — the eavenlh of AugiiRt, 185i 
Never did a vojage begin witb Eiirer omens. It ^as A^ 
briglil summer day. The aky w.ia clear, and the wsl- 
tar smootk "We were on the deck of the good ship 
James Adger, loag known as one of the fine fitearaera 
belonging to the Charleston line. She waa a awift 
ehip, and cut the water like an nrrow, Thna wo sped 
dovn tlie bay, and turning into the ocean, skimmedj 
along the shores of Long Island. The sea waa tran^ 
quil as a lake. Tlie whole party vrere on deck, scai 
tered in gniinpa here and theiv^ walohing the aaih ant 
the Bhore, A rude telegraph iuBtrameut furnished 
teTtaLDmont and inBtrnoLlon, especially as wc hail Pi 



bravely Tor hi* ndopted conntrr, fumblicJ fiOOi« aplHUd l«tlvrs to 
7\mcL Bill Mr. MulliW, *liO appcorcJ forUiC Herald^ wai Ibe moat 
pera^TinuS miffCiftiint dd Uiq Telegraph, MiJ llio iiiobI hHlnfaflgnbi*^^ 
Cortapoflileiit H« flCDCirripatiiiid ncH Oolj Uiia Gipedition, tjuL BeTi*rt^^| 
othera. Hg waJ on bonnl tbe Klogani b 1B37. aiiil ajsniu lu botJi 
Lbe tiptJUicpna of 1823^ r^Ti'l ori tlte final ttucccaa ^f Lbc cabl^pre-^ 
pni^ u TolEime, trlitcli wq» [>uUUiiheO by tlio Appktoai, giving tha 
lurj of Ibe i?infrprl*i^ TlU^ conEoIn^ Ibc fdUcsL occount of kU Ibc 
I'lpf-'illrJojis wbii:li bu boFii [;Wi>ii lo ilif |>ublic. I ba^'e IiihI frnjUDnt 
oecvlrm la rurcr to hid toiikf ibd i^on bonr vitoctd ta ibfl IntvM^t 
of die nnrmiiv?. It l^vrriLrn witb spirit, onJ dmibilc^ irould hnro 
]ibJ t iongur llfiri If liw Obkt JtHlf b4tl noi (omc l9 an uiiUmclj' vixL 
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^Bteaor Mor^ to explain tiiU marvellous invejition, 

vriiicli some of ua fdt tU^t we then for tbo Ib^t time 
fuliy understood. All day long we liugt*red on tbe 
deck, aud liexe kept wtvlcLing c^LiU as tlie aun wtnt 
donn in tlic wavcei, and the sUrs bognn to twiakle oa 
tbc deep. It Vfus a day not to ba forgott«a 
^b Al Ualiiax, several of us Jell tlie aiiip, find came 
ncrosa Novn Scoli;i, pxssiDw ihrougli that lovoly region 
of Acadin wliicb Lon^^ellovr hjig invested with aucU 
tender interest in hia poem of Evangeline* Tlicncti 
we Grossed the Bay of Fundy to St Jolm in New- 
Brunswict, aind rcLnnietl hj y*iij o? PoriUnd, 

Tte James Adger went on to Newfouudlsind, steer- 
ing ^t for Tort au Basque, near CLtpe liay, vrbere 
tiioy Loped to meet the bark wLic!t vrns to come from 
England with ihe cubic on board. To their dLsap- 
poinlmcnt, it had not arrived- Mr. Canning, the en- 
gineer who was to lay the cable, bad come out by 
ateamer^ and was on hand, but the bark was not to be 
BeoxL Having to wait several daya, and wishing to 
mal<e the most of their time, they sailed for St, 
John\ where ihey were received by tbe Provincial 
Govemmeot and the people with uuboanded hospi- 

fttyi after which they returned to Port au Ba/iquc^ 
[ were now rejoiced lo dii'cover the little bark hid- 

behii^d the rcx.^ka. It was decided to land the 
in Oape Ray Govt Af\fir a day or two's deUy 
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in getting llio end to the shore, I [icj started lo cross 
ihe Guir of Sl LiiwretieL^ tLe -Wger towing the bnrk, 
Tlie fi€a waa cahn, and tltough ikay were obliged \o\ 
move slowly, yet nil promised wcl], till they were 
ehont hjilf-wny acrc&s when a gale arose, whiuh piltiU- 
cd the hiirk so violeuily, that with its un;vieldy hulk 
itvRSm great danger of sinking. After holding an 
for toura in the rnia hope that it would abate, the 
uaf tain cut the cable to eavc the bark ; and thu3, 
after they had pnid out lorty iriik',*, it was hopelessly 
lost, aad the Adger returned to New-York, 

This loss was owing partly to tlie severity o'f the 
gale, and p^irtly to the fact that the hark which Lad 
the cable on board wiw wholly unlittcd for the pnr- 
poa&. It was a aatUng-veasel, nnd bad lo be towed by 
anotlicr Bbip. In ihia way it was imposaibla to rogii- 
late itfl motion. It was loo fust or too slow. It vraa 
liable to be swayed by the sea, uow giving a lurcli 
ahead, and nowdrairgirg behind. Experience showed 
that a cable should aiwaya be laid from a steam-veasel 
which could regulate its own motion, ruuniug out 
freely when all went smoothly, and chei:king ila 
speed instantly when it was Dsc^ssary to enss Tip the 
etraiu, or to pay out more slaok to All up tUo boUows 
of the ae^. 

This fin*t loas of a submnrino cable w:is u aevefW 
difiappomtment to the Cojupmy. It po?!tpol1<^d thf 
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itopriao for a wliole year. To nml;c a new cillo 

rould require ficvcml montlis. Tha seoBon wns now 

i£ir advanced ibat it coii]*l not bo liud before another 

runcr. AVas it slracgc if some of t.bo IiHIt^ \r.iud bi>- 

pn to ask if liicy had nol lost enouglij nnd to rL-uson 

that it wft3 bettor to stop -where they were, thau to go 

Du aLill f;Lrthcr, CiiaUng tbclr trcasui'sa into the sea ? 

But llifre wfts la that liltlc conipany a fiiilrit of Lope 

td dctennirr^itiun llial eould noi he suMacd ; tb;it 

rcr cried : "Oooo more unlo Ibe breach, good fnendar' 

ter some deliberation^ it waa resolved to renew ihe 

ftt.t4?m]iL Mr FieUl iii-mii sailed for Euglaad lo order 

.unother cable, wliieh wtxa t\\\]y iirjde mid s^•ui out llje 

allowing Buinmor. Thifl time, warned by experieuoe, 

»o Company invilod no party and made no display, 

"he cable wits placetl oti bfjatd a st-;iiiner filled for the 

lurpose. It W.1S bid without ^icx^ident, and retnaiued 

pcrlcct working order for nine yeara, 

Meuiiwliile Ibo work on land bud been pushed for- 

rard without ceasing. After incredible Ijibor, tho 

impany had built a road and a lelegrapli from ono 

md of ycwfoundland to the other, four hundred 

liles ; and, na if that were not enough, Lad built 

tso UBolher line, one hundred and forty miles in 

jfith, >M the islanJ of C:ipe Breton. The fii-st jinrt 

ar work was now dorje. Tl»e tclegiaph had 

•"1 iln." i'lit^^d Slates through ibn 
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British Provinoes to St, John's in ^ewfoumlland, a 
dUUncc from New-York of over one ihouBand milea. 

Tlie coal of till; liuc, tbua far, L^^d bet'D aljout a 
million of dollars, and of tbia tbe whole burden, with 
biil trifling oxceptiona, had fallen upon the original 
projector— Mr, Field bnving put m over two hundred 
iJiouKJind dullars in monuy — and Mr. Cooper, Mr. 
Tajlor, and Mr Roberta each a little leas. No other 
QOaLribators beyond the &[x. origiQul aubsuKbers Lad 
come, except Professor Morse, Mr. Robert W. Low- 
ber, Mr, Wilson G, Hunt, nnd Mr, John "W". Brett. 
The list of directora and of&cera remained ns it waa 
at first, except that Uiia jcar, 1856, Mr, "iVliitc died, 
and his place as director was filled hy Mr IIuDt, and 
that Mr. Field was chosen Vice-President, and Mr. 
Lowber Secretary. In all the operations of the Com- 
pany thus far, the various negotialious, the plan of the 
workj the oversight of ila execution, and tlie corre- 
Bpondence with the ofScers and others, mtonly de- 
volved upon Mr. Field. 

And ao at leuglh, after two long and wearjr years, 
these bold projoctorahad aceompUshctl half their work. 
They had passed over the land, and under the Gulf of 
SL Lapfrt'uccj and having reached the iarlhc^t poiut 
of the Amei'loan coast, they bow stood upon the cliila 
of Wewfoandlaudj looking oDf upon ibe wide seiL 



OHAPTEIl V, 

Tuv Pekp Sti SotT'jOLVcs. The Ot.n AficrirnD o» Rill im Lt4K 
Misfit's iHLiichTDiL lKruTio:fl or LiKDTEN^^ifr BHCNJKr. Cuuia 
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Atl*stic. Dirnw in iHFnEft(MT P4HTa Tns T>t*QB*rnic Pla» 
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When^ a laudBmaa, born far awa^ among tlio 
mountainSj cornea down to the coast, and stands for 
tbo &7si time on tbo slic^rc of tbo eca, ic excites i/i 
HhinLaibcllng of awe acid wonder, not unminglcd willi 
^teiTor. There it lies, a level eurfaceiwith notliing tlint 
fUhs np Its head litco a peak of his native MIIb. And 
jct it U BO VIS), etrctching avay to tbe horizon, and 
all over the sides uf tlie round worM; with ita Lidea 
lAnd currcutfl tliat sweep from tin; eq^naior to the pole \ 
lib its unkao^ra dcptbs and its ce&seleas motion ; thai 
[it ia to biai the highest emblem of m^ijcsty and of 
power-^a not unworthy symbol of God himsell 
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lu pro|x>rtioa to iu mjetery b llie tormr wbioli 
hangs cvtrr it. A v.aguo dj'o:Lj alwajA aurroiiuds tiie 
uukuowa. Aud v^bat so uiikLiuwji as tlie dtti]), uii- 
fiiibomaUe sea? Tor lliousatids of years ihe saila of 
Elijps^ liku winged b'lrU.^ bnve skimmed 0V(;r i^ yd 
it 1103 rcmaiuc'l tho out tiling iu nature beyond alike 
m^s knowloilj^c and bis power. 

Mui mjifka the esflli with ruin, 
Eia Rjulnil BCopa wilti Lhe ahcira. 



And tbe little that has been known of the oc&an 
has been chiefly of ita surface, of the winds tbitt blow 
over jt, and the wavta that arc lifted up on lifgli. 
Wo knew aomewhat of iu tides aad eurreiita as ob- 
served in different p^irtfi of the ciirth. We saw otf 
our coast the great Gulf Strcfim— that steady flow of 
waters so miglily and mysterioua, whieli, iaauiug out 
of the tri^fjical regionSj poured it* warm current, sixty 
miles broad, right tlirou^h the cvld waters of the 
North' At) antic ; and 8wecpiiig ronnd, sent the wra of 
n softer climaLB over all tlta countriea of Western Eu- 
ropR. Old voyag'?rs told m of the tnule-wind?! tbal 
blew across the Paciiic, and of terrible monaoonB in 
China nnd Indian se^iA Bnt all that did not ruvcul 
what was going on a bundre*! fnthoma below the siir- 
fiice. Theao old sailors Lad marvellous tales of lu- 
difm pcarl-divera, who, holding their breath, phin^ed 
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to llie depth of A ftrw lundreJ feei; biit tliey pame ii]i 

half daadf wiili bul little lo toll ostcpt ol" llio fnghtl'ii! 

rooriateraof the deep » The diving bell waa lei down 

ret sonten wrecksj but tie divers came np ooly with 

lies of riclies aod ruin^ of gold and gems and dead 

icu'd bonea thfit lio mingled ti>;^tlief t>D the deep sea 

jor. \Va3 ihc boUom of tLc aca all like tliia '! Wjs 

a. vast raihn of death, iho acpulchre of llie world ? 

No ni.in coald tell us. Poeta might sing of the cared 

of oceao, but no eye of science had yd peoctratcd 

those ^iwfd depths, which the storms never reat;b. 

It is indeed itiarveIloiL» how little was kaowiif up ^a 
o vory reecnt dale, of the tri»e oliaracter of the ocean. 
^^Javigiitors had often tried to liud out how deep ib 
^Bruif. When 1^'ing Ucalmcd on ft tranquil aea, tiiej 
^pU(] amused themsi^lves by letting down a long line, 
wi?igbted with x cannon-hall, to sea if they oouM 
I touch botloin. But the results wore very uaccrtain. 
! Sometimes the line r,in out far milca aud mLlcSf but 
whether it was all the while descending, or was 3wayt*d 
hither and thither by niiglily uuder-earretita, eould nol 
known. 
BuL lIjIs true chamct<:r of the occin it was necea- 
tiy to delemine, licf*»re it could be posaiblc to pasfl 
ilf of the Allniitit\ Whjit waa there ou Iho 
attorn of the sea? for it was tlierc the c^ble was to 
|d lIb nesting- place. Wua tlj;Lt oeean-b^d a wtiJe 
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level piam, or had it been beavud up hy \o\can\ii 
foreea into n liiiuJi-al nnjiuiLairi-p'^iikti, with many a 
gorge and precipice between? Sucli W'os tbe clinrftc- 
tcr oT 0. part of the bosla or the occfin. Here atid 
there, nil over tht; globe, art." islands, like ihe Peak uf 
TencntTf, thrown up in st>ma fierce burst'iig o? the 
crust of our planet, that shoot up in tremoudoua cliffs 
from the sea. Who shall say that the same oU&a do 
not pboi»t liowa bclow^ the wavea & thoiisanil Tithoiaa 
deep? And miglil there not be siicli islands, which 
did not ahow their heada above the aurfucej lying in 
the track between Europe and America; or perchance 
a sueceesioii of mounliiia mnges, over whit:h the i^ble 
would have to be stretched, and where hanging ftota 
the heights it would awing with the tide, till at last it 
Bcapped and fell into the abyss below? Suol* at least 
were possililo (laogers to be encountered, and it waa 
not safe to advance a step till fii'st tho basin of the 
North-Atlantic wa^'i explored. 

The progrcPB of invention, bo rapid on land, n% 
length found n way of penetrating the sea, and even 
of turning up its bottom to the ^razo of men- To 
ineaaure the depth with something like mathemati- 
cal aecnracy, an inatrumeut was intvoiluccd known 
among nautical men as Maesey^s Indir^ator, the meth- 
od of which is very clearly explained iu tMX article 
which api>earcd in one of the NeW-Tork papers, (the 
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Timca,) oc ilie ilcep-sca fiounJiags made for Llie At 
lanlio Telegraph: 

'*Tlie old syBteni is ^ith a small liao, marked «t 
iatanccs of one hundred iuthoms, and \rilh n weigbt 
lliirl^- or fiflj' jKJumls, ihi? dejiili bt?i»g LnlJ hy 
length of tint! run out. This i^, of ef>urse, tho 
natural ap|>nr^tu3 Lliat EuggL?at^ ilacif, and has 
n in uae from lUe earliest ng^s. E:tperJencu has 
ven dirmtjona for its use, avoiding some of the 
roeser causes of error from drifUge j^nd otber caaacA. 
ct its succcaa in immense ocean depths h problemati- 
cal, and a problem deeided ia the negTitiTe hy man/ 
the first scieiiti^c autlioriiies at home and abroad. 
In the mecUanital improvementa of the laat half-ccn- 
iury Bubatitates for this simple but nuhcr uncertain 
method began to be devi^t^. It waa proposed Loas- 
uertoin the depth by the amount of pres^re, or hy 
exploeiota under water, witb otbor oqually impracti- 
cable plana. At lost was noticed the pcrtcct regular^ 
iiy of ihe movemcnte of a spiral Ij^-slmpL-d wheel, on 
ng drawn through the water. Experimenlfl proved 
thatlhia regularity, when unaffeeled by other cnuses, 
uld be relied on with perfect accuracy, and that an 
n^ment of cog-wln^la would r^-gistcr it3 revoiu- 
nawilh maihemaiical precision. Vorysoon itcama 
U50 aa a ahip'e log. So perfeet was th^ir prceistoD, 
t ihcy were cTcr» introduced in Bcicntific Burveya. 
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Qii^c lines, wliere llic nicest nocuracj U re(].u.ireJ, wera 
run wilh thetfl^ and we hnvQ the ligliest aalliority of 
the Royal Navy for believing tbat thcj never fflilcJ. 
At tills point il was proposed to apjily ibem in a pci^ 
jtemliciikr 115 wdl as in a liori^onlal mciiion tlirough 
the water, Maasey's flppanitua promising to solve llmsu 
problems of submarine gcogniphy left unsolved bjtUo 
old iTietlifjd of obtflining depth with a simple line and 
sinker, nnJ iliis mono ospcmlly asfiomeeaii^s of error, 
considerable on tljo surface, disappciir in the still wut^r 
below," 

To make our knowledge of the sea complete, one 
tliiTig more was wanting — a method not only of reach- 
ing the bottom, but of luying hold of itj and biiiiging 
it up to tlioliijlit ofclaj. This was now tobosujiplied. 
le U to llie inventive genins of a lieutenant of iho 
UaiWd States Navy, Mr. J. M. Brookt*, thiit the world 
owes the meats of finding out what ia at the bi»Iton» 
of the BJa. Thid is by a very simple cODtrivance, 
by which the heavy weight, naed to sink the mcflsur- 
ing line, m ^laehfd as stxm (ts it sfrikes botfom^ leaviUL,' 
llie line iVoo so ihtil it can be drawn np Ifghlly and 
quickly lo the anrftwo without danger of breaking. 
Mow the Weight, and driven by it into the oozi?, is a 
rod, in which h an open valve, that now clo^s with 
a pprin;!, by whith it catches a cupful of the soil, 
wLiuh is thus Lruu^Ut up to thu surfauc, to bo placod 
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A sbowH tbc iiiatnimont touly for sovitvUne- It la vvrj liim- 
pl<\ cOQsi»tTJ>g only oF A cannon-tmll, |iii'T«nl vilh nn iron ro*!, 
Atid hoM irk ilp pl*rc l-v falings. As the hull goort duwrx liwiniv. 
il iLrii'os Ihi; rod inlo tka botlnii. |ikv t)ii> ]H>Mit of a tjiwr. wlipfi 
opening il llic cml uvtftren th« ooio in its irOM lips. Tho 
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ijer tlie tnicroscf^pe, Anl be subjected to tEjc flijirp 
syo of meiLCc With Uiis Eimple instrumont tbo skil- 
il seomnn explore the bottom of tbe occ^an by liter- 
lilj fcclmg over it, Witii a long line Uc divea to tlie 
fCTy lowc-^^t depth?, while the clasp :it the ejid of it^ iR 
Iko iho tip of the elepbaat'e trunk, serving as a deli- 
ito finger with which be picliB up Siitid and alalia 
int lie strevrn on tho floor of tlie deep, Wbnl im- 
irtint conduaiooa are JeriveJ from tlds iDS[>ectiou of 
le bottom of the aca, is well Bljitcd by Lieutenant 
[aory in tho letter already quoted- 
We cnn but regard it as a Providential event, 
3^n[ig the way Cir the great ocbinveotcHt which 
low to be underlakeii, that a partial survey ofibe 
^llanttc had been mafle the very year before tliis 
Enterprise was begun, in 1JS53, Lieutonnnt Bcrry- 
mii was the first who applied tliJa new method of 
ildng deop'Bea sonndinga to that part of tlie Atlaniic 
'tag between Newfoundland and ]r*.'landj with resulla 
lost surprising and satisfactory, Dut to remove all 
iQbt it aeeiiiBil iluainble to have n fresli anrvey. To 
l>tain this, Mr. Fiehl went to Wasbiuglon and applied 
tlie Government in behalf of the Coiopany for a sec 
ond fxpcdition. 

The rctjucflt was granteJ, and the Arctic, under com- 

id of tbc Kame galhint Lieutennnt Berryinan, was 

fd to tbU service He sailed ttnm New-York 
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on tlie eiglileentt of July, 1856, and tlie verr nen 
day fifr. Field left oq tbe Bulltc for England, to or- 
giiixlzG the Aliantl; Tdegrapli Company. The Arctic 
proceeded to Si. JoLn's, and thetice with a clear eye 
und asleadj baudt tiiiis tmo sailor vent ^^souDdiiig on 
Ilia dim and perilous way" ncross tbe deep. lu about 
Utrt-e w?ek;s lie made tlie CQtist uP Irelnnclj li.tving chf- 
Tied Lis survey along the great circle are, wLicli tbe 
telegraph was to foUow as the nearest path from the 
old wijrid to the new. Tbe raault fully confirmed bis 
belief of tbe exlsLefJce of a great pkleau nml<'rneath 
tbe ocean, extending all the way from one hemisphere 
lo the other. 

I cannot take leave of the name of ibis gallant ofll' 
cer, who Tendered such serrices lo science and to bis 
country, without a word of tribute lo his memory. 
Lienlenant Berrymiiu ia in his grave, He died in the 
navy of bis country, and from hia ardent devotion to 
her service. When, five yeara ago^ the great civil 
war which baa just endc^d, brolci; out, he was placed in 
a position most painful to a man of lai'gc heart, who 
loved at once his country and the aLate in which he 
was born. He was a Soutbemer, a native of Win- 
cbcslcr, Va., and was jL£sig;ncd to service in Ibo South. 
At iho first attack on Southern forta and arecuala, Le 
was in command of tbe Wyaudotte, in the b:irbor of 
Pensaoola, in Florida. His ofBcera, who were nearly 
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[I Soutl:crucra, were in 3eci-et ajmpatljy witli tlie re- 

bellioa. Tims n.\i the iiil]ueui;t-s around him, both Oil 

ship and oa shore, were sucU as uiiglit Imv^^ sediicetl a 

weaker man from hb loyalty. But, to iiia honor, Lc 

i\cv*^T hesitated for a momeat lie stood firm and 

Ii»yal lo hU fliig. Kol kiiowiag whom lo irufil, ho 

hjid U> kuop WJLlch duy aad iiiglit nguiuat Burpriss itod 

sbcxy. It waa the teutiraooy of Lieutcnuut Stem- 

mer, then in commaaJ of Fort I'ickcns, tha.t but for 

ibe ceaseless ext'ttioiia of Llcnit^^njiDt BL-rryiiian not 

I ouly tbo ship but the fi>rt would bave been losL But 

^fciis victory for his country he paid for with hiB lifd. 

^■Cs constant «:cerLion3 brou^lib on a bram fcTor, of 

^^hiLih he dieil. Ilia wife, idso a native of Wimrhc-sLcr, 

when ihe wur caiau near her early hoine^ removed to 

Baltimori^, Oixyii^g that *' ehe would not live under any 

iiliier fljig thun ihal under whieh her husband kid 

lived and died/' 

^^ It wii3 lo the honor uf the Amerieiiu navy, to have 

^■sd the way in those deep sea fioundings. But nftcr 

^■Us ftccond voyngc of exploration, ilr.Fjcld applied to 

^The Britijjh Adiitii-alty, *"to nL:ike what further soocd- 

in^'s oiii^bl, be necessary between Ireland ami New- 

CiundEaod, and to Torify those made by LieuteEmnl 

Berryman/* It woa in response to this applicatioa 

that the Government sent out the fbllowjug ycnr 

a Tessel to make atill another survey of the aanie 

oQBfln-patL This was tlio ateamer Cyclops, which 
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was placed undvr Lieutenant Commander Joseph 
D^iymaii, of ihe Briiisb mivy, an oiBour who liaJ 
been with OapLiiiii Sir Jamea Boas when he made 
big deep-sea soundings in iliD SoutVAtTantic in 1S40, 
where )iq attained a dcptli of twoDty six huiijlred 
and fliity-seven fathoms; and who by hia inlclH- 
geiice and zeal, wiia aJniiraljIy fitttvl for the ■work- 
To speak now of this third Burrey, is anticipating in 
time. But it will aerrc the purpoac of unity and 
cleameas in the narrative^ ^<* include all tlieae dceji-sea 
STiundin^ in one [ih^ptor. lie wns directed to pro- 
ceed to the liarbor of Valenlia in Ireland, and thence 
lo foUoWi ns nearly aa poaaible. along the arc of a great 
cijrcle toNewfuundlafid. ^'Tlifi soinidiiiga fbr the first 
ISiw miles torn the coast should be fi'equeni, decreas- 
ing 08 you <iraw oiF ehore,'^ 

Theao ordera were thoroughly execnled, Ercry 
pains wjLS l^Lken in ina"ke llic infijrmatloa oLIjiiii^hI pre- 
cise and exact. Whenever a eouading was to be 
taken, the ship \TaB Love to, and the bow kept os' 
nearly as possible in iho srhrnc apui so that tlie Uek 
might dcscenfl jieTpf?rdi?Tilar!y- This wis repeated 
overy few miles until they had got fur out into the. 
Atlantic, where Ihe general ec^uality of the deptlia-J 
rendered it necessary to cast the line onty every twen- 
ty or tfiiriy niile&. Thus the survey waa made com- 
plete, anil the rosulu obUined were of tho groatcst 
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lae in delcrmiiiing llie pLysical gijograpliy of ibo 

HiG coDcluaious of Cojumaikdcr Daynum conllrmei] 
Sn general those of Lieu ten an I Berrymun, though in 
coinpimiig ibo charts prepared by the two, we observe 
&:iroe liifferenwa wLich ouglit to be noticed. Botli 
ngrcL* us to lLl" gt^iiural cbariLi:ter of the bottom of tlie 
ocean fllong tbis lailfudc— thai it ia a vast pbiD, like 
llie steppes of Siberia. Yet on the oliarl of Dayman 
llic floor of tbe acji »ecms not mch a. dead kvd as on 
Uml of Berrymaii. (Tbia may be partly owing to a 
difference of routej as Baymari passed a Iklle to iba 
norlli of ib« track of Bcnyman,) There are more on- 
cq^inl doptb^ which in tho Braoli space of tx chart, &p- 
l»oar lite \u\h and yallcja Yet when wo consider 
ito wide dUtiiiice^ p:issed over, these inequalities seem 
not gi^Wr iliaa tlie nadulatiouB on our Western 
prairica. "This space,'' saya Dayman, *' bos been 
naiued by Nfaurylbe telegraphic plateau, and altboii^b 
by malliplyiog ibc soundiugs iipoti it, wo have depths 
ranging from fourteen huodred rtnd fifiy to tweniy- 
ibur hundred fatbomg, thcao arc comparatively small 
inequalities in its surface, and present no new diDHcul- 
ly to the pnytNjl of Inyirg the enble across the ocean. 
Their importance vaiiisbi.'a when tho extent of the 
f^ncc over which they are distributed (thirty degrees 
lou^Lude) i^ conaidered," 
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According to Cen'jman and Dajman botb, 
oceaa iu its dcej>c&t part oa tbis pLitcau, measured b 
a. little aver twu tliousaud i'iiLlium^ or twelve Uioutiii 
feet— a. tieptli of not much over two milea This 
not great, compared with the enormous deplJis hi o 
parts of the Atlantic ;* yet that it is ^omdhtii^, joay 
rciiliaei from the fact that if the Peak of Teaeriil'o were 
here ^' cast into the sl'H," h would sink out of si^hl, 
island, moiiDlain and all, whil9 even the lofty head of 
Mont Blaoc would be lifted bot a few huudfL^ fi 
above t.Jio waves. 

The only eseeption to this uniform depth, lies nbo 
two hundred miles off the coast of Irclaad, wb 
within a £?paco of about a doiien mUes, the depth eank 
irora iive hundred and filty to seventLicn huudrud and 
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• '* TUo niXiUi lj«l Iff tbfl Kortli-Atlanlii: b a cminiia sliwly ; in »vinD 
porlii furFDWcd by currcnte^ In oLb?ra prt-^acuLing linnks, LLq dccun^iilu- 
TiotiH perhipii of Hie debris of ibai} ocvtti rlvors during countlos ngpa. 
To Ulc w»L, Uifl Oiitr Stieiia pours iloug in u hpil rroiD oiic mili.' lo 
milD uid A hivlf ID depth, Tu tbc cat of tLi^^ anil auiali or (La Gr 
UeuiUBh is EL budm, L'lght of ton diigri?4i« 4qii(U>^, iv]ii>N> llii? buItauL aftiJna 
ft groiiflr dcpteoloQ Otan perUaps ihtt liigli&il puaka of Uie Aail^a 
□loibUyA— flli lullitt of lij]« baTi! luled lo rcac^U llio lott«m, T^itijf 
pr«aiD cf \he Miaattc U^n in our cm IjitiLuclL-, tvd find 4 fur grea 
di^j)roMii>n tlian anj mountiLin pJeTiiiuTi on our nvu foniincQt, F 
gr flvo AllagliutipB woaid UaT« to bo piled on viicU other, uhI oa il 
«4(i«l Fremont'fl Pcnk, before their pobit wonlij almw iiwlf aljovo i 
•DTfl&M. B^lvrepd ilia Axatva fniJ the moutti of the Tu^uh thu dfr 
to limit ihrsc milo^" 
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fifty folhomfil ''InU''^'wcst,''EOTsD&jrioaii, "we 
havo five hutidred and fifty fatboma rock, and iu 16** 6 ' 
west weLavcf^vt'nkvuliLiiHlrLd anJfiftjiULliojiiSOOZCt 
Tills is tbo grt'MtPst dijj in tbe wtule oia?fiu.'' "It; 
littta more tbnn un miles of distance n cliaDge or 
dcptii occurs, amounting to seventy-two Lundrcd ibcL" 
This seL'ins indtspil a trcracmlouH plunge, t'&i>eiiiully olT 
from ibe bard rod; iuto the filime of tlie sen* 

Tlia aamo euddao declivity wa3 uotincd by Boriy- 
man, and baa been observed in tbu sevcnd alLejiipts to 
Iny tlje cable. Thus m the aeeoud oxpediiion of 1558, 
OS ibe AgomomDon was approaching the coast of Ire- 
land, wf^ read m the rcijort of h^^^ voya^: *' About 
fivs o'clock in the evening, tbc stc^p submarine moun- 
tain wliich divides ibe lolegmpliia platenu from the 
Irish coastf wns Reached; aad tbc sudden ebaUowiog 
of the water bud a very uiarkcd effect on tbe coble, 
GauHing the etrnln on, and the speed of it, to lessen 
every rainuie. A great dcul of slick wns pnid out to 
allow for incqunlilica which might exiat, though undis- 
covered by the souuding-iiue." 

This snbmarioe mountain was tben re^rdedus the 
obief point of danger in tho whole bed of the Atlantic, 
*nd aa the pnocipnl source of anxiety in laying a 
cabk Hcrta the oi^enu. Yi-l, afit^r all^ a desi^eiit i>r 
ASccut of IcfH tJiaii a milo and a half in ten miles, 'm 
&ntaaiiaiimblttMftldfaEi fOKut soanding^ re- 
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dii<?£? Uiifl stUl fiirtUer Captain llo&kin.?, R. N, 
since mad^ n second aurrey, and witU rtsulta Ukuch 
more favorable. TLc ^iJc of the mounUin, it ia no 
Baid, ifl iiol very mimli steeper tlinu Holborn Hill i 
LondoQ, or Murray Hill in New-York,* Bat perhaps 
tlic best answer to icara oa iJiift point, is tlie iiKi that ia 
183Tt 165?, and 1 865, tlie cable passed over it withou 
diiBcnlty. Ill 1867 tbe Niagara was a hundred miles 
firtlier to sea, wlicn the cable broke. In 1865 iho 
Btriiin wa.s not inereased more tljnu a Iiundred puunJs, 
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* Tbfi fulloirizig Jd Jrum HrccuDt nrUdc la tha LumloD Tluiea: 
"The dkngcroiu part af thta course has hUlifTtD bwTi mppoatd lo 
bo the HJiklcn dip or tank wblcb owvi« dT tbe ^«t coiBt of trtluid, 
ftnd vHcrc Ibc iriLor vt? ajpp«cd t<3 deepen in Ihc ccurffi of * finr 
Dillcd fram tbout Ibfe^ hiiDdr«l rtthotikfl to ncatlf two tliouBULd. Si>ch 
n Tt^ dctfctni Ei«9 itftiuruH^ bcca rvgjtrdvd wlib aJiirm by idc^nplilD 
ongiuctrfl, and this dlana hu led la & eaoni UTcful DDundia^ aurrcj of 
tbe vliola tuppoEicJ b&nk. bj CipUin Dajratu, ni^libg undur Ibe Lb- 
■Inicilaua of the A'lntiriilW. Tbe rcaqll; oT tbis ahovH ibat Ihi? sup* 
pgud pnrtipituuB biiukj or tubpiprint' i:liir, ia a gradual alupe uf actrlj 
tUtj milM. Over tliia long tilcpc ibo dUTcTdin! bctvccn its ^ALut 
hri^ht ami f'rtsu^t di^pTh ia oiilj I'igTilj-a^Ti^D hunilred uid nlxiv ftvt ; 
w (Jjol Ihe Avtm[^(r iucLtue Ia. lu ruuuU uuLuLrrs, iIhjiii ojie buudrcd 
LUid ronj-fiTo fiict per nlk. A ^od gradient on ■ rulv^j u now ge&- 
erully rDlipidcri»i[ taba enp in ddc hmiJrfU fijat, or abciul liny-tbrvc id « 
null? ; Ko (bai ilie Inrllm? oti Oils Buppo>((.-d ^int I?i nnly nt-unt tbn^ff 
Uiii€? lUm of 'iTi nrdjDAry raSlvn^. Jii fihci^ as far u Biitiudiii^ taii 
dvmoiL^irmc Ahj iJiiiig, tliccn Jirc fvw iJupo in llio itf^ of (Lid Ailviilo 
u tirvp D9 tliat of ncLlmni RlII. In no pmrl is ihc bfltCDiii Fwkjf. and 
trtlb the cicp;kiii>n of i few tnnoi, nlilL^JL 4ru aldiiiitj. ouV ''■'^ '■■u^ 
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Next to ilie <3epih of iLc ocean, U was iraporumt to 
fiscoriaia the r}atiire of itj^ bottom. What was it — a 
vast bed of rock, the iroa-bound crust of the globe, 
hardened by intornal fires, and whicli, bonding ba a 
vniill over tbe still glowing crnlre of tlic enrtb, boro 
up on its mighty arcbos tlie weigbt of nil llie oceans? 
or woja it mere Band ]tkc the sea-Qbore7 or ooso as soti 
aa that of a mill-pond ? Tlic pressure of a column of 
wator two miles hi^^^h wonld be equul to ihiit of four 
hunJrod aimospberes. Would not this woigbt alone 
be «noagb to cruah any subslaocc that could reach 
that ticmendjLS depth? These were q^ueatioiis wliicb 
rrmaincd to he answered, but on which di.'jx.'iiileil tha 
posGibility of laying n cable at the bottom of tho At- 
lantic. 

By the ingcaious contrivaEce of Ltcutenimt Brooke, 
the problem w.'js solved, for we got hold of fmgmenta 
of the under coaling of the sea ; and lo our nmozement, 
mstead of lluding the ocean bound round with thick 
ribs of granite, its inner lining was foiiiLd Lo ho soft u^ 
a silken veat Tbe soil brought up from the bottom 
wnfi not even of the hardness of sand or gravxl. It 
was mere ooze, like tlmi of our rivers^ and w:is utt soft 
t\B tbd moss that clings to old, damp atones on thu 
river's brink. At first it was thought by Lieutenant 
Bcrryman lo he common elay, but liuing e;0'efully pre* 
jrved, and subjected to a powerful microscope, it 
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was fouud to be conijiosed of iJiycijule of sliella, 
small to be discovered by tbo naked eyc'! 

Tikis fact alone ^ns a raveiatJon- WUat a ^ory did 
it tell of tiic forms of auimatci existence which &11 tlio 
Hea_ *^ThQ oceiin teems with life, we koow. Of tlju 
four elements of tbe old pbilosopbers — fire, earlli, nir, 
and water— perbopa Ibo eca moat of all abounds with 
living creatures. The space occupied oa tlie HurlUce 
of our planet by tlie different fiimilies of nnimnls and 
their reinnitis ore invoraely as the sits of the indi- 
vidual. Tho smaller the nnitiial, the greater the space 
occupied by his remains. Take llio elephant and Lis 
reraaioa, or a mieroscopic animal and his, aad com- 
pare thcru. The coutraat, as to space occupied, is as 
fltriklug aa that of Lho coral ret-f or islund wilh the 
ilimeriBtoQs of the whale. Tha graveyard that would 
hold the corullinea is larger tbaii the graveyard that 
would bold tbe elephants ."* 

Tliese litlle creatures, whose remains were tliua 
found at the bottom of tha ocenn, probably did not 
live there, for there all is dark, and shells, like flowers, 
need tbe light and warmth of tbe all-reviving hud. It 
was their sepnluhrCj but not their dwelling place. Tro- 
tably ihey lived near the Burfaoe of the ocean, and 
aHer iheir short life, sunk to the tranquil watcra helow. 
WhaL a work of liTc and death had been going on for 
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a^es in iim deplhs oFtbe 5^^! Myriads ii{>on tnyriada, 
tvciaiuce tficj morning of crfjiligi:, liad bt-vu ililliiig 
like RBOW'£a.ki>s, till thoir remains literally covered lbs 
bciUouL of the deep, 

Eqoully eignifipaot wita the fact ttnt tbcae eliolld 
were unhrohn. Not only ■were ibey there, but pre- 
served m a pcHect furm. OrgaDisms llic most mimite 
nod delicate, fragile as drcK^ping flowei-s, bad yet sunk 
iiud slppt aninjurotl. Tbe Kame power wbich watcbea 
over the foil of a eparrovr bed kept these frail and 
kiidur tilings, ami after ib^ir hrUit existepcflj had laid 
them gently on the bosom of the migbtj moiUer for 
thoir ctortml reati 

The bearing of this discovery on the problem of a. 
Bubniarino telegraph Vfu^ obvious. For it too wita 
to lie otx the ocean-bed, beside aad jimong these reL'ca 
that hod Bo long been drifting down upon tbe watery 
plain* And if these tiny sbclla slept there unharmed, 
Buroly au iron chord might rest tbcrc ia eafcty. There 
were no awiH cuirenta down there ; no mabing wavea 
agilated that sunless sea. There the waiers moved 
not; aiid there miglt rest the great nerve that was 
lo pass from continent lo continent. And so far as 
injury from the sarrouudJng elements was concerned, 
ihere it might reninin, whispering the thougbu of 
fiuooeasive gcncralioaa of men, till the aea should 
ivo up its dead. 
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■•n jma tSmatm Ftme. C>pn*i. mah^ aib CUbtaxt onaur- 

Up Id ihk tims the IMogr^pti, wMcK ivas dcstiiMd 
to pa^e tlie aca, Lad been purely an American cator- 
pnse. It bod been begun, anU for over two yeara h«d 
been carried on, wholly by Americ^nn capital. Savo 
tbc few s}iaws beld by Mn Brett, whicb are banliy 
enoogb to be ccuoted an cxccptioD, not a dollar had 
been miaed on the other side of the Atlantic ludet'd 
VQ might odd, not a dollar had been riused on Ais, 
out^ je of the JUtle circle in which the scheme hati itfl 
firigia Ko Htoek or boml.^ wci't; put upon Uie car- 
tel; no man wcis aske<i for n siibscriplSou. If th<'y 
wonted money, tiey drew their checks for it. At one 
time, indeed, two hundred ^nd fifty thonsivad doll^ira 
of boods W6je issued, hut iLey were at odcc takeu 
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irKoll^ hj tliemsclTca. It is but jii5t ihni tlioso who 
tliiis SI!lgll^buTlded Ixire tliu burden, and wlin risked 
n totul loss in tlie event of fadure, should have the 
bonor in tlto cvcni of succcfs. 

But, aa the lirae wa& now come wbcn the long mcd- 
itnlp(^d attempt was to be made to carry ihc Telegnipli 
serosa tbe ocean, it was fitting that Qrcot Britfdnp 
ipboAO flbores it vraa to touch, sbould join in llie 
wort. AocordiQgl/, in the eunimer of 185fi, afler fin- 
ishing oil that be eould do in America, Mr. FielJ sail- 
ed with bis lamily for EnglanJ. Tlio very day Loforo 
he cmbarkc*}, be bud the pkaaarc to see hia friend, 
Liciitennnt B«;rryman, off on his second voyage lu 
innke soundings across the Atlantic. 

in London he sought at once Mr. John W. Erett, 
with whom in ha two formtT visits to England lie had 
^ilready dkcussed the project of a Telegraph acroaa 
the ocean, und found bim prompt witb bis counsel 
aod coLiperatioQ- As we go on with this liistory, it is 
a meloncboly satlataction to juhr to one and another 
worker in this enterprise, who lived not to see i La 
laai and greatest triumph. Mr, Drett, like BerrymaTit 
i^dciul. But he did not go to bis grave till after a 
]i& of usefulness and honor. lie was one of the men 
of tbc new era — of Ibe school uf ytcphenson and Bru- 
nei — who believed in ibe marvellous achievements yet 
to be wrought by buTnan invention, laming to the 
'1 
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HBrvicc of mnii tho woai^ers of ecientiSc diacoveiy. 
He waa one of tlic first to see tlie boundless poaslbil- 
itieg of iLe telegraph, and to telieve that whut had 
passed over ibe land might pasa ui^der tbo aeft. B 
was the first to hj a cable across the Briliab Cbaiioc 
aiid lliua to Lrlng into iust^ntancous Goinmanicatiu 
the Ivo great capitalii of Europe — an aeliievemcn 
vrhicb, though small compared with wbnl has siuc© 
been done, waa then so marvellous, tliat tho inWlli 
gence of its success wjta received with sui^jnae and in* 
credulity. Many could not and would not believa i 
Even ftftcr measngcs were received in London from 
Fa,ris, ihefe were llime wlio declared that it was an 
iiu[>09ilIon on the public^ with aa much obstinacy as 
some still persist that a message never passed ovcr,t 
Atlauiic Tclegrapb I 

Tbia rriendsliip of Mr. Brttt — Tjotb to tho enterpH 
and to himBclf perj^onally — rcraaioed to the laet, 
every voyage to England Mr. Field found — howo 
othcra doubled or despaired — that Mr- Brett was 
ways the same^rull of ho]^e and confid<?nce- Onl 
two ycara ap;oj when Ibey met in London^ bo vraa u 
sbakeii in fttithj and urgent to have the great eaterpn 
n^newed. Tliat ho was not to sc& But., though ha 
passed away, hia wurk romaiosj anJ now lli^t t 
hemispherea are rejoicing over a fresh triumph of th 
AtUntic Telegraph, they el JO uld rcajemhur \m ciuincnt 
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rvices* Atid tbtrcforo Jo we pause at his na^me — to 
T our Lumljle tributtf ou the gmve of this irue-heart- 
Etiglishmao. 

To Mr, Broit, tbefcfore, he went firat to consult in 
gard lo hia great project of a telegrnpL across the 
tluntiu Oceiiri. Tlii^ was a part of the ilesigu em- 
ed io the original organization of the Kow-Tork, 
cwfoundlauct, and liondoii Tclegrnph CompaDy ; 
d when Mr. Field went to England, he wjs empow- 
ed lo ivceivc eul)j^n[itit)uJ4 to that Oompunj^, fio aa 
enlarge ita capital, and thus ioclodc ia one corpora- 
n the whole line from Sew-York lo Londoti ; or lo 
iao A new ooinpany, whtoh should lay ^ cabJc 
ros9 the Atlantic, and there join the KewfouudLand 
line. 
But before on cnlerpriae so vast and ao new could 
TfiOmmended to the commofclal public of Great 
.in, lliore were mnny dcLatla lo be seLikd, The 
ehanieal and Bt.-ioni]£e probEenis already roferred to, 
hetLer a cable could be laid acroaa the oeeau ; imd 
Tf so, whether it could be }oorke(l^ wc-re lo be cx^naider- 
jinew. The opinions of Lieutoraat Maury aad of 
fesBor Moisc were published in Kugland, aud ar- 
rested the attention of scieiLtiBc men. But John Bull 
is slow of belief, and ask^ for more eTidence. Tho 
thing was too vast lo be undertaken rashly. As yet 
i& no experience to decide ihe posaibdiLy of % 
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tclcgrapb across Ihc ocean. The hngGst iiite which had 
htxji hid vjos three hundred mihs. This caution, wiiich 
is ;l national trail of English men, wil] not be regnrdeJ 
as a fault by those vho consider that in proportion an 
they arc Blow to embark in any dot cnterprisd, ara 
ibey resolute and detennined in carrying it out. 

To n.'salve these difficult problezoa, Mr. iffieli 
aought counsel of the highest engineering authorities 
of Great Britain, and of her most eminent Bcientilio 
men. To lliuir LonoFj all sho^ved tlie deepest interest 
in the project, and gave it freely the benefit of tliai^- 
knowledge. ^ 

Firstj as to tbe possibility of laying a callo in the 
deep sen, Mr, Field bad wituesaiid one attempt of tho 
kind — that in ilieGnir of St, Lawrence the year be- 
fore — an attempt wliieh had failed. Ilia experiotme, 
therefore, was not very encouraging. If tbcy found 
50 much difllculty in .laying a cable seventy milea 
long, liow could they hope to lay one of two thoiisaiit^™ 
milea across tiic stormy Atlanlie ? ^ 

This was n question for tbe Enginccra. To aolre tho 
problem, required experimenta almost without number. 
It was now that the most import:mt services were ren- 
dered by Glass, Elliot & Co., of London, a Jirm whit 
had begun within a few ycara the manufacture of 
cables, and whidi was to write its name in all tbe 
lars of the world, Alilpd by thia eldU of tbclr a(brii 
ablo cngioccr, Mr, rnnuuvr, \]>r^y r\^^\ 'uanufactui 
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oMcaa atntostwitlioat eni], fl|>plj^in^ to tlietn overyjK»- 
^blo teat. At tie saniQ tim?, Mr. FidJ took cou&scl 
of Ri.>bort Btophcoao!! and George Parkor Bliddcr, both 

of wljom jnanirL'STeJ n deep inlcn^t in tbe sui^ccflfl of 
ciiteiprise, 

Kot less cortJiftl vtis Mr, Brunei, n namo known in 
both licmispLcrcfl. From the bcgioaing be sbowed tbe 
VBTme^t interest iii tbc uudurlJiktiig, aud m^le luauy 
ragg^stioEij ill m-giird lo tUe fbriri of the cabU-, aiid the 
mnnn^T in which it £bould be kid. He was tbea 
bailding tbo Great Kaatcrn ; and one day be took Mr, 
Field down to Bkckvrall to sec it, and eatd, ]>Qiriliiig 
to tbc iito[isL['OJ5 bull wbicb wim lisiog on Lbs brinks 
of the Thames: *' There l8 ibefibip to lay the Atlantio 
oublo!" Litilo diJ ho think that ton jcara oilc^fr tbnt 
abip would be employed in this service; and m thia 
final victory over ihe sea, vroulJ reileem all tbo mts- 
fortunoa of her earlier career. 

Among the difficulties, partly mecbauieul mA partly 
auirnlifk, to be eyju^juntered, was that of finding a j>er- 
fwci insniator. Without insnlatiiin^ telcgrapiiic com- 
munication by electricity u impoasiblOn Ou land, 
vUkK wires are carried on tho topft of poles, the air 
it^rir is a siUEcienl insulator. A fcvr gloss rings at 
tho points when; the wire paases ibrtjugb the irou 
BtApIej by which it U supported, and the inadatioa ia 
eomplete. But in Iho sen tho de>(^tncity vould be in- 
BUhnlly disfiipaled, uidesa soinu malt^ria] could be found 
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which should iusulAte a conductor aunk in wster, a^ 
completely a^ if it wero raised in air. Bui what coald 
thus inclose tbc lighlniDgj and keep it fitat whJlo flj- 
ing from one continent to tbc other? 

Here again it seemed as if Divine wisdcm had an- 
ticipated the coming of this groat enlerpriiie, and pro- 
vided in the rcalio of natnre every material needed 
for ite 3UCCCS3. It was one of the remarkable, or rath- 
er should we say, Providential discoveriea, whieh pre- 
pared the way for ihia flaal ajibievement, ihat only a 
fcw years before there should be found, in tho forests 
of the Miilajan arcbipehigo, a substance till then un- 
known to the world, bat which a^iswered comjiletely 
this new demand of science. This was Gatta-Percha, 
a subatanco impenetrable by water, and which ia at 
the some time a bad oonductor of electricity ; bo that 
it forms at once a perfect protection and inanlalion to 
n telegniph pa,^ing lhrong}i the sea. In the experi- 
ments that were made to teat the value of this mate- 
rial in the giaodcr use to which it waa to be applied, 
no man rendered iiearticr scrTicc, or showed a more 
enliglUened z^.il, than Mr. Samuel Statham, of the 
Londoa Guita-PerGha Works — a name to be dwaya 
gratefully remembered in the early history of the At- 
lantju Telegraph. 

Tho mechjiulc^Ll JifGcultics removed, and the insula- 
lit>Q jirovidtfd, there remained yet the great scientiflo 
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troblem : Could a measagQ be sent two tLou^nd milea 

under the Atl:intic ? The ingenaitj of rna& might dc- 

rise fiome nictLod of kjr ing a cable ncrt^ss tlie sco, but 

nf what uMe wtre it, if tho lightning should shrink 

ivom. the dflj-k abyss? 

It yvas in prosecuting inq^iiirica to rcflolvo this pzo- 

bU'in, that Mr. FitU became acquu^iuteJ with two gcQ- 

tiemeii who were to be soon nller associated with him 

_4n ihc organizatiou of the Atlantic Telegraph Compa- 

^B)'. These were Mr. Charka T. iirigtit^ afterward 

^pcxjightcd for his part in laying the AtLuitic oible in 

IS58, and Dr. Edward O. W. Whiiehous?^ both fiLTor- 

flbly known in Englund, the firmer as an engineer, 

and tho latter for hia many cxperimccls in clcctro- 

triftgaeiiain, as npplled to llie business of telogntpb- 

^Bog. Ha had invented an instrument by which to as- 

^Tortaia and register the velocity of electric eurrcnts 

through aubmariue cables Bott thc-so gentlemen 

^bere foil of the ardor of science, and entered on thia 

^Hew project with the zeal which tho prospect of 8o 

grcali n triumph might inspire. With them waa now 

lo be nasocbtoJ our distinguished couiUryman, Pro* 

£s3or Morse. It was a most fortunate circuinstaDCG 

^fcr the new onterpriee that he was nt tEiis time ia Lon- 

tioiif and gave his jnvjJiiable Jiid to tho esperiinenis 

which were made to determine the possibility of lele- 

rapbio commuBicatioji at great diBtauc^ under the 
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nea. The result of bis experiment lie commuDicalea 
in a letUT to Mr. Fitld : 

"Oi'LtiborS, iBfia. f 

■^Mr Dear Sir: As iLe cleclrician of llie Nevf 
TorJv, KewfoiindlftTidj nnd London Tulegrtiph Ciim- 
pany, it is wilL the bighcst graUfic>'itiou that I Ijavo to 
apprise jou of tlie result of our CKperimcnU of Oiia 
iDoming upon a single continaous conductor of more 
tban two thousand miles in extent, a digtanc9 you will 
perceive aulficiont io crosa the Atkotic Oucan, fronx 
Nuwfimiidlaud Ur Ireland. 

"The admirable arrangpments made at tbi; Magnet- 
ic Telegnipli OflSce in Old Broad street, for conneelJug 
teu BublciTanciLn gutta-pcrcba inaulatcd conductora, of 
over two kunJrcd miles eaeh, ho as to give one con- 
tinuous length of more tliun ti«o thou^uiJ uiiloa dur* 
log tlie hours of tlie night, wIiCD tlie telegraph is not 
commercially employed, furnisbcd ua the mcnns of 
cont'luMvtly settling, by actual experiment, the ques- 
tion of the praciieabililyns well as the praelicality* of 
telegraphing ihrongh our proposed Atktitie culle. 



u:\ri>tu]itiAljciJf-ikl» ^hmn It is itijl h ^arulik'at r]klcr|>rui!, thttl 1*, viK wla'iiJi 
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"TUia resnh Ii^ bL-i?:ii ihrown into some doubt, by 
tho dkcovcry, more tlian two years Ginoo, of cortfiin 
phoncmcna upon ^ubtcrranco.n ixnd eubmaii&o con- 
ductors, and had attr^^ted the jiltcntioQ of electricians, 
piirticuliirly of Lliiit nioat tmincril pliilcsojiher. Profit' 
80t Faradaj, and tbat clear-sighlod invtwiigator of 
elwtricftl pbetiODtteua, Dr. Wbilcbousc; and one of 
,tbc«! phenomena, to ^rll, the pcrccptiblo rctardfltion 
of ibe electric current, tlirentcned tc pcqilex our op- 
orations, and requiretl careful invcsligQliou bolbrc wa 
Koould pronounce with cortainty the commorcioJ praeti- 
cabilily of the Oocan TL:legi'a^>b- 

" I um most htipjiy lo lufDnii you ihal, as a cniwo* 
ing result of along scries of experimental investiga- 
tion aud indaotive icASoning upon this eubject, the ex- 
pericQeDtd under the direction of Dn Whitchoose and 
Mr. Bright, which I witieaael tUla morning — ]n ivhiuh 
I tl ie induction coils and receiving m:ignet3, ne mociificl 
^^V ttiQBe gi^ntlcmon, were made to actuate one of my 
^Psoordiug iualrumiiiita — have most Siitisfaelorily rc- 
vcd all doutls of the prrictiwibility m well aa prtic- 
liiy of operating tie tolegmpL froia Newfotmdiand 
Ir^and. 
Ahln'iigbwc Iclcgrnpliod signals at the rate of 
undivd and tj.-ii, twr» Immlrcd mid forty one, and, 
to tiie count at ono liTue, oven of two hun- 
dnd and 5c7cnty per mlnule upon my telegrapUio 
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register, (whinb speed, you will perceive, ia at a rale 
commerdnlly advanlageoi^,) tlieee r^sulie wero aecom- 
pliahcd ni>twitliataTidiag many djsadviwitagea in our 
arrangcmetita of a temporary and local cliaraoter — dia- 
advantiiges wblcL will not occur in tUe use of our aub- 
utarice cable, 

*' Having piKsed tbe Tphole night with my ftoUvo 
and agreeable collaborators, Dr_ Wtiteliouse and Mr. 
Briglit, willioul sleep, you will excuse the hurried and 
brief ciictnu-teT of tbta nol^, which I could not refrain 
from sending you, since our experiments this morning 
settle the ficicnliGc and commerciil poiuta of our en- 
lerpriae satisfiictorily, 

" With reapcct and cstoc^ni, your obedient Eorvant) 
'* Samuel F, B. Morse, 

"Tq Ctrds W. FiKtn, Ziq., rur-Prrtiilcjit a/ tjie yptp-Yttrl, Xev^ 
/oiin'Einii, nnil Lfmdo^ 7'tlfffTajj/i C<3Utpaa^, ST Jena^ ir</#/, 8t 
Jdra«'« tti-trt.'' 

Tha fallowing, written a week later, confirnia the 
iinprefisionfl of tlie former: 



''LoNDorr, October 10, 1&56, 

*'My Dear Sir: After huving given tho ilt^pesl 
consideration to iho aubj^^t of our euccusiful esperi 
mcute the other ntghlf wbco we £ij;nalled clearly and 
rapidly through an unbroken circuit of eubtcrraacaa 
coaductiDg wire, over two thousand milcfl in length, I 
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Bit down lo give jon the result of my reflections ami 
calculiittonH. 

" There can bo no question but tbat^ with a cat 
containing a amgle -xinducting wire, of a aiae nol ex- 
<?etfilir»g thrtt lliroiigh wbieU wc worked^ and witL 
equai insulolioii, it would be eJiay to tclcgrupU froui 
Ireknd to Ncwfvjundland at a speed of at kusL from 
eigbt to ten words per minute j aay, more; the XMj^ 
ifig rates of ppeed &i whicli we worked, deponding na 
IIjcj did upon differences in tUe arrangemeut of tbc 
apparatus employed, do of themselves prove tbut even 
ft higher rate than this is attainable; Take it, how- 
,»Tor, at ten wordd in the minute, OBd aUowing ten 
words fjr name and address, wfl can safely cakiilale 
upon tho transrnisgion of a twenty^word message in 
three minutes^ 

^* Twenty such mcasagcs in the hour ; 

"Four hundred and eighty in the twenty-four houra, 
or fourteen tbousaad four hundred words per day, 

'^Sueb are tbc cap&bihtics of a singLo wiro cablo 
[&irly and modeiately computed. 

"It is^ however, eviilejtl to ino, that by improye- 
ments in the arrangement of Ibe signals tbemseh'f.i^ 
aided by tbe adoption of a code or eystem ccnstructtd 
upon the priuciplea of the best nautical code, ss aug- 
gegted by Dn Whilehonse, we mny at least doubU 
the speed iu the traD&misaion of our meEsngoa. 
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'* As to the strncture of the cable itaeli^ llie Inst apo« 
ciinen whiL^h I examined wiili you secinoil to combino 
HO ndmirablj the ntccaenrj qiiiJitics of atrcugth, flex' 
ibilil/, and liglittii?s9^ with jierfict iiiauJiition, tbit T 
c&n no longer liavQ any mkgivinga about the ease and 
wifoty witli wbicb it will be submerged 

" In one word, the doubts are resolved, the [difficul- 
ties overcome, Eucccas is witbin our reat:h, and the 
groat teat of the century most shortly be accom- 
pliBbed, 

^* I would urge you, if the mflnufacture can be com- 
pleted witbin the time, (and all tbiiiga arc possible 
now,) to pre3§ forward the good work, aod not to lose 
Iho clianco of laying it daring the ensuing summer. 

^'Before the clotie of the prisent month, I Lopo to 
be again kndetl safely on the other side of tlie wacer, 
and I full vroU know, that on all haud^ the inquiries 
of most interest with which I shall be met, will be 
about the Ocean Telegraph. 

"Kuch as I h:ive enjoyed my European trip thia 
year, it would enhance the gratification which I have 
derived Irora it more tban 1 can describe to you, if on 
my rttum lo Aiucriea, I eould be the first beiircr to 
iny frienda of the welcome intolligence thai the great 
work had Leon begun, by the ccmmcncomcnt of llio 
manufacture of the cable to connect Ireland with the 
line of the Kew-York, Newfoundland, and London 
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rlegrapU Oompanj, now so aucccssl'ullj completed to 

It. JohnV 
^* Hespeclfull/, vour obedient sorvaot, 

"SAMtTEL F. B. MoitSE, 

TUeae ciperimenU and olbera removed the doubts 
"uf scientific; men. Professor FamJay, In spite of tbo 
iw of tlie retardation of electricity on long circuits, 
riich it was sJiid ho bwl discovered, aod wLioh wonld 
i&der it im|>o33lble to work a liae of such Icngtb as- 
'from Irebind to Nejvfinntdliind, lutw decUrt-il bia full 
conpicdon tbat k was within the bounds of possibility. 
The pnssngo of electricity might not be absolutely in- 
fitantancoua, or have the swiftn^s of the solar benm 
JD ita fliglit from the tnomirrg sun, yet it would be 
wpid enough far alt practical purposes, Wbeu Mr, 
Field asked liim how long it would take for the elec- 
tricity to paaa from London to Ncw-Ycrk, he anawcr- 

; " Possibly one second r 

Being tbuH fortified by the highest scieniifle and 
cngincerirjg authorities, the projcclora of an ocean tele- 
grajib were now ready to bring it before the Bnttsb 
public, and to see what support coulil be fonod for tbe 
undertaking from tho English Government and tbo 
EngUali people, 

Mr Fifld Srat addrsTsaed himself to the Gavemmcnt 
Without wniling for tho Company to be fully orgi^n* 
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ized, with true AmericciTi eagernesa and impatience, 
wralo a ItitUfr Lo llii? AdmiinlLy sisldug for n frfisli sur* 
vey of tbe roukj lo bo traversed, and Ibr llie aid of 
GoTernmtnt 6hip3 to lay the cable. Ho also addressed 
a letter to Lord Clarendon, stating the large design 
wLicL iliey Ijail coiimvL-d, iiud asking fur it ibe aid 
whicb was Juo to what coQccrocd the honor and in- 
terest of England. The reply was prompt and cour- 
teous, inviticg Liin to an interview for tbc purpose of 
a fuHor esplanalioti. Accent it tglj^ y[r. Fic^ld, with 
Professor Morse^ calitid upon hira at tbe Poreigji Of- 
ficp, and spent an hour in conversation on Iho pro- 
posed undertifclviiig. Lord OUrendon showed great 
interest, and inaile m^iTiy ini|uirietL He wrts a little 
startled at the mngnitudo of tho sclieme, and the con- 
fident tone of the projectors, nnd oaked pleasantly: 
"But, suppose joix dortU succeed? Suppose you 
make the attempt atid fail — ronr cahk* is lost in the 
SCQ — then what will you do?" *' Charge it U> profit 
and loss, aad go to work to lay another,'' was the 
quick answer of Mr Field, which amused Lim as a 
truly American reply. In conclusion, he desired him 
to put his request in writing, and, without commiltififf 
tlie Qoyernnient, eucouragL'd litrn io Lope that Britain 
would do all that might justly be e:(]>euted ia aid of 
tliis great international work. How nobly this pro- 
mise was kept, ume niU ehov. 



BmrOKY OF THE ATLANTia TKLEaRAFH. 



95 



Wbilo engaged in tbese negotiations, Mr, Field took 
fkmily Lo Piiris, and tbem mt^ with el great loss iti 
Buddeu death of a favorite fiiater, who had aecom- 
lied lliom abrond. Full of tbc sorrow of Ibia event, 
id unfitted for business of anj kind, be returned lo 
inilon lo find an iaritation to go inlo the country 
and fipend n f&vr d^ygwith Mr. James Wileon, then 
JSccretary to the Treaaur^^ and a man of great influ- 
^ance in the BriLiah Goycmment, at Lis residence near 
ith J there to discuss quietljr and at lengih the pro- 
aid of the Goverument to tlie Atlantic telegnipfa, 
lOiigh ho hod but little spirit to go among etroDgors, 
felt it lia duty not to min^ aucb an opportunity to 
Ivnuce the cause he had ao mucli at heart. Accord- 
ingly he went; and the result of this visit wiis tlie 
Iuwing letter, received a few daya later; 







'^Tre-VSCRV OfiAsniEits, Nov. 20, 1856. 
'^Sir: Having laid before ihe Louis Comnnsaionera 
her Majesty's Treasiiry yo\ir letter of the 13lb ul- 
), jiddresacd to the Earl of Clarendon^ requesting, 
on bi'hfllf of the New-York^ N'owfoundlaiKl, ftud Ijon* 
»ii TeK^mph CoinpaDV, certain pri^'ilegeg and pro- 
stion in regard to the line of telegraph which it is 
^^VDpo&ed to establish between Newfoundland and Irc- 
^Hnd, I nfD directed by thdr lordships to aequoiut yon 
^Kat tlicy are prepared to enter into a contract vitb 
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Ebe Saul Telegi^apb Companj, based upon tbe f<.jlloif- 
LQg conditions, niimGlj: 

" 1- It is understood that Ihe r^jipitil required to lay 
down the line will be (£330,000) three hundred and 
fifty tboiLsand poiinils. 

"S- Her ifajfsty's Government engngo to furnish 
tbc aid of filiipa U> take what sounditiga may sliU be 
consiilercd ni^edfol, or to verify those aljvjJ/ taken, 
!ind favDmbly Iaj eonsider :my rec^uejit tliat may bo 
made to furnish aid by iheir vessels in laying down 
the cable, 

" 3. The British Governmcat, from the time of the 
L-ompletion of the line, nnd &a long ns it alinll continue 
in working order, undertakes to pay at the rate of 
(ilijOOO) fourteen thousand pounds n year, boing at 
the rate of four per cent on the assumed capitril, aa a 
Gsed reuiuucrution fur the work done on behalf of the 
Government, in tbe conveyance outward and home- 
ward of their mc^ages* This pa^ymeut to continuQ 
until the net profile of the OouipLiny are equal to a 
dividend of six pcunda per CL'nt, when the payment 
shall be reduced to (£10,00^) ten thousand pounds^ 
year, for a period of twenty- five years. 

"It is, however, uiiJerjitooil that if llie Govemmci 
m^-saagea in any year shall, at the usual tirlfT-rate 
chfli;ged to the public, amoant to a larger sum, such 
ulditionni payment shall be made as is eq^uivalent 
thereto. 
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■*4- Timt the Bntiflh Government sball have a pri- 
itjf in the ODcveyaTrco of ttolr m^^isflgt^a over al] 
ctLera, subject lo the exception only of the Govern- 
ment of the TJailed States, ia tha ovent of their enter 
ing into aa i>rrnLtgf.-ment with the Telegraph Componj 
umtlor in principle to thjit uf the British Governiaent, 
in which cise ite messages of the two Governmenls 
shall have priority in the order in which they arrive 
uA the alatiotis. 

"5. That the tariff of charges shall be fiied with 
^0 consent of the Troasniy, and shall not be increased, 
without such consent being ubUuiocI, as long as thi3 

Itiontract lasts. 
I " I am, sir, your obodienl sertatil^ 
m ''jAMKsWnsoN, 

F " Cyrds W. Field, E^q., 87 Jennyn street" 
P With this encoaragemcnt and promiae of md, the 
projectors of a telegraph across the ocean now went 
forward to organize a company to carry out their de- 
eigo. Mn Ficldj on arriving in Eiglind, had entered 
into an agreement with Mr. Brett to join Iheir cfTotta 
1 for tliU purpose. With them w^re aAerward. united 
two others— Sir Charles Bright^ as engineer, and Dr. 
hitohouaCj as electrician. These four gentlemen had 
ilered into a formid agrecaient lo ubc their escrtions 
ibrtn a new company, to be called The Atlantic 
5 
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Telegraph Compiiny, tbe object of wUicb sht>jld 
*Ho oontinue the osistiog lice of the Now- York, Kewr- 
foundland, and Jjoodon Tolegnph Ooicpaoj to Irc- 
laod, bj making or causing to be mado a Gulmmnne 
tcli'-grapli cable for the Atlantic," 

As they wore novr ready to inlroduce the cnterprii 
to the Bnli^li public, Mr. Field isaacd a. circular IJ 
the nnme of tlie Newfnundliind Comparj, and as lis* 
Vice- President, Betting forth tho great importanco of 

Icgraphic coianiianicali.011 between the two hemi-| 
Bj>herfM. 

The next step wob to raiae tlie onpitnl. Aficr t1i< 
Toost careful eatimatca, it woo thought that a cabli 
codd be mado and laid acrcm iltQ Atlantic for] 
X350,000. This wa^ a Lii^ sutu Jo ask from 
public slow to move, and that lends & dull ear 1* 
all nGw Ecb ernes. But armed with ffiets nud figures,, 
Trith maps and estimates, with the opinions of cn< 
gincers and sc]*?iitiEc nien, ihcy went to work, not 
only in London, but in otlier parts of the kingilom- 
Mr. Field, in company with Mr Brett, made a vi^it j 
to Liverpool iind TkfnncLeslcr, to jiddre:^ Ibeir GhiifO^I 
bers of Commerce, I have now before ms the pa- "^ 
pera of those cities^ with reporte of tlie me^in 
bcid and the speechca made, whicli show the vigo 
vilh which they pushed tlieir cnlerpriae, Tlits en 
waa rewarded with success. The resnit justified ibei 
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ooDfitlence. In fi fow weeks the who]o capital wa3 
Bubscnbcd, It Lad Lccu divided into tliroe Iiun- 
drcd and fifty sbaroa of n thouaand pounds each. Of 
these, a bundrud and one were taken in London, 
cigbty-^x in Liverpool, tUirty-seven in Gliwgow, twen- 
ty-eigbt in Wancbeator, and n fcw in other parla of 
England. Tho grandeur of ilio doaigc attractird putj- 
lie attention, and sorao subscribed ai:>ldy fn^rn a noble 
wish \o lake pirt in such a work. Among these wtro 
Mr, Thaekeray antl Lady Byron, Mr. Field sub- 
a^rlbe^l £100,000, and Mr. Bretl £t25,O0O. But when 
lUe boots Avere closed, it was found tli:iL tbey lijtd 
moro mODoy subscdbed than tliey reqakcd, so that m 
tlic final divbion of sbarcs, there were allotlod to Wn 
Field eij^bty-eiglit, and to ifr. Drelt twelve, fifr. 
Field'* inlerost wns tliua one fourih of tlia whole eapl- 
lal of the Ci>inpanr, 

In taking so large a share, it was net hia iut^ntion 
1*1 c^rrr this licav^y load nlQnCi It was loo largtj a 
pixijiortion for one maTi. But Ji^ took it for his conn* 
trymen. ll>j iluu^ht ona fourth of the Etock should 
be held in this country, and did not doubt, fiom Liie 
Gi^*'riifag with which threo fourtlis hiiil been iitkcn up 
in !''Ngl;i"d. "h ^f th,. rv-r.^-.U.A.^r would be at oihw snb- 
wsE-ibdl ta ^ ■■■■yn abl».', oa hia roluni, 

U> attend 1 ittor. tlib ^x- 
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aee, hardly did lie set foot in Kew-York, before 
TAus obliged lu liurry olF to XewfoundlatHl on 
uusIqims of tbc Company, and wlien lie returned, vlie^^j 
mterest had subddcd, bo tUiit iC required very great ex>^H 
ortions, continued through many months, to diapoao of 
twctity-saven ahares. Tims Lc was by far the largest 
Btoeliholdcr in Engljuid or America — his interest be-. 
ing over seven timea that of Mr. Brett, who was th< 
Largest nest to bimfielf — a.nd bcmg more than double 
tho- amount held by all the other American sharc- 
liolders put togeihen Thia was at least giving pretty 
fiubstantiid proof of h:a own faith in the undertaking-ij 

But Bome may imagine that after all this bnrdei 
ATas not so great aa it aaemei In many stock com- 
panies iin evil cu.'^lom obtains of assigning to the pro*- 
jcctors a certain portion of the sioek as a bonus for' 
getting up the company, which amount appears among, 
the subscriptions to swell tbe capital. It is indeed 
subscribed^ hut Jtot paid. So souio have asked whe- 
ther this largo aubEcriptioa of Mr, Field was not in 
part at least merely nominal? To this we anawer, 
that a consideration woj granted to Mr. Field and hia 
associates for their services in getting up the Company, 
and for their exclusive rights, but ibis was a contingent ^ 
interest \i the proBts of the enterprise, 1c be aUo^ve^^^ 
onli/ oftcr the rMlh u'oa hid. So that the whole amount " 
here fiubs*oribed wa* a honafile eubacnption, and prii( 
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in Bohd English gold. Wo Imvc ocwbeforo us the ro- 
ceipta of the bankers of tlio Company for the wliole 
nmount^ eij^lity-t'i^'ijt iIiousilqJ pounds sterling. 

The capital being thus raised, it only rcmalucd tc 
coiDplcto the orgaiJLzaticn of tho Company by tbe 
choice of a Board of Directors, and In nnke a couLr.ict 
for the cable. The CompanjTi'as orgacized lo Decern- 
ber, lS56j bj the choicG of Dircctora chiefly- fi-ora Iha 
leading bankers and mcrchauts of LoEidon and Liver- 
pool Tbe list included Bucb honored names iis Sam- 
uel Giirncy, T, IL Brooking, John W- Brctr, and T, 
A. Daakcy, of London; Sir "William Urown, Henry 
Harrison, EJward Johnston^ Eobcrt Croabiej (Jeor( 
Maxwell, aod C. W. H. Pickerinf^, of Liverpool ; John 
Pender and Jan:c3 Dugdale, of Manchester ; and Pxo- 
feasor William Thomson, LL,D., of Glasgow, one of 
the most eminent men in this department of Sciense 
in Europe. Assoetated with these Eoglisk Dirccto] 
were two of our own countrymen, Mr, George Pea-' 
body and iTr. 0. M. LampsoDj who, ivsiding uliroad 
for more than a third of a ccatary, have dono much in 
tbo commercial capital of the world to support ths 
honor of the American name. Mr, Pt-abody's firm 
subscribed £10,000, and Mr, LampsoQ £2000. The 
latter gave more time than any other Director in Lon- 
don, ejtoept Mr. Brooking, the second Vice Chairman, 
who^ however, ret-red from tite Company after the 
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first fiiiluro ia 1853, wlicn Mr. Lampson was cboacn 
to 211 Ilia place. Tlie zeal and energy of lliis gentle- 
man deserve LigTi praise, Oi:L:upicd with very largo 
bufiineFfl concerns of liis own, be yet found timo to be 
prescnl at airoost every meeting. But to do full just- 
ice, we sboiild need to epeak of tlie serviees of all tlie 
Diitctora The whole Board was animated with ibo 
same spirit. All gave tbdr services witLovit compcn- 
satiou, and tTieir courage bore np under repeat^^d dis- 
nflters. Never did a. nobler body of men have a great 

enterprise committed to tbcir truat 

It was the good fortuQc of tlie Company to havc^ 
^om tbe beginning, in the important position of Secr^ 
tary a gentleman adroirably qualified for tlie post 
This wa3 Mr. George Saword — a name fiimiliar to all 
who hflvc followed tiic fortunes of tho tclcgrapL, in 
Eaglaod or Ameriuo, since Le Las been the organ of 
eommunication with lbs press and the public; and 
with whom none ever Lid occasion lo transact buei- 
neaa witliout rccogni^ng hia rare ialelligcnoe and 
courtesy. 

The Company being thus in working order, pro- 
ceeded to fortu a conlitiet for the manufacture of n 
Oubli? to be laid acroa^'^ tljo Atlatitic- For many months 
the proper form and aiso of the cable bad been tbe 
subject of constant experiineuls. Tbe conditions were: 
to oombmo the greatest degree of strength with light- 
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ues3 and Ocxibility, It must be Btrong, or it would 
Anap id llic process of laying. Yet it would not do lo 
Liive it too large, for it would be ucinunageable, Mr, 
Brett had already lost a c^iblc in the Meditr^rnuican 
cbiefly from its balk. Its ei^e aud fitiffueas nLiido it 
hnrd to uawind it, while ita enormous weighty wben 
once il broke loose, caused it to run out wltli fearful 
veloci^, till it was soon Io3l in iha sea. It was only 
the year belbro that this accident bad occurred. It 
waa in September, 1355, in kying tbe cable from Sar 
dinia to Algeria. All was going en irell, until sud- 
dunly, "about two miles, weigbing eisVeen tous, flew 
out witb tho greatest violeucc io four or ^vc minutes, 
flying round even wbea the drums were brought lo a 
dead stop, creating ib^ greiitest alarm for the safely of 
the men in the hold and f^r the vessel." This was 
partly owiog to tbe charactor of Ihc submarioc flarfitce 
over wbit:b they were passi[ig. The bottom of the 
Mediterranean is voleaiiicj and i» broken up into moun- 
toina and valleys. Tbe cable, doubtless, had jaat 
passed over Bomc Alpine hejgltt, and was now dC' 
sccudiug into soma avrful depth below ; but chit-fly it 
was owing ti^ the fact that tlie great size atid bulk of 
the cablu mutle it uunianageable. This was a warn 
ing to the Allonlic Company. The point to be 
aimed at was to combine tlie flexibility of a cuni' 
mon Bhip*s rope with the tenacky of iron. These con- 
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ditions wcro thoaght to bo UDited in the form that was 
adopted,* A contract waa at once made for the manu- 



■ F^>RM xEfD &TJLiJCTDiue Of Till Cadll — On hia returu to America, 
Hr, Field puhliaheti « lextttr, in mibw«f to nmnj In^^uiheR addrva^ed ta 

^Ifa pardcalar coaoQctcd wMb thJa grc^t project iiui bom Uao tfub* 
Jaat of AO much comment througL Th« preM u th« fonn mil ttpiiclurfl 
of Uiu U:1cgrai>li uitUle. h ma; lie vtU LjtUeved ihat llic Dlretiur^ hire 
not decided apon n matter » dlViiaporldJit to sjci^ca, niUioul AniUng 
iLomsQlva of th« mint omlpcat taIcqI uid cxponcQco nbioli eouli Uc 
coramitidctl. Tlie iirai^iuyil Ijli^lor; nf sulimaiine Ti'lr'griiphs iTatos from 
the Buccc^fijl BubiEGraloQ of the caUEfi bctvecu Du^vr and Colnifl in 
Ifi&l, and odTAutagQ line bt:?Q Uk^-n of wli&Lcv-cr LasiTUcLioa tliia Wis- 
lorj oaald fLraiBh or SaggfflC, Of the sutimiLrinB caljlpfl fccrotflforc Iiud 
ilovm, iviLLkadt eniuntniLjng OLhcH, It ma; bo ]nti?T«sdag; to menlim 
llivl iho uud bf tnt.-cQ Ddt» euiiI Oalab weigba six loiu to tlio mile; 
Ihiit ht^EwuD Spczifh vid Coraifn, oEght lomi totlteniib; (he «ir« bid 
fn>m TtmA lo Bnibkhvu. aoil used Jiirlug 1L(] likCu wnr, ItA9 thun ihrco 
Imndred pouaiJa to the milt ; *hilc lb* wripht oJ" llie cable decided, on 
for tbo AllniktJO Telcgrupb lb bfllwijCQ umolt^Li handrod f-ouDdi and on* 
Ion to ihc rrile. Tbln rjiljt^^ la u»e tliettords of Dr. Vhitohouu, *ii 
iha reauli of luau J □■oQLliaMhaugbL,i!ipcruiii;nt,uiiI trial Hundreds o^ 
epciriracD? have l>eon made, oomprliiing Ov^Crj b-krict; of fono, site, and 
atructurp, nnd moet b^tctvIj teslcd ai io ilK\T povi>rfl aiul oapabilllica ; 
mad tbe rrfult^aa Umel tho bdopdon irf t()!i, which iroknon [o pMMU 
all die |jro])prtics rmiutrcd, m6 lli0« in i far hi^h(!r de;^^e lima an; 
cablv tlmt Uaa jct Imva laid. lis QviibiUt; \a nituK m6 ic idjiWo it u 
i]iaiLyg(<ntilc ai n small Hue, utid itA Arcngth aiich that M will bi^at, In 
waierp otcr 111 milca of its own weiglil lugpcnJcd vtrlica!];,' Tlio «jit 
duirliag mcdiom ecuulau nat of Otus ftingle atraL^lit oopperirire, but of 
feytn wint of copper of Uu but iiiuiUlj, tfriat^d round cai;h ulber 
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faclurc crf tlie cable, one balf bciDg given to Messrs. 
Glass, Ellitit k Co., of Lr.ndon, nnd the oilier fo Messrs. 
R. S- Ncwall & Co.j of Liverpool. Tlie wbolo was to 
be complcled by tbe first of Juuc, Tcmly to be sub- 
merffi?d in tbo sea. The cornpatiy wa^ or^niaetl on 
tUo ninth of December, and llie very next day Mr. 
Field &uled for Amorica, reaching New-York on tha. 
twenty-fifth of December, after an abaeuee uf tDoro 
than dve months. 

frpInlTv. dnJ cn[;aNe or uiidcrgoin;; ^ivat Icnaioii fftlboul InjUTT. T|iU 
coixJiiclitr in thcu cnrclapcd in tlLrco (vjicnvio cbvuritk^i of guttft- 
p«rdi(L, of the b«l c|iiilUlj^ fiiniiinf ibe cnra of lh« raMc^ round vSii^h 
UmJ hL-mp ]« ttmpped. lUil orer llila^ Uic ouuidu coTin-iiie, cwiASbilng 
of ei^lituD slTAQiU i>r Llic beat quiUitj of Jraa-wlrc ; cacL etnud 
poud of Merta dUlin^C irifv*, ttidUd ij/irolly, in ibc moat ippfovel 
niDDer^bj machlnciyHpedallrulmpled lu the purpose, Tbc mtcaipt 
tD lUBiiUtfl m^re ibu opo coaducLiog-itin: or rucdiiua vanlj not vjilj' 
b%Tc IncniBcd tlio ctianocs of failure af idi of tljum, but would Lava 
DHCSAJUied ihfl fldopLkin of a prnportiAiabl; hnvLi^r And mi>rfl cursx 
bruua cable Tbi: Ivua'itd pan'tr of lUs oulcr or wirs corGiiiig of Uu 
tnbloi briDg trry Tiiac)i l^as thari iliat of itc conductot- wltliin it, fhd 
I4t1<3r is ondc^^tivDllj prQti?i:l^ from fiuf fucli BlroJu t& cna pa«hb)/ 
nilttuPD Ll or cndiDgcr its InauUiioa vrlLhoul u taUre fhiciura of tbt 
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Vl FlflLt> aROHNB TO AMSniC^ fiTinTS UIUEDllTILT FflH XEWrDaKD- 

Lxno. llETLmya ^nu auEa to WAsaincTON, to tHK Aru rtjMi tiik 

AjIBMUiK GnVEftHHliJrr. OPFO^JITIOS IN COVUBESH. The CiBLt 
llUloNa THE POLITICIAKB. DmiArS Tri TlU St^dLTE. SUHnJElT Or HjL 

WiTErr ilr, Fiolii readied linme from abroad, he 
hopeil fur it brii^f respite. He had bad a pretty liard 
cnmpnign during tbe fiunxmer and autumn iu EnglaTid, 
mid needed flt lea^t a few wceka of rest; but even Ibat 
WU3 denied Lim. IIo landed in New- York on Chrlst- 
maa Day, cud was not allowed even to spend Lho Xew 
Year witU Lis ihraily. There were interests of the 
Company in Ncwfoimdlaad wbioh required imrno- 
dinte stteiktioo^ and it wna imporUint that one of tbc 
Dirceiors aliould go tlicre witLout dcljiy- As usoid, 
it devolved upon him, IIo left at once for Boston, 
vbcre he took tbc sle^imer to Unlifax, and thence to 
St, Jolin"H. Such n voyage may be very agrwahle in 
flumincr, but in mid winter il 13 not a ^^loasant thing 
to face tlio atorma of thoao uortbcrn latitudes. Tbo 
pasfisgc waa nnuaualEy teiopcstuoiiSi At St Jobn'a be 
broku down, and was put under tlic care of a phya> 
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cian. But lio did Dot fitop to Lbink of himself, Tho 
work for whieli lie ciime was done; and though tlio 
plijsieiAti declared it n great risk to leave liia bod, be 
Uxjk tLi3 fitenincr on bur icturii, and was again in New- 
York after a maiitL^a absence — a monib of hardship, 
of exposure, and of sufferiag, sucb as be bad long oo- 
casioc to remember. 

The mention of tbia voyage came up a year aStei- 
ward at a meeting of the Atlantic Telegraph Company 
in London, when a resolution wa3 offbrcd, tendering 
Mr, Field a vote of thanks fur " the great sorvii;ea be 
bad rendered to tbe Company by his nnliring Ecal, 
energy, and dovotioc/' Mr, Brooking, tbe Vicc-Ohair- 
man, had eptat a large part of tie life in Newfound- 
land, aud kitow the dangers of that inhospitable coaaty 
and in seconding tlie resolution he said: 

** It is now about a year aad a Lalf ago since I bad 
Lbe pleasure of making the acquaintance of my fricad 
Mr. Field, It w:is be wbo initiated mo into tbi.s Com-- 
pany, and induced me to lake an mtsrest in it from its 
earliest atngc. From that period to the present 1 have 
observetl in Mr. Field tbc most dctcrmiaed pez^ver- 
nnc<>, and tlic exercise of great talent, extraordinary 
assiduity and diligence, coupled with an amount of 
fortitude whicb baa seldom been equalled. I havo 
known bim cross the Atlantic in the depth of winter, 
and, witliin tweuty-four houiialler bis arrival in New- 
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Tork, having aaijertaiiietl that liia presence was necea« 
sary in a distont Britiab colony, be has not busitated 
ot oacc to direcl his couise thitherward. That colony 
is one with ^vhicli I a.m intimately ncquaiutcJ, Imviiig 
resided in it for upward of twenty years, and am eo- 
aLled to speak to the lioz^rda and danger wbicU attend 
a voyage to it in winter. Mr. Field oo aooner arrived 
at Kew-York, in the latter part of December, tban La 
got aboard n steamer for Halifax, and proceeded lo Si. 
John'Sf Newfoundland. In three weeks he acooni' 
plislicd there a very great oljjcct for lliis Company, 
lie pnxiuied the passage nf an Act of the LegielaUire 
wbicK has given to our Company the right of eatib- 
liabin^ a footing on those sliorea,* wKicli cro long. I 
hope, will re.^ult in connecting U3 witb Ireland, Thut 
is only one of the acta which be has performed witb 
a desire lo promote Ibe iatereats of this groat entcr- 

priae," etc. 

TLie very nest day after bJa I'cturn D"om Newfound- 
land, Mr. Field was called to Waahi&gtou, to s^ck tUo 
aid of bis own Government to the Atlantic Telegraph. 
Tbo Engtisb Govcrerncat bad prolTcred the moBt gen- 
erous m(\, butb in shi]^ to Liy the c:ible, :mil in an 
aiinnal subsidy of £14,000. It was on every account 
desirable that thia should bo met by coitob ponding 

* Tbc rights bcfors conferred it wauU ftfliD, ippLicd onlj t4 Iha 
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liberolity on Uia pflrt of tlje Ameriam Goveniioenl, 
Before hi? left Euglnnd, ho Eiad cent homo tbe letter 
reoeivod from tlie LcirJi* Coiniinsaioncra of Uje Trei- 
sary; niij tiiereupoa the Dirrctors of llie Kow-York, 
Newfoundland, and London Telegraph Company had 
incloflod a copy to ihc President, with a letter asking 
for the sinie aid in ships, anJ in nn annual sum of 
$70,0U0, [equivalent to JtUfioO,] to be paid for the 
government measflgca, the Jatter lo bo conditioned on 
the success of llio telt-gmph^ and to bo contiaued only 
BO long aa it W!i« in full operation. The'y urged with 
reaeou that the English Oovommont had aotod witli 
great liberality — not only toward the entciprise, but 
toward our own GorcminenL Although both enda 
of the line were in tbe Britiah possessions, H had 
claimol no esclusivo privileges, but had stipulated 
for |)erft:ct equalj^? between the United States and 
Great Britaiap The ngreemont expressly provided 
'*that Ibo Britisli Government shall havo a priority 
in the conveyance of tlieir messages over all othct^ 
iuhjeet to Otf rxc^tion onli/ of the Ooofrnment of tJie 
United Slal^i iu the ercnt of their cntcriog into an a> 
rangemenl witb the T4::legraijh Company similar m 
principle to that of the Britisli Government, in wliieh 
C41SC the messngce of the t^o govcrnmcnls shall have 
priority in the order in whiob they arnve at the 
stations,'' 
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The letter to the President called attention lo tJiis 

generous offer— an offer which it was maTiifeetly lo 

the advantage of our Qovornmcnt to accept — and 

added: "The Company will ent-^r into a {^untrjict with 

the Government of the United States on the snra» 

I 

terma and oonditiouB as it haa mado with the Bntialt 
Government/' They asked for the Bame reoognilion 
and aid in the United Stales which they had received 
in Erjglnnd. Thii^ surely was not a very extravagant 
request. It was natural tbat Americnu citiaens should 
think that in a work begun by Americans, nnd of 
which, if Bucccaaful, their country would reap largely 
the honor and the advaiiUigp, they might expect the 
nid from their own Government which they ]iad al- 
ready received from a fbreigu power. It was, there- 
not without a mixture of sarpriae and mortifies- 
^on lh;it they learued that the proposal Iji Coiigresa 
hnd provoked a violent opposition, and tbrtt the bill 
was likely to be dcfcatol Such was the attitude of 
affkira when Mr. Field returned from Newfoundlaml, 
and wMch led hiin to hasten to Wasliirgton, 

He now I'ound thai it wOB much easier to deal with 
the English than with the Amencan Government. 
Whatever may be said of the respective metboda of 
administration, it must be confessed that tbe formr^ of 
Englnnd raroish greater Cicility in the despatch of 
bufiincss, A contract can bo made by tbe Lords of this 
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Treiuary without waiting iho action of Pnrliament. 
The proposal is ref«rred to two or three iatuUigect 
dificcm of the Oovcrumcnt — i>erbap3 even to a einglc 
individual— -on wLoae rc|X)rl it lakes actio:i witliout 
farther delay, Tlina it is probable tbnt the neiioti of 
the British Government was decided wbcUy bj the 
rccoram^rtLdalion of Mr. WiLson, formed nller tlie visit 
of Mr- Field. 

But in our country we do things dif&arenily. Here 
it would bo considered a stretch of power for any ad- 
miuistrntaon to enter into a contract with a privntG 
company — ft contract binding the GovermiKHit fur a 
period of twenty-five years, and involvmg ati annual 
appropriation of money — without the action of Con- 
This 13 a BoTeguard against reckless and eztra- 
agant ejcpeiiditnrp, hut, aa one of the penalties we 
pay ibr our more popular form of government, in 
which every thing Las to be rcil-rrcd to the people, it 
hivolvee delay, and somelimes the defeat of wise and 
imporUnt public measures. 

Besides — eball wc confess it to our ebamo-^finothcr 
eecrct influence often appears in American legislation, 
irhicb bos defeated many un act demanded by the 
public good — the io^aencc of the Luhhy. This now 
began to show itaelf in opposition. It had beca 
vhispcrcd in Wasbin^on that the gentlemen in New- 
York who were at the head of this eulcrpriae uere txry 
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ncAy and a measure coming from euclr a Bource .surely 
OTigLt to bo made to pay tnbuU befora it was allowod 
to pflEE> Tliia wflij a new expcrionce. Tbosc few wccka 
io WaaLingtoa were worse tliaa amoug the iceberg 
oif tlie coEi^l of NcwfoundIain3. The Atliintic Cable 
has bad many .a kink smce, but never did it seem to 
be cntaQglcd in sLJch a LopeEess twiat, as wbeo it got 
among tbe politiciana. 

But it would be veiy nnjtist to suppose that there 
were no better iafluencea in our Halla of Congress. 
TLcrc were llicn — as there haye always been in our 
Lislory — som*j mea of large wistlom and of a noble 
patriotic pride, who in such a meosure tbought only 
of the good of their country aad of the Iriumph of 
Gciencc and of civilization. 

Two years ailer — in August, 1853 — wJien the 
Adaoile Telegrapli proved at lost a reality, aud the 
New World waa full of its iamo, Mr. Seward, in a 
Bpcech at Auburn, thus referred to die ordeal it had 
to pass tlirgugh in Congress : 

"The two great ceuntrica of which 1 have spoken, 
[England and America,] are now ringing with the 
praises of C^rus W» Field, who chiefly has brought 
this gruat enterprise to its glorious and beneficent ooa» 
Bumtnatiom Yuu have never heard bia etory ; let me 
give yoa a few points in it, as a leason that there Is no 
oondition of Jife in which a man, endowed with nulive 
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geniufl, a beoevolcat spirit, and a. coiirogeous patience, 
mny not become a benefactor of nitons and of man- 
kind." 

After some personal details, ^liich do uoi concoro 
this Liatory, he spoaka of the etforta by which ihu 
NeW'York mercli-int ''brought into bcirig an ttai*'*' 
ojiition of AmcricaD3 and Koglisbmcn, wliicb contrib- 
uted from fiar[»!a3 wi^dth tbo c^iptlnl nei^esuirj ha a 
basis for ibe enterprise \" and tbeo adds : 

"It remained to engage the eonscrit and the activ- 
ilj of l\iG Quvcmiueatd of Great Dritaiu ajtd t!jti 
Uoitf-d SljiIl'S. Tlint wuti aU tliat rerjiaiued. Sai^Ii 
oooaent and activity on the part cf some one great na- 
tioD of Eiiroj^e was all tbat Temaiucd needful for Oo- 
luinbua wIjou bi: aLood re^y to bring a new coTiLiaetit 
forward as a ihcaire of tbo world's civilizaiioD, Bat 
ia each case tbat cObrt waa the most dllEeoU of oIU 
Cyrvia W< Field, by assiduity and paticncep first se- 
cured consont and coudilional engagement on the part 
of Ga-at Brilaiii, and then, less thnn two yeora ago, he 
repaired to Washington, Tbo President and Score- 
tniy ijf Stale individiudly favored bia proposition ; 
but ibo jeab>usi<tfi of parties and soetiona In Copgresa 
forbadd them to lend it their offici.il sanction aad pat% 
rona^. lie appealed to mc. 1 drewr tlie ueoossLiry 
bilL Witli the generous aid of others, Northern Bep- 
icscnlatives aod the indispensable aid of the lat6 
Thomoa J, ICoak, a Secator from Texas, tbat billj 
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ir a severe contest and long <lelay, was carried 
tbrougb the Senate of the United Stales hj ihe major- 
ity, if I remember rightly, of one votOf and escaped 
defeat in the Ilouse of Eeprcaentative^ with ccjual dif- 
Bculty, I have said the aid of Mr. RusI: wiis icdis- 
peosable. If any one hns woadered why I, an ex- 
treme Norlhem man, Igved and lameated Thomaa J, 
Busk, an eciually extn^me Soiillieni raan, they hava 
here an explanation. There was no good thing which, 
03 it seemed to me, I ooald not do in Congress with 
Ilia aid. When he died, it seemed to nie that no good 
thing could he done by any one. Sacli waa the posi- 
tion of Cyras W, Field at that eLage of the great on- 
terpriae. But, thus at last forLifI<7d with capital 
derived from New- York and London , and witli 
the navies of Grent Britain nnd the ITuited Stales 
at his command, he lias, after trials thai would 
have discouraged any other than a Lraa di3ix>vercr, 
brought Lliegruat work to a felicilous coimum million. 
And now the Queen of Groat Britain and the PreB- 
idunt of the Uwiled States al^nd waiting hia porinia- 
oion to Bpcak, and ready to speak at his bidding; nnd 
the people of these two great eoiintries await only the 
signal from kim to ruah into a fraternal embrace 
which will prove the oblivion of ages of auapicion, of 
jejdousice and of anger." 
Mr- Seward may well refer wiEh pride lo the part 
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Lb lock iu Husuining tbis eEterprise. He was from 
ilie begiaciog its firmest supporierj as lie has been of 
many other ciitcrpriaoa for the public good. The bill 
Yios iatroduced iulo tUo Sctjato hy liim, iliiI wqh car' 
ried through niaiuly by his influence^ B<?coiir.lo(I by 
Ur. Ru^k, Mr. Douglas, and one or two others. It 
was introduced ou the nintli of January, and como up 
for 00 nside ration on the twenty-first. Its friends bad 
hoped tbnl it iniglit pass witb entire unanrmiiy. Bat 
f uch waa the opposilion, that tbc discussion lasted two 
daya Tbe report in the pugcs of the Globe nhowA 
lluit it waa a subject of auJnial^^d aad almost nngry de- 
bate, 

TbiB debate U a tbing of the post, and cQiinot be 
aupposed to Lave a present interest; yet it deserves a 
brief notice for the reason that it brings out so elearly 
the objections to aid being given to this eDlcrprise by 
the Govcrnraciit — objcctioaa which are heard oven at 
tUia late day* and which, as we do not uitead to reiser 
to them again, it may be well to notice, onee for all, 
and let them be answerefl out of ibe moutlia of grave 

senators. 

Probably no moaaure waa over iutroduced m Con- 
gress for the Lclp of any commercial enterprise^ that 
some raejnbtr, iuiEgining that it was to benefit a pftrli- 
oolar section, Jid not object tbat it was '* unconsiitu- 
tionaJT' This objcclion was wcU naawcred m ibii 
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case by a then hcDcred eeiialor, Mr. EeDJamin, of 
Louisiana, wLo askod very pci^Linciitlv ; ^' If WG 
have a rigijt to hiro a warcliou^ at Fort ^abon, i 
ibc Medilerraaean, Tor storing naval stores, have wtt 
not aright to biro a company to carry our measugeaV 
^I should as soon thiuk of qu^LioiiLiig tlie i^oa^fitution 
a! power of ibo Govcniinenl to pay freight to a vessel 
for c^irryjug its mail-bags across the ooeaa, as U> pay 
telegrapli company si cerUiin sura per anuuin for CO 
veying its tnesartgea by tha use of tlio electric toL- 
cgraph-" 

Tbia touelied the preuiae gronod on which t!ie ap- 
propriation wai asked. la tbeir memorial to the 
PrcaiduQt, the Company had said: '^Sucb a coDtract 
will, we suppose, (all witlilu the proviiiiona of Lbo 
ConBtitution in regard to postal arraogcmeots, of 
which this is only a now and improved form." 

Mr. Ej^yard, of Dclawnrc, csplaiucd in the samfl 
knoa the nature of the proposed agreement: '"It is a 
mail ojtfTation. It is a PostOlfiee arrangement. It 
is for the transinbsion of intellL^nee, and tiiat is ivliat 
I understand to be the fuiictioa of tho Post-OlTico l)^- 
partment. I hold it, therefore, to bu as legiLiniaU?!/ 
witbiu the projicr powora of iLe Government, as Uifl 
ompjoying of a stago-coaoh, or a steam-car, or a ship, 
to trana|>on tiie moils, either to foreign countries, or 
lo difltireiit portions of our own couutry." 



I 
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Of course?, us in all approp rial ions of money, the 
ciucstiou of expense liad lo be conaidcrcil, and licre 
there were nat wanting some U> cry oat against the 
cxtrrivagance of paying seventy tliousnud dollai? a 
year I We bad not ihen got used to the colossal ci 
penditurca of war^ and had not grown familiar with 
the idea of paying throe millions a dayl Seventy 
thousand dollars seemed a great sum; but Mr. Bayard 
in reply rcminJed tliem that England tlien paid nino 
hundred thousand dollars :i year for the Iraiispc^rlatton 
of the mails between the United States aud England ; 
and argued that it waa a very stnall amount for the 
great service rendered. Ho aaid : " I will venture the 
assertion, that every Senator oii this floor ^' as ^tou- 
isbed at the amrtll omount asked for to oeeomplisb 
this great object* I had eupposed it was going to 
OCCaaion an expense of several hundreds of thoni^.iiLda 
of dollars a year instead of seveniy thousand dol- 
Jore,^' ^* Wc have sent out ships to make explorations 
&nd ubservations in the Bed Sea and in South-Amer- 
ica; we sent one or two expensive expeditious to 
Japan, and published at great cost some elegant books 
narrating iheir exploits, Tlie expense even in ships 
alone, in that instance, was ot the rate of twenty 1o 
one here, but no cry of economy was then raised.*' 
"Hook upon this proposiUon solely aa a bnairicsB meas- 
ure; in that point of view I bcUevo the Government 
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will obl^a more service for tLe amount of money, 
than bv uriy otLer contract tliat we bave ever made, 
or now can niako^ fur Ibe transmisajon of intelli- 
gent?." 

As lo llie expense oF furnishing & ship of war to a»- 

siat ity laying tlip cotlo, iLiit would Le literally notli- 

iiig. Mr. Douglas well asked; "Will it cost any 

tiling to funiisli the use of one of our steamslifpa? 

Tbey are idle, "We havo no practical use for ihcni at 

prescnL TLcT arc in coramiffiioo. They Lave their 

of*al on board, ami Uicir full anuamenL They will be 

ronderiug no service to us if they are not engaged in 

this work. If tbcro was nothing more than a ques' 

tioa of iiaticDal pride inTolved, I would gladly fiir-' 

iibli the «flir of nn American ship for tliat purpose. 

En-l.atiU toudors one of her national vessels, and why 

sbi<\ild wc n<jl lender one also? It cosla England 

nothing, and U ooala ua nolliing." 

Mr. Busk ma^Ie the same point, in arguing tlinl 
fihiiw inl^hl be sent to a^^ist in laying the cablr, giv 
iua this bonicly but sufficient reason: "I think thai 
is bcllcr tlian to keep them mtting nt the ntivy-yards,, 
vilh the olBccra frolicking on 8boT>s,*' 

Mr, Riuglas to^ alill farther: "But Americanj 
cWmnh hare commenced this cnicrprise. The Lorn 
n,nl llio glorv ofilic achiovcm-jni, if suctcffif nl, "wiU ' 
H«« to American ff^Mus and American faring, "Why 
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Bhoiild the Americna QoTomineat be so penuriaiia— 
1 do Dot IcQow tliat that ia the proper word^ for it costs 
nothing—why eliould we be actuated by so illiberaJ 
A apitit as to refuse the uac of cue of our steamships 
to Gouvey the ivice wIicq it does not cost one farthLug 
to tbe Treasury of the United SUtea?'' 

But beliind nfl the.se objeciious of cipcuse aud of 
want of conetitutional power, was one greater than 
them nil, and that vas E^'GLA^'D ] The real animus 
of the opposition was uatioual jealousy — a fear leat 
ihey should be giving some advantage to Great 
Dntaiu, 

Thifl has been alwaja snfficlent to excite the hoa* 
tilily of a C(->rtaiii class of politicians. The mention of 
the tioioo of HugUnd bas had tbo same eilirct on tbem 
aa a red ra^ waved befvrc i\K eyes of a mad bull. No 
matter what the subject of the proposed coOperaiiou, 
even if it wore purely a scienliflc expedition, tliey 
were sure England was going to profit bj it to our in- 
jury. So DOW there were those who felt that ia thla 
Bubmarine caWu England uas literally crawling imder 
the sea to get some adrantn^ of tbo Uidtod States. 

This jealousy and hostility spoke IouJgbI from 
the mouths of Soutliemerft. It U nol^wortby that 
men wbo, within the last five yeara, have figured 
abroLkd, courting foreign influence agai/^st their cwti 
country, were then fieiuest in denuuclulioa of Eng* 
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liind. Mason and SIilI^^H voted together against thd 
bilL DaLltT, of South-Coroliim, wjw very bitter in hia 
oppoaltioa— sayiog, witK a sneer, ihat " this was sim- 
[jly a miiil SErviot Hiiiii^r tlie eurTeil lance of Great 
Rritam'*-— and so was Hunter^ of Virginia; vliits 
Jones, of TennesaeSj buiatiiig with patriotianij found n 
sufficient r^^ason for Iiia oppouitioa, in that ^^hd did not 
want any thing to do with England or Englialimen M' 

But it should be said ia justice, thnt to this general 
li(]6tility of the South thcro vroro soma excoptiong, 
Beiijaniiii, oF Louisiana, garc tbe l»ill an earnest sup- 
port; ao did Mallory, of Floriilo, Chairman of tlio 
Naval Comtnitlce; and espeoially tliat noblo Sonth- 
erner, Eusk, of Texas, '^ yriik wLoae aid/' as Mr. 
Seward aaid, " it seemed that tLerc w[W no gcxid tiling 
wbich he could not do in Cougreas.^' Mr. Busk de- 
clared that ho regarded it as *'thQ great enteqirisa 
of the age " and expressed hia surpriac at tho very 
rnofltrate subsidy asked for, only seventy thousand 
dollars a year, and declared tbat, " whli a re&£onahIe 
prospect of fiuccesa in on enterprise of tliia dcscriptioOj 
cjilculated to produce such beneCcJal results, he should 
be wiliing to vote two hundred thousand dollar/' 

But with tile majority of Southern Senators, thero 
vas a repugnance to acting in concert with England, 
which could not be overcome, TL(^y argued that this 
was not truly a line between England and the United 
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but bctvoeu England and her own colonies — 
a line of vliich she olono was to reap the benefit. 
h lU Itrmna tmrt in iJie British posTn^suflis. In ihe 
n\t o£ war this would givs a tromondous advantage 
the power holding botb ends of the lino. Alt th« 
Imiped on tliia string ; and it m&j be worth 
pngo or Iwo to see Low this was met and unswerDd. 
J]hua Bpoko Mr> llunlerp of Tii'SJ'^^^^ 

'" There is another matter which seems to me lo re- 
quire 3ome saft'guards. Both the termini of this tel- 
r^raph line are in Jhe British JoniinionK. WliatsecU' 
rily are we to have ihat in time of war we shdl have 
the nso of the telegraph as well as the BriLisb Govcrn- 
ineiitr 

The answer of Mr, Sewanl may aiilisfy our Eaglisb 
BcMds that he is not animated by any violent hostil- 
Uy to that country : 

II Appear? aut to have been contemplated by the 
Iritish Government thiit there would ever ha any 
Utorruplion of the amieable relations between the two 
intriee* Therefore nothing was proposed in their 
contract for the contingeney of war. 

" Tliat the two terraioi are botb in the Briiiab do- 
imionsis true; but it is equally true that there is no 
otiier Icrminua on this continent where it ia practi- 
cable lo make llmt communication except in the Brit- 
doraioiona. We have no domiiiiatis on t^l^ other 
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dde o£ the Atlautic Ooeaa. Tliere is uo oil]<,^r rojto 
known on wliich the tolcgrapbia wire could be driisi'a 
tbraugli the ocerui ao jv* to liad a proper rcatiug pliic^ 
or anclionige except this. Th« distance on lUIb routa 
ia sopcriteen hundred miles. It id not even kuowa 
that tho telcgritpbio wire will carrj the flaid wilh suf- 
ficient atreugth to coramumcate across those seventeen 
hundred miles. Thnt a jet a scientific experimecl, 
And the Company are ]:irepared to make it. 

" In regard to war, all tbo daoger 13 thia : There ia 
a Lazjird of war at buiub future time, and whaLever 
arrangementfl we nught mate, war would break them 
up— at Icaat, war would probably break them up- 
There can be no Btipulatjou of U'eaty that would siive 
UB the Lenefit desired. My owu hope is, that itfliTE 
the telegraphic wire is onea laid, there will be no 
more war between the United SUitea and Great Binl- 
aiup I believe that whenever such a connection a^ 
tbia ahaU be madi;, we dimifilsh the cihaticea of wur, 
and diminish them in such a degree, that it is uot nc- 
ceeaaiy to take them into conaideraliou at the prc^uut 
moment 

"Let us see where we are? Wbat ahall we gain 
by refuflingto cuter iulo this agreement? If we do 
not make it^ the British Qo^emment Loa otily to add 
l^m thoiisiiud pountls sterling more annually, and they 
have the wbole moaopoly of thia wire, without any 
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atipulition wlatever — not ou\y in wjir but m peace. 
If we mato tbia conlract wjtli tbe Company^ we at 
least Gcourc the boucfit of it in time of peace, and wo 
postpone anil Ji-Ia/ tlic tlaug<^ra of witr, IT tbere 
shall evor be war, ic wonld abrogate all treaties that 
can bo made iu regard to this sabjcct, unless it be 
trui% as llie honorable Senator from Virginia thinks, 
tljat trejLlies c^u bo made which will bo iegn.rded as 
cilligutory hj nflliona in time of war. If so, wo b-ive 
all the ud\*antasc3 in time of peace, for the p«rpo3c of 
m^ingfiucb treaties lierofitYt^rf without the least rpji- 
son Ui infi^r ihiit ther^i would be hdj rduefjuitu? on the 
part of tb<T British Government to enter into tbat no- 
gotmtioQ n-ith us, if wc should desire to do so* The 
Bnliali Govertnneiitj iF it hAd such a iliaposiuon na 
the fiononble Senator supposes^ wonld certjilnly hnvo 
proposed to roonopoUze all this iQlcgraphic line, in- 
stead of proposing to divide it," * 



* Tt !■ irOTllif of Dolii^e, Uiit wh&i Qia Itill granling a clierLfr (o Lhe 
AtLutic Telegraph Cciqpuij vai ofnen.'d m itio BrUiiti Parlinnivnt, il 
Irflpt otw Doblcaiqi) fotind Tnult irith it on ihii rcrr gr^un'l. llmt il i^uro 
awa)r litiporiiinl ndrnniagei whJcS preptvly belongtMl fo EngUnH^ mid 
vlbli Btkamglib 10 r«»ervG lo fartttlf: 

" Id ihc QauBc of I^rda, cti the twrnticlJi of J'l'ji 1€A7» on Iho mo- 
tion fuT 1li« lliinl rpadtQji of thi* Ti'lcgnph Compflny^i bill, 

" Lnrd ItMosduTi- i^illiiJ aLLoufLuEi Lo lt;i- fact ilmi, nlLliutigh \\vj [«r- 
mlnl or itc piti|H»tMl tdcgnipli were LotU In hiT M..jcsty*j dumittlona, 
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Mn Hale fii^jke in tlio anme strain ; 



It 



to nie that tito wir spirit and the cdd^h- 



K 



seems 

gencios of war arc brought iii a iittlc too olten upon 
aUei^ of legislation wLich bave no ueceasary conneo- 
loii wilU ibem. If we are to be governed by coneid- 
liocs of tbat eortj they would paniljze all improve^ 
cut; they would slop the great approprinlions for 
nimercci tliey would ^t once neutralize tbat policy 
wliich seis our ocean stenmers nfloat. Nobody pre- 
teuda tliat Ibo intcrcoareo wbich ia kept up between 
Great Brltijiu and tbis country by our ocean ateamera 
woiibl be ei>ritiuufd in time cf wjir; nor the communi- 
cation with France or oLber nations. 




i 



tn^of the flfltnc prioiily u the Britlflti (rOFsmmenL ?Uh rug^vd la 
Ihe tranimlwlnn of tnc*«>*ifs. It iris «aiil tbu ilil« rqiiM rigbl «n« 
Ovjni; io Uli' fiict itLaL a Jcnnt gutkraDtco libit bi?i.-Ei ;;i\i:n in iIlq iwu 
Gi}7cnmicnU. FIv Un/riffhf, AfliMtw, U vouTJ hare hcen far ttfUer polity 
on tk* ptri lyftttr M/tjMly'r OuufmmrHl i/ tAfif had fiih^ vattiertidfli 
As tpAuff ipntrantrr tficiruieU-fn, and thtnf ItaJ n^iUitntd frtt unJ Miif tvn- 
troi ^^ Ihi MHi'^fi)!^ Hiid vf filr^rapU^ or h*id tnu/f^ our oim (VW>4 

titttuntt to Join in ma^intj it At the timn llia^ If \\ie cUtise In qacB- 
tioEi ItAcl itic uuu^ttcju of her HojealT't midslrx, tt wna uol lila Luttulloit 
to ol^l to it. 

'^ Rurl Gnmrilla tUd this Tctognph wna LbUa'lod In rann^t l"i^ 
innl ^imtrJeii, MD^t, «« Iho two GorpmiDmU lijul gniu> Utnd In huid 
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"If we are deterred for that reason, we slmll be 
uiQg a policy ihat will paralyro improvcraeDls on 
those parla of ilic coast vrhlch lie contiguous to the 
Jakca TIiQ city cf Delroit wiJl li:iv€ to be aba[idoDed, 
benulifLil QDd progressLVG as it ^ because in time of 
r tlie nuipsions of her citLzcns there lie wilbln tho 
nmge of Brllish guns, 

"Wliat will tbe fluspt-Tisioti briilge al Niagnra be 
good for ia a timo of wur ? H thi; JJnEisli cut olf their 
end of it, our end will not be worth mucli. I believe 
tbai among the tkiiiga which will bind ua L<»gstlicr iji 
peace, this telcgrnpliie wire will be one of the moat 
potent. It will biad tbc two countries together litei- 
ally wilU cords of iron tlint will bold ua in the bonda 
I of peace. I repudiate eniirely tlie policy which re- 
■^BC8 to adopt it, because in tiaie of war it mrty be in^ 
^^biiptcd. Such a policy as ttnt would drive us Utclc 
^^B ^ s^^ of UirbarlHm, It would dcslrcy the i^piril 
of progress; it would retard improvemeul ; it would 
paralyze aU the advances wUicb are making ns aruoro 
ciyilizei^l, and a more iafornicd and a bctt^^r pcoplo 
than the one whiclj preceded us." 
Mr l>:iuglas cut the matter ^bort by saying ; 
"I am williog to vote for this bill ns a peace moas- 
ns a commercial measures— but not aa a war mcos- 
; and when war comee, let us roJy on our power 
ability 10 take this end of the wire, and keep it.*' 
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Mr. Kuak eaid : " Tbc advantages ol" thb work will, 
bo mLitnal, and must be mutan.1, betwceu tliu IjEiitud' 
Stales and Grrat Britain- It is iinpa^ilile fi>r oue 
T^ation at this ^gs to get a great odvaatage cvt;r»D-| 
other in means of coinmutii cation, because when a- 
oomrauoiciitioD is made, it will bo open to the ialcHi- 
geocG and enLurjirise aod capjlal uf all." 

Mr. Benjamin s:ud: '*TLe sum of money tbat tllia. 
Govcrnmont proposes to give for tbo msq oi' this tele-' 
graph will aiiitjun!, in tbo twenty five vcars, to sorae- 
tliiiig ln:lWL-cri -£300,000 and £400,000. Now, W Una 
be iL matter of sacb immense importance to Great 
Britain— if tbis be the golden opportunity — and \% in- 
di-ed, ber control of llila line be audi a powerful en- 
gine, wliether iu war or in peace, is it not most estm- 
ordinary iLat Ebe proposes to us a fidl slmre in itS' 
bcQc^Ls and in ita ooiitrol, and allows to oar G^vem-^i 
ment equal riglits witb lieraelf in tlic iraiiBniisftion of 
communiealiona for tbo Bum of about £300,000, to be 
paid in annual instulrnenls Ihmugli lwonty-£ve yeara? 
If tills be, indeed, a very important instrumentality in 
b*?Iialf of Great Brimin for the conduct uf hercommercej 
tlie government of her possessions, or ibc efficient no- 
tion of her troops in time of war, the £3'X),000 ex 
pended upon it are but bs a drop in tbc buekot wKea 
Ootoparcd witb the immense resources of tiiat empire, 
I tlunk, tlierofore, vre may db well discard from our 
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CQnaiderxitiDn of ibis subject all these viaions about ibfl 
immense impcirunce of tljo govemmerital oid in this 
tttoFj to be reudcreil under the provisioDS of tliis 

nil 

'*Mr- Presidetfct, let ua not filwrkye be tMnkiiig of 
war; let us be using means to preserve peace. The 
amount Ibat would be czpeuded bv this (joremmcnt 
iji BIX. moiitbs* war with Great Britain, would far ex' 
oeed every ibing that we ehall bare to pay for the use 
of this tclegrnpbic line for the entire twenty-iive years 
of tbe contract; and do you not believe that this in- 
Btrurnenlality will be suJ]]cieiiLly cHicLcrit to bind to- 
getber the peace, the commerci*^ and the interesta of 
iho two countries, 6o ns even to defer a war for eix 
moiitls or twelve months, if one sbouJd ever become 
.ineviuble, beyond the period fl,t wbiiib it would olber- 

rjse occur ? If it does that, it will in »i or efght or 
Dine montlts f^pay the expenditures of twenty-five 
yeara. 

Again, sir, I say, ifGreiit BritBin wants it for war, 

iG wilt put it tbere at her own expense- It U not 
hundred thousand pounds^ or four hundred thou- 
Band pounds, that will arrrat bcr. If) oo tbe contrary, 
tliis be useful to commerce — useftil in an emirieiJl de 
gree — useful for tho prescrvaiion of peace, iben I con 
fesd I foel some pride that my country ebould dd in 
osUiUbbing iu I confeas I feel n glow of aometbing 
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like pride lliat I belong to tlia grciit Lumau family 
whea I Boe ibese Irmmphs of scicTtce, by wbicL mind 
is broTjgbt into inalaiit communicatioa witb TQiDd 
aoroB3 the ioterveoing oceans, wbich, lo our uDeoliglit- 
ened ibrdatkers, seemed placed there by Provideuce 
&A an etci'hiil barrier to comnmnicalion between iDa[j 
aud man. Now, sir, we speak from minute lo miQUte. 
Scarcely can a ^uu be lired in war en tbc Europoao 
Bhorc era its ecboea will reverberate amoug our own 
mountains, and be heard by every citiaen lu t)ia knd> 
All ibis is a triumph of science — oF American geruaa, 
and I for ono feci proud of it, and feel dcBiroua of 
saslaiiiing and promoting it." 

Mr, Douglas said : ''Our policy ia essentially & poli- 
cy of poaoc. Wo waat pcjice witli the whole world, 
above all other coosidcratious. There never baa been 
a time in tln^ liiaUiry nf litis Ropuijlji.', when peace waa 
more essential lo our prosperityj to our ndvancemcni, 
aad to oar progress, than it ia now. Wo have made 
gretit progress in time of p&'4Ce — an almost inconceiv- 
able progress since the laal war with Gi'eaL Britmn. 
Twenty-fivn years more of peiute will put ua liir in ad- 
vance of any other nation on earth." 

It was fit that Mr* Seward, wLo introduced the bill, 
aod opened the debate^ shoiild dose jo wi-knla lliat now 
aocm propin?tic, anl siiow the large wi&dom, looking 
beforo and olWr, of IhiB cmicCDt statedman i 
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' Tliere was nii American citiaen wUn, in the year 
1770, or tliereaboul, indicated to tliis eountry, to Groa.1 
BrilJiin, and to llio world, the use of tbo lightning for 
ihe purposes of communication of intelligence, and 
that was Bn FrauJclin. I mn snra tlmt there is not 
only no member of the Senate, but no American citi- 
zen, however humble, who would be willing to have 
fltnick out from the achievements of AmcriL-aa inven- 
liou this great discovery of the llglitiiing as no agenl 
for the uses of humnn Eocloty. 

"The ftuggoelioii made bv that distinguished and 
illustrious American was followed up some liiYy vcara 
ftftj?rw,nrd hj unother suggestion mid another indi«;L' 
tion from anotlier American, and that wns Mr, Samuel 
F, B. Morse, who indicated to the American Govern- 
meQl the meana bj wbieh the lightning could be made 
to write, and hj whieh the telegra[>hie wires could be 
made to supply the place of wind and steam for cany- 
ing intelligence, 

** We have followed out these suggestions of these 
cminei^t Americana hitherto, and I am fiure at a very 
email cost The Government of the United States ap- 
propriated $40,000 Lo teal the practicability of Morse's 
hugf^.'stion; the §40,000 thaa ejtjWTKied established it^ 
pracTicobililj and its use. Now, there is no person on 
the faoo of tlio globe who can measure the price at 
whicl), if a reasonable man, he would be willing to 
6* 
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strike from the world the use of the raagDetii; tele- 
graph iifl a means of communication between tliETLTent 
portions of the same country. This great invention ie 
now to be brought ioto its farther, wider, rtod broatJcr 
use — tliQ use by the general society of nations, inter- 
nntional use, the use of the society of mankind. Its 
beneSta rare Lirgo— just in proportion to ihe extent 
and Ec/)pe of its operation. They are not merely 
benefits to the Government, but they ere bencfite to 
the citizens and eubjecta of all nritious and of all 
StateH. 

" I might eolnrge iiirther on thia subject, but I ior- 
bear to do so, hecauae 1 know that at some future 
time I shall como across the record of what 1 have 
aiid tO'day. I know that tJicn wliitt I have said to-day, 
hy way of anticipation, wiUfallMfar short ofOu reality 
of benefits which individuals, States, and nations w^iil 
have derived from this great euterprise, that I sliall 
not reflect upon it without disappointment and morti- 
fication/' 

After eueh argumeuta, it should BCem that there 
eould be but one opinion, and yet the bill posscd the 
Senate by only on^ tmijorily ! It ulao bad to run tho 
luutlct of tho IIouso of Iiep^e£orJtntL^'eF?, where it cn 
tuntcrod the same hostility, liuc at length it got 
through, and wn^t !4iirnr'->I hv Prundent Piet\:o on the 
third of Miirx^lt, ihi? ho wuat oni of oilloo; 

Thofl it bocam* a Uw. 



i 
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CHAFrER VUL 

Bmm TO Epor-iWD, The Nuoiba— Ciniiv Hitomx. The AoA' 
uimov ETPTnrriD?! or 1857^ Sailiito rnau Imland. Srsvia 
IV nu Kihu. or Caklisle. Tiu Cau^ Dooees. 

^Scarcely was tbe bu&mess wilL tbe American Gov- 
ernment completed, before Mr. Field was recalleil to 
Kngland. Once more upon tbe waves, be forgot the 
long dclajr and tbe vexatious oiTpt>siiion whicii be left 
bebiod — the foga of Newfouudlauri, and ihc denser 
fcgB of Washinglon, He was bound for England, 
and there ^t least tbo work did not stniid Ml All 
winter long the wheels of the machiacry had kept in 
molicjn, Tbe cable was imcoiling it^ niightj foltls to 
A leagth fluMcienl to span the Atlantic^ and ai lust 
there waa hope of victory- 

Although the LToitcd States Government had seem- 
ed a little ungraciona in its delay^ it jet rendered, lhi» 
vearnhd next, imperlaat service to tie Atlaotie Tele- 
^aph- Already it had prepared tbo way for it, by 
the deep-sea soundings, wbieh it was the first to take 
across t)]c Atlnniie. It now rendered ailJitional and 
robstantid uid la lending to tbia cnterprim the two 



132 HISrOET" QF THE ATL\tmO TELEGRAPH. 



fitieat siii^js in tLe Amcrica,Li ua,vy — -tlio tTuigara and 
ttie Susquelmima. Tbi! former e'^peciiiny d^^servea no- 
tioe, as fibe hns bccomo a hiEtorbal ship. Sbo wa^ 
built some dozen years ngo Uy tlio lamented George 
Steers — a niinie celL-braU.-d iiiiioiig our marine arclii- 
tects OB the constructor of ibe iamoua yacbt America, 
tb&t "fiice-horse of tbe sea/' whicH had crossed the 
Atlantic, and carried off the prise in the British Chan- 
nel frDm llie yriclila of En^^Unid — -^md was designed 
t<> be a model of naval arclii lecture* She was iho 
largest slcain-frigalc an the world, exceeding lu ton- 
nHge Lhfl heaviest line-of-ljaUle ship ia the Eiighsh 
navy, and yet so f:n(?l/ modollcd that, propelleil 
ooly by a screw, she could easily make ten or twclvo 
miles ao hour. KotwkliBtaiidiug ber huge Lulk, Aim 
was iuLended to carry bot twelve guns — being one of 
the firat sbipa in our navy to Bubelitute a few enor- 
mous Dahlgrens for half a. dozen times as many fiily- 
Hix-pomiders- This waH thtj lieginaiiig of that revo- 
lution in naval warfare^ which has been carried to 
Biach extent In the Monitor* and other iroodads in- 
troduced in our recent civil war, Each gun weighed 
fourteen tons— requiring a crew of iwenly-five men lo 
wjcld it — and threw a shell of one huudred &nd thirty 
pouTidfl a distance of ihrco miles. One or two broad- 
mdcft from 8uch a deck would sink an old-f^'^hioiicd 
^tiiiy-fijur, or even st nicely or luudred-jjuu siiip^ 
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But as the NiLigarn^ was now to go on no errand of 
.J thij formiclAblo armnmcnt wns not taken on 

iid» Sbe woA built witU wb:tt Is known aa a ^' Husb 
ileclt/^ dear frara stem to stcirtij niid Ix'iag witliouL 
her gars, was left free far llie more peaceful biir- 
deij tbat sbc was to beur. "When iLo orders were re- 
ceived from Wftshiogton, abo was lying at the Urook- 
Ijra Navy-Y.'^rd, but began immcdialely to prepare 
for lier expeilition. Btilktioails were knoi^ked down, 
above and below, lo make room for tbat buge aer- 
peril — longer a Ibousand times tban any fiiblcd mon- 
ster of tbe deep — tlint wiis to be coiled, witliin ber 
fiidefl. These pn?paratioui4 oooiipied four or five 
wueksf. On tbe twcnty-secx)iid of April, sbe made a 
trial trip down tbe bay, and two days ai\cr Bailod ibr 
EogluDd, in comma^nd of Captain William L. Hudson, 
011(3 of tbe oldest and best officers in our uavy, wbo, 
to his po-st services to his oonntry, was now to add 
aaotbet in the expeditions of thi^ and tbe f^Uow- 
" ig year. He bad with bim as Cbief Eugioecr Mr_ 

'illiani E. Everett whose mechanical genius proved 

important in constructing tbe paying-out machinery 
"which liliiiJly laid tbe cnhle. 

Besides tbe regular sbip*^ crew, no nr:e was receiv- 
ot board except two officers of the Russian navy — 

iptnin Schwartz and lieutenant Kolobniii — who 
W*re perraitteJ by our Government, aa an act of na- 
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tiouol ci)uth!3y, to go oat lo witness tbia great expcii* 
ment; and Professor Morse, who went aa tlie elec* 
trician of the NcwrotincllanJ Company. The regula- 
tions of the navy did not admit corrospoacienta of ihe 
presaj but Profeaaor Morse wiis permitted lo takd a 
secretaty, and chose Mr. Ktillaly, wLo had tbus an 
opportunity to witness fill tbc preparations on land 
and sea, and lo famiali tliose minute jiad detailed 
accounts of the severa] expedittonfl, which contribute 
some important chapters in the history of this eater- 
pHae, 

The Niagara, arrived out on the fourteenth of Maj, 
and cnat anchor off Grnvescnd, about twenty-flve 
miles below London. As it was the first time — at 
Jeaat for manj years — -that an American ship of war 
Lad appeared iu the Thames, this f:Lctf with her Luge 
proportions and the object for wLich she came, at- 
tracted a crowd of visitors. Every day, from morn- 
ing to night, a fleet of boats was around iier, and men 
and women thronged over her aides. Every body was 
welcome. All were received with the utmost oout- 
tesy, and allowed aceercs to all parts of Iho ehip4 
Amon^ ihtac were many visitors of distinction. Herd 
came Lady Fratikhn h:> thank tbe generous nation 
that had sent two erpeditiona to recover her husbnnd 
lost amid I'olar seas. She was, of course, tho object 
of universal atlcaiion and rcspccLful sympathy. 
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dhkm. She was a, fit comp&ntDiL sliipi being the 
largest side-wlieel aUi.imer iu our navy, as llie other 
wna IbQ largest propcllon BoLU together, they were 
vrorthy represeiitiitivca of the American caTy. 

When the Niagora anived in tbe Thrtmea, it was 
supposed she would take on boord her half of the cable 
irom the manufactory of Gloss, Elliot &^ Co., at Green- 
wich ; but on occount of her grcj^t lengLhT it was diffi- 
cult to bring her up alongside the wharf in front of 
the works. This w;ia therefore led lo ihe Agamem- 
non, while the Niapfiira was ordered around to Liver- 
pool, to take tbe other half from the works of Scwall 
i, Co., at Birkcnheatl, opposite that citj. Aeeord- 
ingly she lefl Graveaeod on the fifth of June, ami 
reached PorUmoutb the next day, where she remain- 
ed a fortnight, to have soaie farther alterationa to fit 
ber to receive the cable- Althougli she bad boeu al- 
ready pretty weU ** scooped out," fore nind aftj the cry 
was Blill for room Officers bad to shift for them- 
fiolvi^a, as their qaartcra were swept away to raakc a 
wider berth for their iron guest. But all Bubmitlcd 
witb excellent graoOn Like true Biulors, tbcy took it 
"gflily*' as if they were only oleariag the decks to go 
into batil'?. Among mher alif^rfllioiis for KiJety, vsaa 
A framework or '* cago " of iron, wblcU woe pat over 
tie etorn of tl« ehi|H to keep Iho callo from getting 
catan;^1ccl ia tb^: :=■. r ■/. \s soon as these were com- 
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id, tUe Niagara left for Liverpool, and og tUo 
srity-Kcopd of <Juqc cast anchor in iLe Meisey- 
abff attmch^ as mucli utttuitina as in tlie Tliamcflj 
fing crowded witb vi^ilors Juring tliG w€ct; and on 
iundays, whea none wi?re reci:ived on boArd^ iha 
[ver-boats eougbt to gratify public curiosity fay anil- 
Ing around fier, Tbe officers of tlic aliip ai lUe samo 
m were ol-ji^ts oF <7ursl;iiil lnjspifalily, bijlli from 
ivAto cilizeufi otid from tbc |.>ubiic antboriiica. Tlio 
lyor of Llrerpoo] garo them a diniicr, tbc ClittiuU^r 
GirnaiercQ another, ■while the Anieri;;iins in LiV4*r- 
il entertained them ot n grand banquet on the 
irLli of July — tbo iir^t public celebration of our 
Ltiouul mmiversury ever hnd in that oily. 
But while tbew fealWilies were kept up on shone, 
[Rrd work was done on boanl ibe ship. To coil 
lirtocn hundred miles of cable was an immcnae un- 
rtuking. Yet it was rII rlono by the aaJlora them- 
Nt> compulsion wna used, and none waa necl- 
No sooner was tLere a call for v<jlimlcei^, than 
m stepped forward in greater numbers than conkl 
employc-d. Out of those were cliojiiei^ one hundred 
twenty stalwart fellows, who were divided into 
two giUiga of BJxty nicD^ and cacli gang into watcbos 
of tliirty, wliicli relieved each other, tiwd all went to 
work with aucb cuthosiosm, that in three virceks tbo 
hctculcan taak waa completed. The event was cele- 
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lirated hj n Gaal dioner given hy tlie sbareholdera of 
the Atlantic Telegrapb Compaay residing at Liver- 
pool to Captain Hudson, aad Captain Sands of the 
Siisi^ueljanna, wbose arrival in llie NTersey enaWeil 
them lo extend their hospitalilieB to the officers of 
both ehips, 

"While tbe Niagara was tlma doing her part, the 
same sceaa was going ou on board the Aganiemnou, 
which wjis still Ijing in the Thames. Thert! the work 
was completed about the same day, and the oooaaion 
duly honored by a ecene as unique as it waa beautiful. 
Says the LanJon Times of July twenty-fourth ; 

"AU the details connected wilL. ihe man ufac tore 
and stowage of the cable are now completed, and the 
conclusion of Ihc arduous labtjr waa celebrated yeater- 
day witli high festivity and r<^0]C]ug. All the arLi- 
sana who have been engaged upon the great work, 
Willi tlieir wives and familiee, a hrgc party of tbe offi- 
cers, with tlic sailors iroin the A^^amemnoo, and a 
number of diatinguisbcd seJentiBc visiloTs, were enter- 
lained upon this oecasioii at a kind ofjcte c?w/ftpi(re 
at Belvidere housp^ the seat of Sir Culling Eardley, 
near Krith. The festival waa held in the beautiful 
park which had beon obligingly opened by Sir Out 
ling Eardley for the purpose. Although, in no wny 
personally' infcreatcd in ihc project the honorable bw^ 
onet has all along evinced the liveliest sympathy w'v 
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he undcrtoking, and hiriii'dr prop03cd to have the 
ipletion of tlie work cekbrnlcd Ja liia picturesqufl 
mn*l^. Tim inaiiQfiuilurtra, flred with gctieroua 
tmulition, creeled spacioug lenls oo ihe lawn^ and 
)vided a magnificent banquet for the guests, and a 
itffit^ntial oDC fur the B.illora of the Agaruemnan und 
ariifieore who hiid boeii employed id tlie coa^lrjc- 
lioii of ihe cable. Bj an admirable arrangomenl, the 
icflts were nccoroicicdated Bt a vast semi circular ta- 
le, wliicb ran round tbe whole pavilion, while Ibe 
Lilozs and workmen 5:(L at a tiuiabt.-r of lon^ tnbles 
iDged at right angles with thi? choi^l^ so that the 
;ncra] cfiect was thai all diaed together, while at tlie 
le time auftjcient distinction was preserved to ait- 
tj the most fastidious. The three centre l.iblea were 
supiod by tho crew' of the Agiimeranon, a fine, act- 
Ite bodj of young mon, who paid the greatest atten- 
Jon to the speechesj and drank nil the toasts with an 
'admirable puoctualityj at least so long aa iheir ibroe 
inta t"f l>ccr por man lasted ; but wc regret to add 
■at, what with the beat of tho day and the entbu- 
im of Jack in the catiae of science, the mugs were 
empty long before ihe chairman's list of tiasU hnd 
**^n goiic through* Next in i(ilci"est to the sailors 
llto worktnim and iheir whea and balies, all bc- 
ponaitttHl Ui »seasl at the gi^jjt occaaiou. The tal- 
fl ui 1: ' ! T]e«l at &n sSbctlng pero* 
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Tftljoii, but tltat ralbcT improved the e^ct tbiui ctlioi^ 
wise, and iLe presence of tbese little cnea onl/ mark- 
vd tbe geiiLiiue good feeling of tlie eiQ|jlo^'erSf who 
hod thus invited not only tbeir workmen but ihcit 
irotkmpD's ELmilies to tUc feast It was n inomeDLsr^ 
Tetnra to the old pairiarchfll times, and every on« 
pfescnt seemed deligiilad witL ihc espenincnL'' 

Speeches were made hy Sir Culling E«rdle\", 
Sir Cbrdwe^l, of ibe House of CommouSj Mr. Broolc- 
oti« of tlie DireetorSj by Professor Morse, and 
;r^ Mr. field rend a letlcr from Prcsideat I3a- 
Amm, sajing that he should ft^ honored if the first 
tDBSigQ should be one from Que«n YictorJa to tiii 
scU, nnd that be *' would eodejivor to answer it in a 
spirit and manner becoming a great occasion,^' 

TIaua labor and reacting being ended, tlio IJJLigai^-t 
arid ihe Sitsquebanoa leil LiveqMXjI the latter part of 
Julv, and sleained down Sl Georgia's Ciiannel to 
Qucen^towD, wbieU was to be the rendezvous of tfic 
telt^iaphic si^uadron, and here they were joinc-d hy 
the Agamemnon and the Leopanl^ which wa$ to bo 
hor consorU The former, fts she ontcr(^d Ihe hoT' 
bor, came to nnohor about a third of a mik' frnii 
tho Ni?i;^rnra. The pn^***ni?e of th'* tvrn j*1ii^ie vlucll 
liiii ' hich 

Ac- 
Ihd 
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le ship, and so jinned as to ibrni a cojiliauoud 
length of tweniy-five LuiKlreU mile^ boiU ends of 
wliich wct« OD board the AgnmomTjon. One cod wu^ 
Iboa coaneckd with tbc apparatus for transmitting 
the electric currunt, and on a scnsjlive galvarionieter 
b^ng atlTiclnxL to tho othcT end, tho wbola caUIo 
WAS tesleJ from end to end, and found to be pe^ 
fitt Tiioae cipcriaieni*^ were crintinued for two Jnj'n 
with the same result. This inspired fresh hof)es for 
the 5ucc(«e of the expedition, and in bigU epirits thoy 
boro away for the harbor of Valentin. 

It ha^l been fur fiouie tiiDC a matter of dIacusaioDT 
where iLey should begin to lay the cable, whetler 
from tlie coast of Ireland, or in mid-oeeanT tfao two 
chips making tho junction there, and dropping it to 
the bottom of the sca» and tlien parting, one t-j the 
cast and the other to the west, till they landed their 
ends 00 the opposite shores of the Atlantic. This 
was Lhe plan mlopled tlie fulloniug year, and whii^ 
finally provc<! successful. It was the one preferred 
by tho engitiecrg now^ but the electrieians fa\Tired tho 
other course, and their connsci prevailed. It waa 
lliercfore decided fo stthintrgc Otc whak cable in a am- 
tttjnoifs Unffrani YaJrhtt't But/ to Nfw/ttunJh.nd. The 
Nia^ira was to lay the firat half from Ireland to the 
toiddlu of the Atlantic ; tho end would thoa bo joined 
to the other half ocl board the Agamemnon^ whiob 
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would tike it on to the const of Ncwrouadlfitid. 
DuiTDg the wliole procesa the four vesaels were to 
remain together and give whatever Asaistuace was 
required- While it was tclug laid doTTn, messugeB 
were tu be seat back to Valeoliii, rcjiorting each tiay'a 
progress* 

As might be supposcJ, the miifitering of euch a 
fleet of tliips, and the busy note of preparatiou which 
ha.il been heard for veek^ pnjilueed a great scnsaljoa 
in this remote part of Irolaod, The people from far 
and near, gathered on tbo hilla and looked on in bl- 
lect wonder. 

Tu aild lo the digniU' of the occasion^ thi^ Lord 
Lieuteoaut came down from Dublin to wilneaa the 
dcpartaro of tho expedition, ntlftppily this was n 
nobleman well fitt<:d to repre^eat his own country, 
nnd to eommond jiudieiice fwnn ours. The Earl 
of Carhsle — better ki^owu among us aa Lord Mor- 
peth — had trarclled in the United Stales n few years 
before, and ehown himself one of the most intelligent 
and liberal foreignera that ever visited America- No 
represcntalivo of Eagiaml could on that Jay have 
stood upon the ehorcs of IrduBd, and strel<:hed out 
his hand to bia kindred beyond the t^ca with inoro 
aasuranue that hie greeting would be warmly respond- 
ed to. And never did one spoak more jiptly worda 
of wisdom and of j^cacc, We rcJid ibcin Blill with od-_ 
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tioa f>r their l^eaulj £Lnd thoir cloqaeace, And 
itb an ioUircj^t mora luoiler but mure asidj that this 
.1 and good man — ihe Irue friend of hiA own coiin- 
and of oura — liaa gone to bia grave. Tt> quote hts 
n words is the best tribuLe to Lis mGinory, and wdl 
more thaw any eulogy we c^ti pay to keep it fivsli 
ltd ^rcen in the hearts of Americans. On liia arrival 
ut ValeDlifl, he was enleriained by the Knight of 
Ecny at one of those public hreak£ists so much in 
t^iahioQ in England, at which in response to a toast 
in li3 lionor. after innking his personal acknowledge 
^jnent^i he aiiid : 
^B "I believe, aa your worthy chairman has atrendy 
^Hinted, that I am probably th(3 Urat Lieutenant of Irs- 
^^bnd who ever appeared upon this lovely strand. At 
BHII ev^ntA, no Lord Liauteu^aL cuulJ Luvq come 
amongst you on an occasion Hkc the present. Amidst 
oil the pride and tbo stirring hopes which cluster 
■round the work of this week, wo ought sliH to re- 
rnbenhat we must sj)eak witb the inoJesty of those 
o begin and not of those who dose an eicperimcnt, 
it behooves ua to remember that the pathway to 
t achicvcmenta has frequently to ho Lcwii out 
idsl ri^ks and difKcuhica, and ihut fretiminary fail- 
ia even the law and condition of the ultimate suo- 
c«a3. [liOTid cheers-] Therclore, whatever diaappoiat- 
rvtt may possibly be in store, I must yei ioalnuate 
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to you tbptt in a cnuse like lliia it would bo crimin 
to feel discounig^ment. [CUoers.] In tbe very design 
and endeavor to eatablish the Alluclic Tcl^grapli tiian>^ 
ia almost enough of glory. It is true if it be only a 
attempt tliore would not be quite enougli of profit. 
Lope Ibat will come, tcjo ; but there is enough of pub- 
lic spirit, of love for science^ for our country, for tli6 
bumau race, almoBl to su^cc in tLcmsclvra, How- 
ever, upon this roi'ky frontlet of IreUnd, nt a\\ even 
to-day we will presume upon auccess. "We are abou 
cither by this sundown or by to-Tnorraw's dawn, to 
LLblialj a neff rnulci lal huk between tln^ Old Wurld iuid 
the New. Moral links there have been — liiikaof r, 
links of commerce, links of IHendsbip, links of 11 
lure, links of glory; but tltia, our new Jiuk, instead 
superaediiig and supplanting the old oni?s, is lo give 
]ifa and an intensity which lliey never had. before; 
[LoufJ cheers,] Highly aa 1 value the reputations of 
those who bavQ conceived, and thoee who have coa- 
liibultd lo ccirry out this bright design— nnd I wish 
that BO many of them bad not been unavoidably pro- 
rented from being amongst us at this moment* — 
highly as I estimate their reputation, jet I do no 
compliment them with the Men that they are to efla 
or dim the glory of tbiit Columbus, who, when tl 
large vcsscla in the harbor of Cork yesterday wcighod 
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Aeir anchors, did so on that very (I:iy tlu'e^^ Luadred 
Gnd aixly-dvo yeaia ago — it would havo been called 
i\\ Ilcbiew writ a year of ycai^a — aiki acL sajl upou kia 
glorious enterprise of discovery, Tliey, I aaj, will 
' not dim or e^uco his glory, bjt they arc nov giv- 
ing ibo lo^t fiai^^h and con^ummalion to his work. 
Hitherto the iubaUUnta of the two worlda bavo miao- 
cialed perhaps in the chilliQg atmosphere of diatanoe 
wilb each other— a sort of bowing dietaoce ; but now 
wo con bo band to band, grnsp to grasp, pulao to 
^Jiulsc- [Clic^jrs.] The link, wLich ia uow to connect 
^■b^ like liie liisect m the immortal couplet of ouz 

r 

And yro may feel, gentlemen of Ireland, of Eng- 
la»d, And of Amciica, that we may take our ^laad 
bcrc ujion tlie extreme r(*cky edge of our beloved 
IreUodj we may, as il werc^, leave in our rear behiad 
us die wars^ tha etTifos, aod the bloodshed of the older 
Europe, and I fear J may Bay, of the elder Asia ; and 
wo may pledge ourselves, woak as eur pgcacy may be, 
Imperfect jir* our powers mny be, inadequate ia strict 
diplomatic form as our credentials may he, jel, in the 
Dijao of the nDparallelcd circumatances, of the pincc 
tbe kouft in the unmediatc ncighborhoad of the 
rhly Tc^cls whose appearatice may be beautiful 



Whil? piqulsitoly Une, 
Fo«l« mt flieb Ibrud aad Livet ilaug the lioe. 
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upon tbe waters, even aa are the feel upon the moua- 
tiuua of these wIjo preacli the Qoapel of peace — ofl im 
horaaga due to that Eerone Bcieuce which often afiford* 
higher acd holier IcaaoDa of harmony and good will 
ih^Lii tlie wayward pofsioiia of man are ulwu^vs apt to 
learn — in the face anil in the atren^rth of such ciivum- 
fltonoes, let tia pledge ourselves to eternal peace be- 
tvfoon the Old World and the Ntw," 

While these greetings WRre eschanged on aLorc, 
onlj the stnjiller vessels of the sc[ii:idron Iia<l arrived. 
Bat in a few hours the great hulls of the Niagara and 
the Agamemnon, followed bj the Leopard and the Sua- 
^uelianua, were seen in the bcrj^on, and soon ihey all 
coat anchor in tlie bay. As tLe sun went down m tiie 
veat, ahinirg Btill on that other hemisphere which 
they were going to seek, its la£t mys fell on an expe- 
dition more euggestivo and hopefal than any &incc 
that of Columbiis from the shores of Spain, and npon 
nfivigalors not unworthy to he called hia foUowcra- 

Tho whole squadron was now assembled, aud ma^le 
quite a naval array. There were prcsEnt ia the little 
harbor of Valenlia seven ships — the st.'itely Niagara, 
vhioh vras to lay the half of the ca'bte from Ireland, 
and hor eonsortj tbo Susquehanna, riiiing by her side; 
wiiiie floiiting the flag of England, were the Agamem- 
non^ which was appointed Iii hiy the eible on the 
American side, and her cottBOit, the Leopaid. Befiidd 
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thrse high-decked abTps of war, the steamer Advice 
liad come round to give, not merely advice bvU lufity 
licJp in laadiDg the c-ablo at Valentin; and the little 
atenmer 'Willing Mind, with a zeal wortliy of her 
name, was flyiDg back and forth betweon ahip and 
shore, lending a land wherever thcro was work to be 
done; iind the Cyclops, under the experienced com- 
mand of Captain Dnymn.n, wha had made the deep-soa 
pounilingg acToea lie Atlantic only the month before, 
hero joined tbc squndrfnk to lead Iho way flcrosfl tho 
This made five English ahips, with bat two 

.meriean; biit to keep up our part, there were two 

lore slcamera on the other siJe of the eea, the Arc- 
under Lio^tcnant Bcrrymani and the Company^a 
steamer VJolona, to watch for the coming of the fleet 
off the coast of Xcwfi^undlaml^ and help in landing the 

ible on the ehores of the New World, 

It wfts DOW Tuasi3ny ereaing, the fourth ofAugiiirt, 
too late to umlert^ike the landing that night, hut pre- 
parations were at onee begun for it the next morn- 

\g. Says the correfipondent of the Liverpool Post; 
Tie shipa were visited in the course of the even- 
ing by the Directors and others interested in the great 
undertaking, and artangcmenta were immediately com- 
mence*! on board the Niag-trafor paying out the aliore 
rope for conveyance Uj ihc mainland. These arrnnge- 
mentfl were fully perrected by Wednesday morning; 
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tat for some boura tiie state of tlie weiLther rendered 
it doubtful whether operatloDa couM be safely pro- 
ceeded with. Toward the afternoon the breeze calmed 
down, and at two o'clock it waa decided that an effort 
should he madi^ to l^ad tlie cablo at once. Tlie pro- 
cess of UQcoiling into the smull boata commenced at 
balf pnst two, and the Bcene at ibia period was grand 
tLwl exciting in tlie highest degree. 

" Yalentia Ba/ waa stiadded with inniimemble small 
eraft, decked with the giyest bunting — sniall boats 
fiilled hjtlier and thither, their occupants cheering 
cnthuaioatically as the work auoccasfuIJy progressed. 
The cable boat^ were managed hy llie sailors of tho 
Niagara ami Siisquehamia, and it was a well-designed 
compliment, and indicativQ of the future JrateruizatJc^ 
of the nation?, that the shore rope was nrracgcd to bo 
presented at this side the Atlantic to tlio representative 
of the Queen, \\y the officers and men of the United 
States navy, and that at the other aide British ofHceiB 
and sailors should make a BimJlar presentation to th© 
President of the grent Republic, 

"From ihe main land the operations were watched 
vith intense interest. For eeveral boura the Lord 
Lieulcnant stood on the beach, surrounded by his stafl 
and the direciore of the railway and lelcgraph com- 
panies, waiting the arrival of iho eabli?, and when at 
length tie Amerioua oailoiE jumped through tha 



I 
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itb llie liEiwaer to wLich it vas Exttacherd, Ills Excel' 
uy waa among ibe flrst to lay bold of it and j^ull it 
lily to thfl shore. Indeed every ooe present seemed 
lUS of liaviog a liand ia ibc great work; and 
before perhaps were there so raany TvilliDg aa- 
flifitniit^ at 'Uie long pull, Lho strong pull, and the 
pull flltogpther,* 

"At bflirpa3t eevRn o'clock tho cable woe bauled 
aborc, and formed prcaontatkiu was made of it to 
the Lord Lieutenant l>y Captain Pennocic, ot tht; Wi- 
; hia Excellency expressing & hope th&t the 
k a> well bcguD would be carried to a autiBrfletory 
plctlon." 
The wire haying been secured to a Louse on tlia 
beacb, the Itcvereud Mn Biiy) of Keiiniore, advanced 
and cffiared the following prayer: 

*'0 Eternal Lord God, who alone tpreaJest out tbo 
veu*, and rulest the t^ing of Lbe sea; who bant 
oompaasod the wulera with bounds, till day and night 
oomc to an end; and whom tho winds and the sea 
obcyi look down in. mercy, we beseech thee, upon ua 
thy ajrvajiJs, who now a[>praach the thrune of grace; 
and let our prayer ascend beforo tbee with acceptance. 
Tkoii ba^t commanded and enootiiagt'd ua, in all our 
ways, to acknowledge thee, and to commit our works 
tolhee; and thon h^t gracioualy promised to direct 
patha, and to prosper our handiwork. Wo desire 




I and 
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now to look up to tbaa; and believing that without 
thy bt^lp and blessing, notlring can prosper or succeed, 
we humbler commit tliis work, niiil all who are en- 
gaged in it, to thj care and gaidmico. Let it pleaaa 
tlieo to grant to us Ibj servanta wiadom aad power, io 
complete what we liavo boon kd hy tby Providcnco to 
undertiike; that being bcgna aud carried on in tbe 
apint of prayer, and in dqiendencc upon thee^ it maj 
tend to thy glory ; and to tbo good oF all nations, by 
promotiog the increase of unity, peace, and concord, 

*^07erriile, we pray thee, every obstacle, and ro- 
movo cTory difficulty wbicli would prevent us from 
aiaccu:di[]g in tbis iniportant undertaking. Contrul 
the winda and the sea by tby Almighty power, and 
grant us such favorable wenthcr ibat wo may bo en- 
abled to Iny the Cable safely and ellbctually. And 
may tliy band of power and mercy be so ackaijvf- 
ledged by all, that tbe language of every heart may 
be, *K'ot unto ns, Lord, not unto ua, but unto tby 
namo givo glory,^ that bo tby name may be hallowed 
aod magaificd in iia and by ua. 

''Finally, we beseech thee to implant withiu ua a 
spirit of humanity and cbildliko dependeaco upon 
tbce ; and teach us to feci ds well as to sayj * If tbo 
Lord will, wc Eball do tbb or that,^ 

'^Hear ui, O Lord, and answer ua In these our 
pctiiions, accon3ing to tby preciouH promioo for Jeaua 
Chrift^fl sake, AmoD." 
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le Lonj IiteutenftTit then spoke once more — worJs 
that amid £ucli a scene and at siicb. &n hour, sank iata 
all hcarLB : 

"My ADieriean, English, and Irish frienda, I ftel at 
HUf^li n momerit n^ tliift thjit no L-uigu:i^G of mine uun 
bo becoming except that of prayor and praise. How- 
ever, It k allowable to aay bumon lips, though they 
bare not bcLni s^iecially quoliBod for the olEce, to laisd 
the ascription of 'Glorj to GoJ in iho liiglieftt; on 
eartii peaco, good-will lo roco/ That, 1 believe^ is tha 
fipirjt in which this great work Loa been undertaken ; 
aud it ia this refiection that encouragca me to feci oon- 
Qdeut bopo-s in iL"; tin^l success. I belii^ve tl]:it ths 
great work now so happily begun will accompUsh 
maay great and noblo purposes of trade, of national 
palio/t and of empire. But there is ooly one view in 
which I will prewnt it to those whom I have the 
pleasure lo addrcaa. You are nworc — you roust know, 
some of you, from your own expcrienee — that many 
of your dear friends and near relalivca have left their 
native liind to receive hospitable sWter in America. 
Woiiy thcOj I do not expect that all of ;^'ou mn uuJc^ 
etand the wondrous mochanlaca by which this great 
underiiikirki^ is to be carried on. But this, I think 
you all of you understand. If you wished to oont 
mutticato some piece of inidligencc etraighlway to 
'OUT relatives across the wide world of wateiB — if you 
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wished to toll tliosc whom you know it iTou.id intereat 
in their heart of Ijcarta, of a birth, or a marriage, or, 
alas, a death, among yon, the littla cord, which via 
hn.ve now hauled up to the shore, will impiiri iLat 
tidings qaickor than the fiaali of tho lightning. Let 
us indeed hope, let us pray thnt tbe hopes of itiose 
who have set on foot this great design, may be re- 
warded by its entire succesa; and let us hope, fur- 
ther, that this AUrtntic Coble will, in all future time, 
serve as au emblem of that elraag cord of Iotu which 
I trnat will always unite the British isinnds lo tlic 
great continent of Araerica, And you will join mo in 
my fervent wiah that the Giver of all Good, who lias 
enabled si^me ofLts servanla to discern bo much of tJie 
working of the mighty laws by which he fills the uni- 
verse, will further so bless Una wonderful work, db to 
miike it even more to serve the high pnrpcwc of the 
good of man, and tend to his great glory. And now, 
all my friends, aa there can be no project or under- 
taking which ought not to receive the approbation and 
applause of the people, will you join with me in giv- 
ing three hearty cheers for it? Pjoud cheering,] 
Three cheers are not enough for me — they are whnt 
wo give on common oceaaions — and as it id fur tho 
Buceeas of tho Atlantic Tcicgmpli Cable, I most havo 
at least one doaea cbeera. QOoud and protracted 
cheeiing.]'' 
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r. Brooking, tlic Cliairman of iLc Executive Cora- 
of tLo Atlantic Ttlcgrnpli Gompanj, tlicn ex- 
tbe t]]anks vrhicli all felt, to the LonJ LitiLi- 
rnant, for bis proaence on that oconsion. 
Then there ivcre loud calls for Mr, Field, He 
iworcJ in a few aUort sentences: 
" I have no words to express the icclings whicli fill 
ij Heart to-right — it beats with love and affection for 
'ery man, womaa nnd child who henre me. I may 
ij, bowcvcr^ that, if ever at the other side of tbo 
tiers now before ub, any one of yoa shall present 
touisolvcH at my door and say that yoit took hand or 
even by nn approving smile, in our work here 
^to-davT j"OTi shall have a true Amcncan welcome. I 
^B^not bind myself to more, and shall merely say: 
^KWLat God haa joioed together, let not man put 

^^ Thus closed this moat interestiog scene. The Lord 
^K^eutcnant was obliged to retuni at once to th& cap* 
^HftU He tlierefon^ Ief\ and posted that night to Kil- 
^Tftrney, and the next day returned by special train to 
^^ub!in, leaving the ships to complete the woik fio 
^Bftppily beguD. 

^H The landing of the cable took place on Wednesday, 

^Ttie fifth of August, near the hour of sunset As it 

was too late to proceed that evening, thestaps remained 

^ anchor till the morning. They got under weigh at 

7* 
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an earl^ hoar^ but were booh cliecked by an. accident 
vkich det!iined them another day. Before ibej liad 
goite five miles, the hcary shoro end of tbo cable 
cjiugbt ia the machioery and parted, Tlio Niagara 
piiL back, and the cable was '^uiiderrun" die wholL' 
distance. At length tbe end was lifted out of the 
water and spliced to the gigantic coil, and as it drop- 
ped safely to the bottom of the sea, the mighty ship 
begun to stir. At first bUc mcived vtij slowly, not 
more ibnn two miles an honr, to avoid the danger of 
accident ; but the fccliag tbat they are at last away is 
itself a relief. The ahipa ore all in aigbt, and so near 
that tlioy can Lear each other's bells. The Niagara^ as 
if knowing that ahe ia bound for the land outof whoea 
forests ehc came, benda her head to the waves, as her 
prow h turned toward her nutive Bhorcs. 

Slow pcisstjd the Lotirs of that day. But all went 
vrell, and the ships were moving out into the broad 
AllantJCp At length the sun went down in liie west, 
Qnd stara came out on the fiLcc of the deep. But no 
man slept A thousand eyes were watchiug a gniat 
experiment aa those who have a personal interest in 
the isflue. All through that night, and through the 
anxious days and nights that folJowccEf there was a 
feeling iu every soul on board, as if a friend in the 
cabin were at the turning-point of life or death, arid 
tlioy were watching beside him. There was a strange^ 




mSTORY OF THK ATLAimO TEXEOfUPE. 155 

mnatural ailenco iu tbe ebip. Men fmccd tbd deck 

with ad\ and mufEed tread, speaking only in whiaporB, 

if a loud voiuo or m henvy rootfall miglit simp the 

viml clori So much had they grown to feel for the 

■^nterpriac, that the cMq sci^irLcd lo ihcm Uko n hu- 

^Hian civalare, oil whose fate tLicy hung, as if it wore io 

^Bedde thdr own destiny. 

^B There ard ecme who will never forget that first 
^Tiight at sea. Perhaps the roaclion from the excite- 
lont on aiicrrc made the iiaprea:jiQa tbc deeper, Whal^ 
ige thoughts came to them aa they stood oa the 
and walched that mysterious chord disappea-ring 
the darkaeag, and gliding to iu ocean bed I There 
certain momcaL:! in Ilf^ when t;veiy thiiLg comes 
npoa us, when tho event* of years seem crowded 
ito &n hour. What memories came up in those long 
nigljt hours! llow maoy oo boanl that sliip thought- 
irhornj'-fl heyoud the sea, of absent odi^^ of tho distant 
id the deadl Such thougbts^ mingliog with those 
by the scene around^ added to the eolem- 
Ity of the hour, and left an impression which am 
lever Iw forgotlen. 
But with the work in hand all is going on won, 
lere are vi^aut eyes oa deck. Mr, Bright, the en 
Rinocr of the Company, is there, and Mr Everett, Mr* 
De Sauiy, the elcetrician, and Profeasor iforse. The 
machinery doea Its work, and though it 
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makes a constant rumble in the ehip, tbat dujl, hcavjr 
aound ifl music to their eara, 02 it telU tliem tLat all ia 
welL If one ebould drop to fdeep, and wake up at 
night, he Iiaa only to hear the sound of '* the old coffee- 
milV and Lis fears are relieved, aod he goes to flleep 
agaiu- 

Saturday was a day of beautiful weather, TI1& 
abips were getting faj'thcr away from land, and began 
to steam iLherid at Uie r;»te of ibur and fivu miles 
aa hour. The cable was paid oat at a speed a little 
fkstCT than that of tbc ship, to alCow for auy inequali- 
ties of surface oa the hoLtom of the sea. Wbile it was 
thus going overboard, conimuiacation waa kept up 
ConstiElly with tbe land. Every moment the current 
was passing between ship and shore. The communi- 
cation was as perfect aa between Liverpool aad Lon- 
don, or Boston anil Xew-York. Not only did llie tlec- 
trioiana telegraph baek to Talentia the progresa tbej 
\rcre making, bab the officers on board sent meaaagea 
to their friends m America, to go out by tbe steamers 
&0D1 Liverpool, The heavens seemed tD smile on 
tlicm that day. The coils camo up from below the 
deck without a kink, and uawindLng themselves easily, 
pas9&d over the etcra into the sea. Once or twice an 
alarm was created by ihi? t*abh' being tUriwn off tlio 

wheels> Thi3 n-v- '^ '^1- -'i" ' 'f. Wm^ 

EOOilKb aiE' IaI with 
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r, iffLioh hardcEicd ia tLc air. This waa a great de- 
fect of ihe macLiner/ vrbicli was remedied iu tlie later 
expeditioaa Still iL worked well, and so long us tliose 
terrible brakes kept off their iroo'gnpe, it might work 
lUrough to tbe end- 
All duy Suudaj tlic same iliToring fcrtiine con- 
iniiedj and wbea the ofBcera, who could be epared 
m tbe deck, met la the cabins and Captain Hudson 
lie scivicc, it waa willi aubdutd voicea and grate- 
\ hoarla they responded to tbe prayers to Him who 
readeib out the beaveusj aod ruletb the racing of 

BCD. 

Oil Monday they were over tv^o hundred miles lo 
Tbey had got far bejoud the sballow waLera oif 
c coast. Tbey had passed over tbe Bubmariiio 
aataiu which figures on the cbarts of Dayman and 
eriymaD^ and whore Mr. Bright'* log gives a tli^seent 
from five hundred and fifty lo seventeen hundred and 
\y futboma within cigbt mileal Tbcn tbey came to 
e deeper waters of the Atlantic* where the cable 
k lo the awful depth of two thousand fathoma, 
till the iron cord buried itself in the wavea, and 
every instant tlie flash of light in the darkened tolo- 
gULph room told of the paasage of tbe electric current 
But Monday eveaing, about oine o'clock, occurred 
mvfitorious intemiplionT wbicli Binggered all on 
SaddcQJy the electrical conlJniuty woa lost 




15S nisroHT of the atlahtic telegraph. 



Tlie oablo was not broken, but it ceased to work, 
Horc wna a mystery. Do Sauty tried it> aud Profcfisor 
Uorse tried it. But neither coulil make it work, It 
eeemed tliJit all was over. The electric inns gave it up, 
and the eogineers were preparing to cut the cable, an<? 
to endeavor to wind it in, when Buddenly the dectncit^ 
caiM hack a^m. This made tUo mjHtcrj greater than 
ever. It had l)een interrupted for two hcura and n 
liEd£ Tbid was a phenomenon wlucb has never been 
explained. Professor Morse wa^ of opinion that the 
cable, Lu getting off tlie wlieels, bad been strained ao 
na to open the gutta-fiercha^ and thus destroy the irn 
eulation. If this be the true expkuation, it would 
Bccm that on reaching tbc bottom the Bcam had closed, 
and thus the continuity had been restored. But it 
was certainly an untoward incident, which "cast 
ominous conjecture on the whole succceh,'' as it seem- 
ed lo indicate that there wcro at the bottom of the sea 
causes whiub were wholly unknown and agjiuat wbieb 
it was imposBible to provide. 

The return of the current was like life &om the 
dead. Says Mullaly : ^^ The gla,d news wa^ soon cir- 
culated tkroughout tlie ghip, and all felt as if they had 
been imbued with a new life, A rough, weather- 
b&aten old sailor, who bad aaaistcd id coiling raauy a 
long mile of it on board the Niagara, and who was 
among tbc first to run to the telegraph ofEco to have 
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le news confirmed, said he would have given fifty 
Inra out of liis pttj to have saved that cabk. * 1 
invc watcbcd nenrly every mile of it/ be addcd^ * n^ it 
it over iLe side^ and I would have givcu fill/ dol- 
lars, p'wr n man as I am, to Lave saved iJ, allhough I 
lon't oxpeci to loake any thing by it when it is Idd 
down.* In hia own Euaple way he expressed the feel- 
^gB of every one on bojird^ for all are as much iuter- 
ia tlie siicce&s of the enterprise as the Lirgest 
ireholdcr ia the Company. They talked of the 
iblo oa tljcj would of a pet child, and never was 
kild treated with deeper aolieitudo than that with 
pbicL ibc cable la watched by them. You could see 
the teara standing in the eyes of some us they almost 
iod for joy^ and told tteir messmates tbat it was all 
ight."' It waa indeed a great relief; and though fltill 
anxioiuf, after watoliihg till past midnight, a few crept 

Rtbeir oouches, to snatch an hour or two of broken 
jcp. But before tho morning broke, the liopcs thus 
vived were again and finally destroyed- 
It seems that tLe c:ib]u wan running out freely at 
Id ralo of six nulos an bourj while the ship was a<b 
T&Dcing but about fgnr. This was supposed to be 
owing to a povrerful under-current. To chcol; ihia 
watte, the engineer nppHe*! the brakea firmlyj which 
at once stopped the machine. The effect was to bring 
a beary strain on the cable that was ta the waton 



^ 

^e1 



160 niSTORT OF THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPIL 



The Htero of tlie sbip was down Jn the trough of the 
sea, and as it rose upward on ttie swell, tlie pressure 
"wm too great, and the (^abio parted. 

IitsUDlIy ran though the ahip a ay of grief and 
disniny> She was stopjHfd In her ooward jj^ith, jiTid iti 
0, few minutes all gathered on deck with feclioga 
irbich raay bo imagined. Ona who was preseii' 
wrote ; ^* The unbidden toir started to manj a niaal^T' 
eye> The interest tiiken in the enterprise hy all, 
every one, officers and mea, exceeded any ihiug I 
ever saw* and there is no wonder that there ehoulJ 
havG been bo much emotion at our failure-" Captain 
Hudson says: '*It made nil harids of us through the 
day like a household or family which had loEt their 
dearest friend, for ofQccrs and men had been deeply 
interested in the aucecsa of the enterprise." 

There vioa Dothing lef\ hut to lelurn to EnglLiJid. 
The courKe decidetl upon, is thus elati?J in a jirivate 
letter of Mr. Field, which, though iateoded only for 
hia family, may be interesting to others : 



I 



'■E- U. Sti*vkte LEOTAftO, Thwwlqy, k 
Augudb ]S, 1857, f 



^'Thc successful laying down of the Allantio Tol- 
egraph Cable ia }iut off ibr a short time, but its finnl 
triumph has been fully proved, by tbe experience thai 
we have h&d sinec wo lelt Yaleatia. My qouMghoq 
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never ao strong os at ibe pria^rit time, and I feel 
% that witli God's blessing, we Bball conDcct En- 
tpe and America with the electric cord. 
"After having sua^Msfully kiJ — jind pirt of the 
le "nhile a heavy sea was running — three hundred 
thirty five miles of the cablo, and over cue hun- 
niilc9 of it in water more thaa two milea \u 
deptbj ilie brakes wei^e applied more firmly, by order 
ct Mr, Brighl, the engineer, to prevent the cable from 
tng out 30 faat, and it parted, 

" I retired to mystate-room at a little after midiiight 
[ondnr, all going on well, aed at a quarter before 
rap o'cloelc on Tuesday morning, the eluvenlh in- 
ml, I wae awoke from my sleep by tlie cry of Stop 
ir, back her! and iu a moment Mr. Brighl was in my 
>ni, with the aad inteihgence that the cable was bro- 
In as sbort a time aa possible I was dressed, 
I on deck ; and Captain Hudson cl onco signaled 
LO other sleamera that the eable had parted^ and in a 
iw moments Ciii>tain TVainwriglit, of the Leopard, 
id Captiin Sand'*, of the Susquehanna^ were on 
ird of the Niagara, 

" I requested Uaptnin Wainirright, the Commander 
the Eiigllah Telegraph Fleet, to order the Aga/nem- 
^lon to remain with the Niagara nml Susquehanna, in 
lis deep pan of tlie Atlantic for a few daya, to try 
cxpcrimenU whicb will be of great toIuq to 
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UB, and tbcii sail wiLli thcni bftck lo Kii^lani], and all 
Trait nt Plymouth until firtiier orders, I further re- 
(^uQsted Cuptam WftinwrigLt to order the Oydopa to 
sound liero wljere tJm caLle parted, and iLeu fiteam 
back to VftleulJa^ wiLh lettera from mo to Dr White- 
Kouae^ and Mr. Sawoid, tbc Seoretarj of the? Atlantic 
Telegraph Cotajiiaiiy; and that be should take me in 
the Leopard as soon aa jiossible to PorLamouLh- 

"All of my requoals were cheerfully complin with, 
Dtid in a few houra tbe Cyclops bad souudedj and 
fouod the bottom at two thousand fjithoma, aud was 
on her way Luck to Vjilfiitia with lettera from ma; 
the Niagara and tbe AgimemnoTi were connected to- 
getLcr by the cable, nod engaged in trying experi- 
ments ; the Susquehanna in altendancoi and tbc Leo- 

pardj witK yonr affecLionate on board, on her 

way baet to England, 

"In my letter to Dr. WhitebouBe I requested hioi 
to telegraph to London, and have a special aicoting of 
the Directors ea,lled for twelve o'clock on Saturday, to 
decide whether we would have mores cable made at 
once, and try again this eootson, or wait until next 
year, 

''I shall close this letter on bo:irJ, so os lo have it 
Feody to mail the moment we arrive at Purt^inoutb, 
fts I wish to leave by tbo very ne;tt train for London, 
BO as lo be there in time to meet the Directors Satui"- 



msroRT or the atlai^tio t&leorjlfq. 163 



dny noon, and road them my report, whicU I am busy 
maliing up. 

'^ Uo not llkink that I lecl discouraged, or am ie low 
npirils, for I am not; and I thiok I can seo how this 
at^cident vill be of great advantage to the Attaoitc 
Tclegrnpli Company, 

"AJI iljo officcra and men oo board of tlio Tel- 
^rapli Fleet^ aeem to take tbe grcab^t inLerest Li our 
enterpHse, and ar^ very desirous to go out la the iliJpA. 
the next time. 

^' Since my arrival, I Lave received tlio greatest 
kiodn^fia and aLlifJifiun from nil wlioui I have met^ 
from tUe Lord LieutoDant of Iroland, down to tW 
cabin-boys aJid sailors. The inclosed letter from Mu 
KnigUt of Kj&nf, I received wllb a basket of hot-» 
house fruit, just as we were getting ready la leave 

Valcclia harbor. Your 

" Cyrus \V. Fiei,d." 

The doy that this was written, Mr, Field landed at, 
Portsniouth, and at once hastened to Loudoa to meet 
the Directors. At first it was a qucation if they should 
renew the exjxjJiUon tills year. Dnl their brief eape- 
riencc had shown tl»G upeil of more ample preparatiijas 
for their next tittcmpL They required six hundred 
miles moro of cable to make up for over three bao 
drrd lost in the s^ and u> provide a ^^nrphia sc as to 
ruD 00 rifik of falling abort from other acclilen^ ; and 
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especiallj tliej needed better macliiiicry to 
tlie c;A>Ic into tlie oi;oan. Tliese pfepnnitijns recjuir- 
ed time, and before tUey could be made, itivonld bo 
late in the nutumn. llcncc tbcy rcluctantlj decided 
to defer the expcditioa till anotlicr year* Tbc Niagara 
and llje Agamemnon Iberefare discharged their cable 
at P]jmoath| ^ffheaee the N"iagara returned home^ 
and Mr. Field, afier remaining a fevr iveoka in Loft- 
don to complcki the preparatlona for ibe next ycftr, 
sailed fjr Aiiieriea, 

lie returned to £Eid that a commercial burricane 
hod swept over the country, ia wbieL a thousand 
stately fortunes had gone down, and in which tbc 
wealth he had n<;cuniulated by years of tuil hsid near- 
ly Buffered fihipwreck. Such were the tidiags that 
met him on landing. It had been a year of dJaap- 
|K>iDtnicDt3 lit Euglaud ^nud Amenca — of disasters oa 
land and sea. — and all his high hopes were 
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OUAPTEB IX. 



Gk?(k>ul Uakaou ar Tni CaurxHT. Ui. Kv-unjirr a^d toi Pat- 

Mtf-O^-T UA<.lLlJtI. Tntl VjtL01lOlJBTACE5riU TLACV OF Tq£ SOS^CK* 
LAKNA. Tilft SliL-iniLU:* ISEMBLK AT pLTKOCfll. TbEY OCl TO Hit, 

TfiMt ID. JEkAvv Ifi^LK. Tub Ai^jlHeuiov ih D^ifaitn or ikiho 
?0C9DEUi>. Tqe Cable Lost Tiikcs Tm^. Tui Suipri Retchm 

^SGtiAftD. 1IkeTTK4J U- toe DiuKCTOU. SOaLL TllET JCAm«H 

rv PnoJEcrr ? O^B MunE Tuul. 

AltitovGii Llie Expedition of 1S57 really advuncod 
ic project of nn Atliiutic Tclegrapli — since it was an 
ipcnincnt on a grand scale, and tiugbt iiuiuy lesaana 
iioh CQuld ooly be learnod by experiment — atill tbe 
;t was to weaken public couEdcnce. Ritberto tlie 
Ltejprlse bnil bt^eii accepted by tbe peoplt! of Eng- 
id and of America— almost wilbout conaidcring its 
litude and difficulty. They bad Ukea it lor 
LQted OS a tbiiig wbieb mu^t some day be oocom- 
lisbcd by humaa skill and perL^vcranco. TLi^ can* 
lencc led tbem to embark tbcir means ia it But 
low it luid bijen tried and frilled Tliis first expedi- 
opeti^ tbdr eyes to tbe rastQcss of lie unJcrtak- 
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iiig, aaO led mo^nj to doubt who did not doubt before 
This dcclino of popular faith was felt as soon as 
they begap to coll ht more munej. Peojile reasoned 
that if the former atietnpt was but aa experiment, it 
waa ratber a coacly one. The loea of Ibroe Lundred 
aud thirty-Svc miles of cable, with the postponement 
of the expeJition to aauther 3'^ear, WJia ef^iaivnk^Qt to 
a loss of a buTidrod tUoasand pounds. To make thifl 
good, the Directors bad to enlarge tbc capild. of tli« 
Company, This new capital waa Dot eo readily ol> 
tained- TboiiW who hjid stibaei'lbed before, thought 
they had lost enough ; and the public stood aloof till 
they could quo the result of the next "cxporimcnti" 
The projectors found that it was eaay to go with the 
ctjrreut of popular enthusiasfn, but very haul to stem a 
growing popular dlatnist. They found bow groat an 
eletueut of aacccss iu all publia cnt^irpriscs is public 
Goufiiienoe. 

But against thia very revulsion of feeling they had 
been ali'eii.ly witrneJ, The E:irl of Carlisle the jear 
before bad eautioned ihem against being too saDguine 
of immediate results, and reminded them that ^^prelim- 
inary failure wj^ even the law and condition of ulti< 
mate success/' There were many who now remeiiiber* 
ed bia words, and on whom the les3on was not losL 

Bat whatever the dcprcaeion at the fflilura of the 
first attempt to lay a telegraph ocroffi the ocoan, aad 
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iTie thict'coming disasiera on land and se.^, it did 

jt interfere with renewed and vigorous efibrts to prft- 

for a second expedition. Tbe Diroctora gave or- 

for the Tnanufacture of seven hundred miles of 

cnble, to mfike up for the lo^ of the previous 

r, and to provide a surplus against all cotitangen- 

ics- And the Government promised again its pow* 

InAmoricD, Mr. Field went onto Wnfiliiiigton to ask 

jcond time tiic nae of the ships, whkh bnd already 

ir«flented the country so well. !!<-' niiiila also a 

■ijil rtfjueat ttr ibe services of Mr. William K 

irclt. This gentlemsin had been the Chief-En- 

leer of the Niagara the year telorc. He had 

ratched closely the p^ijing-oiit machine, oa it was 

It logether on the deck, and wiili the pye of a pnW' 

mechanic, he saw that it croold never do. It 

too ciimbroufl^ bad too many wheels, and especial- 

Its brakes shut down with n. giipp that woulJ snap 

strongest chain cable, Mr. Field saw that this 

the mnn to remedy the defects of the old machinef 

id to make one that would work more smoothly. 

[ft therefore Jipplied ea|)ecuilly iljr his services. To 

the credit of the administration, it granted bolli re* 

quieatA in tbe most baadaome manner. ■'There," eaid 

1h« Sccrciary nf the Navy, handing Mr. Field the offi- 

"■ "'•TO irivcn you alt you asked." 
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After such an cuswer he did not wait long. The 
letter Is dated llie tlilrtielU of BeceuLbcr, and ia ju^t 
one week, on tbs sixth of January, Le sailed in the 
Persia for England with Mr. Everett, Scarcely Lad 
he arrived in LondoH before Uo was mado ibc General 
Mfloager of llio Company, with oontrul of the entire 
£taff, incliidirg electricians and en^n^rs. The fol- 
lowing extract from the minutes of tlic Board of Di- 
rcctora, dated January 27, 1S53, cxplnins the new 
position lo wliich lie wna Invited : 

^Thc Ditcctore liaving for several moLths ftlt that 
it would greatly advance the interests of thla Cllte^ 
prise, if ^[^- Cynia W. Field, of N"ew-Tork^ conlil be 
induced to come over to England, for the purpose of 
undertaking the general management and aupoivision 
of all the various arrangeraenta that would be required 
to be carried out before the sailing of the next expedi- 
tion ; application was made to Mr, Fields with the view 
cf securing hia consent to the proposal^ and ho arrived 
in this country on the siJileenth instant, when h was, 
nseenained that ho would be willing, if unaniaioiisly 
desired by Ihu Dirootors, to act in behalf of tho Com- 
pany us proposed; and Mr. Field having retired, it was 
unauiruously resolved to tender him, in reapeot tn 
Buc:h services, tho sum of £10U0 over and above hia 
travelling and other expenses^ na remuneration," 

This resolution was at once commaoicated to Mr, 
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irlt)^ who replied lUat he would undertake tbe dutica 

£ General Manager, bat declined tbc ofl"(?r of £10CK)p 

fr^rcrring to give lie strvicea lo Ibc Company without 

r^y oompoiiaalion. Wbcronpoa tlie Directora imme- 

ItCLt^ly piLssed another reaol ulion : 

J **That Mr. Field's kind and generous offer be &c- 

r'^l7t'^d by this Board ; and lliaL lljcir best thanks are 

b*JMvby imidered to liim Tor his devoiion lo tbe inter- 

ta of ih\» nnderlaking,"' 

Tbe following, passed a few weeks later, on the 
^ ^^cMty-aiit.li of Marcli, was (Ii'signed lo einpliasize the 
|Jt%ailiontygivcaoverall lUo employi^sofilie Company t 
I '* Jiesolvt'ff, Thut Mr. Cyrus W. Field, General Man- 
■l-ger of the Company, h* hereby authorized and em- 
J^owered to give snch directions and orders to the offl- 
F Cora conaposing the etaff of tbc Company, as he nay 

»l>o[u Ume to time deem necessary and expedient ?rilh 
regard to all matters connected with the business pro- 
C«edingft of the Company, subject to the control of the 
Dircctota 

" J^f^oed, That ihc staff of the Company bo noU- 
iled hcreol^ and required to observe and follow socb 
directions as may bo issued by the General Manager,*' 
As Mr Fk4d was thus invested with the entire 
diarge of the preparations for the next expedition, ho 
waa nnade responsible fir it, and felt it due alike to 
bimself and to tie Company to omit no ineaos to in- 
6 
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sura Buccess. It was iTierefore Lia dutj tti examina 
into GvQry detail. The mrmufacture of tlia utiw cable 
waa already uodcr waji and there vraa no opjjortu- 
miy to mnke atij cliange in its consLruotiou, even if 
any bad been desired But there waa aaotber matter 
which was quite aa important to success — the cocsti-uc- 
tionof tbo pnj in g'out machines. This lad been tlio 
great defect of the previous year, and, vhile it cofi- 
liimed, would render auccpsa almost impoa^ible. N"o 
mntlt't how many huadrods or tliouancdj* of milcfl of 
cable might be made, if the machinery was not fitted 
to pay it out into the sea, it would be consLanlly 
broken. To remedy these defects wa^ an object of 
ausioiw solicitude, and to this tlie new manager gave 
bia first atleulion» Hardly was he in London beroro 
Mr. Everett waa inalallcd at the large machine worka 
of Ejiston and. Amtjs, in South wart, where, surroundi^d 
by plana aad models, he devoted himself for three 
inouths to studying out a bctlcr invention for this 
most Important work. At ihe end of Lliat time he had 

j a model completej and invited a number of the nujst 

' eminent engineers of London to witness its operation. 
Among these were Mr, Brunei, and Measra, Lloydt 

j Peiia, aui Field, who had given the enierprise the 
benefit of their eoimsel for monlha, refusing all com- 

' pensatioa; Mr. Ghnrlefl Th Bright, the engineer of the 
Ootnpany, and hia two asaistaotd, Mr. Canning and Mr 
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Clifford, and Mr. Hollamliee, Cbief-Engineer of tlie 
Wiaf^aro, the fiilaoa wLicL Mr. Everett Lad occupied 
Ihc year before, Tbe raacliine was act in motioo, and 
all flaw ita operation, wbile Mr. Everett explained its 
pjirts, nnd l!ie diffifsulties whicli bo Lad tried to over- 
coma It wn9 obvious at a glance Lbcit it \vas an im- 
monso iraprovcmcnt on tLnt of tLc former year. It 
wn5 mucli srauller and ligbtcr. It woulJ take up only 
al<out one tbinl ns mncli room on the deeV, and luid 
only one f jurtli the weiglit of the old macbinc. Ite 
construction was much more simple. Instead of four 
!«yiY,y wbt'ds, tL luid bul two, and these won? m:jde to 
repolvo wilh ease, and williout dungiir of suddeu 
check, hy the application of what were known as Bclf- 
rclcasing bmkca. ThcM were tbe iiivention of Mr. 
A^ipiild, of Liiiidon, a gcntlemnn of fortiin*', bnt with 
a strong taste for mechaoioa, wbich 1<h1 him to B|KJiid 
his time and wedih m exorcising \m mccbnnical in^c 
nuily. Tlicse bnikcs wers so adjusted as to bear only 
a certain filming wben they rtleosed themHelvea. ThU 
ingeoioiM contrivanoc wns nppli(?d by Mr. Everett to 
llic pnyiug-out mncbinoryH Tlic slrcngtb of the cable 
wna such that it would not bi'cak e^copt under a pres- 
iure of a little over three tonja, Tlie rnflcbinerv was 
BO ndjnatcd that not morr Ihjin b:jlf that strain could 
posaibly come upon the cable, when the brakes would 
rtlox their grasp, ihe wheels revolve easily, and the 
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cable rua out into the aca "at ii£ owa dweet will.*^ 
The pnying-out influUbe, ttereforej we me far frcm 
claiming as vhollj an American invention, TbU part 
of' tbe nieclifltiiam wns Ecglish. The merit of ilr 
Everett lay ia the skill witli wliicli he adapted it to the 
layiDg of l,Iie AUflulic cable, and in his great improve- 
ments of other parts of tbe macliinery. The whole 
CQCBlruction, as it alUrwards stood upon ihc decks of 
the Niagara and the AgamemDon^ was the combined 
product of Eugliali and American mveLilioo- The 
en;fineens, who now s^w it for the ilrst time, were de- 
li^iited. It Bccmed to liave the intelligence of a hu- 
man beingi to know when to bolj on, and wben to let 
go. Ail folt that the great diffleull.y in Inj'irg the 
eable was removed, and that under ttis gentle mani- 
puluiion it would glide easily and emoothly from the 
ship into the sea. 

While these preparations wpra going on In Loiidorj 
the Nia^ra, which did not leave New-Tork tilt llie 
ninth of Marcli, arrived at Plymouth^ under command 
of Caplaiu ETuJsDn, to litke on board her share of tha 
cable. Both sLips had discliarged their burden at 
Keyhum Docksp where the precious freight was pas9ed 
through a composition of Ur and piLcli and huseed- 
(lU and bctswaxj to preserve it from injury, and then 
had been coiled under cover to be kept safL'ly through 
Lbe winter. The Agamemnon was alpcadyatPlymoutb, 
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bavLTig been designated by ibo Atlmirahy Again !o tnke 
part in the work^lhougli under a new cominaiidtTi 
Cnplain George '^V". Prccd/, o. vltj excellent officer. 
^The place of llie Leopnrd wm L-xken by ibo Gurgon^ 
UiidiT commaQd of Caplain Dayman, who liad niijdt 
tbc decp-sca soundings in tbc Cyulops ihe year l>efor«. 
Wliile tha Epgliah Government wns thus prompt in 
ftiruishing its shlpf news arrived from A[iieric';L tlial 
tbe Company could not have jxgam the iLasiataico of 
tbe Susquebaana, which Lad accompanied fho NIaguwt 
the jear before. She was in the Wcat'Indie.^, and tlio 
yellow fever had broken out on board. What sbonld 
he done ? It wd3 luiti to apply ugaici to tbo Americ^aii 
Government, and it was Juubtful wbat wuuld be the 
reault of tbe applicalion. This threatened some em* 
barrassincnt. Mr. Field resolved the di^oalty in a 
way which abDwed bisconSdcnce in the great and gcii. 
erous Governiiient on tbe olber side of dm w.iter, with 
which he had occasion so often to deal. Without wtui" 
ing for the ootion of the Company, he culled a cab, 
and drove straigbt to the Admiralty, and sent in bia 
[Card to Sir Jubu Pukiugton, iben first Lord of tha 
Adrairally. This gentleman, like Wis prcdecesaor, Sir 
OhsirL** Wooil, had sbown li*o most friendly inlcrest 
in Ibo Atlaatic Telegraph, and given it bis warmest 
>[j|>purt- Mr. Field waa received ai once, and began 
'Ui tme American eogemesa: ^'I am t^bamed to 
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oome to you, after what tbe English Government taa 
done Tor the Atlantic Telegraph, But hero U our raise. 
We are di^nppoinU'd in the SusqiiebanDi. Slio is in 
tlie W<^l-ludieB, with tlio yellow lever on bocrd. She 
cannot come to England to take part in tho ex^jwii- 
tion. Can you lio any tiling for us?" Sir Johu re- 
plied that the Government had not ships enough for 
Its own use ; that it was at that very momoDt charter- 
ifl^ vesscla to take troops to Malta — " but Le would see 
what heuould Jo." In an boiuror two he gent word lo 
tUe ofliee of the Company, that Her Msjeaty's ship 
Valorou,'? — commnnded by Captaia W. C, Aldham, iin 
ofSccr of great experience — had been ordered to lato 
the plaoe of tlie Susquehanna in the next expedition. 
We mention this little iocidentj not £0 naucli to illuff- 
irale Mr, Field's prompt and quick manner of decid- 
ing and acting, as to show the noble and gcncroua 
sjnrit in which the English Government responded to 
every appeal. 

The resbippingof Ihecablo at Pl^'mouth ooonpiod 
the whale mo[]lh of April and part of May, Some 
ehangea were made in the mode adopted, it boiu^ 
coiled around large cones. The work was done as 
Ix'Cme, by a. hundrctl and aJsty men dctiiiled for th 
purpoge, of whom one fonrtli were the workjni.in of 
Ibe Company, and the rosl sailors who had voUmU'erud 
for the duly. Tbese were divid^^d into gaiig» of fortyj 
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tbat rclievoU eacli cllier, by which the work wont on 

llay and aight^ In this way they coiled about thirty 

fenilea ill the Iweoty-four hours. Owing to the iii- 

JcvcaBcd length ofcablc, and the greater care in ctjUfng, 

fix look a loDgcr lirae Ihao the year before. Tbe whole 

1 >vas completed iibouc tlje middle of May. Theiv vtha 

Ithna ill all, on board the two ^hips, il little over three 

thoosaod miles. ThiB Jacladed, besides £cvcn bua^ 

drc*I miles of dgw eablo, thirty-nine milea of that lost 

Ibc yt-ar before, which bad beea rccovertd bj the 

comjiany, and a few miles of condemned cable from 

Greenwich, which wjia put on board for experimenU. 

Tbc shipment being thuscoraplete, and Ibc payiiig-out 

machines in posidoQj the shij).^ were ready to ninke a 

trial trip, preparatory to their finsil departure 

For this purpose tbc telegraphic squadron sailed 
from Plvinouth on Saturday, the twenty-ninth of May, 
and bore southward two or three bundred miles, till 
th© green color of tbe sea changing to a deep blue, 
showed that they had reached the great depths of the 
cHoan. They were now in the waters of the Buy of 
BitcJiyj where theBOUudings wcro over twenty-five hun- 
dred fathoms, llerctljC Niagnraaml the Agamcmnoii 
were hung together by a bawKrr, hr.'ing about a quar- 
ter of a mitc! apart Tbt^n the enhle voa passcfl from 
lo the other^ and a series of experiiuenia bcji^an, 
> test both Ibc strength of tiic cable aad the 
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working of tbe niiioliiner/. Two miles of tLe c&blo 
were paM out, wUeo it parted. This would bave 
seemed n bad E^rgn^ had it bGGu any other part cf the 
cable than that which was known to be imperfect and 
hmi long ^iice been condetnued. The next day three 
mile* were p:iid out. This, too, was broken, but only 
when they tried to haul it in, and under a prcsBure of 
several tons. 

Other ex|>erimenU were tried, sut;h as splicing ilio 
cable, and lo\veriug it to the bottom of the sea — an 
operation which it vraa thouglit might be critical in 
mid-ocean, but wliich was performed without difficulty 
— and nianing out the cable at a rapid rate, when the 
Bpeed of the flhip was increased to seven knots, witboui 
causing tbe cable to break, or eveia to kiuk. On the 
whole, the result of the trip was regarded as satisCiC' 
lory. The paying-out machine of iCr. Everett worked 
well, and the electric coDtinuity through the whole 
cable WflB perfect After theao e^cpehments tho squad- 
ron returned to Plymouth, 

Two days after, Saturday, the fiHh of June, it was 
the forCiiDC of the writer to arrive in Plymouth, and to 
witness tlic final prcparalJona for the dcparluro of the 
expeditjon. It was hh privUugi; to allend diviue scr- 
Tice on board the Niagara the last Sabliatli before she 
■uled. Never ean he forgot that day, 

*niD LriJul (it llic eirlli uid itcj. 
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Tlie Bqjiadron lay nil tt^ther ia Pljrmoi^th Sound 
Looking at tlio3e great sliipa, taroed from their office 
of war to bo mc^scngois of peace aud goC)d-willj tbey 
soemed truly '^beautiful upon the Wdtera aa arc the 
fet't upon tbemoimLiiii3^l' tliose wliOpuUiaU tbe goap^^I 
of peace/'" 

Among tli(^ matleni of personal solicitude and anx- 
iety at this lime — ccxt to the success of the expedi- 
tion — W1L9 Mr, Fii'M himsf'lf IIo was working with 
&n activity which was untiiitural — which could oiUy 
be kept up by great exciteinent, and which inrolvetl 
'^6 moet aerioo-s danger. The stEuin on the in:in was 
more ihnn the strain on tlie cable, sind we were in ft'Ar 
that Ijolh would break together. Olkn ho hftd do 
^cep, except sucli ls Le caiigLt flying on the railway. 
Indued, when we remoastraled, be satd he could reat 
better then? than anywhero else, for then he was not 
tonncnlcd wJlh the thought of any thing undone. 
For tlic titne being Le could do no more; and Lben 
pulling hU head in the cushioned corner of the car- 
ridge, he got an hour or two of broken sleep. 

Of this activity wo had an iuataiico wUili? in Ply- 
mouth. The ships were tlitn lyiug in the Sounds ordy 
waithig orders from the Admimlty to go to fiea ; but 
fiOnio business required one of the Directors to go to 
Paris, aud as usual, it fell upon him. He lefl en Suu- 

* Sp««ob of Hid Evrl or Cvliilv al TdcaU* lb* jear befon. 
6* 
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dtij nigttt and wi?i]t Lo Bristol, aud tLoncc, by the first 
morning trainj to London, Mondiiy he was busy all 
day, and th-it night went to Puris- Tuceiiay, anotljeP 
buay day, and tbal nJi^ht back to Loodoti. AVcdnca- 
day, oct^upfeil every minute till the dep.irture of the 
GreEil Weai^m train. Thai niglit batJc to Plymouth- 
ThuTfiday morniog on board the Niagara, and imme- 
diately the fl^^uadron sailed. 

It was iLe [erilh day of June that the eipfdition left 
England, wilh fair skies and bright prospects, la 
truth, it ims ft gallant Bight, ns thcso four ships etood 
out to sea together — these old compauiona, tbc Ni- 
agara and the Aganiennior], leailing the way, followed 
by their new attendants, the Yalorous and the Gor- 
gon, ^cvcr did a voyage bcgia with better omcna. 
The day was one of the miMeat of Juue, and these* 
so sIiUt that one conld scarcely pereeivej hy the mo- 
tion of the ship, when ihoy pass^id beyond the break- 
water off I'lyraoutb harbor into tbc channel, or inti> 
the open sea. At ingiit, it was ahnost a dead calm.; 
Tbc second dsiy was like the first. There was scaree-'. 
ly wind euough to swell the sails. The etips wore 
all in Bight, and aa they kept umler easy steam, ihoy 
aeciued bound on a voyage of pleasure, gliding orera 
aummur eea to certain auccesa. 

It had hwn EUpposed that the expedition of this 
ycnr woulJ have a great udvaiLtigc over the last, from 
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willn;* two montlis cnrlicr. tit what svas considered a 
.muTM tivorabia season. So said all tiie wisu men of 
Ben. Tbi>y bad givea their opinion ibat June 
ibe best month for crossing the Atlantic, Then 
loy were almost sure of fair woatticr. Tlic first tbreo 
lys of llic Toyiigc cohfiTQieJ these predictions, and 
ley who had made thcnij being found true prophels, 
look their heads with great satistactioD. 
But ola^ I for tbo vanity of human expectations, or 
»r those who pul trust in the '* treacherous sea," On 
iday it began to blow. The barometer fell, and all 
js indicated to tho cyo of u aoanian rough weather, 
this time IIh-j had a auccessif n of galea for more 
laiL a week. From day to day it blew flerver than 
forCj till Sunday, tho twentieth^ when the gale was 
ilfl height, and the spirit of the storm waa out on the 
tic tip to this time the Kiagam and the A^;a- 
smnon (though they bad long jiince parted from the 
toroua aad the Gorgon) Lad inunagcd to keep in 
tight of cAch other; and now from the deck of the 
Lcr the latter ^raa seen a mile and a half distant^ 
filing heavily in the sea. The signal?* which aho 
made showed tl^al she was struggling with the fury of 
the gttle. She was rczdly in great danger of founder- 
ing. But thi» vms owing, not merely to tho EeTerity 
of the gale, but to the enoiraoua weight she carried, 
and to th*: way thu hngo hulk woe stowed iu the ship. 
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Onlj a fow dciys bcforo tins wo Lad been on board of 
her, and Captain Prccdj showed U3, ia one coil, lliir- 
teen hundred miles of cabl*?! Tkia made a dead 
woiglil of as many hundred tons, wticli rendered lior 
in rough weather almost unmanageable. To mako tho 
matter worse, she had another coil of about two hun- 
dred and fifty tons on the forward deck, where it 
made the head of the ship heavy. In her trcmendoii3 
rollSf thL"^ coil broke loose, and threatened at a time to 
dash like an avfLlancho throngh the side of the ship. 
But ot tlio most fijarfiil momenls the gallant seaman in 
command never lost bis preaence of mtnd- He was 
alwajG on deet, walcliiog with a vi^lant eye the 
raging of the tompcstj nnd issuing his orders with 
coolne^ and prompt decision. To this admirable 
skill wa^ due the fiafet/ uf tlie ship, and of all on 
board-* 

But nil things have aa end ; and this long gale at 
laat blew itself out, and the weary ocean rocked itself 
to reflt. Toward the last of the week the squadron 

* Ao then U no trouble vlthaat & can^pcuQiLloD, it U aiKnctblng tint 
t\\ia ro^tgfi, farfdl u it «u^ furnubcd a aubjo<!t for a d«cripdOiii of 
marrellcui poncr^ Tha Idler to ihe LondoD Tims, wriltm hjMt. 
Wuodj, iLd conrspoadcnl on bo&ril tho A^mtiaDOik, La gdc at ihff 
Wnv^t dueurjpiioiu ura Htorm at eta wq knov of ta thaUtigai^ It U 
A iTeiii1crri>l px>ci'iia?a uf " HD^tl-pAlaElu^,'' oiid In Hie tlvlJiiui with 
whldi \i brin^-B tlko voduc iKfora us, maj be coiup*rH wiili ths mftriika 
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got logelbcr at tlie appointed retidczvoua ia tnid-c^ean. 
Ab IIjc ships came iiL sight, the angrj eca wcDt dowD ; 
ord on FrKl.iy, Junu tweni.y'fiftli, just fifte<.*n dny* 
from Piymouth, they were cU together, ns tranquil in 
the iiiiddlu of the Atlantic as if iu Plymouth Sound* 
*'TUia evening the four vessel j by tDgeiher side by 
ade, und ihero w:is sudi a attllne^sft in the sgi\ and air, 
would Lave seemed i^raarkable in an inland lako ; 
tlje Atlantic, and afXor what we had aU bo ktely 
ilne^'ied, it set^med almost unnaturah'^ The boftta 
oul^ and the oQccrB were visiting from ship 
ebip, lelliDg their experioncea of the vovagc» and 
Liug their plana for the morrovr. Captains AJdhara 
id Dayman aaid it vrfus the worst weather they had 
rer experienced in the North- Atlantic, But it was 
Agamemnon that suffered moatn The rough 
had shaken not only the ship, but the cable in 
ir- The upper part of ihe main coil had sliiftedj and 
£0 twisted and tangled, that a hundred milea 
to be got cut and coiled in another part of tho 
J, BO that it was liol till the afternoon of Siiturday, 
Lwenly-sixihr that the aplice was finally made, and 
cable li^wered to the bottom oT the sea. The ships 
tht^n got under we igii, but bad not gone throe 
lee, before ihc i-ablo bivte, buiug i^ught in the ma- 
chinery on board the Niagara. It waa fortunate they 
bad gijno no further. Both ships at once turned about 
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and Spliced again the same af^croooTi, and madeAireshl 
start. N^ow nl! went well. The paying-out macbioej 
vorUetl emooililjr, and the cable ran off eii-sily into the' 
eeOf TIjus cfich ship bad paid out about forty tniJi 
when suddenly the current ceased 1 

Says the writer on the Agamemnon: '* Athalf-j 
three o^clock [Sunday morning] forty miles had gono, 
and nothing could bo mora perfect and regular than 
the wcrking of every tbingj when suddenly Professor 
Thompson came on deck, and reported a total break 
of conlinuitj ; that ths cable in fact had parted, and,^ 
as was believed at the time, from the Kiogara. In 
another inalaat a gan and a btue-llght waru^ Lhe* 
Valorous cf what bad happenad, and roused all oaj 
board the Agamemnon to a knowledge that the 
cbinery was silent, and that the first part of the At* 
lantic Cable had been laid and lust dlK^tually/^ 

This was disheartening, but not so ta\u^\\ from, tha 
fact of n fresh breaking of t!ie cable, aa from the mya- 
t^rr aa to its ca^ae. The fact, of course^ waa known 
instanlly on both s]i[[y5, but the cuu^ was nukuowu. 
Those on each ship si.i[ipafled it had occurred on the 
Other With this imjiressiou, they turned about to 
beat up Dgnin toward the roudczvoua. It was noon ofi, 
Monday, the twenty- eighth, before the Agamemnon 
rcjoh:edt]te Niagara; Jind then, nays the wrilvralrviidy 
quoted : '^ WhiEe alE were waiUbg with Impatience fbi. 
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Ker o^pkoation of bow they broke tlto cubic, she 
electrified every one by running up tbe interrogatory: 
* ilow did tho cable part?' This was nstoiinding. Aa 
eoon as the boaU couH bo lowered, Mr, Cyrus Field, 
with the electricians from tbo Niagara, came oii board, 
:iiid a compirifion of logs sliowod the pnmful and 
rnystcrioiia fact that, at t?i£ same second of time, ench 
vefist?! discovcrod Ibut n total fracture Lnd tukcQ place 
at ft distance of certainly not less than ten milta from 
cfich sliip; in f^ict, as well ns can be judged, nt t!io 
bottom of the ocean. That of all the niaQ}" rabhaps 
connected with the Atluatic Ttlegrophj thia ia the 
worst and most disheartening \b certain, siuee it proves 
that, after all thai human skill and science can e^ct 
to lay the wire down with sfifciy has been accomplish- 
ed, there may be some fatal obstacles to Buoceas at the 
bottoTiL of the ocean, which caq never be guarded 
against ; for even the nature of the peril mnst always 
remain as eccret and unknown as the depths ia whicli 

ia lo be encountered/' 

jBai it was no time for uselcas regrets. Once mora 
cable was joined in mid-oceon, and dropped to its 
lolcut bed, and tlic Kia^ara and tho Agamemnon be- 
to atcam away toward opposite shores of the At- 

itic This Liiue the eijieriment succeeded better 
b^Oro. The progress of the English ship id thiu 
reported: 
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'*At first, ilio ship's speed was ou]y \wo Itmil^ tlia 
Cft^itii (Chilli; lliix-ti nhd ibree ^nr) a Ij^lff with a utmln 
oT flfWii lunidrcd pounds. By oii<l by, bowovcf, Uwi 
i|>cni waw iucrcasoJ lo f^jur knoia, lbccal>k g^rtrtjf live, 
at * »lnuu iiT tin\> tbou^^d poand^ Al Ukw raiiv h 
wjm k^j^i, ^itU tntlLDg Tuimiwa^ Atfoogbovt Alaoft 

Uf. OuMiB^ tkor Hi; GSxCsrd erer qvtled tb« m»- 
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ikcn ; silence was com mandrel, nnd no couversution 

allowe*!. Nutliirig wns heard but llie strange rattling 

of tUe maoliinc us tlie cable was running out. The 

^Jighti* about dvek and in Lbo quarlcr^disik circle addt-d 

^H» the fiingukrity of the Bpectaclc ; and those -who 

^Hrerc OD board the ship describo the stato of anxious 

^Buspense in which all were held ua cxoeeJiugly irn- 

preasivc/' 

Warned b/ repcmted failures, they hardly dared to 

hope for success in thla lust e:<cpcri[nent. And yet the 

^^biriU of all rose, as the difitanee widened betwet^u the 

^Hci|)& A hundred milos wore laid 6.ifi-ly — a hundred 

^■ind fifty^two liundred. Why mi^ht they not Jay 

^kro thousaad? So reasoned tie sanguine aud hopeful 

when, Tuesday night, came the faial announc^rnenl 

thai the electric carrent had ceased to flow. It aft.^r- 

• ward appeared that the cable had brokca about twenty 

^■fcfit from tbo stern of the Agannemnon. 

^B As the cable wa3 now usele^^i, it only remained to 

^TUt it from the stem of the NJit^ara, Before doing 

this, Mr. Field thought it a good opportunity to tost 

ito etrcngth. For thia purpose the brakes were sliut 

down^so that the piiying-out machine could not niovc-i 

But atil! l!ie cable did not break, althi>ugh the whole 

^Tj^'i^^ht of thg Niagara hung iip'>n that slender oordj 

^^bd tliougli soreral men got upon tlio brakes. Saya 

Captain Hudson; ^'Although the wind waa iiuitefreah, 
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rte cahh Itthl the shij) for o?je hour andfort-rj tnijiufis 
fnre hreaking^ and notioidtsianding <i strain of four tonar 

TLoLigh not unexpected, this last brtukiog of tbc 
cable was a aad blow to al 1 ou boarrl- ll was tlie em 
of tlieir hopeSj nt least for tUe pFeseot expcditior 
Before separating, it bad bwn agreed^ that if the caU 
should part again before cither ehip tad run a hui 
drcd miles, they shi^uld return and renew tiie nttemj 
If tlioj had passed that limits they wer3 all to sail I'c 
It«iand> But the ^ii^gora bnd run out a hundred m 
eleven miles, Qttd knowing that the Agamemnon hi 
done about the s-tme, she expected Lbe latter wonl* 
keep OQ Ler coarse cast^^ard, not stopping till b1 
reached Queeiistown. The Niagara, therefore, relu* 
ontly boro away ioi the somo port. 

Of course, the return voyage was ^* any thing bi 
gay," When fiolJicra come home froui the war, Lbi 
taiux:lL with a proud fitep, if they havfi had a viclori* 
campaigQi But it is otherwise whe^ th(?y oome wil 
a aad talc of disaster and defeat. Seldom had au ex-* 
pcilitioir begun ^vith higher hopr^i, or ended iu moi 
complete fftiluic. Who could help feeliDg keenly this 
frcah diaappoiotmcnt? Kvcn with alt the courage 
** that iniiy beecnie u mau," litij^hteiied by a natorjl 
buoyancy of spirits, Wow was it pow+ilile to realht lie ii 
imprcsaioaofthoiuctalhoy had just vriliiessed? ^"^1 
oa I^rd Carlble had told Ihciu IhoycAr before—'' tlivro 
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tmoat enough of glory in the verj- design of on 
LU-tic IclegrapJi/' that gloiy miglit alii! be tbeiis. 
Int Apparently ijipy cojM ho|)e fi^r nothing more, 
'bey bflJ done nW that men could do. Bat Fate secm- 
ogainat them; nud who can £g}it iigaiD&t destiny? 
roue cftn blame tUcm if I bey sometimes Lad eore 
ilagiviogH, and lofjked out Badly upoa the sea that 
baffled tljcir utmost skill, and i^ow laughed thoir 
«ts to scoru, 
^jln this mood tliey entered onco more the harbor of 
[oeeostOMro. The Niagara was the iii«t to arrive and 
bring tiditica of the gre&t disaster. The Agamem" 
caiue in a fi^w daya adcr. KoowiDg the fuul im> 
prcssion their report was likely to produce, Mr, Field 
hastcEiod to London to moot the Directois. It rtus 
Uigli lime. The news hadreaclicd there before biiii,<^nd 
had alrtraily produced its effect. Under its imprceBlon 
tbeBoard was called together. ItizietiTi ihefiume room 
vber^T ^'^ weeks before^ it had discassed the prospect 
of tbo cxpedkticn with full confldenee of succcfs. Now 
H met, aa a couud! of war is gummoucd alter a terrible 
defbat, to decide whether to surrender or to try onco 
more the eliaucca of battle. Whoa Ibc I)ircclor6 cama 
together, the feeling— to call it by the mildest rame — 
was one of rxlreme discouragement- TLey looked 
blankly iti each ollier'a facea. With some, the feeling 
waa one aimoet of despair. Sir William) Brown, of 
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Liverpool, the first Oliairmaa, wrote, adviaing tLern 
sell t!ie cable, !Mr. Brooking, llie Vice-ChQirman, li 
had given more lime to it than any other Director, 
when be saw tliat his colleagues were disposed to msikB 
Btiil another tri:i], left t]ie room, and tlie next Jay aent 
in his resignalioa, dcW^rmiEictl to laka no further part 
in an undertaking which had been proved bopelesa, 
and to persist in which aecmcd mere rashocsfl and fol 

Bat othcra thought thcro was still a chance. Liba 
Robert Bruce, who, ;ifler twelve battles Dnod twclvo 
defcatii, yet Iwlleved that a thirteenth iniyht bting vio 
torjr, tliey dung to this bare possibiliij. Mr, Ficl 
and Professor Thomson gave tbe results of their c 
perienco, from wbich it appeared that ther^ was n 
obstacle in the nature of the case which miglit not 
overcome. To be sure, it was a forlorn hope, B 
tho ships were lliere. Though they had lost tbre 
hundred miles of cable, they had still enough o 
boanl to cross tho Bca. Tliese arguments prevai 
find it was voted to make one mopc trial before th 
project was finally abandoned. Evou thougU the 
chancca wcro a hundred to ono ogamst them, thai ouo 
might secure titem final success. Aod so it pro 
Bill was it their own wisdom or courage that got th 
tlie victory, or were they leJ by that Being whoso 
way i^ in the seii, and wiiosc path is in the great watetal 
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CHAPTER X. 



YoTAor or thi Xeigiri, and ov ttib Acjvi»n». 

DLD deciflioQ uccda to bo followed by prompt 
leal tbe spirit that inspirua tW daring attempt 
Icetied by ddiiy. Wbcn ouce it h^d beoa fixed 
ere was In l>c auotber atlompt to lay tba AtUn- 
)}c, no time was loet in carrying the resolve iato 
tion> The telegraphic fleet was lying at Queeus- 
The Niagara Lad arrived on the Qfth of Julyj 
t AgamemQDP, wbich, throiifrb aomc misunJer- 
ig, had returned to ibe rendezvous in mid oecan, 
rossing ibe Niagara on her IrackT did not get in 
rofrk later- However, nil were now there, safe 
mud, wbou the order came down from London 
ready immediately to go to sea* Not nn boor 
fit The shii>a bad barely time to take in coal 
(lies for the voyage, Wr. Field bastened 
and Prof. Thomson from bis homo in 
in five dnya tbs squadroo was under 
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weigli, bourd once more for the middle of llic A1 

lb vas S^iturday, tbe aercntee^itli of Jiily, tliat tin 
Bhipa left oo tlieir secciml expeilitlnn. As ihfij sailet 
out of llie Cove of Cork, it was with none oF the ea- 
tlmaiosm wbicb nttondod their departure from Valcu- 
tia tbe year before, or ereii from Plymoulli oti tbe, 
tcoth of June. Nobodjr cbcered ; Dobody bade tbei 
God-sp^ea '* As tbe ships left the harbor, iheie vrt 
appareiirly ro notice taken of their departure by llio^] 
oa shore, or in the vcsaels anchored around them;; 
levery o^e setmed impressed with tbe conviction tlial 
we wow engnged in a hopelesa enterprise, and tin 
Bqoadron seemed rotbcr to have slu;ik away on eoiw 
diEcredlULble iiLL^ioii^ tb^u to b^ve sailed for the at 
conipiitihment of ii grand national scheme," Mani 
even of tboee on board felt that tbey were going on tiA 
fool's errand J ihiil the Company waa popsossed by aj 
kind of iusaaity, of whicb^ bowcvor, tbcy would soon 
be cured hy anolber bllftT fxjwrienuc. 

On leaving^ this second limoT it waa agreed that the 
squadron should not try to keep together, but each 
ship make its way to the given laLilude and longitude 
wliich was the appointed rendezvous in miJ-oeoan. 
T'lO Niagara, being the Jargoet, and able to carry the 
most coal, kept under Btcam the wbole way, and ar-' 
nred fii^t, and wailed several days Ear the other sliips: 
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to appear* The Vulorous came nest, and thea tlia 
GorgoD, and, la^ of all, the Agacucmnon, which liad 
been saving lu^r ccuU fur tUe Tetura vojage, and liad 
been dolajod for want of a lilUe of that wind whicL. 
in the former cx|>oditloD, gLo Lad m too great ubuod- 
Ance. Sa^s tlie Eikglish correspoodcnt on board: 

'* For several duya in BUCG««aioii tliere waa an uuin- 
terruptcd calm. The moon waa just at the full, atii 
for eevenkl nigbta it eHoug vrith a brilljaacy whicV] 
iumcd tliG ^a into one silvery abcetf wbicli brought 
tJie ^lark bull and wbile sails of thi? ship in strong 
ii to tbo si>a [ind sky, as tbo vessel lay all but 
lotioDless on tbo water, Ibo very impersoQaUou of 
tlitudf.' nnil repo.se. Indeed^ uniil the rendezvooa 
raa gained, we bad aucb a Bucoeasion of bcautifn! sua- 
gorgeoufl Bunscts, and tranquil moonligbt aigbu. 
[■a would bare excited tlio most entbusiaftio admiration 
any one but poraons attuatcU as we were* But by 
such aoeiiea were rt-gai'diiil only as the :mnoying iii» 
licaiiotiB of the calm, which delayed our progress ami 
oor coaL By dinl, however, of a judicioua 
Liluro of fuel, and a liberal U3C of the cheaper 
'e power of finil, the rendezvous was reached ou 
Wednesday, the twoDtyeigbth of July, just eloven 
laya after our departure from Queenatown, Tho rest 
the sqaadrou came jn aigbt at utgbtfult, but at suoFi 
dirtancc thai It \va:5 pcist ten o'clock on the morning 
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of Tbursday, ihe tw-anty-ninthi before the Agamem- 
II OQ joiDGd them/' 

^*The day wjis bcaiitirully calm, so no timo wa3 to 
be lost before mik-ng the splice; boaLswero soon low- 
ered from, ihe attendant sliips, tlie two vessels made 
fast by a hawaor, and the Niagara's end of tbe cable 
conveyed oa ljoai\l tbe Agiimemnou. About Imlf-paBt 
twelve o'clock tbe splice vrits effeutiiitlly made. Iti 
boifitJDg it out from tbe side of tbe ship Ibe leadea 
sinker broke abort off n.nd fell overboard; and tboro 
being no more t;oiivcaiept wcigbt at baud, a tbirty* 
two pound sbot was fiislened la tbe splico instead, and 
tbe wbolo apparatua vras quickly dropped into tlio Boa 
wilboat any formality, iLnd indeed almost vritboot a 
j^pectator, for tbosc on buurU tbe ubip bad wltne&ied 
eo many beginnings to tbe telegmjiliiL' line, tbat it waa 
evident Ibey despaired of there ever being an end to 
it. Tbe Gtipnlatcd two hundred and ten fathoms bay- 
log been pnid oiitj tbe signal to start was boisteJ, tbo 
b&wser cast loose, and tlic Niagara and AgamemnoQ 
slartod for the last timo for their opposite destioa- 
tiona/* 

At this moment the ships were nearly in mid-ocoflr, 
but not exactly. Mr, Field, who never inddgea in 
poetical d<aa;riptioD5, but always givca tbe figures, 
Btating tbe pr^'iso latitude and longiinde, itnd from 
what quarter tbo wind blovrSj and bow many &th- 
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m deep the ocenu U, and how many miles of cyible 
oa Loard^ makes ibe fallowing eutry in liia jour- 

" Tliuradny, July twenty- nintli, latitudo fifty-two 
dogrt-es niao miaulca Bortb, longitude thirty-two do- 
grots tweuty-Beven minutes wrat. Telegraph Fleet all 
sigUl ; sea smooth ; light wiuJ from S.E. lo S,S.E., 
»udy> Splice mode at one p.u. Sigufila through 
whole length of the cable en board both ships per- 
Deplh of vatcr ^ile^n hundred fiithoms" dia- 
IC6 to the entrance of Yalentia b^u-bor eight hun- 
d and thirteen nautical milca, and iVom there to 
telegr;ijih-hou&e the fihore end of the c;tble js laid^ 
fetanco to the entxanca of Trinity Bay, Newfoaod- 
nl, eight hundred and twenty-two Qautieal milesj 
from tlicro to the telegraph-bouse at ibo head of 
bay of BuU'a Arm, fiiity miles, making in all 
it hundred and eighly-two nautical miles. The 
ig:ara has sixly-niae miles further to run than the 
ion. The Niagara and AgaTncmnon havo 
eleyeD hundred uaullcal miles of cable on boards 
rut the Bome quantity na last year." 
^Aad now, Sis the ships are fairly aparij and wdl 
>D lose eight of each other, wo will Icavo the Aga- 
icmnon for tbo preacut lo pursue her course tovrard 
Irelaud, wbile we follow our own Niagara to the 
flhoKS of the N"ew World* At £rst of oourea, while 
9 
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all hoped fur success, ao one du^red to expect it. At 
Icaat they said lifterwarda that '^Mr. Field was tlie 
only man on board who kopt up Ll^ courage through 
it oil.'' But the cbancca seemed many lo one Against 
them ; and the vraruingB were freqneut to excite lUeir 
feara. That very eveningj aboul aunset, all ngnin seem- 
ed lost* We quote from Mr, Field's journal: "At 
forty-five minutes past aeren r.M., abip'a time, BigUiilfl 
&Dra Lhe Agamemnon ceasedj and tlie teats applied by 
the electrieians showed that there was a want of con 
tinuity in the cable, but the iuaultition waa porfeot 
Kept on paying out fi-om the Niagara very slowly, 
and eoTistanily applying all kinds of electrical teats 
until tea minutes past nine, eliip's lime, when again 
commenced receiving perfect sigtinls from the Aga- 
memnon," At tlie same iFiomeut the same cxperieneo 
was going on on the English ship. 

Tho neict day there wob a fi'esh cause of alarm. It 
waA found that the Niagara, had run some miles out of 
her course. Comparing Ihc Jistanco run by obaervn- 
tJODond by patent log, there was adiffereneeof filxteen 
miles and a third. Wibh such a percentage of loss, 
the cable would not hold out to rcaeh Newfoundland, 
This was aUrmiug, but the esplanaiion waa obvioua. 
Tho moaa of iron in iho ship bad afltcled the compaa% 
eo that it no longer poLoted to tie right quarter of th 
heavens. Uad the Niagara boen alone oa tho occaSi 
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thia miglit liave cauaed Berious trouble But now np* 
pearcd tiie groit ailvantage m( im alteiitlant s^Iiip. It 
-was at oncQ arranged that iLo Gorgoa should gr> aliead 
and lead the way. As she had no cable on board, hor 
compasses were aLl^jGct to no deviation- Accordingly 
sUe look licr pc^iUon in the airancp, kepping the lino 
aloug the great circle arc, which was the prescribed 
Touto. From that moment there was no variation, or 
"but & very slight one. The two methods of comput- 
ing iho distance— bj log and by observation— netirly 
comcided, and iLo sliip varied scarcely a mile from 
I h er coiirsu till slio entered Trinity Bay. 
^M It i* not neeessory to follow the whole voyage, Tor 
^ the record la the same from day to day. It is the 
aanic sle^ph^ss wateliing of the cable aa it ni rig ant day 
and nighi, and tlie same anziona estimnle of the dis- 
co that Btill separates them from land. Communi- 
ion ia kept np constantly between the ships. Mr, 
eld's journal eont'iins cnlri^'-a like tliKsc: 
" Saturday, July thirty -first. By eleven o'clock hi^ 
,id out from Ibo Nia»»ira lUree hiirdre*! miles of ca^ 
e; at forty -fiv© minntea past two roceivcd signals 
rota the AgLimcinnon ibat tlipy had paid out from 
_ier three hundred niilea of cable ; al tliirly-seven mm* 
Bjft^a past Hvo dmshed coll on the berth-deck, and com* 
menccd paying out from lUe lower deck." 

" Monday, August aecond. The Nla^ra getting 
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ligJit, aud rolliug very mucU ; it wfis not congidct- 
ed safe to ciirry aail to stoady ship, for ia case of 
accident It miglit be necessary lo 3tt>p tlie vt^aat;! &h 
soon as possible. Paaaed and tdgnnlled the Curmnl 
Blaamer from B^ton lo Liverpool,'^ Same dny abcm. 
noon, ** imperfect insulation of cable delected in send 
iog and receiviiis signiils from Ibe AgatnemnoD, wbicb 
continued until forty miuutea paal five, wbon all waa 
rigbt agaio- The fault was found to b^ in tbe ward- 
room, about sixty xnU\ts iixmi tlie lo^f^^r end, wbicb 
wfis immcdiatt'ly cut out, aud liikeir out of tbe eircuil/' 

'* Tnesday^ AuguBt tbird. At a quarter-past eleven, 
abip"a timOj received eignala from on board tbo Aga- 
memnon, tbat ibey bad paid out from her BCven Lun- 
dred and eighty milt^ of cable* In the afternoon and 
eveuinj^ passed several icebergs. At ten minutes past 
nine r.Mp, ship's timOf received Bigaal from the Aga- 
mctnnon tLat slic waa ia water of two hundred fixlTi* 
nms. At twenty minutea past ten T.U., sbip'-s time, 
Niagara in water of two bimdred fatlioms, and infoim- 
cd the Agamemnon of the same. 

" Wednesday, August fourth- Depth of water leas 
than two bundreil CtiLoms. Weatbur beautiful, per- 
fectly calm. Gorgon in sigbt, Sixty-four miles from 
the telegraph house Beccived signal from Agamem- 
non at nooD ihiit tltey Lad paid out from her nine 
hundred and forty milca of caUc. Paaaed ibis mom- 
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Ing seTcral icebergs Made tbe land off enUaacc to 
Trinity Bay at eight *-V- Entered Trinity Bay &t 

Iiolf post twelvsn At half-past two, -we stopped send- 

ig BJgnaU 1o Agamemnon for fourtcca minute^ 

tlia purpose of makiug splice. At five TJtt, eaw 

'er Majesty's steamer Porcupine [which bad boen 

jQt by tho British Government to Kewfoundliind, 

wGtch for thf> tclcgraplL aliips) coming to us. At 

hnir^pasl seven, CapLiiu Ottor, of ihe Poirupine, came 

board of the Niagara to pilot ua to tbe anchorage^ 

tbo telegraph -bo use** 

Thtf tpot ativacn u ilia tenaiDUt of i\*j Atlantiu uhljl^, iriCh Iha 
leva tround it — boiU on ibc vninritnil an laud— is thus Jo^crlDcd faj % 
irrmjxiDdvat : 

**A1| wlio bftva vi&lcd Triah^ Ba^, KeirfoiiDdliad, ifiUk one cotiKnl 
■Uow k to bo Obt of lliD umtft bvantiful thixti vt ffflter Lliej ervr «el 

ktjta upoo- iLi color LA wtj peculiar — xn In^MptcasSblo utDglhig of 
|b« part tflue ocvim viih tbe il«vp eTergrvi-Q trooilkiLda Jind tlie mhho 
Uys ttj. lb enrema IsDElh !» ibuuL eigliLj irjil^ iu Lrcidth about 
diirt<r iBilei, optnlng boldlj iiiU> Uio Atlantic on tlio Dor^bcrn cidtt of 
iho bland. Ac iu loutL-To^teTti aturc it bnmptiM into ilio Jtij of 

P%il|'i Arm. wtbldi la a qal«i ttfCt loJ IfnaiLfut harbor, iiLioiil iva 
Hnloi in brt^A^tb, uid oioa or ton in LcDgbli, nianiJig in a Uirccstioa 
north' vhL 

'^Tlie d^pEli or <riifr i« mfflc-ipnt far tlia Iirgnt vnade, Tli» ibla 
Eim^i pcvvn or eigLt frot, and tho bif tonnLuatcH Id a tKouttTnl »iid- 
b«4ch. Th« ibon it clollini with duk greon fir-[n?«A, wbidi, mlieij 
irifh tiroli ind mnanL&ln-aRh, pn^pnt a pEfASiEig conlnut. Tlta IaqiI 
iJ3H ffntduatlj front tlie iviLicr hU uuunj, n u to aJTurd trat uT lUo 
«gr««ble toiTD alca Id tbo Mmd, Yon ucood oalf vboni a 
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"TliumJay, August fifth. At f^^rtj-fivo miaates poat 
one A.M., Niagiirii anL-liorcd. Total amoant of cabin 
paid out filnce splice was madej ten hundred aod siK- 
teca luilcs, six hundred fathoms. Total amount of 

qotripr of a niUa from lEio wat^r, aod ihore are no longer Inv^, Inn 
■Lid gmas like uu opi^a pruU-ic. Here arc fuuQd iL Ulu at&suu myi odd 
of ^iD uptoud crnabcrriffA, upon v^cb aaoambcfeU |>U;mi^D. or tho 

'^TJie Taiphfirrj, tuik^uppEe borrj, tnd (he wbortlaberry atd oiBO 
Ootmnon. Numcroiii lialc lakes mji; bo ttcoa [q Uiu apfn, cIcTaiL-d 
^Dttud, froiu irLbU Aoir rivulctj, affbrding nbuDJuace of fine trout 
Atlur o^ixniticg for tLoat a milu and it lulf, jou are then probably 
Ihree hundred oi- fonr handrGd fi'Ct aboTo tlie Lldc, nod nodiiiig can 
dttwfd the b«iuLj uf (L? Ai;tne trlicti, at one tIcv, you bcbuEd Ihts 
plitdd iratdra of bglb Trioity md PlatwDlia Bjija — ibo httlcr eprtpUod 
wilb clmt'^r-4 of vcrJanE L^IaihIl 

" Vuu can ciow tksccud vrc^iwud u grdduall^ u 7du came up from 
tlic Tulcgnph laadid^ to (hd tliorc of llAccutln Baj't irbcrs there in an 
^UdLent harbof aai! admlnbb H^lmnc^. dkirLm^ t1i« alii^rd, mid t^te 
MCOmpanjiDg road of the land Ti-Lo^rap1t liJie Leading Cntm Si. Johu*A 
tVcBtirm-J LliroLigb Iha uiuid, to Capo Ha^, At tliia acaaon of Ibo jedr 
gjUEie l4 very abundant. Hemdwr In ^eal itLiiab&n, Ihu^, woItu^-^ 
attien t«i7 amiMrDUX, thu Urge tiurUium bure, faics* vUd g^eie, 
dttvlfl, Ale 

*■ AbfloL four milcfl loulhvard of tbir AntraiLOr) of tba bflf of Bull's 
Ann. on the shore of PlaccDtU Baj, la aknuiaJ iho vxtrnordloirr La 
Uttjvlifl lejiit mmo, (bo propcrlj of Ibc TclegripL {^mtmiir^ uJrevlj 
jfioMLiig a rluL lupplj of roniarkabl; puro gBlena. Tbo pla«c wboia 
Ili4t oabUf \b landed la uierDordbla in ihn hj^torj of the ii^lani] u llhf 
navqL biLti[c-(,-maDi bcmticii the Frvach and Englbh In tbcir eu-ly 
Hn^U fi^r tlko aKO^Diiic occupnaaj of 1^ Taliublc fidheiios along thf 
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oe, eiglit hiindrrf and eigbty-two mHes. Amount 
labia paid out over distance lun, one Luudred aud, 
l^'four uidc3f six hundred fattioma, bcin^ a sui 

Lof about Mcea per oeot At two a.h., I weal 
c la a amall boat, and awoku patsona in cliargo 
be telegrapli-boiise, biLlf u mile jxum landing, and 
od lliern that tbo Telegraph FJe^t liad arritfod, 
ero ready to land tbo end of lEo cable. At for- 
e miimtes j»a5t two, received signal froai ibc Aga- 
(inon tliat sbfi bad p&id out ten kiiudrL-d and tea. 
^ of cable. At four a,h,, delivered telegrapba 
iRtoh for tbo A^ociat^d Proas, to be forward* 
Jew-York as oarly in tlic morning as the ofEcea of 

were open. 

t & qimrter-pisL five a,h,, telegrapb cable laud- 
At six, end of cable carried into telegmpb- 

d received very strong currenla of electri- 
;h the wbole cabis from the other aido of 
iJ&ntic Captain HadaoUr of the Niagar:^ iLea 
'prsyers, and made some remarks, 
t one P-U-, Iler ^fajesly^fl steamer Gorgon fired 

1 salute of lwent7<»no guns," 

trns Btmply was the Btory told, that in a few hom 

ko send a thrill throughout tie continent, 

V eompletti the narratlvt^ of tlie expedition, it is 

Eflfiary to inaluic an account of the \ojagG of the 

1* 

emnoiL We make some extracts irom tbe let 
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ter to llic Lojicloa Times, furnlslicd hy its apecjul 
corrcspoadeiit, Wi^ begiu at Uie time of juoction ia 
mid-oceauT jost sis xbe sliipa went Bailing eastward find 
westward : 

*^ For ihe first tliree hours the alipa proceeded very 
slowly, paying out a great qu,antily of slack, but after 
the expiration of itiis time, iLe epeed of the Agamem- 
non was increased to about £.70 knols per hour, the 
cablo going nt a.bout dx, without indicaticig more 
tban a few hundred pounds of alram upon the dynam- 
ometer. Shortly after six o'clock a very Urge whaTe 
WflB Bocn approftcliing the starboard bow at a great 
Apee^, rolling and tosaing the sea into foam nil around, 
and for the first time we felt the possibility of ihe Hup- 
position that our second mysterious breakage of iho 
cable might havo been caused oftor all by one of thcM 
animals getting foul of It under water. It appean^ 
as if it were making direct for the cable, and great. 
was the relief of all when the ponderous living mass 
jwa^ aec^Q slowly to pc\£ia oatern, just grazing the cable 
where it ent<^rei the vrater, but fortunately without 
doing any miachief. 

** All seemed to go well up to about oight o'clock \ 

be cable paid out from the hold with au evenness and 

Tegularity whieb siiowed bow carefully and perfectly 

it had been coiled away ; and to guard against acci- 

deats wbicbimgbt ariae in oou^quenoc of tho cable 
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.TiDg auiTcrcd injury darmg the alorca^ tUc inilicalci 
fttraiu Ujjon tlic il^namometer waa ql-vcf allowed to gn 
■jond eevcDleen Ltindred pounds^ or leaa ihaa one 
er Tpbat tbg cablo is estimated to betir, and thaa 
far every tliJDg looked promismg of Bucc(?d3. But, in 
micli a LozirdoiLS work, no one kaowa Tphal i\ feir 
minutes may briag furlb, for sooii Jifier eight, an in- 
jured portion of tUo cable was discorered about a 
lie or two frcci tUe portion paying out Not a mo- 
nt wa3 lost by Mn Caninng, the engineer on duty, 
selling mcii to work to cobble up the iojtiry as well 
time would pcnnit, for the eable was going out st 
ch a rate that tbc damaged portion would be paid 
overboard m less tban twenty miuatcai and furmcr es- 
rionce had sliowu ua that to check eith(:^^ the epeod 
tbo sliip, or the cabb, would, ia all probability, h& 

ilod by tbe moat fatal rcaulu. 
"Juat before Lbe lapping wjis fiEiiabed, Professor 
homsou reported that tlie Gloeirical coatinulty of tha 
ire had ceusod^ but that tbe insulation w3a stilL per- 
t; ftttealjon wim naturally di routed to the icjured 
ece na the probable source of the stoppag-*, and not 
moment was lost in cutlitig lbe cable at that point, 
with tho intentiou of making a perfect BpHce. To the 
i3oiistemAtioa of all, the electrical tests applied showed 
to be overboard, ainl iii all probability some 
a frotn the shi^ Not a Bccood was to be 
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lost, for it was evident that the out portion muet l>e 
paid 07crboflrd in a few minutes, and in Uic mean 
time, ibe kdious and difficult operation of making u 
splice lijul to be j>erR>nned. Tlie ship wfis imTnediat'?- 
I7 stopped, and no more cnble paid out llian was ab- 
Golutcly necessary to prevent it breaking. 

" As the Btorn cf tlic ebip -waa lifted by tlic waves, 
a scene of tbe ni05t intense excitement follovred. It 
eectned impossible, even by using llie greatest possible 
speed, and paying out the least possible amount of ca- 
ble, tbat the juQctioQ could be finiebed befoi'e the part 
was tiken out of tLe handa of tbe workmen- Tlie 
raiiiii liuld prcseDlt^l an extrnoTdinary scene; ue-iily 
all the oEoors of the ship and of those connected wiiU 
tho expedition, Blood in groups about the coil, 'wntch- 
iog with intense anilety the cable, as it slowly un- 
wound itself nearer and nearer the joint^ while the 
workmen, directed by Mr, Canning, under*wliose au- 
pcrintondcnco the cable was originally manufactured, 
worked at the splice as only men could work who fciL 
that tlie life and di^atU of the eipedltioa depended 
upon their rapidity. But all their speed was to no 
purpose, as the cable was unwinding within a hnndred 
fathoms, nnd^ a-** a I^at and di-Bijerate resource, the en 
ble was stopped altogether, aitd, for a few rainntce^ the 
6bip hu:ig on by the end. Fortunately, however, it 
iras Otily for a few minutes, aa the strain was conlia- 
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illy rising above two toti?^ find it t7ouM not hold on 
^ucb loEi^-i^i; wlieti the splice wo^ finialie^, tlie dig' 
w:l3 inado to looses the stopper, aiul it passed over- 
ajiTcly enoiagb. 
*' When ihc excitement conscqucut upon Laving &> 
irrowly saved tUc cable bad passed awa^, we awoke 
the coDscioosneaa that the case was atiU as hopeless 
cvcT, for tbe Qloctrieal continuity was sttll entirely 
lUng. Prcparationa were consef^uently made to 
ly out a* little rope m po*4ihk\ and to hold oti for 
hoiii-a, in the hopea that the fault, whatever it 
[gbt be, might mond itself before cutting tho cable 
retumiDg to tbo rcndesvous to make anoiliex 
1icl>. Tho magnetic uewllcs on tho receiving iaatru- 
jnts were watched closely C>r the returning signals; 
when, in a few minutes, tbo last hope was cstinguidh- 
ed by tlieir suddenly indicating dead eartb, which 
tenilod to show that tlie cable hat! broken fi'om the 
Nia^ra, or that the iasulutlon bad b«ca completely 
destroyodp 

"In three minutes, however, every one was agreo- 

^lysiirpri^^ by tite intelligence that the stoppage 

diarippoarGil, and that the signnl.s had again ap- 

at their regular intervals &oui tba I^iagaro, 

ia needless to say what a load of anxiety this news 

red from tbo minds of every one; but the gen- 

conSdcnca in the nltimaLc succe^ of the opej&* 
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tiooa waa mucli sliaken by tUe occurrcDce, f^r all fcU 
tbat every miimte a sirtiilat accident miglit occur. 
For soQie lime the paying-out cooiinued as visual, biit 
toward tho morQiag another dami^cd place was dia* 
■Q\ered In tlie c^bli? ; Uiere was f^jrtunately, liowever, 
time to repair it in the bold witlaoul ia any way inter- 
ferJDg with the operations be3'ond for a time slightly 
mdacing Iho epccd oF the ship. 

'* During the morning of Friday, the thlrlif^tb, every 
thing went well ; the ship bad been tepE at the speed 
of about five knotfi, the cable paid out at about siXj 
the average angle with tha horizon at which it left tbe 
ship bting about fifteen degrees, wliMc Ibc iiidicaled 
strain upon the dynamometer seldom showed more 
than sixteen hundred pounds to scvdntecn hundred 
pounds. Observations made at noon showed thai we 
bad made good cinoty miles from the starling-point 
siace the previous day, with an expenditure, inolad- 
ing tho loss in lowering tho Bplicc and during the sub- 
sequent stoppitges, of one hundred and thirty-five miles 
of the c."fcble. Dunug the latter portion tif the day 
the barometer fell considerably, and toward the evww 
in^; it blew almost a gale of wind from tbc ea^tward^ 
lead ahead of course. As the breeze freaheneili 
the spQed o^ the ongioes wnfl gradually inercnsc], 
but the wind more ihan increased in proportion, 
■0 that, before the sun went dowo, tbe Agaiaem- 
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non wua going full sieam against the &'in.l, only nmk- 
iug ft spee<l of about four knots an bour. During the 
•reuitjg lopmnsts were lowered, ami spais, ^^ards, aailB, 
ftod indeed every Ibing aloft that couM offer rcsietance 
to till! wiodj was at'nt dowa au deck; but still ibe tiliip 
nmde but liille wny, chiefly in conse<iutnca of the 
heavy sea, though the enormoua quanlily of ftiel con- 
Buoicd showed us tbat, if Llio wind lasted, we should 
be reduced to burning the lEiaats, epais, and even tLe 
decks, to bring the ship iuto Viileatia, 

'*Il seemed to be our pnrticnlnr ilj-fortuno to meet 
vith Lead'winds whichever way the Hhip'a head wJia 
turrte<l. On our jourory out vo had been delayed, 
and obliged to coiitsume nn undue proportion r>f conl, 
fbi want of Qn easterly wind, and now all our fuel was 
wauled liecauso of one. However, duriog the next 
day the wind gradually went around to ibo south w cat, 
which, though it raised a verj- heavy sen, aJlowetl ua 
to husband our small remaining afore of fuel. 

*' Al noon on Saturday, the thirty -first of July, ol>- 
BOtvalions showed us to have made good one hundred 
and twenty miles of distance siiice noon of the pre- 
vious d^y, witli a Josfl of ahout twcnly-seven per cont 
of cable. The Ningsira, as fLr as con! J l^e jndged from 
the amount of cable she paid out, which, by n previ- 
ona armngcmcDtj was eignailed at every ten miles, kept 
^jMico Willi u^ within one or two huIca, the whole dio- 
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tance across. During the iiftemooii oF Siituiday, tLa 
wjcd again freshened up, and before mglitfall it ngaia 
blew nearly a gale of wind, aod a tremendoas £ea Tim 
beforo it &om the south-v^^cat, which made the Aga- 
memnOD jjitcL to such uu extent that iL wa^ thoJiglit 
impossible tha cable could hold on ihrongh the nighl ; 
indeed, had it not been for the constant care and watch^ 
fulncee escrciacd by Mr, Bright, and the two oncrgetio 
cnginecis^ Mr. Canning and Mr, Clifford, who acted 
wiihhimj it could not have been done at all. Hen 
w<ire kept at the vheels of the machine to prevent 
tlicir etoppicg aa the stern of the ship, rose and fell 
with the sea, for, hud they done so, the cable must un- 
doubtedly have parted, 

"During Sunday tbe sea and wind increased, and 
bofoi'o the evening it blew a smart gale, Now, indeed, 
were the energy nnd activity of all engaged in ihe 
operaLi*:in tasked to the utmost. Mr. Uinir and Mr. 
Moore, the two engineers who had the charge of the 
relieving wheels of Ihc dj^nnmometcr, had to keep 
watch and wi;tch alternately every four hours, and 
while on duly durst not let their attention be removed 
from their oecapaiJon for one moment, for on their re- 
leasing the brakca every time the stem of the ship fell 
into the trough of the sea entirely depended Ibc safety 
of the cable, and the h'biiU shows hctw nbly they difl- 
charged their duly, Tbrooghout ibc night, ihero were 
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wbo bad i\io least i^spoctatioTi of the cablo lialdiD*; 

ttii morDiDg, and mnnj remained awake ILsU^ning for 

sound ibat Jtll most dreaded to bear — namelj-j tiie 

tn wbicb alioald annouQce Ibe fiUure of all out hopes, 

[at still tbe cnblej wliicli, in oompnri^on witb the abif 

»a which it was paid *;iit, and liic gigaiilic waves 

long which it wafi delivered, wils hat a more thread, 

ilinued to hold on, only leaving o silvery phospho- 

line upon the stupendous seuB as tbt^y rolled on 

the ship. 

i" WitUSuudiiy moraingcamonoimpioremcnt ia the 

Lther; still the sky remained black and stormy to 

Ikndward, and the constant violent fiqiiiJla of vind 

rain which prevailed during tLo whole dayj served 

keep up, if not to augment the height of the iravesL 

it the cable had goae Uirough so much during tho 

It, that our confidence in ita conimuitig to hold waa 

restorcd- 

,"At nooDf obserViiUous ehowed us to have mada 

otia liuudred and thirty milea from noon of 

previous day, and about three hundred and slx- 

fifflm our flLkrting-point in mid-ocean. Wo had 

by the deepest sounJing of tw^nty-fojir hun- 

JhtlioiBs, and ovor more tban half of the deep 

it^r generally, whilo the nmount of cable still re- 

lining in the ship was mort? ihan sufficient to carry 

to the Irish const, even supposing the continnanoe 
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of tbe fasid ircalh^' sbould oblige us to puy out tbd 
Buad uaoQQt of sLock cftble we bnd be^ Mtherla 
vnsciiig. Tbu3 far thin^ Jookcd very promising for 
CAT nltioidte dQOcess, But farmer experience sliowej 
IK oqTj too plainly th^t we could never suppose thai 
socne accident tnight not arise until tbe ends Lad bocu 
fftiHj likoded OD the opposite shores, 

^Thiniig Soodaj night and MoudAv moniing tbtt 
wntber ooDlinned as boistorouit ua ever, end it waa 
oolj by tlte most imJefatlg&ble exertiooa of Hie en^- 
»«r opon duty that the Trbccls could be prevented 
fromstepfttQg altogetbcr, as tbs vessel rose aod hl\ 
with the sn, and ooce or tvico they did come com- 
pkidyto % etoodrOttU, in «pito of nU that coald be 
dcoe to kerp tbean moving; but rorlunaLely ibcy were 
■gpin r^ in motioa before tie stern of the sliip 
llin>im np by the snooeedin^ wave. No strain c 
be pI*oed upon the cabld of course ; and though the 
drnftUKMnelcr oocaaonally registered seventeen hun- 
dred po«]tii.is 9S the ship lifted, it was oflener below oao 
tiottMDcl, and via frequently nothing, tbe cnbic run- 
BiQ^ oot Ks &6t as its own wQght nod the ^poL-U cf Uiq 
cbip couH dnw it Bat eviMi with nil these fbrooa 
ftciti^ unnuistedly upon it, Uic coble bOYct paid ilsdt 
CM«l*gTttttere|)C«d llu^ieighlknoie&n h^ur at the 
dme tbetihip v^i« lihul' :jt tht? mte of r-iiL kittiisanil n 



S«hp«i 



when liie sjn^ed of tho 
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eltrp G\-ea e^tcecded six knots and & LalF^ the cable 
nover ran out ao quick. The flverngu speed maintained 
by lUe eliip up to tkis time, Jiud, inJccd, fjr ihe whole 
voyngf, wii3 nbout five knots niid a haU", tbe cable, 
Willi ocoasiooal excepdons, tuimiog about tliirly per 
cent foslor 

"At aoon on Monday, Angtistp Becood, lad mado' 
good one hucdrcd and twcnty-acTCb and a Lalf miWfi 
filnce noon of the previous day, nnd completed more 
than the half way to our uUimale destination. 

"During tbe afternoon an Amcricar\ iLrccmaslci 
Fcbooner, wLich jifVerward jirovcd to be liie CbicAain, 
was scoo standing from tlie eastward toward ua. No 
notice was taken of her at firet, but when alio was 
within about hair a noile of the Agamemnon she ultenml 
her course, and boro right down Hcross our bows. A 
collision, which might prove Cilal to the cable, now 
seemed inevitable, or could only be avoided by tbt 
-equally hazardous expedient of altering the Agamcra- 
Aon^B course. Tjje Valurous gleamed aliead, aiiililrcd 
ft gun for her to bcavc lo, which, as alic did not ap- 
pear to lake inueh noliee of, w:is quiekly followed by 
another from ibo bowa of tho A^afnemoon, and a so 
eond and thii'd froin the Yalorou^ but slill the vc^el 

d on her course; and as the only resource left to 
avoid a collisioo, lh« coursa of ilie Agamemnon wai 
Altered juat in time to f a^ withio a few yardd of hor. 
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It was evident that our procecdio^ were a Houroe of 
the greatest p^iisible aslonisinnetiL to them, fur all iier 
crew crowded upon, lier deck anil rigging. At lenijiJi 
they cvjclcDlly discovered who wo wore, and wbat m> 
were doing, fur the crew inanned the rigging, and dip- 
ping the ensign several times tlieygaveus ihreehearly 
cbeera. Thougli tlie Agaraemnon was obliged to ao 
knowledge tbcec congratalationa in due form, the feel- 
ings of annoyance with which we regarded the vcsbI 
which, either by the stupidity or carelesanf?5a of those 
OTi board, wa3 ao near adding a fatal and unespccled 
niishfip to the bug chapter of accideota which had al- 
ready been encouulered, may easily be imagineiJ. To 
tbose below, who of course did not see the ship ap- 
proaching, the aoQnd of the firat gua carao like a thun- 
derbolt, fi>r all took it ua the signal of the breaking of 
the cabla The dinner-tables were deserted in a mo- 
meut, and a general rush made up the hatches to tho 
deck ; but before reaching it, their fears were quickly 
banished by the report of the euccceding gao, which 
all knew well could only be caused by h flhip in ottP 
way or a man overboard. 

"Throughout the greater portion of ^^onday raorn- 
ing the electrical signals from tlio Niagara Lad 
letting gradually weaker, until tbej cei 
for nearly three quariyrs of aa. 
however, was in sonio 
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the atoppoge appeared to bo a vrant of coctmuitj", add 
not anj defect ia in&ulationj aad tliere was conat't^ueat- 
Ijr every reason to stipposc tLn.t it roigLt arise iVom 
fmhj connection on board llic Niagara, AcoordingW 
Profcsaor TUomson sent a nicssago U> lie effect tliil 
tlw eiguab wore too wcnk to be rend, and, as if they 
bad been awaiting sucb a eigral to increase their bat- 
tery power, tlic dofleclions immediately returned even 
stronger thaa tlcj bad over been before. Toward 
the cveningp however, tbey agaia declined in force for 
a short timc^. With the exception uf tliese little stop- 
pages, the electrical condition of the aub merged wire 
wcmed to h^ much improved. It was evident that the 
low temperature of the water at tbe immense depth 
improved conaiderablj the insnlating properties of the 
giilla-porcha, while the cnormovia preasurc to which it 
muat have been subjected probably tended to consoli- 
date its texture, and to fdl n]> any air-bubbles or sligbt 
faulta ill niaDufocture which may have existed. 

"Tbe weather during Monday uight moderated u 
litUe, but still tloro wna A very heavy sea on, which 
ondangercd the wire every second minufc. 

•* About tbre© o'clock on Tuesday momitig, all on 

>ard were startled from iliL^ir beil^ by the loud Ijoura- 

of a guiu Every one, wiibout wailing for ibe per- 

of the most particular toilet, rushed on dock 

tbc cause of the diaturbancc Contmry to 
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all especlatioD, tbo cable was Bafoj but just in ihc 
liglit could be seen tiio Valorous rounded to m tl 
most warlike attlludo, iiriiig gua after gnu iq quick 
aucceasion toward a large American bfLrt^ wUiufi^ 
quite uncocscioufi of our proc^^iug, was slandiJH 
rgbt across our atern. Sucli loud and repeated ra^ 
monstraiice3 from a large steam fj igate were not lo bo 
desfjjsed, and^ evidently witliout tnowiug the wby or 
tlie wherefore, she quickly tbrew her saila aback i^t^H 
Tcmaiiied bove to. Wbothor Ihoao on board licrco^^ 
aiderod tbat we were engaged in some fillibualering 
expedition, or regarded our proceedings as anolber 
BrittBli outrage upon tbc American flag, it is un\n 
blc to saj^ but certain it is that, apparently in grnSI 
treptdatioitf sbe remained bove to until wu bad h 
Biglit erf ber iu tbe distance. 

*' Tuesday was a much fioer day than any we 
expeiienced for nearly a week, but etill there waa 
eonflid*?rable sea mnuingT and our dangers were 
from posted; yet the hopea of our ultimate flucceas 
Iiigb. We bad nceomplisbed nearly tbe whole of the 
deep-sea portion of the route in safety, nnd tliat, 
under the most unTttvorable ciruumstanctira poAsJbll 
tberefoTo there was every reason to believe Ibat 
Bome unforeseen accident should occur, we ^oold 
CompUab the remainder, 

"About five o'clock in the evening, the stcop 



nber. 
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fiDe mountain which divides the telegrapUic plittoaa 

the IiusL coast was reached^ nud the aiiddca shal- 

'[ng of tlie vrater h^ a Teiy marked eficct upon tlia 

ible, causing the Btr.tin on and the speed of it to 

jn cvcrj inimtc. A great deal of eljwb vaa pftid 

il to allow for any great incqualitica which DiL|;lit 

List, thoagli undiscovered hy the sound iugdin^, 

»at tell o'clock the shod walor of two Lundrod and 

iy fathoms was reached ; the onlj rcmaming auxJct/ 

»w wfts the changing fn>ra the lower mnin coiL to that 

>a tho upper dock, and IhU most dlfficolt and dau- 

}Ua opcratioEi wiia aucccaafuliy perfcrmod bi^twcca 

iree and four o'clock on Wt^dnesdjvj^ morning, 

" Wednesday waB a beautiful, calm duy ; indeed, it 

tlic first on vhicb aiij one would have thought of 

biking a splice eiuce the day we stiirted from the 

•ndczvoua. We therefore con gratu luted ouraclve* on 

Niving saved a week by oonjmcncJDg operations on 
« Thursday previous- At noon, wc were eighty-nine 
]]c3 distant frofu the telegraph sUlion at Yalentla. 
be water was shallow, so that there was no diMcuIly 
^^ p'Oi'^g *^"* ^^^ ^'ro alinoal wJL)iout any loss of 
^^p^kf and all looked upon the undcJtakiag as virtually 
aeconipliahed. 

**At about one o'clock in the evening, tho second 

mgv from the nppcr-dcck coil to that cpou the orlop* 

fwsafely cffTCtcd, nnd sbortty af\er the vessels 
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excliaDged signals tlmt ibey ircre in tvro liu^idl 
fiilhoms water. As tlie niglit atlvnDced tljfi speed of 
llie ship was reduced, sa ii was known lliat we wore 
ODJy a sliort dietance from tho land, and tliere would 
be DQ advantage in ui2.king it before daylight in 
morning. About twcrlve o'clock, however, the SI 
Jigs Light was seen in the distance, and the Ynloi 
atcamei on aliead to lead ua into the coast, firing 
eta at inten-ais to direct na, which wero anawcrod 
na from the AgnmemnoD, tLoiigh, according to ^ 
Moriarty, the master's wish, the ship, disn^gjirding 
VfllorouB, kept her own courae, which proved to 
the ngbt onti in the end. 

''By Llaylighl on the morning of Tharsdny^ the bold 
And rocky mountains which entirely surround the wi 
nnd picturcscLUC neighborhood of Valentia, rose rigl 
before ua at a f^vv miles' disLaniie. Never, i>robabl 
■was the sight of laud more welcome, as it brought toil 
guwcasful tcrniiniition one of the greatest, but, at 
same lime, most dif^cult schemes which was ever ui 
dertaken. Had it been tl)e liullest nnd juost mtlan-' 
clioly Bwamp on tha face of the emlh that lay bcfoi 
us, we slionld have fount! it a plca^nt prospect; bi( 
na the Bun rose from the estuary of DiDgle Bay, 
ing with a deep, soft purple the loAy summita of 
ateep mountains which surround it3 &horca, and illi 
ininatiug tbc masses of morning T&por wbicli bui 
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>n tbem, it yras a sccdc wbicb migbt vio in beauty 
llli aiij thing tliut codd be produced by tlie most 
irld imagination of an artist 

"No oue OD abore wa3 npparentl/ cooscioua of our 
jptoiicb, so the TTaloroua aLeauu'd ahead to tbe mouth 
the harbor and fired a gun. Both ships made 
liglit for Boaliu Bay, find about sis o'obck came 
micbor at the side of Begiiiidb Ishmd, opposite to 
'ftlcntia. As soon as the iahabitaul^ became aware 
our approach, ihere was a general ilesertion of the 
aiid hundretlfl of bo^ts crowded around ua, their 
jDgors in the grcalost sljilc of cscit<?mciit to hear 
It fiibout our voyage. The Kcii^ht of Kerr/ was lib- 
it ia Dingle, but a mea^enger was iminediatoly dis- 
btched for Iiim, and he soon arrived in Her Majesty's 
gunboat Shamrxsk. Soon artex our arrival, a signal 
was received from the Niagara that they were prepaj- 
jpg to land, havlug paid out oue thousand aud thirty 
nautical miles of cable^ while the Aganaomnon bad ac- 
complished Ler portion of the distance wilh en expen- 
diture t>f one thousand and twenty miles, making the 
Ujtfli leijgth of the wire subnvergeJ two liioiisand aad 
fifty gcogpaphieal miles. Immediately after the ebipa 
iLQcbor, the paddle-box boats of tho Yalorous wcra 
>t ready, and two mdtrs ofcahlc coiled away in them, 
the purpostL' of landing the end \ but it was late lu 
afternoon before the procession of boatfi left tho 



21*5 niSTOBT OP THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPB, 



ship, i].ndi3r a aaluto of iKree roands of smdl-ftrms from 
HiG detachment of murinca oa boLird the AgsEneinuou, 
iiikiJer the coramaDd of LbaLaiiatit Morris 

*^ Tbe progress of the end to ihe shore waa very slow, 
ill consequoQCQ of the very Btiff wind which blew at 
iho i\mb, bat at about three o'clock the end woa 
safely brouglit on shore at KnigliLsiowu, Valentin, hj 
Mr. Bright zind Ur Canning, the chief aud eoooad en- 
gioeera, to wbL>3Q cxortiona the success of the under- 
Uking ia attrJbiiLable, and the Knight of Kerry * The 
end was immediately laid in. the Itenuk wiiich had 
Ijeen dug to receive it, while a royal salute, making 
the neTgbboring rooks anj mouutsuns revcrlcrate, an- 
noTineed that Hie comTnuuicalion. between the Old aud 
the New World liad been completed." 

■ A UBinD thftC occnm eercml times in Ihia lufllorTp tuti one n&ret tc 
b4 iii^nfioncd bdL wilh loner. The KoL^lit of Ecitt i>< a Lord of ihc 
Mrs on ftmc pan of the Irish coiHt; mid from tha fonqtsnt inr?rrs1 
itUcb be hna ehova in iha cnterpriap, ud LIa stfaeruua LoitpLtnIiLj u 
aU c(HiTi?ctpd hicli It, IiQ Lda made rnatif friends, bj nbam he niU bt 
KiED«mb«red en both AiIga of EJie AiLiDtio. 



CnAPTER XI. 



OF THE fiiHxim. Qfuur EidTEUEHT fw AioGUCL ForBi.Am 

Wjioevilk ahjil! write llie liislory of popular enllia' 
8, miiEt give a large epace to t!io AtJiintic ToJc- 
L Never did the UJmg3 of any great achiera- 
ut — wbL'Llnjr ill i>eacc or war — more truly electrify 
aiioTi- No doubt, the iropresaoQ was tiic greater 
nee it took tie country by surprise. Qud tbe 
mpt auocccdwl in June, it would have found & 
pie preparcl for iL But ibe failure of tbe first ei- 
ilior, rddcd to that of ttio previous year, settled 
fiito of tUc cnterpriac in the minds of tbc pubhc 
waa a very grand but hopeless iindolatliigj aui] 
iu projector?? shared tlio lisual lot of Uiase who con- 
ceive vn;Ht designSj and venture on great enterprises, 
which are not suece^ful — to be regarded with a mix- 
^we cf deriaiou and pity. 
^^KSuch was tbe temper of the puLIic mind, when at 
^^OD of Thui^ajj the Mh of August, the folloving 
' despatch was received : 



218 



EISTORY OF THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH. 



TuniTT Bit, NEWffUL-KDLA-(ir, Augiii^L £r. iQAdk 1 

"To THE Associated Pkess, Kkw-Yobk: 

^* Tbe Atlantic Telegraph fioot sruled from Quccna- 
town, Ireland, Saturday, Jaly acvcatocnth, and met 
in mid'Oceaa Wedne^iJajj July twenly-eiglith. Mnde 
the splice ill one p,ir, Thursday, the twenty-nintlij and 
separated— the Agamemnon and Valorous, bound to 
Valcntio, Ireland; the Niagara and Gorgon, for ih\a 
pUce, wlierc iln?y arriviiJ yestordjij, aud iba morning 
the ead of the Cv^ble will bo landed. 

"It i^ Dike thousand aix: handred and ninetj-fiix 
nautical, or one thousand nine hundred sad fifty 
statdte miles from the Telegraph House at ihe bead of 
Valentia harbor to tho Telegraph Hougc at the Bay oS 
Bull3> Trinity Bay, and ibr more tban two thirds 
of tliia diatuitee tho water is over two toWgh in 
dt^pLh, The Kiltie hsw been paid out from the Aga- 
memnon at about tlie same spoed us from iLe Niagara, 
The elcctrio signals sent and received through iho 
whole cable arc porfixt. 

'*Tbe maehiuery for paym^ out tlie eable worked 
in the most satiafactory manner, and wju not stopped 
for a single moment from the time the splico was 
made until vrc arrived here. 

"Ciiptain TTiidfion, Hensra. Everett and Woodbcuse, 
tho engineers, the electriciana, the officers of the ship, 



QTSTOftT or THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH- S19 



d ia fact, evcrj man on board the Iclegrapb fleet, 
IfiB exerted htrawlf lo tbe utmoactu miike tlte expe- 
dition soeccaBful, and by tbe blessiog of Divine FfOTi- 
deuce it has succeeded, 

'^*iftcr the end of the cable is Innded and connected 
with the land line of telegraph, and ibe Kiagam has 
dificliarged some car^ belonging to the Telegraph 
Company, ahc will go to SL John's For coal, nnd then 
procctxl nt once lo New-York. 
^_ *' Ctrus W. Field." 

^^PThe impression of tins fiimple announcement it 19 im- 
^^ibssible to conceive. It waa inimwllately telegniphcd 
to nil parts of the United Stale?, and everywhere 
produced the greatest escitcmenL In some places nlL 
biiain(."S3 was suspended! nicn rufihed into the atrceta, 
an<I n*H^lied to ihe ofBces where tlie news wna ret^cived. 
An impropfii^'e scene was witnessed at a religious 
convocation in New-England. At Andovcr, Slaa* 
Bachafletts, the news arrived while tbe Alumni of tbe 
Theologital Sctniuary were cclubraliug thur H»:ini- 
ccFilennral annivoraary by a dinner. One tbousand 
persons were present, all of whom roso to their feet, 
and gave vcnl to their excited fed tngs by continued 
and enlhaaiflstiG chrcrs. When qniet was resturedj 
Kcv. Br. Ad;im*, of Ncw-Yort^ said hh heart waa too 
fklU for a speech, and auggesttd, ns tbe rnoi-e fitting 
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utterance of what all felt, tEat tbey ehould join id 
iLaaksgiviiig to Almighty God. Eev. Dr, Hawes, of 
HartfjrJ, then led t!ie aaaemblj" m ferTeut prajer, 
uckiiowledgiTig tlie great event aa from the hind of 
GoJ, ^Qd aa Giili:alated to hoateu llie iriumplia of civil- 
ijuitioa and CLriatiaTiity. Then all Btanditig up to- 
getlier, aang, t© tlie tune of Old IJuodred, the mcyea- 
tic doxologj: 

'^ Vniic Go-1, trata whom fell Llcutnga flo% 
PmiM llio all orwtuTCfl liero below ; 
Pralflc ntm nlxive, ye hpuvtiilj host, 
PruBc Taibcr, Sun, nnd [I0I7 Gbosl !" 

Tlius — said Dr, Hawea — "we have now consecrated 
tliis new poi\'er, bo far a£ our agency 13 cocccroed, to 
the building up of the trutlin'' 

In New-York tbe newa was received at firat with 
some incredulity. liut aa it was eonfirmed by siibae- 
qnent dispalclies, the eity broke out into luraultnoua 
rejoicing. Never waa there such an outburst of popu- 
]:ir feeling- In Boston a bundred guns were fired on 
the Common, and the liella of the city were rung for 
an hour to give uttcrAnco to the gencrd joy. SltniUx 
seents were witnessed iu all parla of the United Slates 
1 have BOW before me the New- York papers of August, 
1853, and from Ibe mcraorable fifth, when the landing 
UxA place, to the end of the month, they contain hard- 
ly any thing else than po]iiihir deinoL]stralions in 
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mor of tlie Atlantic Telegrapli- It was indeed a 
ItJoDal jubilo?. 

ft was natural that tliia overflow of ptibiio feeling 

lauld express itself towarilfl one who was recoguized 

tbe autbor ^jf the great work, which inspired eucli 

rivcrsnl joy_ Mr. FicUl, much to 1ii& owti surprise^ 

iwoke and found him.'wir fiimous.'* In twentjr-four 

bi3 name woiS on millions of toii^^nos. Congrat4- 

13 poured in froai all quarters, from mayors of 

^CA and governors of States; from all jarts of tijo 

fiiion and tlie British Provinces; from tlic President 

the United Stiiu-s and the Govcrnor-Goneral of 

lada. Mr, Buohanan tclegmphed to Mr- Field, at 

rioiijf Day; 

'*'Mv Dkah Sir: I congratulate you with all my 
on tliG Bucccifl of Ibe great eoterprise with wliicb 
ir name is eo bonombly connected. Under the 
iing of Divine Providetice I trust it inay prove in- 
imental in promoting perpetual peace and friendship 
twecn tbo kindred nations*" 
* The pii'pular estimate of tbe achievement nnd ita 
author went etill funber. With tbe nalurid exaggera' 
tjob common to masses of men, when carried away by 
A sudden cntiiuaiaam, ibe Atlantic Telegraph was 
hailed as an immcc&c stride in ibc onwanl prtigreaa oP 
llie race, an event in the history of the world hardly 
inlehor to the discovery of America, or to the iavczi- 



922 nisTORT OF the Atlantic telk^jhaph. 



ticra of the art of printing; and tlie nomc of its pro- 
JLTlur was coypled ■ftilU lliose of Franklin and Colum- 
bus, He wlio but ypaterdiiy wjl'^ regariled as a vision- 
rtry, to-day waa exalted as a benefactor of hia coautry 
nnd t>f cnaTikliid- 

Tills avalanche of praij* was r[Uite overwbelming. 
It ia alwaj's embarrassing to ba forced into sud' 
dt-n conapicTiily, and to find on*^ a eclf iLo object of 
general attention and applause. Wbile feelieg thift 
einbarr-'LssTneiit, Mr Field could not but b^ gratified 
to witness ibe public joy at the euccoss of tbe ent^r- 
priac^ and Lc was deeply toucbcd and grateful for the 
appreciation of hid own services. But probiibly all 
these public demo net rations did not go to hia heart so 
much as private letters received from tbo other side of 
the Atlantic, from tboso -wbo had shared the hibora of 
the enterprise — old comjianioiis in arms who hadborao 
vrhh bim the heavy burden, and now were folly en- 
titled to a share in tlio honor whioh was the reward of 
their common toil 

As a aample of tbe congratnlations wbicb came from 
beyond tbe sea, ve quote a single jjassage from a letter 
of Sir. George Sawnrd, the Secretary of tbo Company 
in Lc)itdoii, writtt^n immediately on receiving tbi; news 
of the auceess of the enterprise. Uader tlie imprcssioo 
of tliat event, Lc wrilea to Mr< Field ; 

'*Al last the great work is cucccssful. I rejuice at 
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Ibr the salcc of humanity at largo* I n-joicc at it for 

j Kike of our coinmun nalionaJItii^s, find last but not 

ttt, for your personal ^^ke. I most lieartily and sin- 

fely rejoice wilh you, and congratulate jou, upon 

id lj;ippj lurmination to the troubb and anxit^ty, ibe 

titinuous nnd persevering labor, and ncver-ceaaiDg 

id slccplt^ energy, wliitli the suGccssful accorapliali- 

£nt of iLiid vast and noble ciitcrpn:sc has cost yoiL 

ftviT was iiinn more di;vol*?d — never did man a energy 

liter desorvG sacce-ss tban yours bas done. May jou 

1 tbe boaom of your family reap those rcwarda of re- 

tco aui] aifbctioD, vbich will be doubly sweet irom 

ID ri^UecLion, that you roturn to them after having 

a<iii under I^rovidcncc the main and Icadiug principal 

t oonferring a vast and enduring benefit on mankind. 

P the contempUtron of fimie has a eharm for yoilr joa 

kav well indulge in the rcfleclion; for the namo of 

lynia W. Field will now go onwaixl to immortality, 

^ long OB that of tlie Allantio Telegraph ahaM be 

c»iown to mankind," 

' Tbo Bi recto ra, whoso fuitli and coura;^ bad been bo 
ici/crc'Iy trii;d, now fuU Joubl« joy, for their friend 
ftnd for ihcraselvrs, nt tbia glorious result of their 
ttnitcd labors Mr. Pcabody wrote tbat *^bis refla- 
tions must be ]ike those of Colambuf^, after the discov- 
ery of America,*' Sir Charle-3 Wood and Sir John 
Fakington, who, as successive First Lords of tbe Ad- 
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miraltjliad supported iTie enterprise with tUo ccm^tant 
aid of the British Goveniineat, wrote lo Mr, Field 
lottcra of congratulation on the great work which !in<i 
h&aa carrii^J ihrougli m:uuly by his energy and ua- 
conq^ierable will. Thejr were above any petty uo- 
lional jcaloizsy, and never iiaagitieU that it wouJd 
detract aught from the just honor of England, to 
awnrd full praise to the courage and enterprise of an 
Amencan. 

On hia pari, Mr. Field was cquallj anxioua lo acr 
koowiodge the invaluable aid given by olhera — aid, 
without which the elTort* of no single individual 
could tJOQinianJ succoaa. Ou hi3 arrival at St Jobn'Sj 
ho was welcomed with enttiualahm by tUu wholts pop- 
oktiou. An address was presentol to Lira l>y tha 
Execntive Council of Newfouudland, in which they 
offer their hearty conjp^tuklions on llic succ^csa of 
Ihe undertaking^, which ibev lecognizo as chiefly due 
to hifiL *' [QUniolcly ao(]^n:iinted ix^ we liave been *' — 
**^€6o are lliuir vrordi; — '*witU the energy wxd entor- 

ished yon from the coni' 

rk "f l<h'[£riiph curniftUion 

ew Worlds; r\rh\ firhng 

■ m, wc 
vorld'a 
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vliicb Mr. Field repliL-il, rccoguiaing in turn iho oor- 
did fiii]ij>ort wliicli lie bad atwa^-s received from llie 
GoveriimcQt of Newfi^uaUland. The Cluimber of 
Ootnrici\;e i>f St JoUn's also prcsoiitod an addrc*s iu 
similar terms, to irbich he replied — idler flclcnow* 
Wiping Uieir kiuJ mention of Lis own labors and 
socriQces ; 

** But it wouM not only be ungenerous, but uujust, 
tbat I should for a moment forget the ecrviee« of those 
wbo were my coworkcra in tliis enterprise, and ^vilh- 
oQt whom any labors of miac would have bcea iin- 
UTailiDg. It would bo diDlcall U? eniuntjruTe tbo 
many gondcmen wbose scientifie acquirements, and 
ekJii ftud energy have beer devoted to Ibe advuDcc- 
TDunt of tbia work, and who bave so mainly produced 
tho issue wbieb h&B called forlb tbia expresaion of 
your good wishca on my bcbalC But I could not do 
justice lo Jny own feelings did I fail to acknowledgn 
how miicb iH owing to Cajtlain JTmlsau and the ofTi- 
core of the Ningnru, whose hearts were in ibo wort, 
and whose toil was unccaaug ; to Captain Dayman of 
bcr Mi*j''s(v',s s}v[t Gorgon, for the fiounJin^ su accu- 
TStcly mado by bim last year, and for the p<;rfect man- 
DOT in vbicb be led tbe Ningara ovsr tbe grcat-eirolo 
fito while laying the cable; to Capfciin Otler, of tbo 
TVjrciipine^ for the careful j^iirvcy Tnaii? by bim In 
llMuiiy Day, and for tlic admirable manner in which 




f» 



tet to 4m0^ ^ 

ii^ of lUv «ftU^ ifti asolooiljr Bad aU/ nrjun^T 
villi Mi I'fiiiffcfrttKtfiflMrteiogUwpogria of j^- 
Mfwii tolU AnmAmm lor Oar conHiat wrtA- 
UAtmrn ; |f> Um Mm ios Umjt aloKat ecndcM bbos; 
(fmA 1 M flOfiAiltfiil tljit yijtx Mill liBiro a ffOfnl nport 
ttmn il«it tfwimtndrt% oogicNNn^ dectrkus^ uvl 
'^UtTn </n IwAnl tls« AgjiPCttnow and Valoroiuv ibo 
IimIi iri^rUj'uuf tliofUct^) to UiO DircyjUvnuf Ute At* 
bijit^ IVlugn^ili Curniwny fur llio timo Uv^ liave tl»- 
v'ji'vl t'f iljr MiifU'rUkifig wjilioiiL receiving anjcoiB' 
imn«atj'iii frjf tlfvir iv:rvjix:«, (iind ji rniiit be a plcttiire 
Ut muriv ui yiju Iji know that Uic director, wLo has 
(Uv-rUvl irixro tlitku Unn any oLlior, wtia for many 
a i^wiikril <»f tliiii [ihK*ni, mid wdl known to aJl 

I rtlliiJn l'> Mr JUi>'>kin^, «>f ly^ndoa;) to 

\ M. 1jLh]ji|iMiii, n imlivn of NowKugl'knd, bu 

h«« for iJio liuit twciiiyoovt^a yean n^idod in 

■tcij llic Krcnt importacco of thla 
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I, brining Lib souml judgmont and great buaiiicaa 
lent to tUc acrvioc of tUo Comp.itjj' ; to tbat disttQ- 
ilalieJ Araerifan, Mr, George Peubinly, and Lia most 
thy partner, Mr. Mor^-au, who Dot only iiisisled it 
jt libcrullv witU Ihcir menna, but to whom 1 couM 
Iwjijs go with coniidoace for advice." 
Sncli acknowledgmentSj consLintly repeated, showed 
a mind incupftblc of envy or jealousy j that was chiefij 
ioud to rci^gniic tlie sltvii^q* cf otliera, and that 
5j should receive from the publicj both of England 
America, the honors which they had bo nobly 
led. 

two or three dayfi' dplay at St John's, wbich 
Niagara was obliged to mnko for Goal, but which 
people spent in feetivity and rejoicing, she let^ 
New- York, where abe arrived on the eighleeutli — 
^o weeta from the landing of the cable in Triaiiy 
ly. These had boon weeks of great excitement, yet 
ti unmiDglod wllh auajvense and anxiety. Tbe pub- 
ea^r fiir news, devoured erary thing that con- 
led the lelegmpli witb imi>atienci?, but all was not 
itiafa<]tory. Uiepatebefl from Trinity Bay said that 
ignab were continually paasitig over the cable, yet 
no news reached the public from tlie other side of the 
ktlantic This was partmlly explnined by a diapatch 
>m Mr. Field. 9C'nt from Trinity Bniy to the Aaao* 
lied Press a* earl v as the eci'CQlli : 
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** We landed liere in tlic woo<l3| anti until the tel- 
egrftph iDStruraenla are all reflcV) cud pcrfcctlj acljuat- 
©d, no oomtnunicftliona can pass between tUo two oon- 
tinenta ; but the electric currenta are received ffccly- 

■^ Yon sbnll Imvc the enrliesl intimation when all is 
ready, but it may be sonic days before every thing is 
perfected* The first tLrougli message between Europe 
ond AriCricji will be from the Qneeii of Great Britain 
lo llie President of llie United Stales, and the second 
bis reply," 

But as the public grcrr more impatient, and ijii^cds 
sent anxio^is inquiring raeasages, he telegraj)ljed again 
from St Jobn's on the eleventh : 

" Before I left London, the Directors of the Atlantic 
Telcgi-:iph Company decided uniinlmoLisly ibal, after 
the cable was laid, and the Qneen's and President's 
inceaa<;>s transmitlcil, the line ehoiild bo kept for bcy- 
eral weeks for tbo sole use of Pn Wbitchouac, Pro- 
fbfiflor Thomson, and other electricinna, to enable them 
to test thoroughly tboir several modes of telegraphiEg, 
so tliat tho Directors might decide which was the test 
jind most rapid method for future use ; for it was con- 
Bidurcd ihal after tho line should bo once llirown open 
for buaiccsfi, it would be very difficult to obtain it for 
cxpi?nmental puq>06cS| even for & short time, 

"Due notice will be given when tiic line will bo 
ready for busioes^^ aud tiie larifT of prices-" 
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Still tte public were not eatisliGcl, and many wQra 
bcgianiiig to doubt, wLcn, on tho eiiilccntb, it waa 
iddenly aonounced tijat tbe Queen^a message waa re- 
sired. As tltia was between tlie lieatTs of tbe two 
i(^:iTitrio3, we gire both tbe measogG and tho reply : 

^*'To TDB Pre^tde^t or ma Uvitrd SriTESf WAamiictoM! 

" TJii^ Qaoen dt-sires to congratulate tlw ProstJcnt 
ipon the Buccossrul completion of lliis great inter- 
btioDal work, in wUIcli tUo Queen Las taken tbc 
leepest InLereaL 

Tbe Qaeen is convinced ttat tbe President will 
join wiih her in fervently hoping ttat the electric 
iblo whicb now connects Great Britain with Uic 
jkiled Siutes will prova an adUitionaJ link between 
tlie nations^ wbosa fricaibbip la founded upon tbeir 
>iiinion interest and reciprocal esteem, 
"Tlic Qaccn lias mueb pleasure in tbua eommuni- 
iling witli the President, and renewing to Lim ber 
riabes for tbe prosperity of ibe United Stales.^' 

"Wawumoiwi Citt, AueuBl 10, 16Ba 

To Heb Muestf VicTimu. rn» Qmoi or Gbeit Bmitaih: 

" The PreaiJeet cordially reciprocates the congratU' 

ttions of bcr Majesty the Qaeen, on tbe suceess of the 

it interuatioanl enterprise nceomplisbed by tbe 

Bcieoce, skill, and indomitable energy of tbe two 

roouutrica. 
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'*Itw a trinniph more gloriouSj because far more 
useful to mankind, than was ever won by conqueror 
on tbo field of battle. 

"May tlie Atlimtii; Telegrapli, irntier the bleasiog 
cif Heaven, prove to be a "bond of perpetual peace and 
iriendsLip between the kindred natioiiB, and an inatru- 
mcEt destined by Divine Providence to diffuse reli- 
gloB, civilization, liberty, and law througbout tlie 
world. 

"In iLia view, will not all nations of Cliristcndoni 
spontaneously unite iJi the declaratioTi that it shrall ba 
for ever neutral, and that its communications shall bo 
held sacred in pasaing to tbcir places of dcslination, 
even in the midf^t of hostllUies ? 

"James Buchanan," 

The arrival of the Q'iecn*3 measago wn£ the signal 
for a fresh outbreak of popular enLkuaia^m. The next 
morning, Augtist Pevcut^ronth, tbe city of New-Yoi?lc 
W&3 awakened by the tbunder of artillery. A hun- 
dred guns wcTC fired in the Park at daybreak, and the 
sahitc was nrpi?ftted at nrjon. At ihia liour, flags were 
£]yiDg from all the public bLtildlng^] and the bells of 
tho principal ciiurchcs began to ring, reminding one of 
Tennyson's ode to tlio hapjiy Cbrislmoa bells that were 
nnging out the departing yoflr: 
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King EHJl tliQ olJ, ring lu lUe DUir, 
Ring ant ibe ful^ ring in i]ie tnuL 



That ntglil the ciij was illuniinaled. Never bad it 
siiah n brilHatit Bpectncl?. It seemed ns if it we» 

Itendcd to Itglit op ttic very Lcavcua. Such was tho 
J)la£G of Jiglit uroLind Llie City Hall, that tLe cupola 

luglit fire, !ind was consumed, anJ the Hall iUelf nar- 
rowly escaped dcstractiofL Similar dt^raou^trattons 
took place in otlier parts of tbe United Statca. From 
fiiG Alloiilic to tie Valley of Iho MIssIsaippi, and tu 

le Gulf of Mexico, in erary city whs heard ihe firing 
ofgona and the ringmg of belU. NolUing Aecmcd too 
extravngant to give exprcasioQ to the popular rejoic- 

The next njorning after tliia illmnination, the Nia-< 
gara entered tho harbor of New-York^ and Mr. Keld 

Paattncd to his home The night before leaving llio 
lip, he h:id written lo a late hour to the Dircetora in 
ondon, giving a fnll rcrport of the laymgof the cable, 
ifliicb he closed by resigning tho position vrUioli Lo 
liad held for tho last sovcn months^ He wrote : 

" At your ttoanimoTia requc-at, but at n very great 
pDTsoonl soeriJlco to mysilf, I accepted the office of 
Gent-rjl Manager oftbo Atlantic Telegraph Company, 
for the solo pnrpoBO of doing all in my power to aid 
jou to make the cuterpriflo aucceasful; and as tLat 
object Ijan been jitLiincdj you will please accept inj 
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resigiiaLion, It will always afforU me pleasure to do 
any tbing in my power, ccDBiatcnt with my duties to 
my family aud iny own privclc afiairs, to promote tliO 
jiitcrealKS of the Allantie Tek'graph. Company." 

Once more with kia faniilj, Mr, Field toped for ft 
brief jiiterval of rest and quIcL lint ihi'* waa impoa- 
Hiblt-. The great eveut with wliich his name was con- 
iiected was too freali in the publio mind. He could 
not escape public observation- He was at once throng- 
ed wilh visllora, olfcring their congratiilationss and 
his house surroundt-d with crowda caiger to st^ and 
hear bini. Wiiilo maidDS all allowance for popular 
excitement, yet none could deny that a service so 
great demJidded tome publiii recogiiiiion. Even iu 
England, where the enthuaiiisra did not approaeh th.it 
in iLLs country, aliil the wonJrona character of tlio 
flcbievoment was folly acknowleilged. Said the Lon- 
don Times on the moniing of the sLxtli of August: 
*' Since the discovery of Columbus, nothing has been 
done iu any degree comparable to tlio vael onlargemoot 
vrhich has thus been given to the sphere of huEuan 
activity/' '^ More was done yesterday for the cousoli- 
tlntion of our empire, than the wisdom of onr slates- 
men, the lihcrality of our Lepalaturc, or the loj^iilly 
of otir colonials, could ever have cifected-" To mark 
the public benefit wbicb had been conferredj ths 
Chicf-Kugiuc<^r of the Expcditiot, Mr. Charles T. 
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Briglit, waa knighted, and Ciipinma Prei?flj and Aid- 

hniu were both mr^ds CompanioTia of llm BelIL, Thna 

England ahovred her apprccialion of tfitir services, 

^^m But m ihh country titltis and liouoia come not fjom 

^^■e Guvernmetit, bul from tlie people. Popular en- 

^■kusiasm oxUaiistod il^lf id eulogies of the loan wLo 

^lifld linked the Old World to tljo !New- It acems 

rtmngc now to sh dovrn in cool biood and read what 

was pnbliabcd iu Uie pa^iers of that dav- A colloc- 

tioQ of American journals issued during that eventful 

month, August, 1653, would bo a literary ourioaily.* 

kSusb ■ oari«itj dxiatg, pKp4Fi>d b; iho iadnBtrj of m gvpilaau 
,li our af tha mofli cor(?fiJ mUFcIor? of ihc Gv^ont? oT hit tiiDi>^ 
BPtlicring up vii prrKrving ibc luatciuls vt fuLure hbUiTT — Ur 
John R. ForUcLC, Sr-^^rciv; of SUte of Rhode laliuuL Tbta euQtlimun 
liaa Vipt Glej af itll tti/> pnpfr^ r4>ri.>rring (o the AilftnllDTtlt^ph, from 
vhkU ^i: hdA cDinpUvU a fcrj uuiijuc lalcimt It ii In Uic fotm of n 
■enp-bofik, trtit on m ^gaaEio Bcals, Uaiag of a iua equal to Wcb- 
■lvr*i lirgfl Dictionarjr. It Ifl ojnda up CDtirt>]j oT uofrspapoF cut' 
tingn» dit<9^fl'^ uEi'lifr dllTvrcat hcoila, md neat]/ amnged Id dnuh|« 
GOlomu Du niArLj four btiadnd fvlio piiji^ca. The niatLcr Lhiia com- 
pnivoJ would lOLiko botviwi ikroe and foof aetata voLunieA of the alio 
of Piwotl'v HiriUiritTa, it prinieJ in ihe atjie of iliote TFOrkL Ererj 
tliLag id IiiJu-Jim] LJuit cimH bi^ i^tiljLTcd |>onj iliv Eiiropcmi as hkW oa 
AniPtlMn paptrtj louoliing tin clniTfls of lIic infcnlora and projeutorB 
of Uie fflccinc lol«gmp|i In ^D«n\ uid of th# Atlatitid Tdf^pli iu 
puLiL'oLir. The hLdtoiic&t aki'tclifi nm tL-t irlT L5 LllustratJoiia tftkfn 
liWa iJkc picEoiid pii|icr& AlLoS;i;[.licr It umbrAixa icira of the uioMr 
tuJaoT a bblory of iliii fubjcct tida aaf Tolumo irjilk irbidi va vi 



23i mSTOKY QT THH ATLAin'lC TELEGRAPH. 

Nor woa it mcrclj in sucli outward dcmonsLralioiBi 
that tbe public enthusicsm abowcd itself. The feDlitf^^f 
strucTc deeper, and reached aM minds. 'Wbile ihe peo^^^ 
pie shouted and caunoQ raircd, aol>cr and tliougUtfi 
men pondered on tlic chaJigo that woa being wrough 
in tlia earLk Buainais men reasoned tow it wou 
affect tlic commerce of the world, while the pUilnntl 
pic regarded it as the forerunnerof on ngc of univc 
peace. Tlie first mesaag^ ilaahed across the sea — evpa 
before thai of the Qiieeri— liad been one of religious 
cxaltalif>n» It was from the Directore in Great Bri- 
taiu to those on tliia side the Atlantic, and, simplj ro- 
citiiTg ibefct that Europe aud America were united by 
tele-graph, at once broke into a strain of religious rap< 
ture, echoing the Bong of the angels OTcr a Sflviour'B 
birtb: "Glory to Godio the bigheal; ou earth, peaco, 
good'will toward men.'' Poetryal onec eJ^ug^t iiptha 
etnuu. The event became the theme of innuraerablo 
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Acqulaled, aod well dcacrrea the title praHiied ta iL b; tLe Uborioim-^ 

"Twi An-A^nc TKnan*™. — Iia Origin iitnl Hwtory, iritH fln Ao 
ocMiut oflhc Vayngei uflho SlenrDcrH XLii^art.aiiiAgnni0miii>o, in LaJ' 
ing LliB Culik, Hrid of tht Celebration of Ujc Gmii Ef«ht Iti Noa-TdtIl^^I 
njilaJt'lpUi, Brooklyn- KontiW, Dublmj Pids, etc. ; tojctlier wttb th 
PutfUsajonaH garmoitK, PuGlrjt and Aiiecd-^tue rclkU-ing llicroLo i aUo, ■ 
llbnori nf iLo Invpnibn of the Elwlrii: Tdf^pli. lllualratftl with 
JJaj'S, Plan.% VJi-ws, bnJ rcMraita, Collected from Uic Kewspapen 
Uifl Xiay, buJ aTriiiigci] \ry Jirho Rauell BurtlrtL I6S3." 
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aa^ tjmns, of which it must be said that, wbat- 
their merit as poetry, thoir Bpirit ftt least was no- 
lo, oelcbrating tic event cbicSy as promoting tlio 
>therbood oftiie Iiuman family. Tlie key-Dota woa 
dk. in sucli liaes as these : 



The Dailan! «iand ad muit! Apart, 
Willi i-li^qiM hHJiJs Ike i^iiitmi'iiia 
F<H!L ibrobLing^ <rf C4i^h <«trkcr'i bMFl 

^Lil, ipccd ilie caWf ; let It ran 

A Loi'iii£ )pn11« rouTiil ibo nutb, 
^nil ■]! tht natiDitt 'neat]] tlio tun 

EhaTl (»c u braLli£Fii of flUii lieaitH* 

Ab brolbrrB plcd^ng, linnJ in UaikI, 

One f[v«[mi for tbo vrorld iljnw J, 
<}d« cODiTDsrv^ OTpr irrvt7 land, 

Onn lvx£iut£« utd ouu God. 

The sermona prea^lied on iLia occaaion wens lit^^ral- 
witliout numbor. Enoiigli found their way into 
print to make a largo volumes. Never had aa ovmt 
touched more deeply the apirit of religious cntbiiainam 
Devout men liold it as an advain^e lowunl lb>it miMen- 
ntal era whiuh was nt once tho object of their faith and 
hope. Waa not thU the predicted lime when, " man/ 
ehould mu to and fro, and knowledge sltould be hu* 
eicased?'' So stud the preachers, Uilcin;^ for their f±- 
Torile t^xtfi the viaioo of tbo Pfalniiat, " Their Uiie ii 
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gone out through all ibo earth, and their worda to tlio 
end of the ivorltl ;" or the question cjf Job: ''Cunst 
tliou send forth the UghtniiigSj that iliey raay go and 
eay unto thee, llcrc we are ?" Was not this tlic dawn 
of that b:ippy ago, irhon all men should be bound 
gclhor in peaceful inlerconree, aod naliona ahi 
learn war no more? Such was the burden of the 
couraes that wcro preached in a thouaani pulpitfl from 
one end of the caaiitry to the other* Evt'u the Roman 
Catholic Clmrchj so lofty and inflexible in its claima, 
dOHriDg into tlio past centurica, and almost disdaining 
tbe materia] progress of the prcscTit day a3 compared 
with the Bpirilual glories of the Agea of Faitb, did not 
ignore the great event; and in laying tUa foundation 
of the new Catbodral of St Patrick, the largest temple 
of religion on iheoontlneut, ArchbiEhop Hughes placed 
under iho comer-stone an inHcription^ whtreiE, along 
with the enduring record of the Cbrialiaii fnith and the^ 
names of martyrs and confessors, he did nob disdain id^ 
include a brief memorial of ihis last afihicvemcnt of 
s^iem*e, anj ihe name of him who bad eouferred 
great a boncQt on manJand. 

Tiicfe public demonstrations culminated on the £i 
of Seplenibcr, when the city aulhorities gave a publiO 
ovation to Mr, Field and tbe ofBeoraof ibo cxpodiLi* 
In tkccepiicg these honor^ Mr Field had taken gi 
core tliut the Qnlish oJEccra should bo included wil 
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Lcricjiu, At St. John's lie had been notified of, 
pitended celebration, and at odcg Iclegraptcd toj 
iritisb Admir^Ll at Elaliljix: 
should coaaidcr it a yovy grcnt personal favor if 
would permit tte Qorgon, Captain Dayman, to 
ipunj llio rriagam, Captain Hadaon, to New- 
En^tish oE&ccra Eit^d Eagliali Bailore have la- 
with American oi£ccrs and American sailora to 
Atlantic cable, They were with iia in our 
of trial, and prny let them, if yoa can, share 
h UB our triampb," 

re^ufr^tt was granted so far oa th!f<, that tbe ofB- 

|,wexe allowed leave of abacnoc^ und come on to 

^York to take part in ihs cclcbrntlon, and in ull 

lonors wbicb followevl, the officers of the Gorgon 

aasociflted with those of llio Niagara, 

day ajriyed, and the celebration surpassed nny 

ig wbich the cil^ had ever witnessed before. It 

.ft mild autumn day — warm, yet wi[b a sky softly 

with eloods, that seemed to invito a whole po- 

Id into the Gtrcotd. The day commonoed with 

service at Triuity Church, which vrna attended^ 

City anthoriiics, the representatives of foreign 

i. and an immense coneourse of people, Tbc vast 

wtis decorated with evergreens ; in tba ccntro 

Bg a cross, with tbt- iuscrjption: "Glory to God on* 

and on earlb, {^oiiee, good will towards men.* 
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Wben tbe audience were a*«eraLl?d, there entei 
procession of two liundrei clorgjj headed hy Bishop 
Doauc of New- Jersey, who was lo deliver tke addrcae, 
Praj'era were offered and ScripturcB were reaJ^ ^^^ ** i 
iLlervflls the choir barst forth in those anthems ^n 
wliicU ibr agos tho Cburch has boon wont to pour forth 
ibs joy and exultation ; *' come, let ue dog iiulo tlio 
Lord/' the Qhrta in Ejicdaiitj and the Te Dettin Lau- 

At noon, Mr. Field and the officers of tho shipa land- 
ed at CasUe Garden and were received with a national 
Bftlute. A procession was formed which exleniled for 
miles through the streets from the Battery lo the Cry*- 
fcl Palace- In the procesaioii were Lord !Napier, the 
BiitL^i Minister, and officers of the army nnd rivry. 
For the whole r^iatance the streete were crowded- The 
windows and even the topa of the housf^ were filled 
witb people. Evcryvbcrc flaga and banners, with 
every device, fixated in ihe air. So dense wns the 
crowd that it was five or six hours before the proce* 
slon could reach the Crystal Palace. ^H 

Here ila coming was awiuied by an asaembly tlSP 
filled nl] the aisles and galleries. An address wns de- 
livered, giving the hiBlory of tho Atlantic TelegmpK 
The Mayor then rose, and presenting Mr. Field to tha 
audience, spoke as foUoiva: ^ 

*' Sue : Hiatory records hut few entfirpriBoa of »uc1i^ 
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ritli and muraeut' as to commaad tbe attention 
lli5 same lime onlUt tlie aympalhiea of all man- 
In oM ago3 w^LTlike expeditions havQ been uq^ 
in on a sccdo of grioidcuT auHictent to aatoaisli 
worlJ; but tiie evils wLicIi are inseparable from 
itr prosecution bave always aeat a tbrill of horror 
ugU the anxious iiaUons. The discovery of llie 
'catcrn coDtineot even, tbe grandest event of modeni 
les, woa made by an insignillcaut fleet wbieh left tlie 
irofl of Portugal without attracting the notice of the 
'ilUcd world. Par dil&roni liaa been the history 9f 
le daring and difliQiitt eaterpriBe of uniting the Old 
.'World and tbo New by meiLns of ibc eloctriG ide- 
grflpli- From tbc very outset the good, the great 
l&ud the wise of all Litidfi beneath the sun, Lavo wntcbed 
with intense anxiety, and even when doubt existed, 
Ivitb warm interest, every step taken toward the ao- 
coinplirtbmeut of what was upivcrsally arkucwiedyed 
to be ihe most momentous undertaking of an age mrnlo 
tuorv^illous by wondeiiul scientifio and mecliaaical 
ftohievcmenLa. The two greatest and freest naliona of 
tlio globe^ by iudef>cndeut constitutional Icgialation, 
and by the aid of their llncst aLipf< and their ablest 
officcra and engineers, eombincd together to insure 
auoe^ifis. Capital waa liberally Bubaeribed by private 
citizens in a spirit which put greed to the blusli. TLu 
pTCAB on both sidis ot the Atiautic recorded the cl&' 
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tiula oF tliQ progress of tha uu^ertaking willi ccrdtal 
iatorest, and secured itie generous sympatliiea of naei 
of aU kindreds and tongues ftod nations in its bc1ial£ 
Yoa were ttins fortaualo, fiir, in being identified with 
a project of bucU magnificent proportions and univer- 
sx\ concern^ But the enterpri^ ilsclf was eo leas for- 
tiinato in being projected and carried into execulioQ 
by a niiin whom I^o ohstadea ctJulJ daunt, no diKistera 
dificonrage, no doubts paraljze, no opposition disheart- 
en. If you, to whom the conduct of this great enlcJ- 
priae was asalgneJ by Llie will of Providence and tho 
judgment of your fdllow-raen, had been f^und wanting 
in oooragGf in energy, in doteruiinritlon, and in n faith 
that was tiuly anblime^ the very grandeur of ibe uu- 
ilertakiiig would only Lara rendered its failure Xh& 
more conspicuous. But, sir, the incidents of the cipe- 
dilion, and the finaJ result — too iamiliar to all the 
world to need repetition here — have dcmonatrated that 
you possessed all the qualities essential to nchieve n suc- 
ecfisful issue. It is for thia reasoa that you now stand 
out from nimong your fclluw-mcu a mark for their cor 
dial aduiiintlon and graltful applaufle. Tbe eily uf 
your home delights to honor you; your feUow-cilizcOfl, 
couscious that the glory of your buccobs is retlootetl 
back upon them, arc proud that your lot La5 been C4at 
umoug Lhi;m, Tliry kivenlreadyl^^&tified their nppre- 
cintiou of your great ecrvicea aud lieroic peraey^nujoe 
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i\\}^\u\na.[]oni, procesaioDS, screaadeSf ami addresses* 
d nov, sir, lUe municipal governtneut of tliis, Iho 
t city on llie Weaterii coniincnt, instiuct nie, wbo 
iVe never felt the honor of hehig ita chief ntagiatrate 
BO acti^iblj 03 in tbe pretsDiioe of ttiis vast oHaembldgo 
of ltd fair women aiitl EubatanUal citizens, to presont to 
you a gold box, with the sjoib of tic city cngraTcd 
tlicrcon, iu. testimony of llio fact that to you nuunly, 
under Divine ProvidencCj ibo world is indebted for 
lIjs aueae^Hil ^^socution of tlie grandost enterprise of 
our day aad generation ; and in bcbalf of the Mayor, 
A.ldonnen^ atid Comino[i:ilty of the city of New-Yorlc, 
I uow rc*jiiG?t y*>ir ncceptanc© of this token of ibeir 
apfinibattoiv In conduflion, sir, of this, the mostttgree- 
abl<? duly of uiy publio life, 1 sincerely trust that your 
duya niAy be long in the land^ nnd as prosperous and 
orable as your achievement in nniting the two 
i^pbcrca by a chord of electric communication has 
n fluccesAful and glonone.'' 
o ibis flattering a*lilri'5.H, Mr. FieM replied : 
"Sin; This wlU bo ft memorable day in my life; not 
'J becAuao it celebrates tbo buox^oss of an aobievo- 
t with which mj name is connected, but becatias 
the honor oomca from tlie city of my home — ths 
mfltropolifau city of the new world. I aeo here not 
only the eiric authorities and citi/ena at large, but 
BBjr own iKjrsounl frietids — mon witli wljom I have 
beo) ooQUCCtcd ia bu^eaS and friendly intereoui^ 
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far tbe gi>:iJiter part of my life. Five weeks ngo, tl 
day aod hour, I was sUinding oa tlie deck of iLe 
Niognra, in mid-ocean, vriih tho Goi^on atid Valor- 
ous in BLght, wfiiting for the Agamemnon. TLc day 
WH3 cold and cbeerlesa, tbe Rir was misty, and the 
wind rongbeaei the aea ; acd when I thought of aU 
tlat wc had pnased through — of the injpcs thus far 
disappointed, of the friends saddened by our rererses, 
of the few that remained to sustain ua^I felt a load 
at ray heart almost too heavy to Iwar, though my con- 
fidepcc was firm, and my determination fixed, llow 
different is the scene now before me — this vast orow^ 
testifying their sympathy and approval, praisea with- 
out stint, and friends without number E This ocOA- 
Eion, sir, gives mo the opportuuity to express my 
thanks for tbe enthusiastic receptjoa which I have 
received, and I here make my !u:knowledgmeiit3 te- 
funs this v;ist concourse of njy ftUow-cifizcns- To the 
ladica I may, perhaps, add, that they have had their 
appropriate place, for when the cable was laid, the 
ilrat public message that passed over it carae from 
cne of their own sex. This box, sir, whieh I have 
the honor to receive from your hand, shall Icatify to 
me and to my t-bildi'en what my own city thiEiks of 
my acta. For your kindness, sir, exprcssod in suah 
flfl-tteriog, too flattering terms, and for the kindness 
of my fellow-citizens, I repeat ray most heartfelt 
thanks*' 
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3 cnibufiiasm with whick this ciddrc^a wua re- 
ceived reached its lieiglitj when at tho close, Mx. 
Field advanced to the etlga of tho platform, and 
uarolling a despatch, held it up, sajiog: "Gentlemen, 
1 LftVG just received a telegraphic messjige from a little 
Ttlhige, now a fiubarb of New-York, which I wiU read 

to jou: 

'^LONTSox, September 1, 1858. 

i** To CTHC3 "W. FiELB, New-Yort : 
**ThB directors are on tlieir wa/ lo Valeutia, to 
lake arr.ingetnents for opening the Hue to the pul»- 
0. They convey, tbrougli the cable, to yott and 
our follow -citizens, their hearty cod gratuUl ions and 
^ood wishes and conllally aympaLliiae in your joy- 
ous celehraLioQ of the great inlemaliounl work.''* 

A gold niptinl waa presontcd to Captain Hudson, 

rtlh an .-ultircsf*, to whteh ho mode a fitting reply, 

lilartestimoniaU were presented to all the English 

itAiua through Mr. Archibftid, tlic Bniiah Cooaul, 

TliA hlalory at ihid dc4fiAl«U ii furioui. Thoti]^ ObLcU iil Luh' 
1l W4A HDt Ticm K fmall town in IrtkucL The dirccUin were 
'taa ih^lr vnj tnm DuUia Lu TduaLiK, rm Uifi [riDniLiig of lie flnl 
nr Svploniber, wbpn Mr. Snntnt r<<iniirli?<[ : "Tliii U ihc dnj of lUo 
ixUilitmiiMA ia NuW'Tork — we (niglit to fcnd ■ dcapitdi lu Ur. Field." 
/(CTiJinj-lj, lit tl« firal stopjiin*fl»M, (iro ibmlt li win MaIIow EU- 
llAn,) iliD mi?«Mgi> wu vTiiiit^a^ utiJ fdrwAnlpd to yii]i.>jiiJj|, uii] lUence 
Afm? arroH the Atliinda. It vm put luic Kr. (li^lJ'a tauJ Juatoa bo 
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wlio lejjlied ftir liis absent count rjmca, after yvhli 
t]iQ -whole auJience rose U) tiieir feet, i\s llie bain 
played "God save tte Queen." 

Il "wos lan^ aficr dork when iho excrcbea closed, 
aud tbe vast multitude difipenwd- ^M 

The niglit witnessed one of tliose dlsplnya for wliicli^^ 
KevT'Tork euqiasses all llie titica of the world — a 
firemen'a torchligbt proocaaion — a display such ae waa 
aflcrward giveu to the Prince of Wakii, but wbicb 
filiall probubjj witness no more, sioee tlie Volunteei 
Fire Dopnrtment is disbanded. 

But one day did not exhaust tbe public enthusiasm 
The next evening, a grand bninqiiet was given by thfti 
city ftuthoriiioe, at which wero present a great miml 
of diaLiEigiiiahed guests. Lovd Napter sjioke, in laii' 
giiage as liappj ns it wna eloquent, of tins new tic iht 
was formed between kindred dwelling on opposil 
aides of the sea, and awarded tho highest praise to thi 
one whom he roeognized as the iiuibor of tbia great 
achievcracnL Mr, Ftt^W repUed, modestly disclaim- 
ing tlic *'too much honor" thai woa heaped upoa 
him, Baying that it did not belong to liim alone, ai 
seemed most onxioua to do full jusiiee to allj ou 
EJdes of the Atlantic, who had sliored in the grcJ 
work. 

Of course, we have no wi?h to recall tiese faded 
tiWtioe, or to rchonrso nil the acntimenta ond spocchi 
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t!iiit night of rejojoing. It is b.^yond tho power of 
ly artist to rc-producc aach s. carairali for bo oannot 
[t oa can7ii3 tbe ajjirltof tbe scene. Eroii in trj- 
t^ rotnli it noiiT, wc feel 

LLke GOB vho tffinda nloa* 
SomJ bui'iuct-linU dc?crlo<i. 

Slnou Ibon, yoaTS liare passed, and tlic shouts and 
cliecrs tli^LL ruug in thiit ball Ij^vo diod away to &n 
echo. Spoakera and aclora, many of them, have 
pjisacd from the earth* Iliippy is it if wa may saj, 
thM tho work which they cclcbratod, remains, 

TTliUe these demonstruliona coutlnucd, erery oppos- 
tg voice was hushed in the choras of national rejoic- 
iog; yet somo Uioro were, no doubt, who looked on 
with silent envy or wliiapered delroctioa. But wbo 
could grudge th^e honors lo the hero of the hoar — 
honors so liardly won, nttd wliich, as it proved, wero 
soon to giro placo to Larsh ccuaurcs and unjust itupu- 
taiions ? 

Alas fjr all bmuaQ glory) Its palbs load but to 
the ^ravc. Dcfith ia tbo end of human ambition, 
Th:it veiy day that- a whole city roao up to do 
hoiiur hi tho Atlantic Telegraph nnd in author, it 
gfxvo i^ Inst tbrob, and that Hr^t cablo was thence* 
th to sleep for ever silent ia its ocean grave. 



C[T AFTER XIL 

BlTSDIIi SrclTA^aE DT THE ClBLR. KlACTIO^f Of PtTETLIO FEtLtMO^ 

Gbavl ScaPicioNH or Bad TaItil Did tiik Cible xvkb. Wnu ! 

The Atlastic cable was dead ! That toohI fell 
lioavy OS a stone oa the henrtsof tbosa who bad staked 
BO much upon iL What a bitter disappolniioent to 
their hopes f Li uW the en.)enencc of life there arc Jio 
Biiddcr momenta than those in which, after yeara of 
iiDxiouB toil, striving for a great object, aad aflcr imo 
supreme moment of complete success, tho fmit of all 
tlieae labora becomes a t'>tal wreck. Vain ia all hu- 
man toil and endeavor. The yenra thus spent are fled 
awnj ; the lubor thrit was to liave borna such rich 
fruits of glorjj 19 lost ; and the prolonged tension of 
the olud b^ the excitement of hope and ambition, und 
tlie Tnomeiib.iry drenin of bucccs*, reacts to plunge il 
iiiti a. dcoper depression. So wa;* it here. Ycftra of 
Jnbor and millioaa of capitiil were swept away in OH 
Jjour into the bosotn of the pitiless sea. 

Of course the imijtinn of the publie miod was very 
great As lU elation had been so eitravngnnt byfoi 
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waa now silent tmi almost sullen, Pcopio vera 
iLadiM of ihe'iT late etitLaskaam, nnd disposed to re- 
igo tbemaelTe^ on those who bad bet^it the ohjectfl 
iheir idolatry. It is inatrnclive to read the pnpcra 
the day. As soon as iLwaa evident that the Allan- 
caLle w^ a dead lion, many Imstcoed to giva it a 
parting kick. There was no longer any dispute as to 
who wna the author of the great achievement Bival 
claimants quietly withdrew from the field, content to 
Iravehim *' aloiio in his glory," 

Matiy cxplotiationa wero oEfcrod of this eudden aoe- 
ponsion of life. One writer argued that iho Telegra- 
phic Platc^ku was only a mylh ; that the bottom of tho 
oeeau was jagged, and pree.ipitous j and that the cable 
piLSwd oi'cr loEly tnoumaiii chaiaa, and had hung ma- 
]><^uded from the peuks of submarine Alps, till it broke 
\d fell into the treraocdoua depths below. 
Lut others found a reav^ier exjdanation. With the 
iral leodeocy of a populnr excitement to rush from 
extreme to the other, many now believed that 
whole thing was an impogitioa on public ereda- 
', n sort of " Moon Uoax ^* or a glgiiatLC speculation. 
An elaborate article appeared in a Boston papcr^ 
hca*led with the aknniDg question, " Was the Allan- 
tic cable a humbug?'* wherein Uic writer arguod 
Uirough ^veral columas that it was a huge deception. 
A writer in an English paper also made merry of the 
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oelabnilioa ia Dublin, where a bfluquct waa <;ivea to 
Sir Chark^s Brlglit, ia an article beiiring tliB omioous 
tlile; ** Very like a whale I" ThU writer proved not 
only thai tho ALlnntio cable waa never loid, but tbal 
such a thing was iiiaLbetDatically iuijiosalble. But dncc 
Le turned out lo be a crazy felloWj whom the police 
bnd to take into custody^ his " deraooatralionB" did 
not make mucK imprcaaion on the public. The diffi' 
cidl.y of fiarling a jnolive for the peipetratlon of Buch a 
stupendous frauJ, did not at all embarrass these iage- 
nious wrilera. Was it not enough to noate the world 
atare t to furniah something to ihc gaping crowd, even 
ihoiii^b it were but it nine days' woiuli^r? TIiosr who 
thus reasoned eeeined not to reflect that aueh decep- 
tions rLTc always sure to be iband out; thnt one wtio 
goes up like a rocket may come down like a stick ; 
and that if by f^Jsi? me:ins be h^i^ matle him.'^elf mt ob- 
jeat of popular idolatry, he is Jikely lo become the 
object of populiir indignation. 

But others there were — sharp, shrewd men — wko 
thought they could see ihroogh a raill-9tc»ne farther 
than their ncighhora, who shook their licadfl with a 
lt(]owii]gair, and i^aid : "It was all a stock specula- 
lion." One writer stepped before the public with llifS 
sotemu inquiry: '* Now that the parent cable glorifica-' 
tion h over, we should lihc to ask one question^ How 
many ebarca of hia stock did^r. Field si;]l during iUe 
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ntk oF August S" This Lo eridentlj- thought was a 

Ucslion wLich could not be answered, cxctipt b^ aa- 

owle(3gingin great iiojiosiiion on the public. If this 

illiant inq^uirer alter tru-tU reoily desired to be in- 

mad, we could have referred liim to Messrs. Qeuige 

hody Sz Co., of Lou(3on, with whom wna deposiled 

of Mr. Field's stock at the tiiue, ond svlic, during 

at mcraomble month of August, st>ld juH one sJiarc^ 

d that at a price below tlie ]Kir value, wliith was 

id by Mr. Field bitnsclf. Wholiier this was an ob- 

L auQBci<.'iitly great to act two bcmi3t'boi'05ia& blasCf 

te !eava biin lo judge, 

L To thofie who have followed this narniiive, all thcao 

pT^jectLircd and suspLoions will appear very absurd, 

^beae personal rdJcctions ve vrould Ireat with coa- 

bmpt, a^ a mm of chumcter always sconia an iinputa- 

Q on Lis pcraoQat honor. But while we despise 

CSC anonymous scrihbter^, aa they deserve, yet we 

iiw tUe fact that many Uoncst people not difl- 

(o think tril were eorely perpleidl Th:it tiie 

le aiiould conLiuu<; lo werk f jr three or four wcckft, 

vi Oicn ^top f!ic vcrrf dti^ of tftc Gclo^ratf'an, wo3 a cir- 

mstanco certainly very singular, If not saspidous; 

k1 it wa^ not to be wuudL'red ui Lhut it ^huoJi excite 

painful feeling of doubt, ThU diairuat is quite nft- 

and ought not to be matter cither of offence or 

rise. On the contrary, those who are fully satiaAod 



«*3^^^^ 




I 

4 

- An I 



260 HtSTORT OF THE ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH. 

of llie Sicta, ought ratlier to be glad of tlie ajiportuoi 
wliicli sucli questions afforJ, to pri^sent in full Uic 
p]e3t viEidicutioUp ^ 

To answer all inquiries, wc propose to give a 
brief hiflJorj of the working of the Atlftutic cable- 
wad lauded on boLk sides of tbe oce&n on tUe fifth 
August, The last recorded message passed over it on 
the firit of ScpU^raber, one day short of four weekfi. 
Witbm that time there were sent exactly four Inin^ 
drcd me^^sageB, of which two hundred and s^vcnty-oiifi 
were from Newfoundland to Ireland, and one hundred 
and twenty-nine from Ireland to Kew found hind. Of 
ihcsCj the greater part were merely betweeu the op^j, 
tore thcmsclvea, respecting the adjufitmcnt of ins 
meuL% and working the telegraph, which, while 
furnished decisive evidence to Jiem^ are of no force 
the public. Of course an operator, working with a 
battery on the shore at Yalentia, or at Trinity Bay, 
watching htB instrument, and seeing the spark of iTglit, 
needs no other evidence of an electric curreut that Las 
passed through the cable- He sees it, and knows, aa 
if he saw the flash of a gun on the coast of Ireland, 
that it id a light which has come from beyond thd Bca 
When bo hoars iho lamiliar click, ho knows tbat it w 
L voic^ whispering to him out of the boaom of the wa^ 
lera. But these aru of tio vMhit* to the public as dtx^d- 
log tlio iact of actual comrnuuieation. What tlwj 
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is ptiUic m^ssnge^ conveying nevt^s from one 
kisphere to the otlier. Of these, tbere vrero not a 
H number, for obvious rcoaona. Tbc cnblp, dur- 
llie four weeks of its e_\isleiice, never worked 
^ecdy — that ia, fis a lai^d line works, transmitiing 
Klg<«fi freely and rapidl^i and with perfect aocu- 
It workcii, bat slowly, and with frcqueiit inter- 
ions, fbr rensnoA wfiich we will stala, nnd which, 
think, will sfllisfy any one that the wonder ia, 
thflt it did BD little, but that it did so muoh. 
To begin with, the caUc wd£ not eonatructed ia 
most perfect mann'T. Its mntera, tlnHigh the best 
in the world, iiad liofl but liule experience in 
nig dcep'i?':a cables, > No line over three handred 
loDg had ever been laiiL 2. li had been made 
than A year before. After it was finished^ part of 
beett Goilod out of doors, where it wibs exposed to 
miQg sun, by which, as was afterw:ird fonnd, the 
percba bad been melted in many pliteea till the 
hiTJun was nearly destroyed, 3, It had boeu put 
3nrd tbc sLipa in 1857, and .-liter the dr^t failure, 
been taken out and eoiled on the dijck al Ply- 
^j and then re-shipped in 1 85$. Thns it had 
t'flriated and ualwiatcd, aomo portions of it od 
y 03 Icn times. Then the half on board the Agft- 
on WAS so shaken in Uie terrible gale of June^ 
it was seriously injured, and some portiona were 
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cut out and coatlemned. Take all tUeao tliiogs 
tlicr, and the wonJer ia, ool that the cable failed 
a montli, hut tfiat it ojer loarked at aU. 

Owiug to this impftired atnte of tte cnble, we ^mi 
falljtbat it did not work |ierfect]y. Signals came an 
went, ivhich showed that llie electric current pias 
(Veelj from shore ta abore, and gave promise tli 
with more delicate instmmonts it could be lauglit to 
apeak pJainlj, But for the present it spoko alowl/ 
and Willi Llifficuhy. It ofleii took Lours to get throogli 
a single despatch, if of any length. "Witaeas tho 
lay in trarifctnittiug the Queen's message. These 
qucnt interriipliona were aacnbcd to various causca, 
Somuljmea It was cartli-cLirreola; at olLer.'^ a tlmiider- 
dtorm wfts raging. Thua, on the mommg of Thu 
day, the tweuty-sixtli of August, there waa a viole 
storm in Newfoundland, heavy raiu^ aeeompaaied b 
thunder and liuhiiiirig. At three oVlot^k, ibe lightning 
was BO iatensc that for about an liour and a lialf llie 
end of the oable had to be pat to the earth for proloo-^fl 
tiun. After that the atorra cleared away, and at seven ^t 
o'clock the weather is reported us being very fine. But 
oaide from these local and temporary causes, tho roal ^ 
diftieulty wjih in l.hc cable itBcH^ whose insalation luid^H 
been f:ttally impaired, and wliieli was iiow wearing out^^ 
its liffj on llie roclct! of the sea» Tlje^o causoa made ita 
speech dilBcuIt and broton. Yet somctimca it Hashed 
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with auddea power. Thua, in ona coae, a message 
UB sent firjiu Uie oflict? at Trinity B:iy to rrcliinJ nod 
AH answer received back in two minuUs. Such juci- 
ntB cxcikd tlio liveliest bopca tbnt all difficulties 
oulil bo speodilj overcomej and jiialified ibe mes- 
Kt^cs wliich were sent to tLe New-York papera from 
diij to dav, tliftt tlie instruEncnts were beiog ndjustcd 
tj wbicli it w^ expected tUat tbe Ildc would £oon be 
ui ill perfect working nrder, and be tLrown open to 
piablic But these flashes of light proved to be 
1v tlie flickering of thi3 flnmc, that wns Boon \o be 
txtingnishcd in the eternal darkness of tiic waters. 

But the question wlilch the tDBmles of the AtlunLic 
Tolngrnph have choaea to laJao is, not whether the 
cable worked txst or dow, hut whtthcr %t cf«- u^rh^d <ti 
o?l Uiippil^, iLb is a question which can enAAy be 
sotdtxl, sinoe it la one aimply of fucU and dotes, wbith 
can be ascertained by referring to the flics of the Eng- 
ish flnd American pftficra. Of conrae wLnt wo ask in 
IfiC-ia^] is meaa&geocoDlainlngjitio'di ]^erc congratula- 
,1005 betwsen the Queen and the President, or the 
Kayor of N^ew-Tork and tho Mayor of London, prove 
nothings fjt those might bo j»rcparcd beforehand, if 
we ^uppo^ a design to impose on the credij]iLy of the 
publicv But the dceimve test is this: Was ibere nt 
Qny tinio within that month published in the Kngliah 
Qi Amenean jouruali^ ^'EWS whiuh eouJd not be nutt- 
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ter of guesa or conjectare, nnd williin. a time too sliort 
for itfl possible tmnsraisaiori in any other way? If 
tLiscai be prt>ved beyond all doubt, even in x few 
instaticos, the question is decideil, far the argument is 
just 03 strong with & dozen cases as with a tbausand. 
Wo give, Itcroforc, a fow dates, the ocourncy oF which 
aia be testetl by any one who witl take the trouble to 
examine tl^e Engtisli nnd Amencnn papers : 

L On Snturday, tbe fourteenth of August, the steam- 
ehipa Arabia and Europo, the former bound for New- 
York nn\-\ the latter for Liverpool, caine into collision 
off Cape Raco, Tho nccidem was not known in lliis 
city until Tuesday, the seventeenth, eiiicc it could not 
be lei eg r,i plied here tiU the Arabia leaoherl IlaliiM or 
the Europa St. John's, into which port she pTit for re- 
pairs. As soon as the news reached New- York, the 
Agent of the Coojpanj, Mr. Nininio, (Mr. Cunard hini- 
self being then in England,) at once prepared a dea- 
paieh to bo sent to relieve immediate anxiety, Thia 
waa not forwarded to Newfoundland^ na peremptoiy 
orders had been given not to transmit any private bu- 
dnc^ messages to go through the eablc until the lino 
waft fully open to the publie. But llie next day Mr. 
Field arrived in New- York, and Mr Nimmo applied 
lo him, Soein"5 the urgency of the ease, be ordered it 
to bo forwarded. It was accordingly sen l* and nrrivcd 
in London ou the twenUtth, giving the Grat news t]ut 
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received of the ftccideat. Tbis w-is repeatedly 
ted by tbc late Six Siimucl Canard, of London, and 
oonfirmcd by Mr, Edword Canard, of Now-York, 
The measag&was piiblialked in the London pnpets of 
Ue twenty- first, nnd is as^followa: 
** Arabia m oolliaion wiili Earopa^Capo Race, Satur- 
J. Arabi.i on ber way. Head slightly injured. Eu- 
a lost bowsprit, cutwater; atem spruug. Will re- 
in in St, John's ten days from sixloentb, Persia 
Oalb nt bt. John's for moiU pod poaacngcrs. No iom 
of life or limb." 

Thva first news message was not onlyavery declaivB 
e D£ to ibo fad of telegraphic communication, but 
e which showed the henefiia which it would oon- 
Mr, IViUiam E. Dodge, a wcU-known merchant 
evr-York, aajs; '* I was in Liverpool &t the lime, 
d espocli tig friends by the Europa, Any delay in the 
arrival of the ship would Lave cansoi great anxiety. 
But one morning, on going down to the Exchange, WQ 
w j)03ted up this despatch received the nigTit befcra 
hy the Atlantic Telegrajih. All then said if the cable 
never did any thing more, it had fully repaid ita cost." 
"Well may he add with devout fi^^ling: "It seemed 
w if Divine Providence had perraitted the event, to 
furnish a testimony which could not be deoied, to the 
icidiiy And the benefit of thi,^ new ni'rans of commuQi- 
oatioD between the two conlineuLa." 
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IL J'flsr^mg over ill! lliemes&a^sexi?hnngeil beLwi^ou 
jtKe operators aX the staiiona, the congnituktions of 
I Queen and Pr&^idontj and of the Mayors of New- York 
and London^ we coinc to another news dcspfttch ; Aa^ 
gust twcnl_7-fif\lij Newlbundland reports to Tylcnlia: 

*' Peraia lakes Eui'opirs pasaen^cra and mails, Grt-at 
rejoicing everywhere at success oF GaLlc. Bopfires, 
iireworkSf /tfu.r t/c jwe^, spefrcliea, balls, etc., Jfr, EdJt/, 
i/ie Jimt arid hesl leyji-apher in the ;Satcs, ditd to-dny. 
Pray give some newa f<jr NeW'Torkj tliey nre mnd 
for rows/' 

In the ftlrt>ve despattli, wo remark esijecinlly oua 
item, the dejiili of Mr. EdJy, nn aiinoimcomont wliidi 
llie wriUTp wlio was tlico Im Europr.', read Jirst lo the 
Lordon Times, and whioli arrested hia attention, a3 lie 
Lad some acquaintiince with thnt gemlc^man-* Those 

■ Bit- Jiunfs EiJi]y dint Biiibl^nLj, Bt HiiHin^ton, Yevnu^a., Noiidny, 
Aqgiial iwpntj'thinl, 1S,1\ pt itn uVUw:^, lltUtn irhnTcs \M. Tlio 
tijwt dny und lour tp K'niJi from lib widow, nho la now liflnK U 
BiwJiljn. Tlia rpffS iiM ttls^gmplied to XfW-York, and from ih-'i-a 
■tint tn Ti^ry Bay, from nlilnh it Tma forHriirdt>{L !□ rulpiilfii^ aitil 
ftppearei] In t!io London Tlmei TTcdiiPHLi}' uioming. Tbus am firiy- 
vij^lil hoiria liiid L'1ii[i4eil afVcT fae brcniUcd Lil» lut« before it wis puli- 
IWicJ lu EnpliinJ. If nu/ouo wbliea lo hw tUo doipitpTi^ h* wiU li*nJ 
• filff of llt^ fdiidon Tiin» in the Astor Ltbniy. 

r^ &— SILgliL Ji9(*nepjaiit:i«s nix ^oinclliucs tba alnn[j;Hl pwalEile 
cnitdmiAlJan of Irulb, u Htey pUr>T th4( Ehcrs wm do Iboii^al <if 
ImpM^Liuri, Cue of lliesQ nppcKn lioro, Tla« dsapituh i« d»l<'l Aii^'t'I 
tiTDnij-llfiliH «ehI au>« Ur. EiMf djisj £u-Jl>|i, and jel it ii puldiilioi] 
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vlio ar^ue fio atrt^nuously fur tlie theory of colluaiou 
Hud J'?t'L'ptioii, niuHt bii aomewljat ciiibiirraaaed to ue- 
oount for tltifi* Do tbey suppose tbat thte deutli wna 
n mnttor of ctjnoort and dosi;^ii 7 Uiat Mr. Eddy died 
oil tU;il A\v, so llicil a racsaaj;c» whicli tiicj must assume 
to liavc Lt^n scfit two wt^cka IjL'forehjuidf coulJ ba 
provijd correct? This is an rtbsurdity too gross even 
for Ibcm, yet to sucU absurdUica are they rcducod by 
Jt*i]i;d lli;iL aulheriLlc mi'ssagus ever paased over tiio 
ALlatilic t'uUo. 

To tbu d^-iriAEid fi)r news in tbo above desp^itch, a 
reply wus at once relumed: "Sent Lo Ltmdou for 
uowa/' Aud luter the same diy came tbc followiog: 
*' Nortli-Amcncan with CaBadian, ai^d tlie Asia with 
dirrcl Bosli'n mails, leave Liverpool, and Fult^jn, 
Sou til mnp Eon, Sntunlfly next. Tn-day's morning pa- 
pers have long, iatcr^sting reports by Bright, Indian 
nevrs. Virigo arrived ai Liverpool to-dny; Bombay 
datC9 nineU'riith July. MaLiny boing rapidly qi^cllod." 

A dospatcli of the same dale, August 2r>ili, alflo 
ruinoiincoa pcacu with China, The wh-^lo yfa£t ra- 
ccivrd nt Trinity Buy ubout nine ocluck r.H., and 

In iliD lyitiilnii Tlinr* til llie umn ilhl?, IToi' li ElilK * U w\m tpul 
Ivtvwn niiiu uiLtl 1<|| o'uh'-^k at iklgltL uf tlir lir^uLj-ruurlli. "Iim tlip 
«|Vnk«ot ■ouU UT 'Afji Jitjf uf 4 piri-« <>r noai jufi Kwirvd. bill Lq 

Taor* ifaitii vhnv Itixin liirr. Afoonlliiplr U ip piiblbtki'<1 In lliv LundoB 
Tiuin, <J«I«4 Av^l ivvnij'Aflh, flnr-rlarw miuutvapiM thflva l«^ 
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would Imyo been sent on at once to Nevr-York. bi 
that tbe land liuea in Kova ScotJu ^vere closed at lli 
hour. It was pent ihe next inoining, and iip[«art\l q 
iJie eveniug papers of tlie Iwcniy-aixlb, 

By referring ogiiiu to tlie London Timts, the reodi 
will see tbat tlie newa fmm China was pitblisbed 
Lutidon on the twentytbird of August It ]s (hei 
givea as vtn/ imexpccu^d newSj so that it could not bni 
been a shrewd gocaa on the part of auy body either ij 
England or America, It took the public by snrpTL 
both for tb(? news iiseTf and /or the ujatf in u-fticFi 
camd — which waa not by India auJ the Hcd Sea, bi 
by St. PcLerabiirg, where it anived on the tweniy- 
firal, having been brougbt overland by a courier 
Prince Gorteliakoff. From thero it was telcgrspbed 
to llic Government at Pori^, and thence to Loadon, 
Tbe Timta commeuLs ou lliia rouiidiibout wuj Iq which 
iutalligeuce BO important readied England. Yet tbii 
ncwp,&o unlookcd for, nuaounced in Loudon only 
the morning uf tlie twenty-third of August, was pul 
liehed in Ntw-YoHv on the twenly-slxlb. 

IIL August iwciitj-aeveuili, eorngsastin longer dt 
patchy wbich wc gire in full: ''George Saw ard, Seen 
tary Allanlic Telegrapli Company, lo Associated Pr* 
NeW'Yort News for Amencu Ijy Allantie cabli 
Emperor of France returced to Paris, Saturdayn Ki( 
of Prussia too ill to visit Queea Victoria. Her ^a^' 
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I7 ixtiims to England iJiirticth of Aiiguat.— St Pelcre- 
biirg, tiATtiutj-firsi of AugiiaU SelllL^meiit of Cliincso 
question. Chm^iae empire opeucd to IraJ^ ; Ciiristian 
ivIigioD allowed; foreign diplomatic agcnta udmitlcd; 
iridcmuit^ to England acd Fraata — Alexandria, An- 
grist ninth, TUo Madras arrived at Suez scventU inst 
Batos BomUsy to the ninotccatli; Aden, tUlrty-fii-st 
Owalior iiisiir^nt anu/ brokeu up. All India be- 
coming lrani|nil," 

This despatcli enibodit^a about a dozen distinct items 

ncvr^ not oiie uf wiiieU could bo known without & 
tclt'j,'rn|jhic conimiinitJiition- The wliolo was rct^ived 
fcL NL*W'Ytjrkj and piiblislied in the evening pipi^ra 
t/ic same thy. 

IV. Not to be oul-Jonc in giving ijcws, t!ic nc:it 
d.iy, Satunlay, August tvfcuty'^igbtb, NuwfouadJaud 
thus replies to Valentia: 

"To Ttit; DiJtECTOjs: Take news first, Saward. Sir 
WUliam William-^ of Jviira, arrived Halifax Tuesday. 
Ettibu^iaslieally received, Ijiiinen&e jifooLsaion— 'Wul- 
oome addrcaa — feeling reply. Ileld Icvee-plarge uum- 
bor presented. Niagara eailftl for Liverpool at 000 
tiiii moiaing. The Gorgon arrived at ITalilax last 
Digli!. Yellow ftjver in New-Orli^ins, sixty to seventy 
deaihs per day, Alao declarod cpidemie, Charleeiou. 
Great prcpamtiona in New- York and other places for 
(^Icbratiou, to be beld tbe first and sl-coui] of 
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September. Kew-Yorkers will make it the grcateal 
galji-flay ever known in tliis country. Hemiatin sailed 
for Fraser's Jlivtr; p'\jl buiiclrcd pa^Bcngcj?. Pritica 
Albert eailed ycsterdaj for Galwaj^. Arabiti antl 
Ariel arrived New-York ; Anglo Saxon^ Quebec ; 
Cjinadaj Boston. Eiiropa Icfl St. John's lUis mommg- 
Splendid nmora B;iy of Dolls to-niglit, c^iteoding over 
CLghty-firc decrees of the horizon/' 

Let any one examine carefully ibis dtspat^ili, con- 
sidering the minutonesa of the details— which eonld 
not be known or conjectured— such as the appearance 
of yellow fi;?cr at New-Orleans, with the natiiber of 
deallis a day : the sailuig or arrival of 8even steumeis ; 
the number of passpagers for Fraiwra Hirer, etc — and 
then exami ao tho Loadon Times, and sec that ul! thCBO 
itema appeared in it Monday morning, Au^jst thir- 
tieth, and if he does not admit that collusion or dccep- 
tioD is out of the question^ no amount of evidence 
could coavince him. 

V» Wo will ^ive hiit one proof more. On ih^; last 
day of Au^ist, the <lny b^fi>T'e llie cable CQas<.''l lo 
work| Talcntia sent to Newfoiindhiud two me^sagoa 
fur ihc British Governmcut, both eigncd by "tho 
Militniy ^^^■^:lvtary to th-! Conimniiilrr-iii-Chit^f^ TToisr 
fiiiaril-*, r^oniloa/* and addressed — the first to GPii^ral 
Trollope. HaliraXj wbieh aaid, " Tho sixiy-seooad rogi- 
kt \a not to return to Englanc] ;" aod tho olbcr to 
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tlie Gcnci^l OiBcer ccmmanUing at MonlKnl, aajingi 
'^Tlie Tliirty-Tiiutli R'giment is not to reLiim to Eng- 
liinl_" Thia was Tbo time of llie Sepoy reliellioiij BDd 
ll*0 Gos'crnnieiit bad sent out onJera by mail for lliose 
two rcgimcnta to embflrk immc^lialclj for home, to be 
B(Mit Lg Iiiklia. But tlic inuLlny bciEg uc^nrly supprtrsj- 
et]j iliis was found noi to be necessary, nrtd llii? prompt 
COiinloriainnJiDg of tlie order by telcgTxipb, saved cbo 
rritUh Government, in the cost of IrausporLiLion of 
not leas ihaii fifty tliouaunJ jiounOa, The dee- 
piLtcb to Uahfax waa rocoived the some dny that it was 
^6cut fiom L'^qJoUp The sending of tLia dcspakli, find 
its nlmu^L immmliutc rccoptiuu, is utit^sted hy jui oSi- 
;<»al Ictttr from tUc War Office in London. 

But why muJliply ar^mcnts? Tinj iiict^ hero 
[ipvon arc accessible 10 all who hare the carnlor and 
ktho patii'[ice to cxamiae. Let any iniia take lIii: fili^ 
I of Knglt£h and American pnperB iasucd durjpg that 
'month of August, and compare them day by day, and 
ijf he is noi thoiougldy satirtfied tli;it ii greiit number 
I of Authentic messages passed over the AUantie cubic, 
10 is beyond the reach of human testimony. Hia caito 
one of "invincible ignorance." Neither would b<: 
; peratioded ibough one rose from the de^d. 
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TUX Pebphv <icr-r — Ktmurs ro mist Capttjl is Tni Usittn Jitati* 
AXP ra E?caLi3(i — Brict Hjstvbt 9V tus ^ut Fits Ycxkb. 



It takes a long tima to recover from a great flis- 
Qstur. Wlicii al last tliR rrien<l9 of tlic Atlantic Tele- 
gniph were oblige<l to confess that the cqLIg liadceaaei' 
to work ; when all the eiforta of tho electricians fail 
lo dmw more ihari :\ few faint wbispers, a dying gaap^ 
fVtjm the di^prba of tbt- sea, lliero enauod in llie jiublio 
mind a foaling of profound discoamgeo^CDt. For 
time this paralyzal all efiurt to revivo the Companj 
and to renew the enlerpriae- And yet the feelkg, 
though natural, was oxlreme. If they had not don 
nU they attempted, they had accomplished muc 
Tlicj had at least drmonatrated the posfiibilily of. 
laying a cable across tlio AUantic Ocean, and of send- 
ing mf*asages through it This alc»ne was no email 
triumph. So men rensoned wiien aiher reflection 
iDturned, and nt length the tide of public coiiGJene^. 



le-^i 
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which had ebbod ao sExongly, began to reflofl 

once more to creep up the shores of England. 

But when a. great erteiprise has been overtli 
and lic6 profitrale od the oarih^ the first icopulso 
friends is to call ou Cssor for help. So the fii 
|ieal of the AtknlJc Telegmph Conip:iny was 1 
British Goveromeut, It was c]aitn<?(?j and with r 
that the work was too great to be undertalwon b 
vntc capital alone. It was a matter, not of p 
S[>eeii1ntioD, but of public and national conceii 
was^ therefore, an object which might justly bo \ 
taken by a powerful government, in the inter* 
science and of civilizjitioo. 

To raise espilal for a new cable, it was neccsai 
have some better security than the hazards of i 
and ilciublful ucdcrtjdwing. Ucncc the Company i 
ibe Government to guarnniee the interest on a o 
amount of stock, even if the second attempt shoul 
prove a complete fiuooeaa. With such a guaranl€ 
cnpitiil could Le raided in Lrnidon in a. day. 

In this appliealioTi they might have beeu succfl 
but for nn untoward event, wbieh dampened tb( 
fidenci: of the public in all submarine eu!crpri3ea 
f:i}!arc of the Red Sea Telegraph. The Britisb 
eruraentj anxious lo forward communicalion wit 
dia, had ^i^en that Coinpany an uucondilional , 
«itcc, on the strength of which the capital waa n 




1115T0RF OF THE ATLAlTnC TELEGR 



ar]*l llm raiWc mnnufactttrcd and lauL But in a verjj 
sliort lirnc it ceased to work. This proved a sonoua 
lf)efl to the treasury of Great Brilainp To ibe public, 
wluoli did not uiideratanil the cause of tlio fjidurc tq 
be tlie imperfect constractiofi of iLe ciblflj tlie eflecj 
was to impair confldeuco iu all long sabmnriue tele- 
graphs. Of coTira^f after such an experience, tba 
Government was not dispoacid to bicd iliclf bj such 
pledges agEun. It was, however, reod^ to aid tliq 
enterprise bj any safe means. It therefore increiweij 
:1s subsidy from funrtocn thousand pounds to twenty 
tliou^nd }>oiiQda; aad guiLraatced cigll per cent on 
six hundred thous^ind pounils of new capital forlweo-* 
ty-fivc ycare^ with only one condiLion— i/io^ (ha ca^ 
ehfiuhi worh This was a liberal grant, and under tlia 
circumaUuci^s, Wh-u all that could be expoclciL 

Still ftirther to encourage the underuking, it ordeii 
cd new soundings to bo lakoa off the eoaflt of Irelaad- 
1'Uesc were madt; by Captain IJoskJDS, It.N., and dis- 
jfcllod tije fears which ]t:td bemi entertained of a sub- 
mariao monulain, which "would prove &n impasa^jla 
barrier in tbe path of an ocean tclegr;iph. ^H 

But the greatest §ervice which tho British Govern! 
meot rendered, was in the long course of experiment 
which it now ordcn;d, Lo determine all the dilQcult 
problems of ^ibmarinc tL'tcgraphy, In 1S59, the yeai? 
■Jler tie failure of the first Atlaiitjc cable, tho Board 
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of Trade appoiutcd a committee of lite most emJQCiit 
st^inntiDc Ttn*\ engineenug smtLorilies m G-z-c-U Britain 
to iiivesli^tto llie whole sal>jeel. Thia was composed 
of CapUin Douglas Galton, of the Royal Engiiiccra, 
now of ilie Wflr Office, Lontlon, who specialJy ropre- 
eented tUt? Government ; Prcfea^jr "Wbcatstouej tbe 
colobratcd electrician ; WillicLm Fairlsairu, lato Preai- 
dciit of the British As3ou:iUoa fi>i" the Ailvflncumeiit 
uf Science; Gwrge Parker Blddor, whose name ranks 
with tlioa: of Skphenaon aTid Brauel ; Ch F. "Var- 
Icy, wbo, ia the practiod working of telc^raplia, 
lins no aiiporior in Eu^'liind; Liitlincr CUrk and Ed- 
win Clnrk, both cngiaccra, who had had great expe- 
rienoc in the hufiiuead of tele-^mphing ; and Geor; 
Sinvurd, the Secretary of the AUfLonc Telegraph Com- 
|>nny. 

Tbis Committee sat for neaxlj two years, at the end 
of wbioh, it made a report to the Government, which 
fills a very Ivarge volume, in which aro detailed an im- 
monae namber of experiniii^nta, toucbing the form and 
9i7.e of cables, ttieir relative strenLrtU and flexibility, 
the power of tologmphing at long dislancca, the epeed 
fttwlieb messages eould be acnt; and in iinc, every 
jioiBiblo qncsLion, either as to tbo eli.t!trical or en 
iieeriiig difUcuUies to b; overvomc?. Tlic reanlt 
those inEuiifold and laborious ex^^rin^etits Jseatntaed 
up in the f^dlowing certi^cale, signed by all who had 
taken paH in this inei[iur;ih1c invi^tigatjon : 



"LoNiiON, 13tli July, 18C 
^'We, tlie undersigned^ nembers of the CoromilCi 
wLo were appelated hj tlie Board of Trade, in 18£ 
tn inveatignte the question of Bubmariue telograph 
nnd whose iavestigatlon continued fi'oni that time 
April, 1861, do bcreby Btato, oa the result of our 
thtrations, that A ■vrell-inBulated cable, properly pr 
tecteJ, of suitable specific gT-avity, made wkh 
and tested under water throughoat ita proprces 
the best known apparatus, aad paid iato the 
with thi! moat improved macbiaery, possesses eve 
prospect of not only being sucei-ssfully laid in tb 
first instance, but may reaaonobly be relied upon 
continue for many years in an eiOcicut state for 
tranfimiBaion of signals. 



■ 



GrOMU'ELL F. VARLKr,, 

Latimeb Clark, 
Edwin Clare, 
Geo. Saward,'' 



DOL'GLAS GaLTON, 
C. WnSAISTONB^ 

Wm, Fairbairk, 

GtO. p. BlDDHB, 

Thus the years wbicli followed the failure of 16ft8 — 
though tLoy aaw no attempt to loy another ocuau 
cable — were not years of idlcneBS. TLcy were ratbi 
years of experiment and of preparatiori, eloan'ng tboj 
way for new ellbrla and final vietory. The Atlantii 
Telegraph ilsclf had been a grand experiment It Ladl 
taugbt many important truths which could bo learned j 
in no other way. N"ot only had it demoiiBtrated iba" 
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jKHfiibilltir of lelegrapliing from continent to couLl- 
n&nl, bat it had been useful even in tjptMing On cn«n 

fc/ccto, od it tauglit how to an^id tbcm in the future* 
For example^ in working the firat cjtble, tiid ele<;tri- 

)ian3 had thought it noeesmry to use an enormona 
battery. TIjey djd not auppoae they coutd reach 
iicrosH the wLoJc hreadth of Iho Atlantici and touch 
the Western hoiniH|iher<?, unlc-ss tlioy sent an eli^triti 
current ihal was almost like a stroke of lightning; 
and that, in fact^ endangered tlie safety of the con- 

luoting wire. Eut they soon found that this was 

innecessary, God was not in tlie whirhviQ*.!, hut iu 
^th^^ eliU, sinaU voiv^o* A soft touch could send a 
thrill aloug that iron nerve. It seemed na if the dcM^ 
ire a vast wlijs]>ering gallery, and that a gr^iitle voioft 
murmured iu the ocean cavca, like a whiepor in a sea- 
flhcll, might be caught, so wonderful ar« the hnrrao- 
nies of naturi?, hy listening e.irs on remote eonlinenls, 
TlilB wnfi given a new nie^Lning to tho pocl^a 

On lADfiB, and ib<jnu, uid dcvcrt wUdenieise*-" 

These were also years of great progress, not only in 
Iho science of suhmanEio telegraphy, bnl in the con- 
Blruction of Jeep-soa cables, la spib^ of the failure of 
that in the Red Sea, one waa laid down in tho Mcdi- 
terrnn<'aii, fifh^en hundred and thirty-five mllea long, 
from Malta to Aloxandn:!, and another iu tho Por>iiaa 
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Gulf) Pjiirti?en Imndreil miles long, hy which telegra 
phic com mil nidation was finally ojiened from England 
to India. Belli these lines atill conlitiuc in pcrfoct 
workiDg order, Ollicrs wi^rij luid in (liffiiriiiit sceis nnd, 
<jcc.'nis in clistarit parte of the world. Those great tn- 
\implifl, fi?lIowing tlic sGieiitifio exjjerimonta wlnoK had 
"been mndOi revived public confidence^ and prepared 
tlic way Cor a frcsli attempt li3 pass the Atlantic, 

Vet not i[ii7ch wns clonic ki rcTiPw tliG enterprise 
oiilil IS»j2, BIr. Field had been indofati^^able m h\a 
efTortd to "reanimate the Company, lie was continu- 
ally going Liclc and fortli to tlio Britij<h Provinces and 
to Kngland, arging it wherever iiis voice conld be 
lieaid. YlI tirnca were adverse. The United Stotea 
had Wen finddciily involved m a tremeodoiis wafi 
which called into the field hundredfl of thousixnds of 
men, and enlnJled a burden of many Imndrcdti of mil- 
Vions, Wlijlo engaged in Lliia Itfoand-Jcjith etrngglo, 
and rolliijg up such a mountiiin of dL^bJ, our people 
lind lilllo tlioiight to be-slov on other great enterprises 
by laud or eca. 

And yet one iccidcnt of the war forcibly recalled 
public attention In the ueee^jaity of some speedier com- 
munication with Europe thanbystcam. The unhappy 
Trent nffair aroused an an^ry feeling in Great Britain 
wliieh ncnrly resulted in hi^stiUtic^ all of wliich might 
have boon preyculcd by a single word of oxplaua^on. 
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As ilia J>>ndoTi Time* said truly: "W© nearly w^mt 
to war mXh America because wc had not a Iclcgrnpli 
across the AtlaDtic." Alter sucli a warjiing^ il waa 
natural Lliat botli countries sliould begin to think aeri- 
oualy of tlio racing of preventing fatare miau.ndor- 
standiQg, Mr. Field vent lo 'Wasliington, and found 
great rcotlinL^ason llie part of ilie President and liig 
Cabinet to eneourago the enterprise. Mr. Seward 
mote to our Minister in London that tie American 
Governmonl would Le liappy to join witlj thnt of Great 
Britain Jn promoting iLis internal ional work- Witli 
iLis encourage meat, Mr. Field went to England to 
urge the Company la renew tlie undertaking, Wliile 
in London, Lc endeavored to obtainfrom some respon- 
aible parties an offor to conalruct and lay down a cable, 
Messrs. Glass, Elliot k Co, replied, declaring tbeir will- 
ingnesa to undertak*:- the work, witbout at first nam- 
ing the precise terms. Tliey wrotOi under date of Feb- 
ruary seventeenth : 

- "Stu: In reply to your inqiiines, we beg tti state 
tiial we should not be willing to manufiicture and lay 
n Submarine Telegraph Cable across iha Atlantic, froiu 
Ireland to Newfoundland, asauming tlie entire riak, aa 
vc consider that would be too groat a responaibilily 
for any single firm to undertake ; but wc arc 90 ccnfi- 
dent that these points can be cnnnet^ted by a good jmd 
durable cable, that we ore wJUiag to contract to do the 
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work, and stoke a large aam upoa its auooeasfiil In^inj 
and working. 

^* We shall be prepared in a few dnys, aa booh sia vn 
can get the necessary itiformation in regard to whal 
price Tre can cbarter suitable eUips lor llie service, to 
jnakc jou a definite offer." 

AUliough it is anticipating a few months in time, wtf j 
may give here the '^definiie offer/* whicli was oblained, 
bjr Mr. FicKI, on bis rcLiim to England in the autumn,'] 
It was aa f-jllowe ; 

" LoHUOK, Outuber 20, 1543, 
** t>Bi'!i W- VitLp, K«q , ±thstiitTkleoilipii CoHPiNr: 

" Dear Siii : In rtply to jour inquiries, we bog toj 
sUtc, that we are perfectly confidonL that a good ani| 
durable Submarine Cable can be laid from Ireland to, 

ewfcjunJlLuKl, anil are willing to nndcrtiiko the uon^ 
t upon the following couditionB : 

" Fiist. That we shall bo paid each week our actual^ 
disbursements fur labor and materiaL 

*' Sooond, That when tho cable L* laid and in work- 
ing order, we shall receive fijr our time, eervioca, and. 
pi'olit twcntj per cent on tbe actual cost of the line, ia^ 
ftliares of ihe ComfKicj, deliverable to us, in twelyi 
eq^nal motitbly iusiabnontSj at th^ end of each succoa- 
eive month whereat ihc cable shall be found iu work- 
iiig ordcn 

'* We arc so confident that i\us enlerpriiie can b« 
BUcce^fully carried out, that we will make a cash aat>- 
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nsripiioa for a fiuin of twcnty-fi^e tliotisaDd pounds 
aterling in ilic ordinary capitd of tbc Oompanj, and 
pa^ tha ctlIIa oa ike pame wlicn landc hj tlid Com^ 
panj. 

'^ Annexed we beg to liand joUj for your guldancG, 
a list of all the submarine tdcgrapU cables manuiac- 
tared and laid hy our firm since wi? commenced tbla 
branch of our busLneas, tbe whole mileage of wbich, 
with tbe exception of tbo short' one betwoon Ijyerpool 
and HotjfhcaO, wbich bas been token up, ia at this 
lims in pi^rfect and auucL-fi'irul working ordi^r. Tho 
cable tbat wo bad the hotior to conlracl for and laj 
down for tbe French Qovcniinenl, connecting Franco 
with Algeria, ia submerged in water of nearly equal 
depths to any wo should have to encounter between 
Jrdand aad N<?wfoundlantl, 

"You will permit us to suggest that the ahorc ends 
of the AtlaiitieCjibleabould be composed of very heavy 
wires, sia from our experience the only aeeidents tliat 
bave arisen to any of Iho cables tliat we have laid have 
been cjhu^d by aLipa' ancbora, aod none of tboao laid 
ODt of uuehornge ground have ever coat one sbilliDg 
Ibr rcpaira. 

"Tbe cable tbat wo would suggest for the Atlantio 
will be an iraiirovemcnt on all those yet raaufacturcd, 
and we Brmly believe will be imperisbabltr when onoe 
laid* Wo roiDaiOi sir, yoars taitbfuUj, 

** Glass, Elliot 4 0a' 



272 msToKr OF the atlastio telesrapii. 



Tlie smnmor of ihis year Mr. Field spout in Amef- 
icG, where be applied himaclf vigoroUBly to raise cap; 
lal for ibe new tTitcrprlsc. To tbia cnil be vjaited dif 
erent cities — BostoHj Providence, PbilaJelpl:io, .Al- 
bany, and BulTiilo^tL) acldrcf>s mectiDga cf morclmnta 
snd otbcm All listened vritL iaLercat, and applaud 
bis courage and pcrEeverance, and l]0|;ed Le woiil 
BucceeJj but suljscrilj^J little. In New- York be soo- 
ceeded belter, but ouly by iudeiatigable esertioua, 
He addreaaed the Chamber of Commerce, the Bo 
ofBrokei?, and tlie Corn Excbaiige, and then lie we 
aJmofil literally from dotjr to iloor, cidiitig on m 
clianta niid baakci's to enlist tbeir aid, Tbo rc3ul 
wsB, subscriptioiia amouiLting to about sevCEity tUouaand 
pounds, the wbole of wbieh was due to peifieverin 
perBoQiU Bolicilation, Even of those who Bubscribed, 
a large part did so moro from sympathy and admira- 
^ou of bja indomitable spirit tban from confidence i 
Ibo fiuccesfi of tlic enterpi'ise. 

In England, bowt'Ver, tbe subject wu better undcp- 
Btood. For obvious rcaaoiis, the science of submarind 
tdegrapby bos made grealtr advances in tbat country 
tbun in our^^, England 33 itself an island, and obligt^d 
to liold all ila tt-kgrapUic communiuitioa witb il 
tirkOiLl \iy onbli.'g uivk'T iho sea. Tljtn it linfi Inrj 
colonial f^H^^i in all |»arLs nf thi^ ^vorld 
wbivh iant to have Ibe lueuua of ejwcdj 
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ooramunicitiou. We can undertUnd the pride of em- 
pire in a doraiaion on which the sun aeverBel3^"a 
power" to quote tbo memorable description of o\ 
own Webster, *' wbicb has ilottcd the face of the whole 
globe with ita posaeasioia and military posts, whose 
morniog drumboat, following tho sun and keeping com- 
panj with the hours, encircles the whole earth with 
one conlinuous and unbroken strain of ihe inartial aira 
of England " Woa it etrange that Ihia mother of na- 
tions should reach out her long arms to embrace her 
distant ohildrcn ? 

The pride of empire and necessity of her position 
had atimulatcd the spirit of enterpriae in this direction. 
Hence it was that iLe subject of submarine telegraphs 
was flo mnch better understood ia Engljiod than in 
this country, not only by acienlifio men, but by oapl- 
taliaU. The appeal could be made to them with more 
aaanranco of inlelligeDt sympathy. And yet, so vast 
was tbo undertaking, that it roquircd ceaseless effort 
to roll tho stone to the top of the raonntain, and llio 
result was not completely achioved till the beginning 
of the year 1S6L 
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'^ta EifmiFRisE RccEwia Paoposii-ft for akothrr Cablr. Ohut 

lUPHOVBUfH' OJ* TBI Ol-B. G^SEJlOCfl O^'EK or TtlE MiBCrACTfta- 

BBS TO ri.EE ai.LT TGE (JiPiTJ-i- TiiE WouE HKniTu, Tns GuaT- 
Eastlkk ihD CiriAiN A^DLR±c^. Thc ifJiuLE Cable saipi-tv oh 
Din;™ IN mil tpfliNo or 1965. EixEDiriun m JviT. 

It is a long nigbt wblcli bcLS no morDmg, Al Infii 
le i3a^' ia Irenking. Wbilc weary cyea are walcliing 
tUc Eisi, 'Wlajligbt comtT3 over Uie sea." Five yenra 
have jrnsscU iiwnj, arid though tie time soomcd long 
nil Arctic winter, ttat only made more briglil tl»a 
ming of tijG sun. Thoao ycara of patient c-xperiment, 
when Bcienlifie men were applying te^ls wilhont num- 
ber, and aubmariiie lines were it-cling tlieir wnj iilong 
the Jccp-Bca floor ia alt tho waters of tlic world, at last 
brougbt forth their fruit in that renewed confidenco 
which Ja the fjreruniicr of Tictory. 

So eirong was thia feeling, thnt aa early as Augnst, 
1863, although the capital M-as not raised, Ihc Board 
for pmpoiuU for a cable suitable to bo laid 
Ll]antic Ocxvin ; nnd in order to toavQ in- 
ly unfctteKO, they abstAioed from any 
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dictation aa to the form or materiab to bo adopted, 
inerely stlpuUtlDg for a working speed of eiglit worda 
& minute. 

In reply they received, m tlie course of n. few 
wei.'ks, seventeen differcat prnposala from as manv 
tiomijjmies, many of tbciii Unins of Urgu wealtU Jind 
exptTR»fict', These iliJKrL'nt lenUtrra, with the numer- 
ous speciinena of eable and mftterida, woroat oneesuV 
mittrd to tbc eminent Consulting Committee wLicli 
liad already rendereil bucIj service hy ils advice, era.- 
braclng as it did the firet engineering skill and aoi- 
€ULi£c knowledge of iho kingJom, Tliia Committee 
examined all tbc proposala, ai;d then, talking up ono 
hj one tbc dilTcreiit snmpica of cable, cunscd tlicm 
in turn to be eubjecu^d to tbe scTereat tests, Tbis 
took a long time, as it rcquiretl a great number of 
experiments; but thp result was bigllj satisfactory. 
Tie Conriinittce were all of one mii>d, and reeom- 
mended naanimouslj' tbat the Board ahould accept 
tie tender of Mc^ra. Glusa, Elliot k Oo., aad tbd 
general principle of their proposed cable; but ad- 
vised iliat before aeltling the fical Rpecification, every 
portion of the material to be employed sbould bo test- 
ed witb tbe greatest core, both scporatoly and in oom- 
btuatJon, so as to aa:ert£un what further improvements 
could be marlc. To tbia the niarnirnctui>^rs n?adily 
conaentod, feeling a noble ambition to justiTy tbe con- 
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fldcwjo of tbo Coaoaittce nd lU imbBe. Hm^ 
vMed abomUDt nstcrnls for frali cspencoeotft. Hcv 
oMcM »i-T« ma^o uii] Icvterl in diffenct Icnglte; sad 
^xprrimcnta w^rc eJjm> tried opoa di&mU qiudfba of 
wire luiA liCrrap, \hat mete to oocapoM tU cxtenul pio^ 
Action. Tbc Tcnill of flll these nivc9ti^tiott« 
mUctkto erf a model whicb Beemiid to oombiDG «i 
ffiwillmw, and to approach absolute perfectioa, 

Socb wiw tbc cnble which this cminimt firm oSeradj 
tofnafitifiictnn?, ftml to Uy acrona the AiliiDttc, Kid t^tfifl 
on irrtnn irj favorablCf that it ac^noed oa if it could not 
lx< ilifTK-dU to miK tTio capluil nikd pTOcecd with ibd 
wrrrk, Indooilf fi contrnol wnn partmlly mrulo to thp;^ 
tOTt-x-i. Ho (sonfidont wu Mr. Field, who wan ^hitt^ 
\n I/rn'Irirr, thfxt nu rsppclitirjti would sail the follow- 
tun ntiiiirriT, thnt ho InNur'^d hin aUxik, part of it 
o*ily ■ir^infti onUnnrj »"ari*ik^ hut part Also to Iw 
Wd Aiid til work I Hut hunWy had Lo left England 
l*#fi#fi- lli^mwiUiomo unforcftoen hiUjli in iho ttrranRc- 
liiuriM. ihn monfty wiw not fiinhi^rimtn^, or some of 
lU tiondU|.irii worn not emnjjliod with^ and bo Wl 
lf»fl m<.rtinr,itifjn U> rccciyo Utorji, sayiug that t!ic 
Wtu.b ohli.q.riM wfin p,)t*l.i,„nod fnr ai.oLljLT yi^arl^ 
Thin wik« iiHWd aiMVHiTiiRinp:. Uopo flofcrrud tnij!^ 
ctli tho Iii;aH nk k. iLTid I 



po 
liK hopo had bocii deferred 
a year. Yot t)uj nuddon dropping of ll^o nch 
iiitorctt or of failb on tlio 
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■oftUosu emluirkej la iL Thej lieHcred in huA mucb 
lAever. But iLe general public did hoc respond to 
tn call fiyr more ciipituln Alaa tbat the nobleet enter- 
riscfi should so otteii be delayed or defeated hy iIk 
VanT. (jf tiioucj^ I Bnl so iL ia Capital i^ always cnu' 
tions and timidj and foHowB slowly in the piLth of 
great discoveries. "Wliilo *'&lar-eyed Seieuce" Hi 
ir in iidvance cf llie human race, sordid Mammon 
beliiDd. If Columbx^T inst'?3d of the patron- 
■of Qucoa Isabella, bad depended on a stock con- 
ij for the means for lis cacpeditioD* be might ac^cr 
fiom the shores of Spain. ITappj was it 
'insnkitid that hia fiith and pitie nee did not wear 
out, while ^ing from court to courts and kingdom to 
kirgdomr and almost bc^^ng his way from door to 
>r! 

But it is not in human nature — knsl of all in tht 
Baxon blood — to despond long. The hea.rL of niao m 
like the fleiL^ ebbing and relitrnin^r with l cec^Aeh'.ss 
ivr. Though at timeg it seoms to have swept nw:iy 
distant shores, yet ns moons revolve and lidee re- 
luni, Again the white-crested waves come rolling up 
ic bciiclL Ten years of constant defeal woukl seem 
have wrought » lasting diaeoamgc merit. Yet ogaia 
and ft^in did the batlled spirit of catcrpi^iso return to 
the attempt. In January, 1864^ Mr. Field waa on^^e 
mon; on his way To Eagland, to try it agalu. He 



2iS UI3T0RV Of TIIE AT1.AN1TC TELEaBAPIT- 



found the DirectoiBj as before^ deop^j intcrestod in thd 
enterprise, and wishing it BUcccsSi Witli a gratcrul 
heart he bore wiloesa to ihefr nnfalleriBg courage. 
But mere eouroge nnd good wir^bes wouM not Iny the 
Atlantic Telegraph. Yet whr^t more ooiild they doT 
They could not be expecl^d to advance all the capital 
tbcinaclvca. They Lad ali"ftidy Bubscribed libondly, 
and he coald not aak thein to Jo more. But vUh all 
the cffbrlfi that hsid been m^de Itx England and Aracri- 
ea, not half the capital was jet raised. The machiaeiy 
was in a dead lock, with little [prospect of being able 
to move- It was tbo misfurtuna of the enterprise that 
there was no one mau who made it Lis sole and exclu- 
flivo charge. The Hoard of Pircctora contained some 
of the boflt men in London- But they were, almoet 
wllliout exception, engaged lu Tcry lurge affaire of 
thfir own, with no letmre to make a pubHe eiiterprigo 
their special care. To insure BUeecsSj it needed a trial 
of the one-man powcr^ — one brain, planning uight and 
day; one agency incessantly at work, atiiring up di- 
reotoTB, contractors, and engiueprsj and on^ will pijsb- 
ing it forward by maiti atreoglb. Tbia waa tho force 
now to be ai>pliedi 

Tbe first element nceiled to put life into tho old 
system was an infusion of new blood — '• 'rd 

and new men, "Whi^-^ '^"- "■-■*'>""■"-» ■■ ;« 

atat< of eolbp»e, Ihlr. i A 
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gontlemaii witli whom, until tbeo, he Imd no per 
flonal acquajutance, but wLo is well known in I^mdon 
fig ona of the largest capitalists of Great Britain — Kr- 
Tfaomrvs Braseej. Tbcir first inlcrvicw w^is some- 
what remarkable. Referring lo it a. lew muntlia ador, 
Mr> Ficlil said ; '* Wlien I arrived in tliia countiy, in 
JiLtiuory last, the Atlantic Telegmpb Company tram- 
blod in the balance. We were In wuiit of Itiiida, anil 
were in negotiations witb the government, and mak- 
ing great exertions to raise th^ money. At tliis jnno 
tare I wae inlrodaced. to a gentleman of gi>2at integrity 
and eaterpriso, who 13 wcil known, not only for liia 
wetLltli, bjt fur liis foresight, and in attejuptiug to 
onlist him in our cause lie put roe through Bucb a 
cross-examination as I bad never before experienced, 
I thought I was in tbo wilncfla-boxr lie ipqiiircd of 
me tlio pnicticability of the schcnjc — vrhat it wonld 
%y, and every thing elnc conneeted with it ; but bo- 
kre I lefl him, I Lad the pleasure of Lcnring him eay 
it wafi a great nalir>nal enterprise lliat ought to bo 
imWl ont, siiid, be uddLvl, I will be one of ten to find 
10 money required for It, From that day lo this be 
never hcsil.'itcd about it, imd when I mention bis 
you will know bim a^ a man wbuec word is &a 
as bis bond, and as for bis bond, tLert] is no bet- 
-x England," 

n^ tbus aecarcil one powerful ally, Mn Field 
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took oourage aud went to work to make aootter* lie 
aiiys ; '* TLc worJa opokca by Mr, Brasaey in the latter 
part tjf Jaimarj', ^Lct ihu Electric Tflfgra|>li Le laid 
bclwwn England and America,' cDcouragcd us k11, 
and maJo us b^jllovu wc should succeod la rtiising llio 
necesaarj capital^ and I tlicn went to work to find niuo 
other Tliofnaa Braaseys, [I did not know wlietlier be 
wae nn En^'lifiTimiin^ a Scotchman, or gu IrlBliiiiail j 
but 1 mndo up lay mtiKl that he comhiuea nil the good 
qualities of every one of them,) and af^r coosidurakle 
search I met with a rieh fiiend from Nfaiichesler^ [Mr. 
John PoaJer, M.P.,] aud I asked him if he would sec- 
ond Mr, Bnis5ey, and walked with hlni from 28 Pall 
Mall to tlie Ilouse of Coiiirnoua, of which ho U a mem- 
ber> BGfore we reached the Honae, he expressed hm 
willingnesa to do so to nu equal amounC* 

This waa putting etrong arias to tbc wlicch A few 
daya aflcr» a couibbatioji was formed to carry oo the 
whole buBincfls of making Submarine Telegraphs, by 
a union of the Qutta-Pereha Company with llic firm 
of Glaflfl, Elliot & Co., tbo principal m^inufaclurciB of 
Bca. cablesp making one grand concern, to be called 
Tbo TelegTTiph Construction and Maintenauco Com- 
pany. Theso two greul eapiLiliaU entered into tho 
rii-w oi]gfliiizfttioD, of whiL-h 'Sir. Pender wna noada 
Uijo' "Hi^ OuttaPcraba Compaay brought iu 

^' rugth to the joint enterprboj In the per* 
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of Mr. Jolin CLatterton, and of Mr. Willoughby 
SmiJb, tWr deciridan, atd the inventor of the in- 
wulftling mnterifli kuovQ aa Clijitfortoti's compound. 

le iJdion of all thMc nien made a combiQalion of 

notjoal skill anil financijiL ability, aitcb as could be 
louiid in (evf coTupaoius in Eiiglaad or lu tlie world. 
Mr. Ti, A. Glass was clioscn Managing Bireclor — agcn- 
tleojan who seems bom to be a manager, such power 
has bo of gatLcring about liiai Went m every depart- 
meat and combiiiLngall into one compli^le organ izatlutl. 
Thua reitnforced by aucb powerful aid, the new Com- 
pany now catnt: fbrwu'f]! aad oilered at one stroke to 
Uko M tlic rcmniiiing stool: of the Company. Tbia 
was more iban half the wliols cajiiUil- As yet, of th« 
£600,000 requited, "but £285,000 liad been sab- 
bod. Now tlus princely Company oflfewd to l^vke 

e baSuucc lhemsclvcJ^£3lo,0CHJ, They did more — 
Uikiiig £tO0,O0J of bomls beside. Thus at one dc-id 
Jill tbeatj aliilwart Englishmen look the whole eii* 
tcrprisc on tbcir broad ehouldera From that bour 
ibo problem was solved, I'Uaa after a dead lock t^f 
&ix monlha tbc wheels were unloosed, and the gigan* 
tic machinery began to revolve. 

Thifl waa a triumph worlhy to bo honored in tht: 
way Ibat El^glishInc^ lore, by a liUlo festivity ; aud 
D3 it cliaiicetl to be now ten years sinoa Mr. Field had 

,barkod in tbc cutcrpnsci the pleasant thought o& 
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wen dicn to cekbrate Uio OfifnxMddiig aocoiD|iltah- 

Wo bftve iH> vrkb lo npeat laen pfajues of com- 
plineni ; fatu it ti alwajs gnteful to ooc who bfta 
totted lODg ftzxl luihrully to cony oat & pablic eutcf* 
prw, if> Gnil ia the hoar of inviopli that hi^ lobora 
an Dot Ibrgottco* The Al^tic Telegmph had just 
paflMril ihmiigli a crIlJcal period o£ ita history- Tiie 
cnLcfprwo liad been ia grcflt clanger of abaDdoiunent — 
ftt Icuirt At ycaia. From tbb condition it had been 
xtacned on]y by the most proiDpt and vigorous effurt. 
Huw much this altcrr^l etJilc of things was owing lo 
llio cxcrtJoitB of Mr* I'tr^Id, let those £pealc who know 
hcuL At a meeting t/f the Directors of the Companj', 
Slay llfih, If'^j on motion of Mr. G. M. lampsoD, seo- 
oadod by Mr. Fmoc-is Le Brecon, it was unanimou^Jy 

BcsoIm^ **That the AtDccrc thanks of IhU Board bo 
given 10 Mr, Cyrua VT, Fiel<I, fur hia untiring energy 
in promoting tha genoral interests of iLe Atlantic 
Tolegr^ph Company, and capocially for hta valuable 
and eiitcoasful cxcrtioiu during hia present yisit to 
Grout Britain, in n.'f<;rencG to the reatoralion of ils 
Jlnnneial position, and prospects of complelo succeaa," 

TUn,i nftcr inBinto toil, the wro^k of old diso^tora 
WEUt clcurod Away, and tUo mighty task begun anow. 
Tliu wiirka of tUo Telegraph Conatructioti and Main- 
t^nanco Company are the Jarg^st in the world, and all 
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lUmr RsourocM wctw now pnl in rpqni^ijuo- Xcv^ 
iliil grMkUr am pn^SKk orcr a poblie cotefpriiae. It 
Wdki & oftM in vhidi U» motive oC iotsnat vis Aooftd- 
^l or ovnboffiM br pride aod wnhitkw, A c«Ur vi» 

iwi; llM Ac«U tea« M*riT pafeA 
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tesia be iruule upou tJte trQn wire and hemp S3 to their 
BttVHgth; that special caro bo given lo iljeyW/iit.vlicre 
jilcrcnt IcugtUsof cnble wore epiiced togetiiorj and 
i wlicn L-uiDiili^teJ, iUe whole he Icstel iintJer water 
fur some lengtU of time, nt a temperatare of seventj- 
fivo Jogrocs. Tliis was higUor by Ibrtj degreea thau 
tl>0 lompcrature oF the Atlmlic* Tho insuktion is 
improved hy cold ; so tbat, if it rcmniucd perfect iii 

Ltliis wrnin wiiicr, it cculii not f:ul Li the icj depths uf 

^^Be ocean. 

r Ailer pnsaing ibrougli Each elaborate teals, all will 

' be ^1ad to see llic liii;L] product uf fio much care and 
akilh As the long Viae begias to reel off from the 
great wheels and drains^ wc niaj examine it in ita com- 




OLD ATLANTIC CABLE, 15o8. 




WETV ATLASnC CABLE, 1865. 
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pieted anil 1110113 [icifj^cL fi^irn. It is only naceaanry 
CQmparo il with the cable laid in 1858, to sliow its im- 
Tnonso superiority. A glaooo at the, two tis they a 
pcrtron the preceding page wOIahow that tbocabk-h 
yrtiuj/r since first H was planted in tbe ocean, aa if i 
were a living product of Uic sen ; or if ^-c chooao to 
consider it as a tendril of tbe Britisb oak, tbe slender 
twij> iiad become a tongh, sLroTig limb. Tills i^Towt 
bad beea in every part, from core to eircumferenco. 
First, Ibo oenlral copper wire, which was ibe spiu 
cord, the ncrre along wbicli tbe ligbtaing was to run, 
wns neiirly three timra l;ir^er tbau before, Tbe ol 
condnotor ■was a strand, consieling of seven fme w 
flix laid round one, and wei^bcd oaly one band 
aad aeven pounds to tbe mile. Tbo new was 
posed of tbe saino numlDer of wires, but weighing 
three hundred pontida to the mfe TliLq wns made 
of tbe lineat copper ILul could be obluiued in tho 
world — makiag u porfccl conductor. To secure insa 
lation, this conductor was first imbe(]dcd for soltdlly 
ill Chftttctlon's compound, a prcpnration imporvio 
to water, and tben covered with four biyora of gutU- 
percba, wbicli were laid on alternately with four thin 
Inyers of C batter Lo n*a coiopomid- Tlie old cable bail 
bat tbreo coalings of gutta-percba, with notbing be- 
tween. Its enlJro insolation weighed but two l»uu- 
Ldrcd and aiity one pountfe to iho mile, while that of 
Uie new weighed fjur hundred poniidfi. 
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But a conductor ever so perfect, with insulation 
complete, was useless vfithout proper external prcs- 
tcctlou, ia guard it ngainst tlio dungera which must 
attend the long and difficult process of laying it across 
the ocean. The old oaUlc bad broken n number of 
times. The new must be made BLrongci. To tliia 
end it was int^ised with ten solid wires of the best 
iron, or rnlhcr, of a soft atcci, liko ihut used by WUit- 
worlh for hta canuon. This made the cable much 
heavier thnn before, Tbo old cable weighed but 
tweuty cwt to the mile, whila tho new one re^hed 
thirty-tivc cwt. and throo quartcra. But mere siao 
nnd weigLt wer« uolLiDjjf, txcirpt :ia they iudicated 
increased strength. Tliia was secured, not only by 
tho krgcr iron wirea^ bat by li /urtLer coating of rope. 
Each wire was Burroundcd aeparatelj with five strands 
of Manilla yam, saturated with a jiceservalive com- 
p<jnn4, nnd iho whole laid e|)irally rouod the core, 
which lutter waa padded mth ordinary hemp, aalu- 
mled with the same preseryative mixture. This ropo 
covering wns iniporLint in several respects, Tt kept 
the wires troni coraing in contact with tho salt water," 
bj which they might be corroded ; and while it added 
greatly to the strength of the cnblc, it gave it also ila 
own flexibility — so that while It had the strength of an 
ir&n chain, it had also tbc lightocas nnd flexibility of 
a commoa alilp's rope. This union of two qualities 
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wns all impoiiaat. I'lio great problem lind been toj 
Dombine strength witlj flexibility- Mere tlcad wdgbt 
wns an ubJLi-'Lioii. Tho new ciible, lliuLigh nearly 
twice as heavy fis the oU in air, wbeu immersed m 
waler^ weighed but u trifiu more ; so tirnt it wns really 
iiuitli h'l/Jiter Ml prop- 1 ['ti oil Ui lis siii;- This iJirreased 
lighiness was a very irn[nirtint ranitcr in lnymg the 
Ciible, as it caused it lo sink slowly. Tbo old csible, 
tiioiigh amalter, wa£ b&avy almost us a rod of iron, 
so tlnl, rts it ran out, it dropped at an an^Io which 
i^xposed it to yroat d:iiiger in vase of n suJiIl-ii lurch 
ijV iho sljip. Thus in 1S57 il wjis broken by tha ewrn 
of the Niognttt being Ihrowti up on a ivavi^ jost^as the 
bnikes wen; ^hut down. Now ibc cable, being jjar- 
linlTv biiojoil by tlie ro]>e, woiilil float out to a gmiti 
disL-incc from the ahip^ and sunk down slowly in thfl' 
deep winters. 

By tliia combination of rope and iron, a cable was 
srunreil two and a }i:ilf tiiuea as strotig rifi the old— tbe 
brerikitig airaia of ibc farmer having been three tons, 
Qvc owU, and of the latter seven tons and HfXtnen owL 
Or, to put it in an'Uher fomi, the eon traet et rain oftlio 
rt>rmcr w;ih Iras than five tiinca JLs owti WL-ighl, iwf 
iiiilr*in wntrr; so that if iIjb cabli? hiid been laid ii 
of the AtJfjnUc^ whoro the oooan is word 
Jeep, it would hnve broken under the 
Dut thfl cuntrai^t ntraiii of thu niiw 
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Gflbie was eriMoX to eleven times its weiglit per mile in 
wal*r, wiiicli, oa iho grealcat doptli of water to bo 
paaBcd waa but two aad a half miles, repdcred the 
cable more ihnii foiir times as sLrong as wa5 required, 
This great choiu which was to bind tlio Boa was to 
be tweDty-thrce hunilred nautical miles loag, or neftr- 
\y iwputy-seven hundred statute miles! But where 
oould this enormous bulk be stowed? Ila weight 
would sink the Spanish Arms<ia. In 165S, the cable 
loaded down two of the UrgesC ships of war in the 
worid^ LhaNiugarannd the Agaraeranon. Telnowono 
much larger and bulkier was to be taken on board. 
This might bave proved a scricna embarrassment, but 
tliat Providcrnce, wLlcli leads llie progress of the race, 
prepares the means of ndvancemcnL It so happened 
tl»ut a few years before there had been built in Eag- 
laiid a ship of BDormous proportions — the greatest 
floating thing constructed by the labor of nmti aioca 
Kunli^a nrk was boiiua on the waters of tha Deluge. 
Thc Great Eastern, wbuse iron walls had been reared 
by the genius of Brunei, had been for ten years waiting 
fwr "a mbsion/' As a Bpecimcn of marine architpcct- 
ure aho was perfect- She walked the walem in tow- 
ering pridf, scarce bending Icr irapcrial head to ib3 
waTea tLat hroke ^^nin^t her sides, as against tho 
rooks of the shore. But with all her nohle qualities, 
alie was loo great for tbe ordinary demanda of com- 
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fi^r ^L Quarter of a centurj, lie was nlso a man of nmcli 
general intelligoijc^, nnJ t>f uo aiu:ill sdouLiflo uUjiiii- 
mefiU. But it WJXB Eomctliing more tbao tbis vrhlch 
inspired such conSdencG It was his ceaseless watch- 
filnca?, TTe alwnja carrietl witli him a fL-eling of re- 
ligious rcppoiisihility for tbe lives of all oe boanl, and 
for every interest commilled to him, A mun of few 
words, modest in manner, bo was jet cloni in ju'lg- 
iiient and prompt h\ uelion. Thia vigilnnre was e^jic- 
ciallj marked in moments of dinger. "When n stomi 
was gftthering, all who saw that tall figure on Ibo 
wbccJ'hoUBc, watcliing with a keen eyt every npiit 
ill the ship mid evLTy ebiud in llie horizon, felt a 
new security from being under hi^ Cvare. Such atos 
tlic man to be put in charge of a great e3»;peditioi]. 
Uo was tho unanimous eboioa of ihc Board of Dircct- 
OEB. The Canard Company, with grejit geuerofllly, 
COtiBonted trt giVC up hii4 servicpSj iraluiiblij as lh*'j 
were, to forward an enterprise of such pnblJc inU'rest. 
Being thua free, hd ncceptcd tho truflt^ and entered 
Ojxjn it with pnthusiasin. How well he fulfilled the 
expire tat ions of all, the sequel will show. 

Tlie work now went on witb speed. The wheela 
began to hura, and the great druraa to reel off that 
line whicli, considering tho di^^tanoo it was to apan, 
was bardlv to be measured by miles, but rather by 
degrees of llic earth's mirface. Merc figurca give but 
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vague impression, of vast spaces. But it ia a curious 
fact, fiflcertnlned by an exact computalioc, tbat if al] 
the wires of copper and of iron, with the layers tLat 
made up tie core and llie outer covering, and iLc 
[trands of yarn that were twisted into tbia one knotted 
iLlc, wcro placed end to endj tlie wIioIq lengib 
'ould rcacli from llie eartli to the moon I 
As it came from the works in ila compli;teJ state, it 
s plunged in water, tn make it ilimilbr with Lbo de- 
icnt wLich was to bo its faluro home. In the yfirda 
>f tlie Company stood eight large lanka, which could 
lold cacb a hundred and forty miles. Here tlie cable 
was coiled to **liybernflta/'tiU it should bo wanted for 
uae the coming spring, 
^1 Seeing the work thus well under way, with no 
rhance of another disastrous chc'cW, Mr. Fidil left 
^England with heart at rest, and returned to America 
^Libr tbe winter. But iho first days of epring eaw hm 
Hpigua on the Atlantic He reached England on tho 
cighleenLli of March. His visit was more satisfactory 
than a year b<.'rore. The work was now well ad- 
Evnnced. It waa a goodJy eight to go down to Mor- 
ion Wharf at Urceawicb, and ace the bugc machinery 
spinning olF their leagues of deep-sea line- 
•^ apparently w^is ne.ir at band. It seonaed 
icstincd thing tbat the cable should iiua]- 
la lUo yoar of grace 18G5 — tbe end for whiclj 
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he hwl flo faitlMlj toiletl fiincc 1858 — seven weary 
yijftrs — 03 ions ^ Jacob served for Hachel I But, leea 
forLuQ^itc tbaa Jacob, Lo woa doomed to oac more di^ 
sipiioiiitmcnL At present^ ]iowi?ver, all looted well, 
uud he could not but regard tlic prospect witb satis- 
faction. 
K Having no more drudgery of raisiog moncy» he bad 
■" now a few weeks' leisure tj lake n vnjage up tlic 
ifcditerraueati. The canal across the Istlimua of 
Suez, wbich had been so long in progrcsa, unJer Ibo 
superviBion of Prencb cngiueers, was at length so ihr 
ndviinoed that the \Fatcrs of tho Mediterranean were 
about to mingle wJlL those of the Red Sea, mid dele- 
gates wert^ invited to be prcacnb fir^m all parte of the 
worl^. An invitation had been sent to the Chamber 
of Comraerec in I^ew-Yorlc, and Mr. Fieltl^ then start 
ing for EnrojK?, was appointed aa il^ rcprcsentativa 
The visit was oue of e:^traordiii;iry interest. The oo 
ion brought together a nunober of eminent engineers 
rom every country of Europe, in compauy with whom 
ttiis stranger from the New World visited the most 
andent of kingdoms to sec the spirit of modi^m cater 
prise invading tlie Lmd of iLe Pyramiija. 

He returoed to England about the first of May to 
ij the work nearly completed. Tho cable was al- 
most done, and a large part of it wa^ alrcaijy coiled 
on board the ship. This was iin operation of much 
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interest, wLicb deaervea to Ixi deacribcd The nianu 
flicturc bjid b**gi]n on the first of September, and liad 
gouc on for eigbt moiitbs without ceaaiug, tbe works 
tDroing out fourteen miles a da/ oTca duriog the 
eLort days of winter As the spring advanced, and 
the days grew longer, the amount was of courao much 
increased. But hy the ioat of January they bod ai- 
'rcndy uccumijlatcd about niuo hundred milc^ of com- 
pleted cable, when began the long and tedious work of 
tratisferriug it lo the Great BiisWrn. It was thus slow, 
bi'OAuse it could not be made directly from tbc yard to 
the Khip. The depth of wat^if jlI Greenwich was not 
Buch tis to allow the Gr^at Eastern to be broagbl up 
ulojigsidc tho Arliarf- She was lying at Sheerneaa, 
thirty miles beltiw, and the cabJe had to be put on 
board of lighter^ and taken down to where she lay in 
^th€J stream. For this purpose the Admiralty had ftir- 
nished to the Company two old hulks, the IrJB and 
tic Amethyat, wliich took their loads in Uim- When 
the funucr had taken on board aame two hundred and 
fifty tons of cable, she was towed dawn to the ado 
of th« Great Eaatero, and the other took ber place. 
This waa an operaLioa which could not bo done with 
'ilh all the men who could be employed, thoy 
board only about two miles an hour, or 
11 day—at which rato it would take about 
b& Tbe work began oa tbc nineteenth of 
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uaiy, early in the morning, and continued till 

DCf baforo all was safd/ Btowod on bonrd. Tho 
at Eastern Ucraclf liati been fitted up to recdvo 
euormoua burden. It wns an object to stow the 

h\v! In 09 few coils as possible. Yet h could not be 

I piled ia one mass. Such a dead weight in tbo 
centre of tlie sliip would cause l*er to roll fearfully, 

coiled in one circle, it was computed ibat it wonlJ 
rly lill Asticy*3 tlioatre from the floor of tlio cir- 
cua to tlio roof— making a pile fifty-ciglit feet wido 
and aiKty feet high. To distribute tbis enormoun 
bulk niid weiglitn, it was Jisposed in three tanks— 

c flfl, one atnidihipa, mid one forward. Tho lat 
from tho shape of tbo sbip, waa a little amallcr 
than the others, and Lcld oulj aix hundred and tbirty- 
tHiTCQ rnWes of t^ble, while the two former Leld a lit- 
Ue over eiglit hundred each. All were made of 
thick wrought-iron plates^ and wakr-tJght, so that 

e cuble could he kept under WEitcr till it was im- 
Inersed in tho sea. 

Tbua with her spacious chamhom prepared for tlic 
reception of her gueal, the Great Eastern opened her 
doora to take in the Atlantic; cable ; and long as it 
waB, and wide and high iho space it filled, it found 
nmplc verge and room withm her capacious sides. 
Indeed, it was the wonder of all who htheld il, how 
like a monster of the sea, she devoured all that ollici 
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aliips could bring. The Iriia and Iho Amctbyst came 
up lime af\er time aad disgorged tbcir iron conteaLa. 
Yet this Leviathan Bwu.lluWL'd ship-load iLftershiji-lcKw], 
aa if she could never be satisfied. A writer who visit- 
ed tcr in May, -ffheTi the cable ytoa nearly all oa board, 
ira3 at a los^ to fiud it. Hq looked along tbc deck, 
from stem to stem, hut not a sign of \l appeanxl, 
How he searclied, and bow ihe wonder grew, he lella 
in a letter to the '^Hailway News." After describing 
hia approach lo the ship, and climbing up her sides 
and hia survey of her deck, he proceeds : 

"But it is time that wc ehould look after what wo 
have mainly corae to see, the telegraph cable. To our 
intense ostoniabment, we behold it nowhere, although 
informed that there are nearly two thousand miles of 
it already on board, and tbe remaining piece — a piece 
long enough lo stretch from linnda Eud to Jolm 
O'Groat'a — ia in couiao of shipment. Wo walk np 
and down on the dock of tho Great E^istcm without 
seeing tlii.i gigantic chain which ia to bind together 
the Old an;! the New World ; aud it in only on hav- 
ing tho place pointed out lo ua that we find where tho 

^lelicssind by what process it is taken on board, 
the side opposite lo where we landeJ, deep below 
dot?k of oar giant, there is moored n vessel sur- 
mi-*d by Q timber BtruclurG resembling a bousoi 

1 froca thia veaael the wonderful tclcgrapb cable is 
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WD slleutljr into tlie immeuae womb of the Gix^t 
lem. The work ia done so quiolly and noisL^ees- 
y, bj jncnii3 ol'fi email atwira-cngiQc, Ihat wc scarcely 
notice it ludtMid, were it not pointtnl out to n^j we 
would never lUick that lUat little iron cord, about an 
inch iu diameter, wbich is Bliding over a iavf Toilers 
and tbrough a wooden table, is a tbiiig of world-wide 
iume— a tiling wbieli may influence llie life of wbole 
nations; nay, whioli may affect ibe miircL of eiviliza- 
lion. Following tbe diroctioa in whicL Iho iroE ropo 
goes, we now como to ibe moat mLirvelloua siglit jct 
secti on Itoard tlic Great Ensteri]. We find onrselvea 
iiL a littlo wooden c^bin, and Look down, over a roiling 
at tbo sido, into an immeiiao cavern below. Tiiia cnv- 
cra ]& OBC of the tbiee "" tauka ' in wbicb tlic two-tbou- 
wiuJ-milc cable is ij:«ling [i tomporiiry Jn^nia Tbc 
pitsaive agent of electricity comes creepiug h\ berc in 
A bcaulifiiE, sileut manner, and is deposited iu Bpii'al 
coils, layer upon layer. It ia almost dark at tbe im- 
mense dt'ptb below, nnd we c?m only dinily dieccm 
the IianiJm figures through whose liorda the coil 
posses to itfl bed. Suddenly, howcTcr, the men begin 
singing. They intone a low, plaintirc song of the 
sea; sometlilng like Elrgalcy^s 

'Hirce fiebpra v-frt shIUtij; awij to lie ^Cflt, 
A**j to tlifl Wcei oa ilm sue •taut du«iD— ' 



ihc fioundd of wbicb rise up from the daik^ deep cav- 




208 aiSTOKT or the ATL.U4XIC teleorapd. 

em witli Btartling effeel, and produce an indescribal 
imprcsaion, 

*' We pi'ocecd on j bat tbe song of tlie sailors who 
are tatiug charge of the Atlantic Telegrapt cable ia 
Lauutiiig U3 hko a dream. Ia raia that our gULd<j 
conducts MS all over the big aliip, through milca of 
galleries, pfis^agKSjKlairaL^s^iLndprotnednde.H; through 
gorgeous saloouS; full of mirrors, marbles, paiDliuga, 
and upholstery, made 'rogardlosa of ospcnso;' and 
through baiidinga crowded with glittering steam ap- 
paralUH of gigantic JiineaalonSj wbcre the latejil poAVti 
of coal and water eremites t]ie force which propels this 
monatcr Tcsael over the eeaa. In vain onr attention 
13 directed tu all these bights; vredonot admire tlicin; 
our imngiiiatt'»n is used np, Tho ei^hu of the fiailora' 
song ia the womb of tlie Great EaHtern will not be 
banished from our mind. It raises viaiona of the fu- 
ture of Ihc mjatic iron coil under our feet — how it will 
roll forth Again from ila niirrow Iwirth ; hovr it will siuk 
to the bottom of the Atlantic, or hang from mountain 
10 mountain far below tbo stormy waves; and 
two ureal nations, offi>priu<p4 of one race and pmni 

»n, will flpenk through this wonderful oc^^ 
; distance and time. Who can help ^rco^^ 
the spot whcrowc ataad? For it ia truly 
^ rorofliif^e of civiliz^ition, this Gnat Ea3t- 
AtLiniiv Tc'li'gniph ujiblc. Even ahoi 
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tr Age produce nothing else^ it done would be the 
Sttmpb of our age" 
As tlic work approached compleUon, public interest 
'ivod in the stupendous undertaking, and crowda of 
woiidcrscckura cnmc down from London to see tbe 
prcparationa for the expedition. Even if not adoiil- 
011 boiird, they found a. s^iisftxcuou ia sailing 
jund tie great ship^ in whose mighty bosom was 
^^iJed thifl huge aea-aorpent. It bad alao many dia- 
^^iguisbed visitor. Among otherSi tho Prince of 
^H^ales ctme to see the ocoan girdle which v/aa to 
^T:uk the British Jalauds with his future dominions be- 
yond tlic 3ca. 

At Icngtb, on the twcnty-Dinth of May, clmost the 

Ijidt dny ai Spring, the mauufzictiire of the cuble was 

fiuishcd, Tho maehinea whicL for eight months had 

been in a constant whirl, made their last round. The 

I ti nkling of a bell announced that the raachtcery waa 

^^kopty, and the mighty work stood completed. It 

^ofily remained that it should be got on board, and tlie 

Bliip prepared for her voyage. Hundreds of busy 

hands were at work without censing, and yet it waa 

wt*k* before she wafl ready to put to sea, 

It may well be believed that it was no small nffiiir 

e^^nip Bueh an expedition. Beside tha enormous 

irdcn of the oablo itself, the Great Eastern had to 

:g on board seven or eight thousand tons of coal^ 
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onougb for a fleet, to feed Ler fires. Then b1i& earned 
about five liundred men, for whom Eho liad tc» make 
provision diirmg the weeka thoy migbt be at suii. 
The atorea Uid in ^erc cnougli far & small army. 
Standing oq the wbecl-Louse, aud looking down, one 
iniglit firncy bimsclf in some large farm-ynrd of Eng^ 
land. Tlicre stood the motherly co^v tbat was to gWe 
them milk ; and a doaea oxeo^ and twenty pige, and a 
hundred and tw^enty sheep, while wbolo flocke of 
ducks und geese, and fowls of every kind, cockled as 
in a pouttry-yardp Beside all this live Etocfc, hun- 
dreds of barrels of proviaions, of meats, and fhiita, 
were stored in the well-atocked larder below. Tliufl 
laden for her voyage, the Groat Eastern had in her a 
vfcighl, including her own machinery, of twenty-uue 
llioiisand lona — a burdeu almost as great as could 
have been carried by the whole fleet with which 
Kelson fought the battle of Traf4i]sflr. 

As the time of departure drew near, public curiosity 
excited, and there was an exlraordinary desire to 
itness the approaching attempt The Company waa 
id by applicatioTia frJm all qoartera for permia- 
WQH to m.-eomjfany ihe expedition. Had these re- 
?en granted, on the scale asked, eireu the loi^ 
IS of the (jrcnt Eastern could hardly have 
ifint for the crowds ou board. The demand 
rasing for jilaees for ncwspa|icr correspond* 
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Is. Tbeae c:ime uot only &oni Eitglaiid, but from 

ranee und America. Almost every jourunl in Lon- 

OD claiined tbe priyilcgo of being represented. The 

lit was wtat migUt Lava beeo expected As it 

iis impossible to satisfy ailj ntid to discriminate iti 

vor orsomc^ and exclude otlier?, would seem f>artbl 

d uETJust, ihejwere finally obliged to exclude alL 

r coiirae ibSa g:ive great offeuee. Thcro was an aut- 

ry in England and in ibo tTniteii Stotoa at wlai waa 

denouQccd aa a scl^eb and euicidul policj. But it ia 

doubtful wbctUcr any otlier possible coorac tvould 

liave given Loltor satis rriction. 

Wbotbcr ibc Managcjra erriMl in lUia or not, it 
flUould bo siLid tbat tiicy appliod the anmo iuc^cora- 
bio rule to tbemaclvcs — even directors of tUc Coia- 
ny being excluded, unless they bad some special 
slniTss on board. 
It eboLild bo bomo Jn ntnd that tbo expedition woa 
not under tbe control of tbe Atlantic Telegraph Com- 
pany at all, but of the Telegraph Constructica ftnd 
Maintenance Company, wbich ha<l undertaken tbe 
work in. fuifilEQcnt of a contract with iko former Com- 
pany lo manufacture and lay down a cable across tbo 
Atlantic, in which it assumed tbe whole responsibility, 
not only making tbo eabJe^ but cbarlcring the Ebip 
ftnd appointing the officer^ and sending its own engi- 
neers to lay it down. Of course it had an enormous 
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Btakc ill tlid result. Hciice it fdt^ not only authorized^ 
but bound, lourgani/.o llie exjtetlition solely viitli r-^fer- 
ence to fiacoesa. It wtis uot a voyage of pleasure, but 
for buaineas ; for the twoomplishmcnt of a great and 
must dirHciih undertaking. Hence it was right tbat 
moat strict rules should bo adopted. Accordmgly 
tliei'e wws not a man on. board who had not eomo busi- 
iicSB there, Aa the voyage promised to bo one of the 
ulraoat practical inUireat to elcctriciiLns autl engineers, 
several young incii were ree^ived aa a^sislJiTila in tho 
toflling room or in the engiueers' departrneot ; but there 
was no peraoti who waa not in £omo way engaged on 
the business of one or the other cotupany, or con- 
nected with the managernenl of the eliip. Except 
Mr Field, tiot an Atlantic Teli?grapli Director a/y 
eompnuicd tiio expedition ; and he represented ul30 
tbe Newfaundland Company. Mr. Gooch, M.P,^ waa 
at once a Director of tiio Telegraph Ccnstruelion and 
Maintenance Ci>mp.iny, and Chainnan of tbe Board 
tiiat owned tho G-rcat Eastern, and ao represented 
both tbose companies which, bad so gi^eat a slake 
ill the resulL 

Tlnia tlic whole businOBa was in the hands of the 
Telegraph Oonstrnolioii and Maintenance Compaay. 
ll had it^ own officers to man the expedition — the 
Cftptatu &ml crew to sail tlie ship — it^ engineers to 
Uj tho mbb— 'Uid itd deotneianA to test it. Ev^en iha 
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inent electriciins, Profe^or Thomson act! Mr, Tar- 
, who were on board in the service of the Atlan- 
Telegraph Company, were not allowed to intiir- 
', Tior ei-en to ^ive advice wQ\es& it were asked for in 
^writing, and ihea it was to bo given in wnlmg, 
'hair office was only to test the cable ivlien laid, to 
pass messages through it from Newfoundland to Ire- 
id, and to report it compktc. 

So rjgorooa were the rulea whicli governed this 
memorable voyage. The wliolo enterprise was or- 
nizcd OB completely oa a naval cjEpodition. Every 
man had his place. As when & ship ia going into bat- 
tic, every body ia aeat below tliat has not eomc busi- 
ness on deck, so it ia not strange that in i^uch a crttioal 
onterpnse tboy did not want a hoat of siipomumeraries 
on board, 

Ytt tlic Company waa not unmindful of i.lie anxiety 
of the public for news, and since it could not give 
place to many ct^rreBpondoDta, it engaged one, and 
that tho boat— W. If. Rusacll, LLD-, the well-known 
rcspoitdent of i\t^ London TImefi, in the Crimea 
d in India. This brllHaat writer waa engaged to 
accompany the expedition — not to praise without dU- 
inaticn, but 1o report events faitiifnlly from day 
to djiy. lie was accompanied by aevcral artials, to il- 
trale the scenes of (he voyage. Tluia the Company 
c every provieion to farnibli information and even 
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SDterLiinmGiit to Lbe public, Sercral of i\iQ&a gentle- 
caen aikrwatd wrote occounta i'or diflt^reut tnaga- 
/lines — Bltokvvood, Comliill, und Mucmilbn 3. Their 
iiffeifnt roj)orU, and espefiJally iVie volume af Dr. 
Husscll, wbicli combines the accumcj aud tahmte^ 
ncsa of a diury kept from daj to dajy witli briUiiiut 
desci'iptionR, set off by illiiatratioiia from drawinga 
of tliu arijp^ fumiib the [lublit; m full and ctjmpk'tt; 
au account na if there had been a special ootrespoad- 
ent for every journiil of England and Amerieu. 

But if the public at large were very properly ex- 
cimletl, ihe oi'ganizattJii on brwinl was perf<;et and 
complete. At the head was Captain Anderson, of 
whom wc have already spoken. As his dntjca wouhL 
be manifold and increasing, he had rciiucaled tLc aid 
of an assistant commander, and Captaia Moriarty, 
B. N., who had been in the Agamemnon in 1853, 
WM permitted by the Admiralty to accompany tlie 
Ghip, and to give the invaiuablo nid of hid experience 
and skill. The government also generously granted 
two ships of war, the Sphinx and tha Terrible, to 
attend the Great Eaatern. Thus the whole equip- 
ment of the expedition waa English, Of t)ic five 
hundred men on board the Great En^^tern, there waa 
hill OP" ^foi'n'mn, and that was Mr. Field, 

'' iccMTig department was under charge of 

CnjiEitDg, who, aa ibe rcpr^entativo of 
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tlio Tclcgrnph Cotislniction aud Maiatenrmcc Com- 
paaj, Wfis chief in command In all matters relating 
tn lajing ilia [::ibla For tliis res|M>Qsible position 
tio better man could liavc been oboscn. Before tbo 
\oyagG was cudcd, liu Lad amplu opportunity to show 
Lis resouTccf', lie was ably seconded by Mr, Henry 
Cliflbrd. Butb these gL»ntlemen hud been on bonrJ the 
j^ganiemnou in the two Expeditions of ISoS. They 
had Biuce had large experience In laying eubmarfno 
cablea in the Medilcrranean and other seas. It was 
chiL^ny by their united skill ihnt the paving-out tiia- 
obinerj had bcon brought to snoh porroction, that 
throughout the voyage it worke^l without a siugle 
bitch i*r jar. Tbey bad aj invaluable hdpcr in Mr. 
I Tennplo, 

^K The electrical ilepartmciil was under charge of Sfr* 
^^e Saut3', who haJ had loug eiperJenoe in subtiia- 
rice lelogmphSf and who wa« aideil by an efficient 
corps of assistants. Professor Thomsou and Mr. 
Varley, sa wc Lave saiii, rcprcscnlL-d the Atlantic 
Company, All these ge^itlcraca had been unceasing 
in tbeir Ursta of the cable in every form, Vith while in 
the process of manufacture and alter it was ccilei] in 
ihc Great Eastern, The result of their repeated leaia 
was to demonstrate that the cable was TwtJif/ tima 
•more pcr/ert titan had l&iti required. With tiimh mar' 
Vellons delicacy did they test the current of electricity 
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s&ut through it, that it was determined tbfit of one 
tbousani parL", over nine hundred and nincly nine 
came out at the other cud 1 

To complete thiG organization nitd ei^uipment cansrd 
each delays as excited the impfiiience of nil on bonrd> 
Bat at length, wbea midsummer had fullj come — at 
noon of Saturday, July fifteenth — tUe song of the sail- 
ors BountloJ the c^Jit dii d^jntrt. Tiic Great Eastern 
was then lyhig fit tho Nor;^ and she seemed to eliag to 
the English Boil which ehc bad glided with a hngo 
Trotmun weighing seYCQ tous, held tkst by a chain 
whereof every link weighed seventy pounds! To 
wrencli this pondarouB anehor from its bed required 
the united strcngtii of near two hundred men. At last 
the bottoin li;t go its hold, the anehor swings to the 
bow, the giin ia fired, and the voyage is begun, A 
fleet cE yiiohta and boats raise their eheers as tho 
mighty hull begins to move. But nutrk how carefully 
she fi't'JH her way, following the lead of yonder IiLlIg 
steamer, the Porcupine, the same fuilhful guide that 
BCTcn year* before led llie Niagara up Trinity Bay 
one rjight wheu the faint light of stara twinkled on 
all the surrounding hilli Slowly they near the sea. 
Kow the elifEk of Do\'er are in sight, and bidding he; 
cecort adieu, the Great Ea^lem glidw aloug by tha 
boAiiiirul Isle of Wight, and then quickening her 
p«cd, vnih a roval sweep, she moi 
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nel. Off Fiilmouth sli6 picked up tlie Caroline, a 
Bmcll fitcomor, wbicb biLd left several days bcforo 
with the shoTo end on boorc]. She was Uboriiig 
lienvily with her burden, nud made little headway 
10 Ihe rough wavos. But the Great Eisiuru look Iter 
in tow, and she followed like a ship's boat in the vako 
of the monarch of the seas. 

Thus they p:»Bs(?Ll round ta the coast of Ireland, lo 
thai Valoatia Bay where, eight years hcforo, the Earl 
of Oarlialc gave his benediction on the departure <^ 
Ihe Niagara and llie Agamemnon, and where, a year 
later, tho gallant English ship brought lier end of the 
cable safely to the shore. 

The point of Landing liad been changed from Va- 
lentia hurbor five or &\x milea to Foil horn me rura B«yp 
a wild spot where huge cliff* hang over tho waves 
that here come rolling in from tho Atlantic Da the 
top, aa old tower of the tirae of Oromwell lells of tbG 
bloody days of England's great civil wan It la now 
but a mossy ruin. Here ihe penainta who flocked iii 
from the country pitched their boolh* on the green 
sward, and looked down from the dizzy heights oa 
tho boats dandug in the hny below. At the foot of 
the cliff, a soft, sandy beaeh form^ a bed for the cahip, 
and hero, as it issues from tho sea, it is led up a chan- 
nel which bad been cut for it in the rocks, 

As tho shore end wzis very massive and uawiehly, 
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it could not be laid except in good wealhcr; and o 
the sea was now rougli, tbe Great EostCTii withdrew 
to Banlrj Bity, lo be out of the way of tlie stonca 
wliicli sooictimca break with fury on tbis rtjck-bouiitj 
^oast. 

On Saturday tbia preliminary worK was completed, 
ttie Ueovy sborc oac3 was carried from tbe deck of ibe 
Cftjolinc across a bridge of boats to tbe beach, and 
baulud up tliB cliifa amid the abouta of iLc jjcoplu. 
Whcu OQoe it n-as mads fast to tbe rocka, tbe little 
atcamcr bcg-an lo move and tbo huge coil slowly un- 
wound, and lika a giant awakened, stretched out its 
long iron arms. By balf-fiasl ten o'clock at night tbo 
bold was orapty, the whole twcuty-seven miles having 
been aufoly kid^ and tbe end buoyed in aeventy-Svo 
faibonia w:\t.cr. A dispatch was at once stint acroaa 
tbe fi^tinlry to B-iniry Bay to tbe Great Eastern lo 
come around with all speed, and early the next morn- 
ing her smoke was seen in the oJEug, Pissing the 
harbor of Vuli^nti^i^ she procee^led trj join tbe Caro- 
line, which she reached about nooDj and at ooce com- 
roonecd apUcing the massive eboro cad to bcr own 
deep-sea lini;. This was a work of fwverat houra, so 
that it waa toward evening before all was com- 

leied, 

lUSi fio nmny hiid been the delays of the ijost 
that ii. had e(jme on to Sunday before llie 
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Eastern was ready to begin Ler vojnge. Tliia — 
wliich some might count n liesecmtion of the holy 
day — tlie sailors rather accepted as a good omen, 
llitd Ihe sliore end been laid forty -eiglit Lours sooner, 
the voyage miglit Lave begun on Friday, wliicli sail- 
OFF, wbo ara proverbially supersiilioua, would have 
tWiglit an unlucky bcginniLig. But Sunday, in Ihcir 
esteem, is a good day. Thwy like, when a ebip ia 
moviDg out of siglit or landj that llie last eonnd from 
tie shore Bbould be ibc blcstcd SiibbalL bcUa If thnt 
sacred cLimc were not lieard to-day, at legist a Sabbatb 
peaeo rested ou sea jmd sky. It was a c^tlni suTiDiner'a 
eveaing. The ean was juFt einkirg in the waves, as 
llic Gnat EoBtem, wiih the two ships of war which 
waited on ddier hand, to nttetid her royal progn?s3j 
turned llieir facpa to the West, nnd cniiglit the sudden 
glory* S"y3 RussgII : " As the sun set, a broad stream 
of golden light was tbrowu across the sraoolh billows 
toward their bows, as if to indicate and illumine the 
path marked out by the hand of hcavenj' What a 
Racrcd omen I Had it been the fleet of Columbus sail' 
iug westward, every ship 'a company \70uid have fallen 
upon their knees on those decks^ and burst forth in an 
Ave Maria to the gentle Mistress of the Seas, Wo 
trust m lliaC manly erew there wns many an eye that 
look in the full beauty of the secrc, and many a rcver- 
tnt heart that invoked a benediction. 
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darkened, looker! like a Gick-cbambcr where goma 
royal pntieut Ifty tiomliliTig between life and deatb. 

The metbod uaod by the olcciricians to discover a 
fault ia oac of such delicacy and beauty as aliowa the 
uiarycUoua pcrfcctloa of tLc icstrumeuls which science 
I'luploya to icani the secrets of nature, Tlic galvauo- 
meter is an inyentioo of Profeaaor Thomson, by which 
■*o my of ifgbt roQocted from a tiny mirror suapcnded 
to n magnet tnivcla along a scale, and indicates the re- 
sisiauce to the passage of the current tHrougb tlie cable 
hy the deflection of the magnet, wbich ia marked by 
tho courao of this speck of light If tbc light of tbo 
mirror iravcla beyond the index, or out of bounds, an 
eEc4ipe of X}\Q current is tailing place, and what i£ 
technically called a fault hns occurred.'' Such was 
the discovery on Monday morning. At a quartet 
pnst three o'eltwk the elfctrlciaii on duly saw the 
liglit suddenly glide to the end of the scale and there 
vanish. 

Fortunately it was not a fatal injuiy. It did not 
prevent signaDmg tltrough the cable, and a niea.'Wigp 
was at once Bent back to the Bhore^ giving notice of 
tliC check that had beea received. But iho clectrio 
current did not ^ow ircelv. There was a Jeak at 
some point of tlie line wliieh it would not be pradcot 
to paM over. They wera now seventy-throe miles 
iwm shore, having run out eighty-four miles of cable. 
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Tlie tcsLa of the clcctriciatis indiciitcd tlie fjiali; to be 
Ccu or a i3o^cn miles from tlie stem of i\io ship. Tlie 
unly safe c<jurse was tu go back and get this on board, 
and cut out the defective portion. It was a most un- 
grateful operation thug to bo undoing tLoir own work, 
hill tliere was no help for it. 

Sacli ncoideuts Lad been anlieipaled, find before 
tlio Grcr.t Eustorn left England, eho had been pro- 
vided with macliinery to be used in oaao of necca- 
sitj- for '*pielving up" iIjo cable. But this provod 
ratber on unwieldy affair. It was at the bow, and 
ns the paying-out maobinc was at tbc Btornj ibc Bbip 
bad to be goL rounds and the cabldt wliicb must Grst 
be cut, had to be transferred &om one end to the 
oibcr. This was not an easy mallor, TKo Great 
Baslcra was an eighth of a mile long, aaJ to carry 
the cable along bcr %idca for this distance, and orer 
her high nheebhousea, was an opemtion at ouca 
iedions and difliculu 

But at length ibc ship's head wOA brought round* 
and the end of tbe cable lifted over the bov, ^<1 
grasped by the pulling-in machine, and tbe engine be- 
gan to puff with the labor of raising the cable from 
the JepLlis of the ocean. Fortanalely they wenj 
only in four or Qve hundred fiilboms water, so tli« 
the Btraia woa noi great. But Um engine woiked 
poorly, and the oj^^ration ivas rety slovr, ^Vitfi 
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the Wet tlioy could do, it avqs imposaiblo to mtfio 
Qiore tljau a milo an hour I But patience and cour- 
age, tliougli it I:ikcs all day and !ill night!* The 
Great Eastern does htir duty well, slenming ^owlj 
back toward Ireland, wLilc the cngino pullfl» and Iho 
cable cornea np^ thongli relucLautly, from tlie se^ lit] 
on Tnesday morning at seven o'cloct, when they 
have hauled in a little over ten miles, the cause of 
offence 15 brought on board. It b found lo be a smiii! 
jn€i:e of wire, not longer than a needle, that by some 
nct'idont (for ihoy did not then suapect a design) had 
been driven tUrougli the outer cover of the cable till 
it louclicd the core. There was the source of all the 
miseUieC It was this pm's poinL which prieked this 
vital obordj opening a minute parage through whieh 
the electricity, Uke a jel of blood from a pierced ar- 
tery, went Etreaming into the sea. It wua with au 
almcat angry feeling, as if lo punish it for ita iplxu- 
■ion, ihat this insignificant and contemptible source of 
trouble vrassnatcbed iiom its place, the wounded piece 
of cable W!xs cut of^ and a splice niaile and the work 



* ** At] Jir'iDg tlic: bighL tbc pi-oceflQ cf picltbg up "Tat corfitUlIj UT- 
rii-d iin, iUa Big Ship Iwtattng TjpiiiEllbllj, nml buitging llpttlj orfr th9 
nljk% Ui ir ToLrful liT Lrcakin*; llic eluuiJur con! nhlch iwdtcJ op uii] 
^own lu vIlo iKCAu. loJccd, to ddjottirlj tliJ ihc ijiawcr bfr hvlui, bh^ 
ooil in (ho Mm of tlirekd-liko tuble orcr b^r bawa^ tliKt abo put ODO in 
■hrl i*t*n elfpbtnt uUngup a ftrnv in lu proLoirili,^' — Hebell. 
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of paying oiU RiiPWL'd. But it van four o'dodk in 
the aftemooa of Tuesday before tbcy were ready to 
Tcaume tho voyi^, A full dixy and a half lud 
lost by this miserable piece of mro. 

But the veiatioua delay ia over at laat^ and the 
etalflly ship, oace more turning to tho West, movaa 
ahead ^vith a steady composure, aa if no petty trouble 
could vex her tranquil miud. Thiougfaout the voyage 
the behavior of the ship was the admiration of all on 
board. While her consorts on either side were pitched 
about at tho mercy of the wayea, she moved forward 
with a grave demeanor, as if conscious of her mission, 
or na if eager to unburden her mighty heait, to throw 
overboard tho gi-eat mystery that was coined up withi 
her, and to cast her burden on the aca. 

The electrieians, too, were elated, and with reason, 
at the perfection of the caWe as demonstrated by every 
hour's eiperience. At intervals (if thirty miu'ites, 
day and night, testa were paaacd from ship to shore, 
and to the delight of sill, instead of finding the insu- 
lation weakened, it steadily improved iia the cable waa 
brought iuto contact with the cold depths of the -Ajlfl 
hntii^. ^ 

All now went well till Saturday, the twculy-ninth, 

^vh^Tn a litUo after noon there was again a cry fiora 

aa if ODOo niorc llio cable were wounded and 

Tills lime the fEiull was more acrious 
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before, The electricians looked vcrj grave, for llicjr 
liad struck "drad carlh/^ ihki is, tlie insulution was 
cotoplelely destroyed, and ihe electric current was 

EtwTApiH^ into llto sen. 
^ tlic fault had gone overboard, it was neceesar/ lo 
erae their coatsc, and hatil in till Lhe defective pari 
.1 brouglil Tip friJtn the bottom. This time it wafl 
more difficult, for tlioy were in water two miles dctp» 
Slill iLc ciiblo yielded slowlj- to the iron Lands that 
drew it upward ; ;ind after working all the nftemoon, 
about ten o'cloek lit ni^hl tLey got the fuult on board. 
Tfac wounded linib waa at onco amputated, and join' 
ing Ibc parts that were wliolc. tlic c-iblu was made new 
and strong iigmn. Tltua eude<l a day ofanxielj. Tbe 
ne:£t TcomiDg, wbich was tlic second SablutL at sou, 
WM wt^lcomcd Willi a grateful feeling nfler the bus- 
peiisc of tbi.^ last tweoty-Rmr hcum. 

Oe Monday, the miloa of cable that had boon haulod 
up, and which were lying in huge piles upon the deck, 
wore Buhjeeled lo a rigid eiamination, to find out 
where the fault lay, Tbia woa soon apparent. K"ear 
the end was found a piece of wire thrust through itfi 
very bearl, as if it bad been driven into it All looked 
black when this wa*i diseoveredj for nt once it emittd 
^spLctOBS of design- It was remarked tbat Ibc same 
of workmen were in tho tank as at the tina© 
the first fault, Mr, Canning sent for the men, 
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ftiid showing lliem ihe cable pierced tbrougli vith 
the wire, aaked them Low it occnrred, Evorj mau re- 
plied that U mttst h<ivc hccn done by ds^n, oven lliough 
ihej nctused tliemselvca, aa llila implied iLiit lliere 
^\-na a traitnr among tliem. It seemed Lard lo bolieye 
that any one could be guihy of sucb devilish tnalig- 
nity- Yet sueL a tUiug bad been done before m & 
ciible liLid in tbe Nortb Sea, wLere tbe insubitioa was 
tJcslroyed by a nniL driven into it- Tbe man was after- 
ward arrested, and confcseed tbot lie bad been bired lo 
do it by a rival company, Tbe maUer was tlie sub- 
ject of a long investigation in the Engliab courta. In 
llie present cQflc th^re were tnany motives wbicb niiglit 
prompt to sucli an act. The fall in tbe alocJc on the 
London Esubnnge, caused by a loss of tbe cable, coiiH 
li;n\lly lifl less tb.in liiilf a niiJIion sterling. Here was 
fl tcmplalion sneb as betrays bold, bad men into crime. 
Jlowevcr, aa it was impossible to fix tbo deed on any 
one, notbiiig wna proved, and tbere oiily remained a 
jift]T>ftil su5[ii^it*n of trencbcry. Against ibis it wna 
lUcir d«lj to guard. Tbercforc it was agreed ibat tbe 
mMaUanOi^M. boiLrd eliould take turns in keeping 
^^^^^^■it It was very unpleasant lo Mr 
n vraXch on men, many of wlom 
in hiri former cablc-btymg eapedi- 
^t*r tbern admiltal tbe necessity ofi^ 
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and were aa eager aa himfidf to find out tbc J^das 
amcirg Ibem. 

Bui accident ot villainy, it was defented this timi?, 
find lie Great Kask'm proudly continued Lcr voyogc, 
Kot tlio slightest cLeck interrupted tlicir progress for 
the next tbrte days, durlDg which they passed ovlt 
^v^ hundred milca of ocean. It was now they en- 
joyed their grettteat triumph, They were in the mid' 
dlo of the Atlantic, a:ii3 llius far the voyage had been 
a complete suceess. The ship Bcemed as if niado by 
Henvcn lo flecomplisU Ihie great vork of civilization. 
The pajimg-out apparatus waa a piece of roechaniam 
to exeite the enthusiasm of an engineer, so smooihly 
did its well-oiled wheels run. The strain never exoced- 
edfouriccnhundred-wcightjereaiii the grenlcatdcptba 
of the Atlantic, And aa for the cable ilfielij it seemed 
to come (Lfl near pprf<?ctiou as it waa possible to attain. 
As befare, the insulation was greatly improved by 
submergence in the ocean. With every lengthening 
league It grew better and better. It seoms almost be- 
yond belief, ret the fiet is fully attested that, when in 
tUo rnidJlo of the ocean, the communieatLon was ao 
perfect that they could tell at Valentia every time the 
Great Eastern rolled,* With such omens of auo- 



* Co i^qiilfiLtJj tonsldve wu Lhe capper etTanil, tb«L u iho Gi<al 
Eutem rollc-d, aad m ma-h the cabla pau actCsH lUc mAgnetic mn^ 
dlui, ibc tniluoyl cunrut of dcotricitj, laeotapnhBuiblj' £uDt at U 
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<3tik% wlto oald but ft'cl confident? And "wliczi oc 
JAnii^Y Xhrj passed over a deep valley, vbere laj 
*'(bo bones of three Atlantic caWes," it was villi a 
proud asflurarcc ihat tbey should not add another to 
tiic numbon 

Biit Wi-drtesda^ brought a eudden teriniDndon of 
their hopf». They bad run out iibout twelr^ htmdred 
mi1«a or cable, and ^cre now vritbin aix hnadred 
niika "jf Kvwfourtdland. Two daja more would have 
roado ihcni Kife, .ts k would have brought them into 
the Btiollow waters of the coast. Thus it was when 
loa^t expected thai disaster came, W"e shall give verj 
brii'fly tho rLvroid of ibis fiual day. In the inorniTu;, 
wliily Mr. Field waa keeping wntch in the tink, willi 
the PJirao gang of m(?n who had been there when the 
ticjublo occurred bcfom, a grating sound waa heard, as 
if a piece of wire had caught in the macbineryj and 
wonl waa pfjsacd up to the deck to look out for it; 
but ihc caution sccme not to lave been heard, and it 
pftjweil over the steru of the ship. Soon nfUtr a report 
enmo from tho teftling-roonn of *' another fault'' It 
wail m^t a bjid <mi*.', since it <Jid not prOTont commimi- 
calion with l;ind j and much anxiety might have been 
saved hud u menage haen sent to Trt-laod tbat they 



\ 
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w«rc about to cut tlio oabk, in order to haul it on 
board. But amall oa tbc fault wois, it could not be leA 
beliiad- Down on the deep sou.-floor waa aome minute 
dereet, n pin*s point ia a length measured by thou- 
eaiida of miles. Yet that waa anough. Of tliia mar 
vellou^ produot of human skill, it might in truth be 
fiaiil, that Jt was like the law of God in (1t.*[naTiding ^b- 
fioluie perrection. To oITond m one point \ras to be 
guilty of oil. 

This ucvr fuult, thougli it was annoying, did not 
create alann, Tor they had been accufitcmed to such 
lliici^R^ and regarded them only aa the natural inci- 
dents of the voynga Hud the apparatus for pulling 
in been compictc, it could not have delayed them more 
than a few hours. But lliig had been the weak poiot 
of the arrangements from the beginning — the htU Tioire 
of the expedition. The only motive power waa a lit- 
tle donkey engioe, (righlly nained,) whleh puflt^d and 
wheezed as if it bad the asthma. Thiawaa now put in 
retjuiditioD^ but soon gai'o out for want of more flteam. 
AVUiio waiting for ttiis a breoao epraug up^ which 
caused iLo Great Hiistcni lo drills over the cable, by 
wliich it was b4dly chafL-d, so that when it wub hauled 
in, us the injured pa.rt waa coming over the bowB and 
w,ii almost within grasp, suddenly U broicecati plungud 
into the; seal 

Thus it c»mc without a nnoment'a warning, So uu- 
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expecleil was such a catastrophe, ibiit ihe ^eiillemvr 
liad goae dovQ to lo&ch, as it was a little past tL« 
hour of noon. Bat Air. Ci^tiriiikg and ATr, Field ^Eixxi 
watcbmg tb? cable ns it was sLr^^i^in^ upward from 

the aeoj and saw the SQ^ppiiig of tbai coH^ wliiub 
broke so miay hopes. The impro^on may be bettor 
im^iQed tban deficribol- Says a writer oa board; 
^''SudJt^nlj Ur. Cannmg appeared in the saloon^ and 
a maimer wbicb caused every ooo to start ia bta 
Bcat, flaid, ' It is all otct I It U gODe 1' then ho^iteued 
onward to hb c^bin. Ere ibe thrill of surprifv and 
p^n occasioned hy these words had pascd away, \U. 
Field came fn^m tbc companion into tb& saloon^ nnd 
said, with composure admirnble under the eirouui- 
fitancest, though his Jip quivered and his cheek was 
blanched, 'The Cible bus parusd and has goac over- 
board/ All were on deck in a moment, and tberc^ 
itideed, a glacce revenJed tlio Lruth.'^ 

Al lusi it had come— the calamiiy which all bad 
feared, yet that socraed so far away only a few houra 
before Yet tlicrc it was — tie ragged end on botud, 
ti:rm and bleeding, tlie other ]jring inT d^^n in ita 
ooeau grave- 

Here in Anicncfl, of course, noLhiog could bo known 
I the &tc of the ffX|)edition till its arrival on our 
*iores. But in England ils progreaa was reported 

vnday to day, and as the success up to this point had 
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IIjwI Xha hopes of all lo the Lighcst pitch, tbo and- 
loss of commUDication wJtb the ship was a heavy 
bTovr to public cxpectaticn, and gave rise tc all soria 
conjwlwrt^ At first ft fiivorite theory was, that 
ramunicaiioa had been inierrupled by a TnagDelic 
These aro among the most mvBtciiofiB pho- 
tcna of naturo — ao subtle and fleeting as to be 
lost bejfoud tlie re;mh of science. No visible sign 
they give of their presence. Is'o cJotids diikeii 
Lettveaaj no thunder peuls uloog the sky. Yet 
inge iDflueucea tioublo llie nir. At ihia very hour, 
)r Airy, the Aslrcnomer Itfyjil al the Ohaerva- 
torr at Greenwich, reported a magueiic storm of una- 
SJid violence. Said a London paper; *'Just when 
IG aignala Jrom tbc Great Eastern ceased, a magnetic 
irm of aingalir violence Lad set in. Unperc^ived 
ntjt lo be seen lo the heavens, nor ftlt la iha 
IpherCj the earth *a electricity underwent a layste- 
ms dUturbancc. The recording inatrumcota soot- 
fj aliciit the kingdom, evcTywtore teatified to the 
rv of ibis voicelcM tempeat, ami then* is every rea- 
tfj anpposo that the confusion of aignala it naiJdaiy 
Wedneadoy was due to the strange and unuaual 
j-curreuta of magnetiBm, sweeping wildly acrosa 
ible as it Iny in nppnitiilly iiuuoubled waters at 
rtlom of tlie Atlantic;' 
Said ilic Times: *' At Valentin, on Wcdneaday lafit, 
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Ibc BigDJils, up to nine A.M., were coming with wou- 
derfal disLinctnesa Had rpgularity, but about tbat time 
a violent magnetic storra set in, No insulatiou of i\ 
Eubmnrinc cable i^ ever so pcriucl aa to witbaUud Ihc 
iiiflacDco of tbcfie eleclrJcul pbenomeao, ^bich corre- 
fipoiid in some particukra to storms m the ordinary 
almoBphere^ tbeir direction goiiertdly being from east 
to wcaL Their action is immediately com Limn icated 
lo all conductors tif electricity, and a. strug^U set up 
between the natural current and that used artificially 
in sending messa;^. This mngnctio etorjn affected 
every tflegrapbic station in tbe kingdom- At some 
tlje wire's were utterly useless ; and between Valenlia 
and Killarney tlie natural current toward tbe west wua 
so strong along tbo land lines tbat it required an addi- 
tion of live timca the ordinary battery power to ovor- 
comc iU Tbia magnetic storm, which ceased at two 
A.M, oil Fridny, was insLmtly perceptible in tbe Atlan- 
tic cable" 

But tbeso explanations, co consoling to aninoiiB 
fritinl* on bind, did not comfort those on board tlie 
Qraat Eastern. They knew, alas 1 tbat tbo cable wob 
at tho bottom of tbo ocean^ and the only question wa^ 
iTfliiy ihiug could be done to recover it. 

Nni.v bi*g;in a work of wliieb there had been no ex- 

«in|.lri ia iho annaJaof tbo soa. Tbe intrepid Canning 

IfCd h\t purpooc to grapple for the cable I Thd 
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jposal seemed wilrl, ilictated hj the irenzy of de- 
spair. Yet lie ta^l tlaliod in deop wal^r« belbre. Ha 
md laid bis bond oti tLo bottom of tlic Mcditcrran^EiD, 
tut Lliat WIL3 a abatlovr luke- compared fvith tbe depi.hs 
[to vhioh tbe Adancic cable liad deaceDded. TLe 
oceatt is bcre two and a bidf miles deop. It was aa it 
an Alpine liuntor etood on tbo emnmit of Mont Ulano 
and cost a line into ihe Talc of CliamounL Yet who 
sbnll pat boauds lo buman oonrage ? The expedition 
rafl not ic be abandoned without o triiil of ihia forlorn 
^pc. There were on boan.1 some five milcaof wire 
>pe, iut^Jided to hold the cable iq ca^ it became ne- 
iry to cut it and laah it Co tiie buoy^ to save it 
im being lost id a etonn. This waa brought on 
lock for another purpose, "And now camo forth the 
tpnets, two five-nrmt'd aachor?;, with flukte sbaiply 
LFTed and tapered to a tooth-like sod — the hooka 
with which the Oiant DcBpait waa goirg to fish from 
the Qreat Eafitem for a take worth, with all its b& 
^—lungiugi^, more than a million. '^ Thfisc hugi? gr^ppLng- 
^Kuna were firmly shackled to the end of tbo rope, and 
^^kought to the bows and thrown overboard. One 
^splash, and the whole baa disanpciin.'d in the bosom 
>f the ocean. Down it goes — deeper, deeper, deeper 
ill. For two fnll hovra it continued sinking before 
struck the earth, and like a pearl-diver, began search- 
ig for ilA lost treasure on the bolttim of the sea. 
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WLat did it find there? Tbe wi^cka of eliip tint 
Iioj] gujto OowD a bundreil yettrs n^o, witli dead okeu's 
boiiea whiteniog in tlic deep sea cav€« ? It eought fop 
eoraclbing more jireciooB to tUc interest of ciTilisatioii 
thau gcius :iDd gold. 
The sbip was now a dozen i^ilea or fio from lli« 
liicc of accident, Tbe cable had broken a little nAcr 
noon, when the sun w^ ahiuiug cle^ii, 50 that CiLplaiiifl 
Andpraoii anil Moriarly had just obtamed a perfect 
obsicrvntionf froni whic^b they could tell^ \7LthiD half a 
mile, Ibo vcrjr q>ot irbcre it had gone doira. To reach ■ 
it now, with any cliance of bringing :l up* it would be 
nec«6s&ry lo book it n ft^tr milos from the end. It had ^ 
bectt puid out ia a lino from cost to west To strike H 
it IjToad^Lle, ibo 5bip stood cff in tlic aAeniooii & Iqw 
miW to ^ amitb. Here Lhe giapnel was Uirovrn 
orvT ftbout tbivti o'clock, and strack bottom about 
llr^ wbcD the dbip began slowly diiftiog bock on her 
eow^ All Qigbt loDg tboee iron Ungcra vats inking 
^ boOom of tlM dwp but gn^usg notkicg, till to- 
ward nKtnuAg ibo Icag rof^ quiTcved Uke a fisher' 
Dttb^ line wbcQ goaKthiig kas Mtaed tbo end, and 
th« ktftd of Iko Ofval Bemn began to swat iiom bn 
i« if it ftk mtm vamom attnctkm. As tbey 
E\ tk« nf idlj tttcwimg smia soon 
'^ ,^ tSrr baTo go* bold of sow wrt t ' wy. 
lUw do ib«7 know it la tboif 
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lost i^able ? Tliie quesiJon Las oftt*n been fisted since. 
Thej did not see it How do they know tbjit it was 
not IUq skdetou of a wlialc, or a mast or spar, tlie 
fmgineiit of a wrecked ship? Tbia question is easily 
nnswered. If it had been any loose object which waa 
being drawn up from tho Hco, ila wcigbt would havo 
diminished as it come i^carcr iLc Burr^cc. Bat on tLu 
oontmiy, the fltrain, as shown hy the dynamometer, 
flteadily increased. This could only be from Bomo 
objtol lyitig proQc on the boltoniu To on engineer 
tLe proof is like i\ infUlicioatLCal dcioonaUiition. 

Haviog then caught tbe cable, they had good hopes 
of geiting it agiiia, their eonfideoce increasing with 
evory hundred fithoms brought on board For Loors 
tlie work went on. They lad raised it seven hundred 
iatlioma — or three quartcra of a mile — from the bottom, 
when an iron swivel gjtve way, and the cable onco 
more ioli back into the sea, carrying with it neaiiy 

^0 uiilca of rope, 

ie firet atl^mpl bad failed, but the fact that lUt?y 
had umnistJtkably caught the prize gave them courage 
for a second- Preparations were at oQce begun, but 
fogs cf^rao on and delated tho attempt till Monday, 
whca it waa repealed. This time the grapnel caught 
Bgaic. It wa^ iale in the afLemoon when it got its 
bold, aod tbework of pulling in wa^ kept up all night. 
But aa the sea was calm and the moon shining brightly, 
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all joined in it vriih s[)in1.j feeliTig elated wit^ ihe bope 
of tnumpli ou the morrow. 

That was not to be; but eaob attempt seemed to 
come nearer and nearer to victory. Tbis lime tbe 
cftblc was df!twn op a full mile from the bottom, and 
bung fiuspeaJed a mil^ find ft balf below tbe sKip- 
Had the rope been etrong enough, IL might bare been 
broiigbt on board. But again a swivel gave way, and 
ibe cable, wliose sleep Lad been a second tjrae dia- 
lurbe<3, eougbt its ocean bed. 

Thcac csperimcnla were ihat u^ing up tbe wire ropCi 
and every expedient bad to be resorted to, to piece it out 
and to give it strengtb. Eacb sbnctle and swivel wan 
repiflccd by new hdltSj and the capstan was increased 
foui' feet in diameter, bj being belted wJtb enormous 
platen of iron, to wind the rope around it^ if tbe pick- 
ing up maebinery abooild fail. TLia gave iLill work to 
all iLc niccbanios on board. Tiic eb\p was turned 
into a very cavo of Yuloan, presentiDg at night a ecene 
wliieb mi^t well take tbe eye of an arlist, and wbicli 
BuBselE thus d^acribea: 

" Tbe forge fires glared on her deek^ and tbere, out 
in tbe midst of iho Atlantic, anvila rang and sparks 
flew; and thti Bpectator ibouglit of aome village far 
awBj", wbcm the blatkamitb worked, unvcxed by 
^{ir \ T[-*a and grce*J of ej>ecily news. As the 

'■'' lis ruddy, mnlljw iiud strong, and llnng 
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Jrma of ligLt aloft mid along iKe gliatejiing flecks, and 
then died into a, red centre, inast^, Eparg, and ropes 
were fi>r ihc inataut toucUed with a goldcu gleaming, 
nud straugc Cgui-es and faces were called out from the 
darkaess — vamaheJ, glioted oat agftin — rushed sud- 
eiily inlo foreground of bright pictures, which fkded 
n away — flickorGi — went oul — as they were called 
to life by it3 warm breath, or were buried in the outer 
durkue^H I Outside all was obscurity, but now and 
tljCTi vast shadows^ which novud -.icroa^ the arc of the 
lighted Ibg-bank, were projected far away by the flare; 
and ofie migEit well pardon the piuuiiig mariner, whose 
k drifted hira lu the night acro^ the track of the 
reat ship, if) crossing limsf^lf, and praying with shud- 
dering lips^ be fancied he beheld a phantom ship 
freighted with an evil i^rew, and ever oftcv told bow 
be bad sacn the workshopa of the Inferno floating on 
the bosom of the oeeau," 

While preparing for a third attempt^ the sbip had 
be«ii driving about, sometimes to a distance of thirty 
forty miles, but it haJ marked ihc coiir^ wliere the 
pble lay by two buoys thrown ever about tea miles 
art, each bearing a flag which miEht be seen at n 
to&ce, and so eaaily came back to the spot On 
lurailjiy morning all was reaJy,and the lino was cast 
as before, but aft<?t Botne houra of drifting, it was ovi- 
dent tliat tlic ship haO passed over tho cable witb- 
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out jzrap|iling. Tie lino was hauled in, and lliB roa- 
Bon at once nppcarcd. One of the fiubcs had c^tJgiit 
in tlic chain, so that it could, not strike ita teetb. inEo 
the hotLODi. This was cltiired away, xad tha rope 
prepared for a fourth and final attempt. 

It woa at noon of Friday that tlie grupnc] went 
oyerhoard fortbe last lime. Cv four o'clock it had 
caught, and the work of hauling in recoimneuceJ. 
Agnin the cable was brought up nearly eight hundred 
fathomf^, when the rope broke, cari'ying dcwn two 
railea of its own length, and with it the hopes of the 
Atlantic Teli'graph fur the present year. 

Their resources were exhausted. For nine days hod 
that heroic crew pcracvercd in their attempt. Or 
riLth^r (fo£ they scarce took nolo of day or night in 
the cxcit(?niGut of that long struggle) we might &iy, 



Thii mcEUures tky *u(J nlglit to nnrriAl wm, 

they kept up the conteak There i» Bomctlilog grand 
though sad iu the spectacle of this Dohle Bhip ihna lin- 
gering in mid-occnn, moving round and niund one 
fatal spot, with her great eye fixed on the place wliere 
her tfcasure ia gone down, and vainly striving Lo wrest 
il from the hand of the epoiler. 

Ba^'^^^^^iTere, yet they had not toiled iu vAin, 
^ whnl tie jKDwer of mun can do, that 
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nib it wiis Dot to be bouiidt'd by any thiuj^ on 
>lid earth, or io tbc walera under tbe earth. Three 
they had grasjwd the prize, and each time failed 
recover it, ooly for want of ropes filrong enougli to 
ing it on board, Tfn: cabin jtci^r hroh. Herein it 
>ved \ta BtruDgtb, and gitre good omeu for future 
Bucceas. 
jBut for tbo proecnt oil was over. TJio attempt must 
k abiuidoned for the year 18<i5, hut not for ctvr/ and 
witli tills ptirpcse in ber "constant mint]/' thi? Qtvat 
EastLTo swung flullenly around, and turned her impe- 
rial bead toward England, like a warrior retiring from 
ihe field — not vicloriciupjiior jet derealed ;tntl des^mir' 
ing, bat with her batile-fl.'fcg still flying, .ind resolved 
ouoo moro to attempt tbo conq^ucst of tlio ac& 



cairnBBxr 




invMrm t4 (A4M T«lcgni|rfi7' TbMt ire «vaMcd 
9)1 tn iIm CillmtlpK pftpcr, wbtcb WM ii^Md bf per^ 
$rm* /'flP^klly tOMC'B^ <rti boani ihe Onat E»:«ni: 

r ri >.».. i.nv^l Ijj il.4> expedition of 1868, UuUa 

rikplj r^bltf c<;vikl be Uid betw«D 

ftittl N«i« rJinn'lUni], And mfiigpw transmLited 

tlin mniK ^ 



Ikl •Ji|i<KJHkoti (^ 166^; it hoM been fully dcrtion* 
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S> Tljat tLe tnaulattoii of i cable improves very 
;Uc?h aft^r jLq aubmeraion in the cold deep water of 
10 Allanijc, and that its conducting power ia cooGid- 

ib\j increaacd thereby. 

S. TltLit the atfflunsliiij Groat EaslGm, from lier size 
ttud constant steadiness, and from tbc coiilrol over Jier 
aftbrdcd by the joint use of paddU-s and screw, ren- 

Idcrs it safe to lay aa Atlantic Giiblo in any weatber, 
I 4. TLal in a depth of over two rnilcs four atLempta 
pere matie to grapple the cablp. In tbree of item the 
kblc was caugbt by the grapDcl, und in tbc other Iho 
mpnel was fuulcd by the chain atUidied Lo it- 
the 




6, That the paying-out mjiduiiery ua4*d on board 
e Great Eastern worked perfi-clly, and can be oorJi- 
Dtly iclied on for laying Cables acroAs tlic Atlantic, 



I 
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6. Tliat with the improved Tdegraphic inslninieiils 
long submarine lines, a speed of more than eight 
per minute can be obtained ibrough such a 
cable aa the present Atlantic between Ireland and 
cwfuandlanilj rs the amuunt of slaek actually paid 
t did not exceed fourteen per coot, whicb would 
Rve made the total eablo laid Lx^twoen Volentia and 
IIeart*a Content nineteen huaJrcd miles. 



T. That tbc present Atlantic Cable, thcugh oap&blo 
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of beanug a stmia of aeven tons, did not exj>erieiice 
more tlan fourteen hu nil red- weight in being paid oiU 
into tliG deepest wftter of the Atlantic between Irelami 
and Nn^w'foundUiid. 

8. That tLore ir^ no difficnltj in moorin;* buoys in 
tlic deep water of lUe Atlantic between Ireland and 
Ncwf^juiidlauJ, and lliat two buoys even wlien moor- 
ed by B picco of tbe Aliantio Cable lUclfl wbicb Had 
bcca prerioufllj lifted irom iho bollom, hayc ndden 
out a gde. 

9. That more tban four n,iuticnl miLee of the Atlan- 
tic Cable have been rccovi^roJ frum a deptb of over 
two railcfij nnd llial the insulation of the guiUi-pereha 
govi^red wire was in no way wbateyer impaired by the 
depth of water or tbc alraina to which it had hecn sub- 
jected by lifting and passing through tbe Lauling-in 
apporatuF. 

10. That thL' Gible of 13i5, owing to tbe improve- 
monls intrtMluccd into ihi? maniiraelure of ibe gutta- 
percha core, was more than one hundred times hetier 

than cables niaiic in 1358, thet. con^sjdcred 
Mill workirtg, 

itt tb« electncal leMin^ ean be comluctetJ 
!h unrrring tJKiiraoy ew to crablc ilia cl(x:tii- 
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\r\s to didoover tlie existence of a &ult immcdi.^Lely 
ite production or davelopmcnt, and very quiddjr 
uscorUiii ltd po^lLion m the cable. 

12. That with a alenm-engme attached to the pay- 
mgijat machinerr, should ft fuull be discovered on 
haini whiUt laying the cable, it is possible thai it 
jnigliL be iiJcoTercd before it h^d reacbevl llie bottom 

IiLo Atlantic, and repairod at once. 



St Cj^^istVG, BngiDcc^tn-Chic^, Tclcgrapli Construe- 

lion ami Mnititcnftncc (jQiDpmiy, 
JiMEs AsoKJHos, Commnndur of Iho <JrcJit EiHlcm, 
HESHr A. MoHi\iirir, Staff Catnnunder, R, X. 
Uastfi. froocn, U.r,, rhflimiifln of " Grout ShTj» Co," 

^iLi-iAic TuoiiMS, LL.D.. RR.S.. Prof, of Nilural 
Philosoplij iji Ihc VmtQT^'iiy of GUdgfl«, 

And InternaCiDiul Telcr^ph Co. 
TVii.LoriJtiEV Symi. 
JtLEs Uisi'CcneiL 



This WAS n grand result to bo attained in one Bhort 
mouth; and if not quite so grati^ing as to Lave the 
cable laid at oace, and the wire in full operalion, jet 
as it settled the chief elements of snccesSf wc snj that 
in its moml in^uencii it bod the inspiring effect oC a 
\\ct-jTj. All who were on that voyng^ felt a confi- 
dence sueL SA ihi^y bud never felt bofurEf. They uuiutt 



834 IIISTORT OF THE ATLANTIC TELEGBAPH, 



back, not despondJtEg nnd dUeoaraged, but "baojuit 
with liopc, and ready at ontx to rcoew iLe attctDpt. 

Tbia coD^ilciicc oppearetl at the first meeting of ^ 
rvL-Uin. The feeling was very different from that 
after the retam of the firet expedition of 1868. So 
animated ■were th^v ^ith hope, and so imt of sue- 
CCH3 the tioxl time, tbat all fell that one calile tr;i4 nut 
eiionglt, they mnst bare twOj and so it was decided 
to take meoffuree not only to raise the broken erd of 
the cable and to compkte it to Ncwfoiindland, but 
alocT to construct and lay an cntirclr new oatr, fio as to 
have a double line in operation the following summer. 

TLo conlmctura, partaking tite goueml conliJeaeo, 
came forward promptly with a new o3ur even more 
lihi'ral than that made bi?fon\ Th(?y proposed to ciin- 
Btruct a new line, and to iav it ncross the Atlantic far 
haff u milkJon sterling, which was a^tintated to be the 
iHHual coat to them, reserving all compensation to 
therriHtdves to de[K?nd orr sut-ceaa. If fiuceessful, they 
wer© to tcoeivo twenty per cent on the cost, or one 
bnadn-il thousand pounds, to be paid ia shares of the 
Company. ITioy would engage, also, to go to sen 
fully prepared to raise the broken end of ihe cable 
now in mid-oeean, nnd with a aufficicut Icngtii, includ- 
board the Great Eastern, to complete tba 
^IbtindlaEitL Tlius the Company would 
instead of ono. 
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lo tbis offer the cortractors assumed a very large 

They now went a step further, and in the 

)iilirgoticy of llie capiial not being raised otlioN 

yfisvy tLey offtjred to take it ail themselves — lo lay 

le line at their ovrn. risk, and to bo paid only m the 

alocW oJ' the C^mpaiiyi ■wbiuh, of course, must depend 

■^H* lis value on the succosa of llie ni^xt csrpediiiou- 

^^p was finnUj r^Eolvcd to raise etx liundrod thousand 

^Hpunds gf new capital by the issue of a liimdrcd and 

^HpcnLy thousand Bbsres of five pounds encb, vrhicli 

should W preferentinl shares, enliilod lo a dividend of 

twelve per eent before the eight per tent dividend to 

be j'iiid ou the former prefci-eiicc 9hiLi;fS| and ihe four 

per cent on the ordinary slock. This vaa offering a 

sabfitfflitial ioduccment to the publio to take part in 

■^^c (ruri^rpri:^^, and it was thought with reason that 

^■pU fresh iaane of gtock, tliougli it increased the capi- 

9^ ('f the CoTupat^y, yet na it was all to be employed 

in forwurding the great work, would not only crcato 

^ property, but give value to the old. The pro- 
1 of the munuiacturorfl was therefore at onco 
f a ccepted by the Directors, and the work was in- 
^B^Eitly begun. Tliua hopeful was tbc fitate of affaiia 
^Bhcin Mr. Field returned to America in Seplomber, 
^™ But lie w^3 never ci^y to bo long out of sight of lis 
_bcIovc<l cabicp and bo three months afU'r lie went back 
Engliiiid, rcflfhitig London on iLc twenty -founh 
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or DecL^mbcr. Ho cELme At jo^ tlie ligkt iDQineTkt, foi 
the Atlantic Tclcgroph waa ODCe more in extremily 
Only two da^a bdora the A llornej- General of fiug 
hud liad given awrilten opinion that the Comparjy 
Aa(i uo Ugal t^ig/t! lo laauo new twelve per cent prefer' 
ouce shares^ and tlmt sucli is^ue could oulj be autloi^ 
ized by an eipreas act of Purliaraent, This woa a 
fatal dcerce to the Company, It was the more uocx 
poylcd, as, bcfort- offering the twelve per cent eajjilaJ, 
tbcy bad been fv>nified by ilie opiniuns nf several 
cmiaunt lawyers aad solieilors in favor of tbu legiJity 
of ttieir pToeeedin^p It invalidated not only tvbat 
tliey were g'^ng to do, but wbat they had done 
aireaJy. licnce, ns tUc effect of tbia dccUioa, all tbo 
vforks w'cre stopped, and tljo mooey wLicU had bcoo 
paid in was returned lo the finbacribora. 

This was a new dilfnima, out of wbieh it was not 
Bosy lo find a way of rclie£ PaHiamt^iit was nat in 
BGfleion, Lords and Gommona being away In tlic coun- 
try keepiiLg the Chri^tmaa holidays. Even if ii bad 
boen, the time for applying to it had paaaed, aa a no- 
tice of any private bill to be introJueed must be given 
before the tliirtiolh of NovembL^r, wbieh wa^ gone a 
month ago. To wfiJt for an act of Pwrhament, there- 
for<^ would inevitably postpone the laying of tba 
ftnotbcT year. 80 diflbearlcuiag was tbo 
At iJie cloflv of 186:!. 
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Bat tbey ]iad setn dark daja before, and were net 
glre it up without a new efibrL llopplly, the cause 
had BtroQg fi-if^iida to atacd by it evea In this crista of 
SAiepcndcd ai^tmatiou. 

Oae of theae to whom Mr, Field now went for coud- 
iel, was Mr. Daniel Goocb, M-P„ a. gentleman well 
known in Lonilon, as one of that chsa of eagineera 
iotmed in iLc Behc>cl of Stephenson and Bruneli who 
havi^ risen Ui tlie poaitiun af great capitalists, and who, 
by their enterprise anil wealthy have done fio mnch to 
develop tbc reaources of England. He was Cbuirman 
of the Great Wefteni Railwav, His contieclioD witt 
the Ailflntic Tclj?graph was somewhat curiona. Until 
lately bo bad not full confidence in ite suoccea. 
Though a man of large fortuuc^ and a peraonal fiiend 
of Mr. Field, the latter had never prevailed on him to 
Eubscrihe a single pound. But he went out on the 
expedition of '(SG, as chairman of the company that 
owned tbc Oreat Eastern; and what lie then ssivr 
conviTicetl him. He came back iVilly KatiaSed ; be 
knew it eotdd be done, nnd was reiidy io prove hi* 
fuith by his works. Consulting on the present diffi- 
culty, he suggested that the ooly relief vroa Li organue 
a jieto Compoffy, which should assume the wort, and 
which could issue its own shares and raise its own 
capitfll. ThJB opinion was confimjcd by that emi- 
iLcat legal authority, Mr. JuIid Horatio Llo^d. To 
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0ttoh & OxnpdBj Mr. Ooocb wd be wouU nibeenb* 
i::»,000; Mr. Field patd^^ira XlO^OOa 

K&xt, ho betook Ikiuifclf to lUt prioCD ^ Ea^tth 
GqniolisiSf Hr. Tbtioua Bnsarv, vbo hmni frow iu* 
lipe for the first tamcv thai iho ftl&il8 cT tin AtUntitt 
Tdcgnpli CompftDj bad duddctkljr come lo & Maud* 
■ttH Al ibis be vas nivcU surj^risi^l, but iitaittkkltjf 
ebcered bis iiiibnucr br tt/ing : '■ Mr. f^cKt, iWi bo 
dbccunigcd; go dcvb to the Con^ipanT, mid kll tlxan 
to go ab««d, and wIiaIdvct tlic ixust, 1 will boar ono 
tenth of the %?ho1&'' AVbo couli bv dbcnumgixl vrhh 
Eucb 3 RicUeml the Lion b*>ftrto<l to cbpcr hiai on f 

Mt.-eliifgs were ca]kx[ wf ibe Director of both Ibo 
Atlantic Comivtiij' ntid ihc IVlrgmplj Coniilrncliv»n niiil 
Maintenance Companv ; and frc^ueiu eoi)&iviic«4 were 
bold between ibena. Tho rvsult was i!io lorinftii^kn of 
A new company crJle^l l!io ANOT.(vAirKUiCAN' TuLK- 

GRAl'll CONI'ANYj WitJi a i,vi[^ilid tif X<J00,00l\ wliioli 

controeted wilb tbe Atlanlio Company to mnnurtio 
Inrc ninl biy down a cable In llic summer of ICtBrt, 
for doing wbirb \l \» lo bi- cnlitlud lo wbat vlrtmdly 
nnujuiius to u prc*fewnoe ibviik^nd of iwchlj-flvr jxr 
cent: fi8 A tlrst claim U eooured to ihetn by tlio At- - 
Uiiilic Tolt-^[i|ih Company upon the revcutio of tb« 
CflUk's (i»J\rr lln' vi>rl\"JK cxpc'n«w Imvfl Ixtfii 
Ifbr^ U) tbo rxttuL oV ^I'J&.fiCh) ptT annuni; 
> ' w-Vork, Novp'fouadkud, and London TqIo- 
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rnph Company untlertnkc i^ coDtribtile fVom llicir 
jyenue afurthcranTiualsumof £25,000, on condition 
M tx dbld sball bo at work durmg ISSt}; ati 
vnipnt to tliis effect Laving Lecu signed hy Mr. 
irild, EUhjecl lo rolifityition hy tbe Compauy in N<?w- 
oi-k, wliicli was obtuiiied as Boon as ibe steamer 
mid cross iho ocean and bring back tbc replf< 
The Lcrrn* lieing setlleil, il rcnmiiieti only to raifie 
Big capiuil- Tho Telegmpli Constroclion and Maiii- 
Jenanoo Company led off wiib a Bubscriplicjn of 
1100,000. Tbia was followed by tho names of tea 
gendeiueiij wlio put duwii £10,000 apiece. Of Ibwae 
Mr. Gooch declared \ih willin^eEs lo increase bis to 
X'JO,000, and lU, Bra£aoy to £lM),iWO, if it werj 
needed, Mr. Hcury Bcwiey, of Dublia also, who vrua 
already a very largo owner of tbo AUaatic stock, ds' 
clnrod hia readiness to put down £20,000 more. But 
it was not fouad to bo neccs^aiy. And so tbey aJi 
stood at £10,000- Tlie names of ihost ten aubacribei^s 
de*crve to he gi^en, a» showing wlio stt^od forwiLrd to 
savi^ tbe cause in tbia crisis of lis fate. They were aa 
^^llowa : 

^B Hesiiy FoitI Bari'laj, Tlcnry Bnwloy, ThoiunA BraS' 
Hfy, A- n. Campbell, M.P,, George Ellioi, Cynia W. 
^J^icld, Rich,iT<l Atwood Glass, Banid Goocb, M.P., 
Fohn Pender, M.P., iind John Smith, Esfis. There 
four subscriptions of £5000, namely^ Tbomaa 
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Bj>|Io)i ueiU Duti^ Jaincs Uoi^LI, £bq., A Friend of 
Mr Duu'iol (rijocf], M.r.>ftad Jolm luid Edwia Wriglit; 
one of X2500 by John Wilkes and Sona- three of 

X'iOOi) hy C. M. Lampeon, X Morieon, and Ebenezer 
ViVc, K*ti«. ; aiul two of XlOOO hj Edward Cropper, 
ftnd J*^>h IlobiriHuTL, EsqB. — mating In jill £250,500. 

Tiiow) woro all private BiiU^ripLona made before 
even tLo prospectus wfia iaeucd, or the bookd opened 
to tho public. AftcT such ti nuLtiiAjstatloii of coufl- 
dcnco, wc aro nol Burprisod to laarn xlint tUe whole 
of Uio cfipiUl n-quircd tc proceed with the cabk WiS 
HLMnirml wil.litu foiutiren daya. This wos a great tri- 
umph to ho oblained, especially ut a lime of general 
dcjirciwion irk rommoroiftl oJTuira in England* 

And (H>w unco more Ihc work begins, No time ia 
U> bo fo^L It is iilrcady tho 0rat o£' March, and but 
fiiur moTLlha rt'imun tu nmimfa^^tiire sixteen hunilred 
ni>d *ixty urxutioid inil*w of cablP, and lo prepare for 
MciL Diit ibo cbativclca oiitfl cloHrtJ ftw*ij', all spniEg 
to ihcir work with niTw bupc and vigor. 

In tip cablo to bo made for tho new Hno, there was 
b^^t liulo obnng^^ from that of the \ti^t year, whieb had 
juxiVi'*! Hourly pcrfi-ot. Soinnce, bowcvor, aided by 
oKprtionw, wtu coaaUialJy devUmg some improve- 
iiK>nL_ So iK»w, wbilo Uic ge&f^ml form and ^e were 
IlKbl uh^ngi.' ill tbc outer Govenoj^ was 
tlio oallo both lighter and stronger. 
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The irOQ witefl were galvavixed^ ■whioli secured them 
pcribctly from rust or corroeion Ly ailt water Tliue 
pRjtcctcJ, Lhey could disponsG wilL UiB preservative 
mixtLire of the former year. Tliis Itft llio cable much 
cleaner nnd whiten Instead of its black coat, it boi 
tbc fresh, brigLt oppcamncc of new rope» It had an- 
otlier advniitnge. As tbc Xaixy ccstmg was sticltj, 
sligbt fragments of wire might ndhere to it, and do io- 
»ry, A danger to u-hicb the uew coble wna not ex- 
eed. At the anmc time, galvanizing tbo wires gave 
them grpjitcr (Juciilily, so tlmt in tlie case of a beavy 
train lie cable would str'tfch looger witbout hreiiUin^ 
y tliis alteration Itwna rcadcrcd more tLan four Ijhii- 
dred-wt'ight ligliler per mile, and would bi'iir a strain 
of rt-arly half a ton more than llic one laid the year 
before- 

The nincbincry alao waa perfected in every part, 
to withstAnd thi; grval ^tiain which might be brought 
upon it in grappling and lifting tbe enble from the 
great deptha of the Atlaalic. This necc^rlrtted al- 
most a reconatrnction of the mfwjhiner/, l<>gi:llicr with 
engines of greater power, applied both to llic gcur Jbr 
hauling in forward and that far payia-.' ont ofi* Thus, 
in cafe of a fault, the motion of tbc sbip conid bo 
easily reversed, and the cable baiJed back hy the pay- 
ing-out macbiiiery, without nailing for the long and 
tedious proeeflfl of bringing the cal}Ie round irom tbe 
stern to the bow of tbc ship. 
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Bat tbcBMHt mwTcllcmB imprortiBCBi kaid ben to 
ibe VK^od of Mnbic te cdUe £r tba dvoovefj of 
lulb. la the iMt eapcdiiiQiH * gCTT» wliini bad 
bees in tbe }oBi^ intcrrab dviiD^ whk^ tbc cahh 
«^K left witbom a tost ci hs iDsol^ffM. Tfass, Ihm 
thirty lo tbirty-^ro — »«■— id odi boor it vas ooen- 
pied nitb teste of laiaocitt fotteB e^wbiA woold ikot 
iadicHtf tbe «i^*''"TT* cf a balk Hcik^ if a ft^ 
ULUundoB ahip-boBid, it a^gbt pK&orer tbe stcra^ 
apd be mtks **? befcn it wis dkseorer^ But 
iWT & new aad iageoiMs Brtbod wu deiised b/ 
Mr. WUkngbbf Smitb, bj wkkb tbe cnUe aill be 
pfllnl «fV3F nvAtat Tbe cnn^t will aoi cean to 
Bov iDV fDore tbaa tbe blood ee^ee to flow in bn- 
ttoA rdas. Tbe cbord v Tilai in ervrj pait, hkI if 
Boodwd at anj pwat it icTcala tbe wotmd as iaatiDC*- 
ivr\y RS tbe iterrea of a Bvii^ num flasb to tbe 
bnin ;i wound tn anr put of the human fira&ie. 

Tbe procc^ of deeding baits 13 loo ^denttfie to bo 
<lcbnM ia tbe^e pagn^ We can oolr stand id sileat 
wooder at tbe iBsqIi, wben we hear it staled b; Mr 
Varlej, tkit tb^ syfiteio of u«tuig is brought to boA 
a degree of perfectioD, that sldlful electrieiaos can 
poiDt OQt minute faults with aa unemng ^erancy 
"<T«i when tbey am » waafl ibat ibey would not 

t iL« Bignalfl tbitKigb tbe Atlantic cable ono 

lb partP 
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Aciotliei marvelous result of science wsa tbe exact 

report obtained of tbe stale of tbat portion of tbe cablo 

»w lying in the *ea. Tlie electnciaiia iit Viiltiutia 

da.iW experiraoaliDg on the lino which lay 

etretclied twelve bDndrcd and thirteen railea on tlie 

^Kottoni of tlie deep, and prononueed it iLtact Not a 

^HtiTlt could be found from one rnd to ihe other As 

pBrheu :l master of Ihd orgaa runs hia bands over tbo 

key3f and tcJLs in au instant if it be ia perfect tune, so 

did ibeac skilful manipnlators, fingenng ,it the end of 

this iniglitier instrument, declare iL to be in perfect 

tone, ready to whisper its harmonies through the aeaa. 

At the eume tiine, tbe tern huTidxcd nad seventy 

miles of cnble left on board the Great E^i^tern were 

|>rcDoiiuced as faultier as the d^iy it had been shipped 

^^n board. 

^y With 5UGh conelufiiooa of Bcieuoo to auimato and 
lUEpire them, the great tiifik of manufaet tiring nearly 
seventeen buadrcd miks of cable once more began- 
And while thla work wool on, the GkhI Eafilern, tbal 
bad done bcr part sg well before, again opened her 
aides, and tbe myalcrlouA cord was drawn icto ber 
vnstj dark, silent womb, from which it was to issue 
only into the dark(?r ai^d more filcnt bosom of thti 
lecp. 



CHAPTER XVT, 

ica Af ViLHTfU, Saujso or TUB Flmp, Dii^T OF TBI Vor±i»- 

Carle Ljikded at Qkaht's Cc>nteht. 



Lv these pagea we bnve led our readers through 
I'welve long ycora, aoJ have hn'J to tell many & liilc of 
disudor and defeat. It is now our privilege to lell o 
triumplirLiit success. Tictory lina come at last, but no 
by llio cbanco of forhine, but by tbe utmost ufibrts o. 
man, by tbe unioa of science anil skill wiiU inJomi^ 
able perseverance. Tlie fnilure of ibe bist year wns a 
Bad disappoiutinent ; but so fuT from damping the conr- 
nge of those embarked in the enterprise, tt only rouseJ 
them to a more gigaatio ciTurL Tboy were now to 
prepare for a fiHb expedition, lu tliis tlicy act tbcm- 
selves to anticipjite every possible emergency, and.fti 
CGiabine tbe elements of sueeess so ns to render failure 
impoEsible. 

The Gj-cat Eastern beraelf, which they had come 
regard with a Icind of foudness^ a feeling of niTectioil 
and priJe, as the ark that was 1o boar their fi>rtune3 
flcrcsfi the deep, was made roady f(>r her erowi»iQ^ 
achievement. For montliB CapliLin Andcrai^o and Mr. 
Holpiu, hia chief officer, worked day and night to gel 
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icrioto perfect trim. Sho liad becomo sadly fouled 

her manj Toyagea. As sho swam the scaa, a tbou 

aaml ihmgBclung to bar afi to a floating Islauil, till faer 

lull "waa encrusted with niMSeclfl and bartoelea W^ 

fi^t^t Lhick, and long aeawced flauat^d fropn her aidea. 

tik*y a brave okl war-horse, lon^ neglected^ she needed 

n ihorough grtwmiQg, to hare her liair combed and 

her limbs Wfll rubbed down, to &t her to tekc the 

field- But it was not an fflLsy matter tu get under thii 

huge creature, to give her such a dressing. Yet Cap- 

^■fcin AndersoD was equal to tlio cmcrgcocj. He oon- 

^Hrivi.Hl a simple inslruTnent by whu'h ever/ [lart of her 

^Totti^rri was raked ond scrubbed. Getting rid of this 

rough, ahapolc^ mass woukl'miiko her fed easy cud 

comfortable at aca, and add at [ca.st n knot an hour to 

T speed. 

The boilera too were thoroughly cleansed and re- 

:d in every part, nnd tbe paddlc-eagiues were bo 

*raiTgi?d that iu five minutes they could Im disoon- 

I, BO that by going ahead with one nnd backing 

ilh the ether, the ehip could be heM pcrfcctlv at real 

be turned around in her own lengtb, & very imi>orl- 

E^t matter when they should eome to fi&U in deep 

iters for the broken end of the cable. To prepare 

for thifl^ she Wiia armed with chains and ropca and 

irona of the most formidable kind. For ^-^rapjiling the 

€ took oil board twenty miles of rope, whicli 
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would bcaraHtmiti of thii-ty tons, probably tUa largoat 
fiBliing-Une used Eiptc the days of Koab. 

TLg cftbic Moa iQanufactured M the mte of twenty 
miJos a day, and aa fast oa tlclivorod aud found perfect* 
was coilfd ou bonrJ. Aod now ihe eloctriciaua tried 
their skill to outdo all ilmt they liad done before. As 
CapUiiii Audei^oa observed^ it seemed as if never had 
30 iiiiicU " brain power'^ been concentrated on tbe prob- 
lem of suGcess. The caUo itself famialicd the grand- 
eat subj<^t of expeiiineiil. Aa every week added _ 
more than a hundred milos to ita length, tlit-re was f 
eousUiiit opportimily to try tlie electria onrrvnt on. 
longer distances and with new conditions. Tlie re- 
sn\[» i.ibUx»ied tthowed the rapid nnd marvt'llous prog- 
rosa of eketrical science. Said the London Times: 
"The aaience of making, testing, and laying cables 
haa ao much improved llial an undetected fault in an 
insulated wire hjts now bpcome lilemlly impassibli?, 
while flo much are lUo iuairaraents for signalling im- 
proved, thai not ouly can a slight fault be diaregardtd 
if noccsflaiyi but it is even easy to work Oirowjh a stth- 
muriiie wire icith a foot of its copper conductor {(ripfied 
and ihtr< to tJtc lealcr, Thia latter result, aatonidbicg us 
it may appear, lias aclually been acVieved for fiotnc 
d[iys paet wilK ibo wbolo Atlantic cable on board tbc 
Grw^l Eastern. Oat of a length of mote than ono 
Ibotisaiid sovou Widred mileBi a cod has been taken 
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le centre, tbc copper conductor stripped dean of 
inaulatron for a foot in len^h^ and in this condition 
'(rerod OTGT tho vcsael's side tili it rested on tbe 
[,t)uin3- Yet Ihrougli ibis iLo dearest aignds have 
•.n ftcot — ao cleiiT, indewl, as at one time to raise the 
lesiion whether it ■would not be worth while to grap- 
for iho first old Allanltc cable ever laid, aEd with 
new inflimmenta working gcatlj through It for a 
IT or so, at least make it pay cost" 
As otbcr things woro on tlid same gigautlo scale, by 
le time the big ehip had her cargo and stores oa 
irJf she v/^A well laden. Of the cable alczie tbere 
are two thousand four hundred miles, coiled in threo 
icnee tanks ns the year before. Of tbia sevea 
indred and foily-eigbt milea were a part of the cable 
if the Ia.st c^tpedition. The tanks alone, with the 
water id tbom, weighed over a thousand tons ; and 
iho cable which tbcy bclJ, four thousand tons more; 
besides which she had to carry eight thousand five 
hundred t*JtJSof coal nuJ five hundred tijnaof fejlegraph 
storfs, mating fourieen thou??and toiig, besides en- 
gines, rigging, etc., which made nearly as much mora. 
So enormous was the burden, that it was thought 
prudent not to lake oa board all bcr cTfal before she 
left tbi; Medwaj, c-f>|>wialiy as the charmel was wind- 
ing aod shallow. It was therefore arranged that about 
drd cf ber cooJ should be taken ia at Dcrchavon, a 
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port on tlie sautli''west coast of IreJaai 'Willi t]iia 
ejtception, her laimg was complete. 

The time for departure liad bcea fixed for tbe taiab 
dt\y of June, and so admii-^Ll*' Ii:id been tbo arraTige- 
meiits, and such tbe diligeaco of nil concerned, tbat 
exftetly at ibo boor of noon, sbe loosened from her 
moorings^ and began to move. It was well tbatsbo 
bad not on board her whole cargo; lor as it waa, sbo 
drew nearly tbirty-two fecL Never bad any keel 
preffidd so deep in tboso waters. It required skilful 
handbag to get ber safely to tlie sea. Gently and 
Bodly sbe floalfd down, over bars vrbere file almost 
grazed the sand, wbere but a few incbes lifted ber 
cnormouflliall above iJie river's bed. But at length 
tbe tiaing tide bears ber safely over, and alie is afloat 
in tbedeejM^r waters of tbe Chanueb At first the sea 
did not give her a very gracious wekomo- Tbe wind 
woa dead ahead, and the waro3 dashed furiously 
against ber; but alie kept steadily on, tossing their 
spray on high, as if ibey bad Etruck against tbe rocks 
of Eddygtoee ligbtbouac. In four or five days sbe bad 
passed down the Irtsli coaet, and was quietly iLncbored 
iti tbij b;nhor at Bercbaven, where sbe was soon joined 

^ vosaela of the squadron. 
^■i'-li fleet was not tbe same as that of the 
^^ovGimment could sjiaro but a single 

the Terrible, which had accompanied the 
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Qrcat Eastern on tbc former cxpcdilir^n, was still tUero 
k> represent tbe majesty of EaglajicL Tbc William 
Corry, a Vb-we! of two iboiiaainl Ions, bore ihe poniler- 
oua shore end, wliich was to be laid out lUirty iiiilea 
frorn tbc Iriflb ooaSt, vhilQ tbe Albnny [ind tbe Med- 
wajr were sbipa cbarlered hy tbo Compauj. Tbe lat- 
ter carried seveml liumlreJ miles of the last year'^ 
cable, besides one of bcavier proportioas, rincly niiica 
long, to be stretched across the mouth of tbe Gulf of 
St. Lawrence. 

While the Greni Eastern roinained at Berebaven, 
to tjike ia her £aaE stores of coal, the William 
Oorry proceeded around tbc coast to ValeDlia to 
lay the ebore end. She ajrired off tbe barbur on the 
rooming of Saturd:iy, tbe seventh July, iLnd, imme- 
di^lely began to prepare for ber heavy task, Thia 
fiboru end vras of trcinciidous sizo^ wei^^hiug twenty 
tons to the milo. It is by far the t^trongest wire cablo 
erer made, and in abort lengths is Btlff m an iron bar^ 
As tbe year before, the cable was to be brought ofl'on 
fi bridge of boats reaching from tbc ship to the foot oi 
the cliff. All tbe fishermen's bonta were gathered 
&Oin aloi^g tbo Ehorc^ while U. lU S. Racoon, wtiioli 
vaa guarding that jwirt of the coast, sent up her boala 
1o help, eo that, as they all mustered in line, tljcit? 
were forty of them, making a long pontoon-bKdg? ; 
and Irish boatmen with eager looks and strong haadfi 
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were standing along llio Imo, to gmp tLo poa^i 
cliain. All went well, find by one o'clocJf the cable, 
was landed, and its end brought up the cliff to tbi 
Blalion. The Bignals were found to be perfear, and 




iopai lari— met lux 



William Corry then alowlj- drew off to sea, uollmber- 
ing ber stiff sliore enJ, Ifll she had ciL^t over the whole 
thirty miles, ^t tbrce o'clock next morDingshe iel^ 
^Tnry\trA tbrougli th<3 cftblc that ber work was don< 
'm\ buojcd blio md in water a huodreJ h,\ 
1I19 acfine, the correspondent 
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'* 111 it3 leading fealurea it presented a strikiag dif 

ferecco to tiie ceremony of last year. Earnest grarity 

^bnd fi derj)-HcitU"J deienniii;Uioa to repress all aliow of 

^■bo enihuaiasm of which every hody was fnll, was vory 

Hananifci^t. The excitement wns below, instead of nbove 

^■Le surr*ice. Speecli-makjog, hunahliig, puLlic con- 

gratulaliona, and vannts of confidence were, aa it 

fleemcd, avoided as if on purpose, TUcrc was some- 

(thing ijtr moro touehing in the quiei and revcienl 
Bulemnity of the HjifctJLtors yt'Stertlay tban in the 
Blighlly boisterous joviality of the peasantry last year. 
Nothing could prevent the scctie being hilcaaely dra- 
matic, but the prevailiog tone of the drnmawaaseriniifl 
t instoad of comic and triumpbonL The old crones in 
^■btttcTcd g&rments who cowered togothor, dudhecn lu 
' mouth, their gfludy colored shawla tightly drawn over 
l^icaJ mid under i]ui clkiu— the barefooted boys aud 
^^rU, who l>y long pi-actice witlkcd over sharp and 
jagged rocks, whicb cat up boots and shoes, with 
^berfeol impunity— the men nt work uncovering tho 
^Trench, and wiEdiiig in single file np and down the 
baaardons path cut by tho enlilcoieu iii the otherwiao 
inagceasiblo rock — iho patchea of bright oolor fur- 
lidliod by the red pctiieoata and cloulcfi — the ra^cd 
inla, only kept frnrn f-dlin-j to pieces by bila of 
ig and taj>c — tlic good old parish priest, who exer- 
niild and gcntte apiritu;il sway over the loviog 
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i^olyects (ff wliom tlie ever-popular Knjgbt of Kcr v 
la lie tempDrnl lioad, lookic^ on beuigiily from Vie 
car— tbe briglit eyes, supple figures, auJ innocent laces 
of tUc pcosaot lasses, acd the cariieslly hopeful ex- 
l>r^>«icn of aU — made up s. picture iinih>ssible to d«- 
scribt? wiih jasti^e. Add to this, the aiarlling abrupt- 
noflfi with which the tremendous oViP^ sbnd flusli out 
of the water, the alternations of bright wiJd flowers aud 
patches of verdure with the most dL-goIuT^ barrenaesB^ 
the moimtam sheep indiflerently cropping the Bboit^ 
ewcet graa% and the undercurrent of consciousiicaa o< 
Um mi^iily iulcrcsls at slaki";, and few Bcciies will 
aeem nioro important and iutercaticg than that of yos- 
tfiiday,'' 

Aa the ahips arc now ready for sea, and all who arc 
to embark have coujc on board, we may look about ns 
at the personnel of tbc expedition. Who are here? 
We recognize many old iamiliar faces, that we have 
Men in former campaigna— gallant men who have hud 
many a sea-fight iu this [peaceful war. Fii-at, the eye 
aeeke the tall form of Capiaia Anderson^ There he 
IB, modest and gravCt of few words, tiut seeing crery 
tljiu^, wati-diing cv^jry thing, and luJing every tiling 
whh a cjuict power. Ami tlierc U big second officer, 
Mr. ilolpiii, who kvcps a ghcirp lookout alUr the 
crew, U> ftco that every raao does his duty. WLilo 
ha (f ' H'|iH watcli <.rf all on board, Sta^ Com* 
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mandor Moriarty, li. N.j comes ow dcclc^ with ja- 
Btfunw^nts in tijiuil. lo look after llic bcnvcnly bodies» 
and rt'okoti tbc* e\:\^*s latitude and lun^iindL*, Tliia 
is aa old veteran in the wrvioe, who boa been in 
1 the expeditious, and it wovikl be highly imjiropcr, 
en ir it were po?4sible, for a cable to be laid ocra«a 
AUanlic without bis prcEcncc and aid. Aitd litre 
Mn Cnnniug, the engineer, whose '*ileep-eca 
ndirigp,'* tbe last year, rere on a scnlo of sacb 
itude, nnd who, if bo cannot weU dive deepcfj 
PB to pull filrouger ibo iK^xt time. Tint slight 
yonder ia Professor Thomson, of Olnagow, d roan 
l> in liis knowledgij of the subtle element to be 
agbt into play, and the enthusinEzn he bring? to ita 
ir. is the very gciiiuB of electrical scienee; and Ibis 
is Mr. Vark-y, Avbo seems lo have the }igbtniiig ia hia 
Ctjgera, and to whom tbe world owes some innrvcHLJii** 
vcrics of tbe lows of cleelrioity. Mr, Willoughby 
iiiiitli, a wurtby Mssoeiatc in these stndira and diaojv- 
ics, go»?s out on llic Rhip as eleetrician. 
And hero is Mr. Gloss, the managing diroctor of the 
legraph Cociatmction and Maintenanco Oompany, 
icb has nndt^flaken by conlnict lo iiinnaraeiiire this 
1e and lay it Hifely Kcross ihe oeoan; and Mr, 
h, Qhairman of the company that ovrns the tircnt 
m — two geDtktDon to wbon tho Ailnntic Tele- 
lb is under the grentefit ohligiUion, since it iras 
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lliey wlio, six moults before, wLen tlie pi'ojeet eocTned 
in daDgor of beiug given up or postpoDcd fo^yca^9^ 
look Mr. Field bj the band, aofl clicetcd bim on to a 
last efforL Blosaiiij^^ on tboir Lejirld uf cnki Mr. 
GoocU accompanies ihc ship, while Mr, Glass, keeping 
Mr. VarJoy at bis side as eli:^;triciati, I'cmains on store, 
there lo receire reports ol' liie daily progress of tJie 
espeditjon, ariJ to issue Lis orders. Wiiata j>oal of 
obeorvalion wna tLat tclograpb house on the cliJTs of 
Vo-tentJal It 'was for better tbnn tbc tovor of G&Uloo, 
for it looked out on a broatler iiorizon, one etretcliiiig 
n liunJred times as fur si\]und the world, Wils there 
ever a commander endoirod with such a rango of 
vision? What -would KcIsoq hare said, if be bad bad 
a s[>y-glaa5i rtitb wliidi be e^uld walch siii|« in action 
two thousand miles awaj^ nnd Isaue Lia orders to a 
fleet on tbe oilier stde cif tbc oce&n? Witb sucb a. 
*Mong range/' he might olmoat have fojgbt tbe Imttle 
of the Nile from bia borne ia England. 

Siantlmg on eucb a spot, aad fiurrounded by sucb 
men, rcprc^uting tlic mpital, the science, and th^ 
skill of Engbnd, witb all those gallaat ablps in sigbt, 
one's heart might wdl beat bigb. But there wsro 
otiier reflecttona that eaddi^iicd the hour, mid cfluaod 
some at least to look once nioro on tie roeks of VJ^ 
lentia with deep emoiicn. They thought of aome who 
were not there Brett, Mr. Field's first friciid iu Eng- 
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iwas ia his gnivc> Bevuntl tlic AtUiiliCj CaptaiDii 

HI and Beriyman slept thtj sloop that knowB no 

Was it Etnu:ip<» tbut they should ihink satUy 

'l_y of tlic absent and ibo dead, txwd motirii 

tuny who Lad toiled with tf»era in former days, 

e not ihere now lo ebare ihcir triumph 'i 

le feelin;!, therefore, of many ou ihia occnsion, 

lot one dale with pride and Loi^e, Lut subdued 

rious thougbta and lender memories- lu bar- 

TTtLh this feeliDg, and wilh the groat vork which 

rere about to undertake^ it wna proposed thftl 

the i^xpcditlau sailed ibe/ ebould hold a soiamn 

Ills flervicc. 

rAero erer a fitter place or a fitter hour £ot 
than liere, lU the preacacc of the great eca to 
tlioj were about to coimnil their lives and their 
IS tm^t? The first espedilion ever sent forth 
m conaecmted by prayer, Oa that very spot, 
lyears before, all Leads were uncorcred and all 
.bent low, ui iho solemn wordjiof sLippHuLiioii ; 
liad the Earl of Curliale — since gone lo lU 
grave — cheered them ou with high religious 
describing the ships whi^li were eeut foi-lli o;i 
mission, as " beaiilifu] upijn ibe waters as were 
•X upon the mountains of them that publish Lhi> 
of peace/' 
(ach a ftpirii two of llie directors — Mr. Bevaa 
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of London, and Mn Bcwley, of Dablin — sent inYitar 
tions to a number of persons to meet at Valentia, oA 
tho expedition was about to sail, and commeBd it to 
llie ihvor of Almiglitj' God, Captain Andcraon liaj 
greatly desired to be witli lliem at tliia parLlng servi 
but the sLipa were at BereliaveoT and they were ju 
embarking for acn- But though the crfficci"s could no' 
be present, al^irgc company came together. Said 
ImL paper: "Men of different religious dcno 
tiona, and of vnrioua prc?lcssions ia life — Irielimc 
EnglisLnjcU) aud ScuEelimea — joined In sucli a Hcrvitre 
ft3 lias never been he]d in this island." It was a scene 
long to be remembered, as Ihcj bowed together befo 
the God and Father of alh Their brethren, who we 
aLoat to go down to the a?a in ships, felt their d 
pendcnce on a Higher Power, Their preparatiourf 
wciTJ complete. All tlmt man could do wa5 donCv 
Tbey bad exh.usLed. evei-y resource of ecicnce an 
akill The issue now remained with Him who con- 
trols tho windd and waves. Therefore waB it most fi 
that, at the yeiy momcat of embarking^ those who 
remaJQcd hehmd should, as it wer<?, kneel upon the 
oliUTi and, with oulstretebcd hands, commit them Uy 
Him who aiono spreadcth out the heavens and rolelb' 
the raging of the seiL 

la all tliia there ia somothiDg of antique stamp, 
Bomctlilng which makes us think of the sublime mea 
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au earlier and better time ; of the Pilgrim. Fathera 
jling on llie deck of tlieir little sliip at Lejdec, as 
ley were fibont to &cck n refuge and a home m the 
Turtsli of tije Nuw World -, and of Cotumbus and his 
<M>mpanioiis eeJebi'Bting a solc'inii servJoe before tlidr 
joituro from Spain. And so wilh labor and with 
prayei' did this great exjjcditicm go forth once more 
from the sliorosoflrolmnljlx-aring the hopes cfaeJtncc 
id of eivdizatioa— with courage end akiU Ic^oking 
fLxrca the bow across the Btormy "w^tcr^ and a 
Ijgious faith, lito that of Columbus, slauding at the 
Om. 

Oil FrlcJay mornings the thirteenth of July, the iJei^t 
inlly biide adieu to the Uai Was Friday an un- 
tky day? Some of the sailors thought so, and. 
"would have been glad to Icavo a day before or aikr, 
But CoIumLus skilled on Friday, ami dJM^ovei'cil the 
Kew Woi"!d on Friday^, and bo tbis expcdKion put to 
ou Friday, and, as a good Providence would have 
Itj leached ]and on the other aide of the Atlantic on 
tie Eaine day of tlie week ! Aa the sbips disapjieared 
(low the horizon, Mr. Glass and Mr. Varlcy wetii up 
their watch-tower— not to look, but to listen for 
firat voice from the sea. The ships bore away for 
le Lnoy wbcrc !ay the oud of the slore line ; but the 
ither was thick and foggy, with fre^Lucnt bursts of 
1, and they could not see iar on tbc ivatcr. For 




wA aoBC tvpalacnc«, SMT tb» fa 

Ta^cjftuJL, "GocihaifcogetnJ ill rigfci*— goy^ te 
^■kfr t^ ip&c* Tte&ftU TO still, «d iter lcM«' 
tiAt that de&ote openOka vas foiag oil Qtuek, 
nioUft Inndi tore off ike coreriag from MTcnl x-u^a 
oftfae chore end and of the MuncabK till iht^y c»a« 
to the core ; then, swiftlj^ onwiDdifi^ tho vo(>[xr ttintt^ 
the^ kid them tcgvlher, Iwiniog them w cloacW «im1 
carefully as t. silktm braiO. lli«a thu dvlicato ohiU 
f^ the fea was wrapped in sirnddlingdothc.^f coT«Ttd 
Dp with many coaling of gii(la<[>crdLi^ niLtl 1trm|wn 
rop&, and EtTong iron wires, tlw wLcIo Wuiitl rouikd 
nod Tonnd TTith h^avy bands, aud tUo splicing wm 
complete. Signals ore iio\t scat ititvtigh tlio vtliolo 
cable OD bonixl tins Gi'cat Eii^lrni Jiiul Imrk In Uio 
telegraph Louse at Tftleniui, i«iU tiit uLi.>W lengUi, 
. ^gp Uio uflOQi tour hundred nrd forty rinutical mllciii U 
peiff^t Ancl so with liglit honrU tikcy hear 
a ]illl<3 ftOcr llirw? o'clock, J\« thoy turn 
, t)'p r»l!*iwiijg iii tlif *'<^rli'f ortolUe": 
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tlio TerrlLle goes alicnd, sianding oSF on the slailxianl 
h<y\v^ to keep otWr vessels oat of ihe course ; the 
dwjiy is on the port, and tbo Albany on tlie sUr- 
quartcr, ready lo pick up or let go a buoy, or 
ilo other work that might bo required. AJI these 
ips were lo teep tJicir allolled positions, and within 
billing ilislance of tl« Groat Efifitcm, and at any 
e tiiat she was heard iiri og giiuSj they wci'e to close in 
th ber to render aasislanca Their oourae lay tiiirty 
to tUo south of that of tho Inst year, ao th&t 
re could be no danger in fishing for the old cable, 
disLiirbing the new. 

Dr. Hussell, the brilliant historian of the Kxpedition 
of W^5, was not on board tho Great Eastern this 
He hifcd left- England a few wcelcs before for 
aeene of the war in Germany. His place was 
plied by Mr- John C. Doanei tho Secretary of the 
glo-Amcrican Company, whoao "Diary of the Ed- 
ition" furnishes a faithful rec^ord of the incidente 
this memorjiblo voyage. If the story ho not quite 
thrilling ns tlmt of tho year before, it le becauee IG 
not to tell of aucb iatol accidents It Lrb tho 
otony of success. A few pages from this diary^ 
ing ila most importaiLt portions, will render this 

tive complete. 
The voyage bpgau with good weather and every 
en of siieeeas- Frtdoy, indeed, was a d.iy of fog 
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find imn. At the very lime they Tvere making th« 
Hplice witli the shore end, the ruin was |joiiriug on the 
deck. Dat ia a few hours it cleared off, and Satur- 
day and Sunday, Mr, Field writes in his joamaL 
" Weather i5rie ;" ^dJ Tkfajiihij^ ** CMltn, heaiitLfiil day. 
Signidfl perfeoL" Owing to the improved ByBtem 
adopted by the chief electrician, communication with 
the shore wns kept up even while the testa for insula* 
tion were going on,** 



• Tlie tifw rnethoil 14 IbiK e^pfflin*rf hy Mr. Dgsiip : 
*' Tbe ruiiilanicutal dilTLreiicif Uetneeu Ual jcar^ji aj-sLem ofLuidDg tad 
tb&t of tHff pnneni erpodiUoa Iflf that uoirall the Dtilinuj toBta for ma- 
^DUiL^, c\t!-j maj ba ntada slmuLLaDKiiily itiib tke t«l for inaulattoo, 
vhlt^li is not inumipleiJ at bU ; wliOirAS, k^l jonr, during Lnlf lh4> LlniB 
spent la lajlns 11^ cabli;, iLe iiuuUdtm btal ivu wkollj ut^glectcd, U 
tIQ pn^ci^U/ tic ehotrn. 

"Ltat j^at, each imur naa dLvidcd into fant [tDrti. Tbo first linir of 
tho Uuur Hos apcuL In tcalliig A>r liidiiEjitiLu, During \\w t^i^cunO lialf, 
»hkh via dth^idoil luto three pcrtaJn of tva mlDutca eneh. tcsU were 
budo t<i oscvrUia the Tcfijfitutvu or llic oantluiitar buJ to ntwa tlio gqu- 
tiouitir vF thn eamf^. Ali iIipbc Usts tptc qT ^tjcL 1. nALuro ne \o KlTord 
DO crluirion nhaiuiet of Uic siate of tlte imulaUuu during Lbeli' cou- 
tinouGD, »o tbat daring ^t half of cftdi Lour, or, in otbet worde, 
during bilf tbd lima epcut in Ujing the caLjli^, tUo iuAuLiilirn tcEi voa 
TiC^Ml«d. Alto, wbile tbu tn^uLalinn E«t was being m&jjc, IliBre wm 
DO tDoiDi of coanDunicLiiiig vkh ibo aborc^ as tbe dUactiOoiib wore 
tskca cm biMrd oiAy. Tbla )'car,it tcdLf^r ui^idaiiiK] it cuuiJtAiiLlykt'pl 
hyMr. \V lllou i»bb j fimilh'a irrnnpomcQt, corrupOQi^lng oba*^ 
JI0 <ii: iQjidt tiDib on «bip and Ehore. At ilntpd tlmM during th« 
1^ Uiv nmiliiuliy UftL Ii EiiidF nc lJic sbnn! BUitldji b^ racAUfl cf ft 
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Evciy 'posslbla precautioiL was taken to gaard 
Agniiist audi accicknts aa bad marred tlie Euccoag of 
tUo year bclort RcmembcriDg how small ft thing 
liiui BuflicLHi to pimcturo llic calile, llie men in the 
Unk were not [illon^d to wear boota or ahocs mill 
nuilfl in tticlr hcela^ but were cosed irom Lead to Shot 
in canvas dretses, drawn over llicir ordinaiy sailor 
oost^mo^ andj with slippera on their feet, thoy glided 
about £3 solUy els ghosta But ve tura to Mr. Deane'a 
diary for a record of the progress ijom day to day : 
"Sunday, July 15. — All througli yesterday the 
ijiiig-out tnachincry worked bo BuiootLily — the 
itrical Wata wero bo perfect — the weather iraa 
fine, thai fresh coniideDce in tlio ultimatQ re- 
Lit hna been natundly inspired. Tbe rocoUec- 
in, however, of the reverses of the expedition of 
JG ia always before, llu>ae who hrive the greatest 
ince on success ; aud there is a quiet repose about 

SciUHv A]>iiUeJ lo ilio coailqctiar cf tbc ubIcL Tlu effect of tliift k 
|A bemcfl Iba daUoolIva on thtt tbip'i Iviulatitin gjJrtnomr (or, lliiiB 
HTTlng ns i MhtLculL; tot, CumEnuiiEcatkiDB Ihtoi blxura ta blilp uc 
■ho tniidc Uf Ihoc nicuih £lup caa kdJ elenola to iboro bj aimplj 
Vfvwito;; Ih^ rulrviiL fi^r o^Hjuh Icoglld of timf, anfiireriDg lo bqid« 
unrl^rflood code, or bv thfrca<iiiif mtf dittitaiilamg tlia tetiftiG& of Ifatf 
liutf, anvpdlng Ui Ji prulrrari^^l plan. JU tlipnj opcnJ(m& m&7 be 
pcriciriiKil *lLliotjt inteiTuiilJug i\nj iDBuktlvD (cai, cifCi>( (»r b fuir 
MPDEt'U vbil<j ^bc e«ir?Dt la bvui^ nivurHi], Sti lu fur the ni'* tjstnn 
bl tL« clDCtHcAl rMm as annparvl HE(b tASt ;nP.'* 
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tho m&Bner of tljG cLief practical men on bo^'^^ wLich 
13 an earnest tliat tLe/ %vill not allow thciUKelvca to 
be carried awny hy tlie Mnootliiieas of tweiitj-futy 
hoara' events. The convoy kept llieir position flceu- 
rately during ilic duy. Tlio Terrible signalled tliat u 
loan liad fallen overboard. Her eutter was speedily 
lowered The sailor had, bowever, Juid hold of a rope 
thrown to him ircm the &]gate, before the boat reached 
liim, 

'^Moudiiy, — sun every tblng going or well. The 
eea like a milbpond. The paying out of the cable 
from the after tank progreasing with unitbrmity and 
eteadinesB, and ibe eleotricfd te&\s perfi.'cL 

"Onr track i& about thirty miles to tlio south of 
that of IttBt year, and at that distance we piis&^d paral- 
lel to where the telegraph cubic ^jartcd in August, 
J857, Onr aveioge speed has been about five knoisL 
We were obliged to etop the screw engines in onlcr to 
bring down to ihiU t>ptcd, and, moreover, to reduce the 
paddlo boilur poWLr. Ciiptiiiii Anderson's ingeiitoiis 
mode of cloaDing the ship's bottom, which he carried 
out last winter al SUeenieHs, has proved to have ct 
fecteJ thus very deairablo ol*j(ji*t. Mr Bcelcwith, the 
enginocrT is now eaabiod to regidato and adjjj&t her 
fipccd, and get more out of ihc ship ttjan he could ladl 
year, when her bottom waa one iocrusted mass ol 
muselcs. 
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"Tuesday, — Arolher tweiitj-foiar hours of unluler- 
}led Euccees. All day yest«ii.layitwft3 so culm that 
masts of oTir coovoj wcro reilcctcd in the ocean, 
uTiusniil tiling to see. A Urge shrail of porpoises 
»boHe<l ahout uB for half txn hour, A gloriouB 
lact, and laterj a crescent mooHj which wo hope to 
in the Ijn'gbtaeHS of her full, li^hlmg our way into 
lity Bay Iwfore the Jayg of this July shall have 
led/' 
IBat the whole night did not pasB awuy so tran- 
LiUy By midmglit tlic min fell fa^t, ^lihI thu wlad 
fiercely^ nnd then occurred ibc only roul iilnnn 
the voyage. The scene is thua dcseribed Ly Mr. 
ficiine: 

"All went OD well until twenty noimitcs past twelve 
A.M., Greenwich time, when the lirsl rtn! siioek waa 
given U^ the aiioecss wliirli has hilhrrlo uttnidcd us, 
id this time we had i-eal cjiiisc to be alarmod, A 
flalce took jJacc ia the after tank. The en^nca 
woro ifliniodiatcly turned astern, mid the paying out 
of ihi! f*ablc sio|i]ieil. We wore fill si»on (nv dei^k, and 
lenrne*! that llio i-oniiing or pnjiiig out part of the 
coil had canglit llin-o toms of the ilake imtnctliolely 
ler it, carried tliom into tho eye of the coil, finding 
le lay out. and Imulinp up one nnd a lialf tums from 
oulflidC) and five turnH in the eje ^»r the imdcr 
tka This was st^^lpped, fortunately, before ciiteriug 
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tlio ]>ajing out machinery. Stoppers of hemp 
were put on near tlie V-wlicel astexn, and Mr. Caiming 
gave onlcrs to stand Ij to leC go the buoj. Tkis wos 
not very cLeoricg to licar, but hia calm and ccllec 
iDanner gave ua all conEdcncc tbat Lis skill and c 
ricncc ^ould extricalo the cjiblo from llie olivlous 
danger in wbicli it was placed. No fi^Iimg line was 
over ea tangled wor^cthan tLo itipe was wlicn thrust up 
in opparcntly bopeleaa knola trom tlie eye of the coil 
wj tlie deck. There at least five Luiidred fi'et cf ro 
lay in this stiLtG, in tlie midst of thick rain and i 
creaaing wind The cable crew set to work under th 
cliief engineer's instructlona to disentHUgle it 
Halpin wQH there too, patiently followiug the bigbta 
aa tlicy showed themselves; the crew now passing 
iIktu forward, uow nft, until st last the cliiiracler of 
Ibe langlo was seen, and soon it became apparent t 
cro long the cable would be cleared. All this iini 
Ciiptaiu Anderson was at the taflrail anxiously watch* 
ing the strain on the rope, whicli he could acareel 
mdce out, the nigbt was so dark, and endeavoring 
keep iL up and down, going on and reversing 
p,i(3dlG Qiid screw. When one reflects for a moment 
n\xrii the siKc of llie shipj and the onormoufi mass slie 
prciciita to the wind, the difliculty of keeping hw 
jinder ibo circum stances, over the caUo, can 
Tlie port paddlo-wbccl wa^ dificonncc 
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t flhortlj aft<?rvi^arJ there waa a aliift of wind, tmi 
e vessel canted tlie wrong way. Welcome voicea 
cj'o now heard pos^Lg tliG word lift from Lho tonk 
tLab tko bigtta were clear©!, and to pay out Thou 
e huge filoppcra were gpiitly loosened, and Q.t five 
minuLes past two A.\s.j to the joy of all, we were onco 
ore discLarg-ing the cohie. Thcj veered it awny 
iha lank to tlear :iway the C^tU flake until three 
iLf wlion tbe screw nnd paddle engiaca wei^e 
wed ao as to re^iuce the speed of the abip to four 
a Imlf knoLt Dunng oil thia cntiizal time there 
ftu entire absence of noise and confusioiL Every 
or ffo.8 silently obeyed, and the cable mca and 
w worked with hearty good-will. Mr. Canning 
as liiid experience of foul flakes before tLis, and 
sliowed that ho knew what to do in tbe emcrgeney* 
Bnl what of the electrical condilion of tlie cable 
during this period? Simply, that tlirough its entire 
length it was perfect^' 
Thus, afler three anxious hours, the dan^r was 
I, and the ne?tt morning tlic r?p<:n't of ihc ship ia, 
'* A fresh hroeze from the southward, a dull, gray sky, 
ith occasional rain, and & moderate actv'* 
"Thursday. — Thure was a. fresh breeze in the ufter- 
yeaterday, increasing toward evcriing. It 
[ht a Loav-y swell on the port quai-tcr, which 
ii^ed the ahlp to roll The paying out iVom tho 
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flder tank went oa atcadilj, IVo of tho large buoja 
were liA^ hy derrick: from the deck near tlio bowa 
of the ship, and placed in position oa tlie port and 
aUrboanl Bide of tlie forward pieV'ap mackmery, 
ready for letting go if nec€ssa;y- The sun Trent 
dosvn Willi im angry look, and the scud came rapidly^ 
from the eastwardj the Bea risingp A wind dead all 
is not tho beat for cable laying, particularly if any 
accident should t:iko place. By half-past eleven to- 
night we shall hnvQ exhausted the contents of the 
ailer tank, and the cable will then be paid out lh>tn 
tho fore tank aloog the trough to the stem, the 
distance froai the centre of the tank to the piiying- 
out maclilnery being four hundred and Diucty-foiir 
feet Last night the swell was veiy heavy, to which 
the Great Eastern proved herself not insensible^ Her 
rolling, liko every thing else appertaining to her, 
13 done on a grand scale We ace the Jivclineaa 
with which that operation is performed on board 
tin* Albany and Medway, and we are not at all dis- 
posed to bo too critical in our observations on our 
own movements. Tiic 5pced of the ship was kept at 
foiir und a half during tho night — the slower the bet- 
Icr, 13 the opinion of all on board— ^;*"twi laUe. Yfa 
are consaming ahout one hundred tous a day of the 
*' oiL-'ini! Tons of coal which we had on board 

eft Bcrchaven, and Mr. Bockwith. who has 
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engineer of tlic Great Eastern Ixom her firat 
'Dja^ to iLe present moment, says lier engiuea were 
!ver iu better order; and their appc^imnce and work- 
ing du Iiiui and his able fltaff cf ofisistiLnt cngiDccra 
te givaU\*it credit 
"Friday. — Teatorday v-'as a day of complete success, 
paring out in every rcepect satiflfactory. The 
wind etili from the eastward, but inclined to draw to 
le northward, the aea entirely gone down. As Mr. 
LniDg told U3 wo sbould see the aRer tank emptied 
eleven o'clock, eLip'a time, we were all collected 
lere about ten o'clock, by which time the cable waa 
down to the last flake, Next to having daylight for 
changing frcnn the after to the fore tank, we could not 
hftve liad a more fin'Dmblu time — clair Hlarli^lit^ no 
wind, and a smooili sea. Looking down into the 
^H&nk, the scene was highly picturesque; The eftble- 
^BVatch, whose (tgurea were lighted up by the lamps 
■^■nispended from above, slowly and ciuitiously lifted 
^thc turns of the eoil to taBO their patli to the eya 
^Kb cflcli found its vray to the drum, the wooden floor 
of the tjinfc sljovreJ itself, and then we Siiw more floor, 
ud as lis area increased the cuble swej*t along its sur- 
Jiiec with .\ low, subdued noise, until, with a graceful 
curve, it mounted to tho ouOet, where it was soon to 
fresh supply ; and now wo hear tbe word pnss- 
it they have arrived ftl Ihc last turn, aud tie 
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mea wTjo stood on tlie stages of tlie p!atform of 
eye witrli tlao blglit, watch tUc orrivot of the ca\S 
and poaa it up with lender caittioHj uulil it readies 
the summit; ibcTi it ntshes down u wouden incline 
meet tlia Epliced rop^, wbicli had by this time do 
down along tlic trough leading from the forward la 
This operatiuii was coiidacted with gi-eat skiil by Mr> 
Canning jmd his experienced assistants, Messrs. Clif- 
ford and Temple. At olcven minuted past oncXlC| 
(Greenw^icb lini*?,) thiz frL-sh rupc wiw guitig over Uio 
fltern, and the screw eaginoa going nhoiid at thirteen 
minutes past one A wiitch of fimrmcn ia now eto- 
tionod, fore and. aft, all ftlong the trough, whioli is 
illuminated hy many lamps fit short distances fi'o 
each other, A lamp with a green light indicates I 
mile-martc as it coines up from thu tiiuk, ;iud this si 
nal is repented until it reaches the Ftcm, where it 
recorded by the clork who kcfjja tbo eablc-log, hi 
office aiyolning the p.ivingoiit ma.chiuery. A 
lamp inJiealt*a Janger. Diinu^ tbe (Liytimc red iv 
blue flairs ore used. All through the night the 
wna flmooth &s glass, aud by this morning wo sftw that 
a Mrnnible liiiprt'Shiun hiiil betTi mndL^ on the cotiIg 
of tlie fore tanic Tlio eliip b(*gias to lighten at t 
bowa» and by Ihxa time to-niumjw will eorne up m 
as the euhle pa&se^ out (jf the tank. 

**SatGrdfly. — Ye^lonbiy was our seventh day fif pay 
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itig ouL ciil>]u, and so Cir we Iiave been more fortiiiiale 
n the c:^p«liltoa of last yeur. During ttio samo 
iod of 18*iO, two faults ImJ occurred — ouc oa tlie 
otity-rourtli Juljj die other on tLe Iwentj-nlnLli — 
sing a rtstentioa of fiftj-aii hours. At lliree p,m. 
wero lioirvayf and passed wLcre the Atlanlio 
blc of 1358 parted twice, on the twcritj-sLxth and 
eiity-eigbth of June — sad meiiioi'ii?3 to many I We 
I, hovrcrvcr, that every tout id iocrcasing our chanoo 
of cGccting this great work. ' I believe wo shull do 
it this lime. Jack/ I heird otic of our crevr ssiy lo an- 
iher Liat night ^ I bulicvc so too, BUI/ wris thd to- 
,y ; ' and if wc don't, irc desciTc lo do it, nnd that a 
ttl!/ It blew very hard from two o'clock ycfilerday, 
up to ten p.M-j by wLieU time the wind gradually 
found it3 way from sonth-west to north-west, which is 
nglit ahc-id, just what vfty- want for ciibh-hying. TLe 
Turriblc and tlio two other ebips plunged into the 
\ciy heavy sea whjcii the southwcstcr raided, and wo 
made up our minds, from what wl; sa.w^ Lliut the Great 
Eastern, i* the right ship to be in, in a gale of wind 
During the nigbt heavy showers of rairt Thifl moni' 
iag the 3ca was comparatiyc^ly smootl, and tlio sky 
eliowed wclt^oni*? pati.'hca of bright blu(>. If all goo* 
vf^\\ wc fihiiM be up Ut morrow evening at the place 
where \nsi year's cable parted. A couple of day* 
wirald bring us to shallower water, uud then wc may 
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fiiirly look out for our 'Heart's ConlenU* Me^agca 
conic from Englani], vriih. the news, regularly luid 
speedily — excellent practice for the clerics on slioro 
md OD board ship — great comfort to us, and the best 
evidcDce to tlioao who will read thia jonmal, of the 
great fflct tliat, tip to this time, the cable is doing its 
electric wort efficiently," 

The interest of tbc voyage vaa greatly increa^^d by 
tlie news daily received from Europe. TUougli ia tlie 
nijdille of tlie Atlantic, ibey were etill joined with Uie 
Old World, and messages camo to tlie " Great Eustoni 
Telegmpli'' as regularly as to tbe Times in London; 
reporting the quotations cf tbc Stock Escbange, tbe 
debates in ParlioiDcnt, and all tbe &ewa of bome* 
But iffbatwas far more exciting, was the tidings of 
Uie gri'.it evLNiTs tmnspirirg on tbe ContinoQt Wbile 
the expedition Imd been preparing in England, a Wfii 
bad broken out of tremendous magnitude; Austria, 
Prussia, nnd Ituly ba^I nisbed into tbe field. Armiea, 
»iieli aifi bad not met since tbe ffltal day of Lcipsic, 
»d in battle amy, and tlio thunder of war ^na 
sboJng and reechoing ninong tbe mouiiUiuB of Bolie- 
niia. Amid those convulsions tbe fleet set Bail ; but it 
wiu *lill liiiked witb tbe nntiona wbicb it left bebiod, 
and jujeivi'd tidings from tiny to d«y. Wliat great 
tbu4 h€<ralded to tbcm in mid oeean may 
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be aeon by s, few items gleaned from tho numcroaa 

^B " SiLturday evenmgj Julj titli. — General Cinldioi id 
^■moving upoa Bovigo with on avmj of one hundred 
^■ht^usAnd men and two linndrod gun^ Tho Austnons 
^nave evactiat-ed tbc wliole coiintiy between tbe Mineio 

I and Adige." A day or two ktor : 
p *' Cialdini has occupied Padaa^ twcntj-tbree milea 
hom Tenice, on iho railway connecting that city mih. 
Bio Qiindribtcr&l, and the AuEtnans are ehiit op in 

" Tuesday, 17tL. — Prvissijujs l»id successful eng;igB- 
ment befbre Olrauts yesterday ; cnptorod six guna 
FiirlLor lighting cx^^ected to-dny. Auatrhins witb- 

dmwing fii-'ia Moldavia towanl Vicijua.^' "Conflifit 

^-between Prussians and Foderala Pmasiaiis ccmplolo- 
H|f victonous, Federals evaoanting Fronkibit and 
^Vruflsiai^ mari:^bing tbcnx'^ 

"Thursday, 19lh, — Pmssi.'marppoaliTig victories and 

gaining adliesioTis from email Slates, The main army 

within fifly miles of Vicana— Lave cut the railway 

■fe Tienna. Austrian army between Prussmns nnd 

^nicnna, undfa* Arcliduke^ one hundred and aixly 

^■thouaand men. Honey and archives removed from 

_Vtemui to Comom.'* 

" 20tk"^Frar»kf< irt occupied by tlie Prussiana, TPho 
riiaaroliing on Vitjiin^ Ycstcnlay, Italian fleet, 



372 



HISTORY OF TUE ATLAJJTIO TELEGlilPU. 



conaistiijg of iron-clad vessels JinJ scveml sLeamenv 
opened attach on Island of Lissa on the coast of Dal- 
matia — result not kcown." Tlio nost day it ia rc]>ort- 
ed tbua : *' Sererc naval engagement off Lisaa An*- 
tnans claim tlic victory. Sunt one Italian iron-clfn 
run down another, blow vjp a third." 

*'Julj21at, — ^Pniasiana crossed river j mrtrclt m 
Uolitzon, Hungary. Austria accepted projiosal of 
armistice. Prassia wjll absUiu from hoatiUtIca fti^^ 
five days, during which Austria will have to notif^^ 
Eicceptinco of preliicioaries. A long letter jfliblitJied 
from the King of Praasla to tbe Queco, giring accoi 
of battie of Koniggiolz." 

The intei"*iriL excited by siidi news may be imQ^mcf 
coming while the Gveuta were yet frcsk Tmce a day^ 
was the ballelin act up on the deck, and was surromH 
ed by an eager crowd reading what had tniusjiii 
on the CciUincnt Irnt a few hofin^ before, Ncr -w 
the TDtelligencQ confined lo the Great EaEtera. B' 
an armngerncnt of pignale, more complete tlian ev< 
vaa used iii a. squadron beHjce, the news was telegraph- 
ed to the con^'oy AH the ships had been fumifihcd 
with experienced aignal-mco by tic Admiralty. The 
!*\-yfeTn adopted was that known aa Colombia Flash 
' ywldobr even jr tho darkest night, mcasneeG 
c- -iicfl to adist^inccof ficveral 

■ niji|».» wt'itJ su|iplird witli nmvs twico 



Jied 




HI3T0BT or TnE ATLAPTTIC TKLEGEAI-E, 373 

ijy ani tlie grc:at mltitaryeveuU in Kurope wer* bIa- 
[Sflcil in every caijin us eagerly as ia iho clubs of 

London, 

" Suniiaj, July 22tL — Slill succeaa to reconL A 

briglit, clear dfty, with a frcsli and invigorating tree^o 

from the north-weat. Cable g^ing cut vith unerring 
^ftuiooUmess, at tlic mte uf six milfs an Loun Tbcra 
^HialjeeTi gri?nt improvcnient in the insulation- This 
^Hon ark able improYcincnt is nttrtbutablc to tLo gi'catly 

decreased temperature of, and prcssnrc on, tLe caLIc 

in the sea. This is a very satisfactory result to Mr. 

"WUIoiighby Smitb, Signals, too, como every hour 
^Kore distinctly. TUifl morning tho breeze fresbenetL 

We arc now about thirty mites to the Eontliw:ird of 
m^^e phiec where ilic cable parted on Ihe Fceond of 
^Auguft-, 1B06, liaving then puid out one thousand two 

hamlred and thirteen milea. Ojiptniii Anderson lead 

divine service in the dining ealoon. 

K" Monday. — Between six and seven r.M. yesterday 
■ jiaased over tlie dccjicst part of our com-se- There 
was no nddilional strain on the dynamometer, which 
tndicatcd from ten to fourteen hundred, the cable go- 
^rifig out wiLh its accustomed regularity. The wind 
^fttill r»"C8h friJin the north-wesL Dnring the niglit it 
went round to the south-west, and this luoming tbero 
ifl a long roll from Ihc Boatbward. 

At fwrtj'six iiiiniitfs piwt eleven A.u,, Mr. Cyrun 
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Field sont a message to Valentm^ requeeting Mr, Gljias 
to obtaia tho lotot nowa from Eg>T>t, India, and 
Otiiaa, and otiier distant countries, so that on our ar- 
xivaX at Heart's Content we sliull be ahle t-o trn-nsmit it 
to tTie principal cities of the XTuit^ Statea In juat 
eight minutes lie Lad a rcplj in tliese words: 'Your 
iTieasage received, and is m Londtm Tiy tliis.' Out- 
side the telogr.iph room there is a placurd put up, on 
wliioh ia p<>3U'd the news shortly after its arrival, and 
groups of the crew may Lc seen leading it, ju^t as "we 
see a crowd at a newspaper office in Loudon. Mr. 
Dtidleyj the artifit, has made a very flpmtcd efketoli of 
'Jack' reading the contenta of tho moniing tole- 
graphie newa oC the Time.s — PriDling House Sf^uoro 
boing distant about one thousand six hundred milea 
^a board the Great Eastern, ship of luiisuTy, lie has 
Deea supjtlied with the latest iutelligencQ from the 
seat of war twice a day. How Le will grumhle when 
he gets ashore 1 He ia not going to pay a pound a 
wonl for news, hut hi* newspapers will supply it to 
bim., un\X he does not know or care what it costa 
But what a sum has been spent in Atlantic tele- 
graphs I It caimotp now fall short of two millions 
ruid a half, or over twelve millions of dollars. More 
auUiooB will be found if it Bhall bo practically ]iroved 
'ica can permanently talk lo Enjjland, and 
lOT* to tlio pnslcrn bi:inis|ihcri\ find Kitglnnd 
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Amt^nca by ibie ooeixn wire. At a quarter to 
twclvo tO'dnybut two Inindrcil and fifteen mllea of 
cable remnined to be paid out of tlie fore t*tnlc. 
Tomorrow niglil we hope to sea il om|ity — theu^ for a 
smal! supply from tbe Tnain tank, and then ^but, 

E^pei'ul tbougli wc arc, let us not aDticipata 
"Tutsdjiy. — Breakliifltat eigLL Luncliat one. Din» 
r at six. Tea at eight Five hundred and two 
lUa wtio live on board Ihia hugo alup follcwbg their 
I>rcscribed occupations. Cable going out merrily. 
Kleetvical testa and signnls peTfoct, and tlxU ia tbe his- 
tory of ^hat has talvcn place from noon yesterday to 
noon to-day. May \ve have threo days more of such 
delightful morotony 1 It raiDed very hard during yes- 
terday eveningj and as wo approach tlio banks ofNcw- 
founjland we get thick and hazy weather," 

Tlie latter part of the voyiige did not fnhil in all 
jcla tho promise of the Cist The bright aldea 
gone ; and instead perpetual fc^ bung over tho 
waferj while often the clouds poured, down their flooda 
^JTliTis tlie diary coHtinuos: 

^H " Wcdacaday, — Fog and tblclc rain — -just the weather 
^^m Bzpect on approaching tha banks of Xcvrfouudland. 
^^bie convoy keep their position^ and though sometimCA 
^^10 i^'g hidi--3 tbo tihii»3 from our view, yet wo know 
wbcrx.^ tlii'v :iri^ by tht^lr signed -whistles — ^two fr\>m llie 
tlirt-c ^l^>m tbi.1 >fwlway, and four from the 
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AlbaBjT w^ich ore rcpHcd ia by tbo prolonged Eicglfl 
shriek from our wListIc At flfl-j-two mmutea post 
ODe, GreeTivrich time, (sliip'a itme, fortj'-Jlvo minutes 
post tea P.M., last iijghl,)the fore tank being nenrl 
ernptj, prcpDwlions vrcm made i'or pflGsing tho bigli 
of the cable into tbe main tank. At fiUcen miou 
paat t^f> all the jockej^whcela of llie paying-out 
machinery were up, and the bmkes rcbaseti Twcn 
three minutes past two the bight wna passed stejidil 
and cautioualy hj llie cjiUe harula outside of t\ 
trougli to the main tank, and at ihirty-fivc uainu 
pnat two tho spHco went over the fitcm in IBiS. 
fathoms. By aiT.ingeuieuL with Sir .Taincs Ili^pfj tb 
admiral of the North' American station, who Las 
ccivod instructions ii\>m tho Admiralty to givo t 
pieaent espfidition every oaaistanco m hia power, 
iVigata or sloop will be pkced In longitude 48* 2 
62*, wliicb 13 just thirty miles from the enirauco 
Trinity Bny^ and Bixty from Hearts Content* S 
will probably Imng on by a ketlgs id that posilio 
which ebowB the 'fair way' right up the bay; and 
it bo cleiiFj wo ought to see Lor about daybrcolc 
Friday morning. TIjc fog was very thick this mo 
ing, but occasionally liitsj as long fis the wind is fro 
south west wc connot expect dear weather," 
■A^ t ho week drew on, it was cndinit that tjjcy w 
nng tUc c[id of their vnyagt^. By ThTjrailn; 
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Iiad passed iho greiit deptlis of the Atlnatic, and 
ire off somidiDga. Besides their daily observations, 
were mnny aigns, well known to mariners, ikat 
were ne.tr the coo&i There werD the sea-birds, 
id tliej could almost snnfF the smdl of the land, 
rli oa otice greeted tte sharp senses of Cclmnbus, 
diaJo Liin sure that he was floatiag to some ua- 
jvored shoHi Captiiin Anderson hud tim&l hta 
icparluro so that lio should approach tlie Amtrioai] 
ctKist III the Tall moon ; Lut fur tliu last two or three 
nightfl^ iLS the round orb rose beTiind them, banks of 
cloud hung so heavily upon the water, that the moon- 
light only faintly gleamed througli the vaporous Mr, 
and tho ilcet seemed liko the phantom ships of tho 
^ucioiit Miirincr, drifting on through fog and mist. 
Thuisday. — AH day yesterrlay it was as ' tbiok as 
We have had now forty-eight hours of fog, 
igb it Wded a littlo this morning, at five A.U., 
-ill looVa like more of it C;iptaMi Anderson sig- 
nalled to the Albany, at fifteen niinutPs post ten last 
night, to start at daybroalc, aud prooood to disoover 
tho st:stirni ship, and report ns nt hand. Should sho 
i^nl t> find her, tlicn to tiy and make the land jiud 
[ilidi2 113 up TtinityDay. AnothtT signal m\s sent 
liflirpast twelve to tho cflbct that tic Terrible and 
tdway woulil be a<?nl ahead to moet the Albany 
oaltibliah a line to lejid us in even irilh a fog. 






M «*f 4re i ' in 

TiffSUj i/j icwJ^ —J ■■ nrinJ « fiffyf 

m4 iislf fiftaw At jilfnit «l«m 

rfMwU lim^ Ur pMUU-bME Inal nj t*o cvttco ni^ 

Tbfl M'^lvAy WM UM U tbs Mine tim« io pnfmna 
iwi flvf- iti'fb 90pmj mA two 1«|pe moibrcioiD wM&oni, 
irJili ilAy ColiwfM <vr choifit for •fkdif>rii>g dvins tho 
qrfloa in onu htirwlrr'l ftjij m^tniy JjUfaonui of wai«r, 
HfHl WH iiillmitt^l fj hvr that wh«fi irtJiide of Tmit^ 
fUy Wft ib'p^jM 't^ridt frr twr) VmU U> Uko hftnfb on 

n M])]y U> oiitf from Mr Cunning: 
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moderato pace, hor average apeed, from the time Iho 
aplico vas m;iJe till they saw laud, w«s a lUlle I(?m 
tliiia five iinutic:il iiiiloa an hour, while the cable waa 
paid out at an avetago of not quite five And a hnlf 
miles. Thus the total slack woa fibout elercn per 
cent, ehosvin^ that the cahle was laiii almost in a 
Etraight line, allc*^^'ing fc-r the swells and hollows in 
the bottom of the sea- 

"Friday, July 27tk — Shortly after two P-M,j yester- 
day, two sliipa, which woro soon made out to be 
Bteaiuers, were seen to the westirard ; and Ihc Terrible^ 
stPauiiDg on ahead, in about an hour Bj^uilled to lis 
tlmt ILM.S, Niger was one of them, nccoinpacicd by 
Ibe Albany. The Sigcr, Captain Bruce, sent a boiit 
to the Terrible as soon as he came up with hen The 
Albany shortly aften^ai'd took up her posilicn on oiar 
starboard cjuartcr, and signalled that she epoke the 
Niger at noon, bearing E. by N>, and that the Lily 
W^ anchored at the station in the entrance of Trinity 
Bay, aa arranged with the AdTniral The Albany 
:il3ri rc[jortL\l that she had passed an iceberg about 
sixty feet high. At t evenly mi nutea after four r.Jt, 
tUo Sig&r came on our port side, quite close, and Ca|>- 
tain Bruoe, sending the crew to tbe Ti^\Ti^ ami man- 
niog tbe yards, gave na three cheers, wliioH were Lear- 
by the Great Caatcrn. She then atfiamed 
wU Triaity Bay. The Albany was aignalluvl 
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to go on immc<lint4.-]y to HexLit's Conteat, dear tLe north- 
tet&t Bido of \hQ bfirbor of ehippmg, and pifice a boat 
jwith a xcJ flag A>r Captain Aiulersoii to steer to, for 
incliorage. Jusl before dinner we a-iw on tlio soutU- 
era horizoD, distant about ten miles, an iceberg, prob- 
ably the one vrtiich the Albacy mcl with. It was ip- 
jwrcnlly rJjout DfTjr or sixty feet in liei^'lit. Tke fog 
eame on very lliiek about eight p.iL, and between 
tLat and ten we ^rerc eonetantly exchanging g<iii^ and 
bumhig blue ligbta with the Terrible, wbieii| with llie 
Niger, went in searcli of the Lily, sl.ition sWxp. The 
Terrible being signalled to come up and take her poai- 
tion, informed us they bad msule tlio Lily out, and 
that she bore then aboot E.X.E. distant four miles. 
Lnter in the night Captain Commcrcll said that if 
Captain Anderson woulil atc^p the Grpjil EnsUTi, he 
would send the surveyor Mr. Robinson, It K-, who 
came out in tbc Niger, en board of us, and aboul 
three the engines were slowed, and the Tcrribla 
shortly afterwards came alongside with that ofEoer, 
Cutalina light, at tlio entrnnee of Trinity Bay, Lad 
been made oat three Loui^a before this, and the loom 
of the coaist had also been seetL Fog still prevailing I 
Aeeordin^j to Wp. Robinson's aceount, if they got ouo 
dear day in seven at llic entrance of 'IVinity Bay, 
they ooTif idcnxl ibf^msoln's fiirtunate, Ilrre wp una 
DOW, (six A,M.,) willlin ton mile* of Iloapta Content, 
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and we can scarcely sec more tTian a ebip'a len^ 
Tho Niger, however, is ahciul, Jintl bpr rejx!ated gans 
tell U3 whore wo arc with accuracy. Good fortune fol- 
lows us, and scarcely has eight o'clock arrived when 
the massive curtain of fog raises itself gradnally ft'om 
i>oth shores of Triaity Bay, diaclosing Iq us the en- 
trance of Heart's Content^ tLo Albany making for the 
harbor, the Margaretta Stevenson, eurveying veaaet, 
flleaming out to meet ufi, the prearniii*^cd pathway all 
marked witli buoya by Mr. J. IL Kerr, RN-^ and a 
whole fleet of fishing boats fishiug at tbe tiitraiice, 

"We could now plaialy see that Heart's Content, so 
ffLr 03 iL^ cnj>abilitie3 permitted, was prepared to wel- 
come wa. The Britiali and Aiuerican flags floiited 
from tbe church and telegraph station and other 
buildings. Wo bad dressed ship^ flrcd a salute, and 
given three cheers, and Captain Comniercll of II.M.S. 
Terrible was soon on T>oard to congTOtulziie us on 
our Bucccsa At nine o'clock, ship's limcT just ne wo 
had cut the cable and made arrangements for the 
Medwny to lay the aliore-ciid, a meflsage arrived giv 
Sng nj the concluding words of a leader in this mom- 
ing'a Times; *'It is a great work, a gWy to our ego 
and nation, and the men Tftbo Iiavc iiehiered it de- 
serve to he bcnored among the boneJiictors of tbeif 
race." — "Treaty of peace aigned brtvreen Pnissia and 
Aaf^trial' It was now time for the chitjf en^itieer, 
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Sir, Canmng, to mako tUe noacssary prepoj^tions for 
flplicing on board tlie ifcrlwav. Accompanied by Mr, 
GdocIi, M,P., Mr. Clim^nl, Mr- Willongi% Smith, and 
Messrs. Tomi>Ic aud Dcane^ lie went on board, tUe Terri- 
LIo and Niger having sent their paddIe-t>ox boat5 and. 
cutters to luisL^t SLorlly aftcnvard tie Great Eustcm 
ateamod intolhcliarbrsrand anchored on the north-&ast 
ffide, and was quickly surrounded by boals ladeu with 
Tlflitora, Mn Cynia "Field Imd come on shore before 
tlie Great Eastern had loft the offing, willi a view of 
^telegraphing to St. John's to hire a vessel to repair Hie 
cable titiha]>pi!y broken Lctv,-e(?n Cit|xr Bay, in Nev- 
founJIanil^ and Ctipe Korlh, in Breton IslanJ- Bcforea 
ooupio of hours ihe shore ead will be lauded, and it 
is impossible to conceive a iiner day for eficcting this 
tur final operalion. Kvoii here, people I'ai: scarcely 
realize the foci that iLc Atlantic Telegraph Cable baa 
ibeea laid. To-morrow, however, Heart's Content will 
awaken to tlLo £hct tlmt Lt ta x higltly fiivon^l place In 
^the world's e3i<M>m, the wMtt-m hnding-placc of that 
marvel of clcetrio coDimUfiiealion with tbo Eastern 
tcmitfphL-rc, which h now happily, and we hope 
finally, estiblishcd," 

Tliis simple record, so modcatly termed the Diaiy 
of the Esjroilitioji, tells tbc story of Ihia njcmorabl* 
^voyage in a way that netsh no onibellishment. But 
if fit>m tho ship's dock wc tran.ifcr oumelvcs to the 
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fiADxtz aAemoDi], ofi soon as the shore end 
wn* laudeil, Cnptain AnJcrson and the officei^ of the 
jct went la a body lo the littb church in Heart's 
HitcQt, to render thimks for t]ic succcfis of the expe- 
dition. A sermon v/ha preached on the text, " There 
ehhll be no mors sea," aacl o.]\ joined in the Fublimo 
ijcra and thanksgiving of the Church of England. 
Lus Ihc voyage ended as it began. It Jefl the shores 
Ireland wJLli prayers waA&d sfler it as a benedic- 
>n. And now, safely landed on the ehorca of the 
!W World, this gallant company, like Columbus and 
compaijiona, make it tbeir firtl tbou^Lt to render 
>ainge to that Being vho had borne them safely 
thodcep, 

lioujjh the e3C["edJtioii reached Newfoundlnnd on 
ridoy, the iwcjity^ seventh, yet, as the cable acroea 
Oulf of St. Lftwrencc was broken, the news was 
rec^iivcd in Np\v-York till the twenty- ninth- It 
:ly Sunday morning before the Sabbath l>ells 
rung their call to praycrj tliat the lidingfi came. 
^Thc first announcement wiii brief; ^* Ueart'a Content, 
^^■Jy 27. — ^We arnved here at nine oVloclc thia mom- 
^B^ AlWclh Thank God, th(^ onhle is loid^ and is 
^m [jcrfect working orJcr. Ctkub "W. Field." 

followed ihc di^^patch to the Associated Press, 

thu details of tho voyage, and ending with & 

It tribute to Uco skill and devotion of idl who had 



Altlj 




ta^^icik m;AjL {w^\i vu' 






HTSTORy OF niE ATLANTIC TKLZGILiPn, 387 



CHAPTER XVIL 



TO Mi& t)i"rm TO SEAficn irciEi thk C*ri[.ii i.<Mrr 

Uattt o# KnjcirtiM IN tni Dixp K*fc. Ri- 

rutD ATuarm *^v F^iiunia. Giupnkl Dmt Titiurr Titfu, 

Cmilr n}r>u.T RtcoTEom ami CoJirLfTXP to KiitHiUNir[.m\ 

TiiB litUo harbor in Ne^\'foLlndlfl^^J ilint braira tljo 

gentle name of Heart's Content, ia a shclkrcii nook 

^Hrliero sbipa Tiiny nJf? at anclior, Bixfc front tlm stf^rtna 

^Br tlic ocean* It 13 but ufl inlet Troni tbxit grctt arm 

^^Bf tlio sea kuown ti3 Tnuliy Day, wUicli b si^tj or 

^^^rcDty miles long, rincl Lweitty miles bi'onil. On the 

bcncL is a small vil]flge of some sixty liousea, imsst of 

which are tlic huinblcUwclliiif^ of iLoae hardy rien n lio 

vex the NorlLern st^^is viih tbi'ir fl^he^ic^, Tin; pljicd 

was never hearil of outside of NcwfoiinLUarid till 1864, 

rheu Mr, Fitlti, sailing up Tnuiiy Biiy in the eurvoy- 

ig steamer Margarjtta Stevcnaon, CopUiu OWebar, 

N',, in soflivb of a jjlm^? for llie landing of the oct-aii 

Lble, fise^l upon this accladed spoU Tie old landing 

16o8 woa at the Bay of ButFa Arm, at the head of 

Trinity Bay, twenty miles above. Heart's Content was 

now because Us waters are still and deep,so that 
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a cal»Ic akirtiag the uortk side of the boaks of New- 
foundland cau be brougLt In deejj water almost till it 
toachea the sliore. All around tb*3 land rises to pioO' 
created bcigbts ; and here the telegraphic fioct, after 
lis memorable voyagCj lay ia quicti under the abndow 
of the eaeiroling Lilla. 

But though their vojage was ended, ihcy were not 
idJCi Those fcw clnys m port were quite as busy as 
the days at aea. Haying crossed the Atlantic, tiifi 
first thing wna to open commuoicalion with the great 
States and eltieg of the Union, And now Mn Field 
waa extremely mortified to find that Ibcro was a 
krge gap tn the line this side of the ocean. Xlis 
lirst question to the Superintendent, vho came out 
in a boat to meet him, -was in regard to the cable 
across ihe Gulf of Sl Lawrunce, which had been in- 
terrnpted the year l>Brore; and it was a bitlor pang 
to hear that it lay Btill broken, so that a message wbich 
came from Irelaod in a moment of time, was lii/lnyed 
twenty-four lioura in ila way to Kew-york- Of 
conrso the public grew impatient, and there were 
many sneers at the want of Ibrcsight which bad fiuled 
io provide against such a couLiugcncy ; anJ, as he was 
the one chiefly known in connection wilh the enter- 
prise, tbc80 re|>ronchoa foil upon hiin, lie did not 
tdl tlo public, what waa the truih, that be had nntici- 
paicd Ibis very trouUc long ago, and etitrcnU'i] bin 
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iciatea to he preparfil for it ^f^3DthB befom 

le left for England^ lie urged upon Ibe Company 

_in New-York tbo necessity of rebuilding tbcir Jin&a 

Newfound! an J J wbich Bad been Htaoditig orer 

^n yeoTBj ood of repairing tlio old oablcj and lUso 

^loying a new ono across tlio Gulf of St. Lnwrenco. 

.But thb would cost a rery lar^ sum of money, acd 

their &ith and purses liad been sorely tried by 

speated diflasters, tliey were not willing to spend 

liea\-ily :a the lanccrtainty of tbs future. They 

jWisliaJ, very naliirally, to see the result of this new 

fdition^ before advancing further capital, 'We do 

Lot blamo lUam, but only mention tlio foct to ehow 

ihnt Mr. Field bud foreseen thia very thing, and en* 

lenvored to gunrd against it 

But regrets were lilo. What could ho do to repair 

10 injury? "Ia there a steamer," he asked, "to bo 

md in these wawrs?*^ "The Bloodhound is at St. 

' "Telegraph icstauUy to charter her to go 

id to the Gulf of Si Lawrence, and fish up tho 

>ld cable and repair it. But that may tako several 

'ceks. Is there nothing else that can acrvo in the 

loan lime to car rj* dispatch cs ncrosa the Gulf V "There 

a little ateanior, called the Daunlless." "Well, tele- 

mph for lior too. Scwuro her at all hazards; only 

that the work ia done." Alt this waa the work of 

ft r«iT minuter The answers came back quickly, and 
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ill a day or two camo tlie steamers tlxemsclvea, 
orraQ^meat was imraediately carried out Tbc Dn 
Icaa took Iier plice in llie Gt\\?, wlicre e]ie nin.;lt 
regular tripa from Port ay Basque, ia rN'ewfou-iiJlaod, lo 
Aspco Bay, in Cape Breton, keeping up dwJy oommii 
uicalioa with tbc Stoles. The Bloodliounil, wliiclil 
a more difficult Uisk, first look on toard elevon rjiil 
of cable from the Great Eaitorn, lo repair lliat whig 
was broken. The cspcdiliou Traa put in chai^ of 
A, M. Mackay, tha indefatigable Superintendent of 
Company in Kewf^undlaud, wlio Uiia hud tlie eare 
Ibeir lines for ten yoara, and baa given consiivnt p 
of bisdili^n^ncQ and fidelity. LLc sailed for Ai^pec Ba, 
and madd ahoit work of ibe businesa. In a few da: 
lie Lad dragged tbc Gulf and ruiaed tie cable, vrUi 
bo found had been broken by au anebor, in water so 
cnty fatboma deep, a few milea from sborc. This w 
ipliced out witb a portion nf the new cable, and l 
wbole was aa perfect aa c\"er, thus giving a fresh proo 
lliat cables well made are liSfoly lo be perinaneiil, ^i 
jn>L indestructible. 

As soon aft commmiicaiion wm opened with Nc 
IforlCf mid otbcr cities, cotgrutulaliond poured iu from 
cvvry quarter- Friendly measnges were cxobiingcd — 
fis? ciglt rears before— between tbc sovereign of 
lupd and ihc bead of ibc Oi-oat Bopublic Th« 

and Mr. Seward, Secielan" of State, sent 
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^■icir coDgrAtulations to Mr. Field — grcctiogs that 
^^rere repeuted from tlie most distant States, Among 
otliCTS was a mesaagG fhjm Sna Francisco, which was 
put iQlo hifl hand almost at the camo moment witii 
one jjom M. do Lcsaepa, iJatcd at Alexandria m 
Egypt t Wliat a mceling mid mingling of voieea 
was iLis, when a witigcd galutalion (lying over the 
topa of the Rocky Uounulns, reached t^e Earae car 
wtLh a measage which hi\*i beea whispered along the 
JledJtemuican and under the AtUntic, Well migbt 
6cem 03 if the cads of tlic earth were coming to- 
sther, when the farLhe^t Ea^t thus touched tbo far- 
West — the mo3l ancient of kingdoms answoring 
the new-bonj empire of tbi5 Po^jiiic, 
While Uje Great Easlern vtas lying in the barbor of 
Ilcarrfl Content, ahe wna overrua with viaitori TTie 
uowa of hor arrival had spread over the inland, and 
from far and near the people docked to pcc her. Over 
the hills they cume on foot and on horsebaok, and in 
wagons tad carls of every deacriptioa ; and from along 
tbe ^ore in boaE^ and ^fihlug £tnacks, and filoopg und 
jooQcn. TLus tlicy came from tJjc most rcmolo 
iris of ihe island — a disUinL'4! of 300 miles — and 
'vn from the province of New-Brunswiekn Several 
-tii-g made the cxeuraiua iu Bleamcra from SC 
ilin'fl. Thus for two weeks tbe little harbor wns 
live wilhllie many and sLniui^e orall tbnthjtJLi^hl the 
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pGopk lo Buo ibttL groat sight. TKey dimbed up 
sides of the ebip, and wandered for Loura through 
its ajjjicioiis rooms and long passagea All were wel- 
comed with true and hearty sailor courtesy. 

But tlic Great Eastern was not here on a voyage of 
pleaaurej nor did all lliese receptions ilday for an Lour 
llio preparations for hor dopnrlure, SliQ bad another 
work on band greater than before. Though she had 
dono enough to ba " laid up" for a year, stiU alio had 
one more test of her prowess — to recovex the cable of 
1S65, which had been lost in ihe middle of the Atlao- 
tio. So eager were all for this second trial of their 
fltieDgthr that in \ssA than five days two of the ships 
— the Albany and the Terrible — the vanguard of tho 
tolcgitiphio floct, were on their way bach to raid-oceaa. 
Though it was only Friday, iho 2Tth of July, tbat Uiey 
reached land, ihey lef\ early WcdueaJay raorniag, the 
first <.lay of August, The Qreni Eaatyrn was (detained 
a week longer. She had to lay iq immense auppliea 
of coal. Anticipating thia want, eis ships had been 
diwpaiched irom CardiiT^ id Wales, wceka before, to 
await the arrivat of the fleet One of these foundered 
ataea; the others arrived out aafelj, andhanliy had the 
Great KaaLem cast anchor before they were alongside, 
ready to fill her bunkers Soamplc wnsthe provision, 
l!iai, when she went lo sea a few days nfier, she had 
nearly eight thousand lous of coal on board- 
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Al llie sfimt time sbc hud Uy receive sono sii: Imu- 
drod miles of llic cablo of 1895, wkich had bct-n BWp- 
pcd from Kugland in tfic Modsvav, TUo Jitlor w,ts 
now brouglit xilongside, uiid Lit? wliole wiia traEisTurnid 
into Lhc m&iu titok of the Great Ka^tcrn, from wbidh it 
was to be paid cat in cq3c the lost end were recovered. 

At Icngtb all these preparations wen? eomp!ctet5, and, 
oa Thijrsdaj, tbe 9lh of Angiist, the Great Eastern and 
the Mcdway put to aea The Goycrnor cf Newfound- 
Uad, who had come around from St. Juliu^s and been 
recGt\red with the lionors due to his rank, aceompanied 
them in tbo Lily down the broad orpanse of Trioi^ 
Bayj and then bore awny for St John's, while the 
Great Easli?ra aad J^Tedwny kept on their course to 
join their companions ia the middle of the Atlantie. 
They had a little over eix hundred miles to run to the 
^' fishing ground,^ and made it in throe daya. On 
Sunday noon they camo in sight of the appoinied ren- 
dezvous, and 6oon with glossy made out the Albany 
and tho Terrible, which had arrived u week before 
and placed Luoya to mark the liae of tlie cable, 
and then, like giant eea-birda with folded winga^ sat 
watebing their prey, The se^ was runmng higl>i so 
that boatt) could nut eoiuu of^ but llie Albany signalled 
that sliQ had not toiled for nothing; that she bad once 
hooked the eable, but Inst it in rough weather- The 
blBtoryof this first attempt, though briff] waa cheering. 
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WJicn tho Albany- bfi lleart'a Content, Captaia Mo-^ 
riarty went in licr. lie liad been in tlie Great Eaatei 
llie ^vear before, and saw wbero tlie cable went down,] 
nndhaJ badhisejconlbespoleTersmce- Heclaimei 
wilb Captain Andoraou, tbat be could go etmigbt to it 
and place tbe sbip wltbin balf a mile of wLcre it disap- 
peared. At this cid sailors ^hook their beuO:^, rind said,. 
"They'd like to seo him do it;" "No man could come 
^TithiIl two or tlirec miles of any given place in lb* 
occaa" Yet the result provetl the exaottie.*^ of hial 
obsGrvationsL Willi unerring eye he went straight Ut' 
the spot, and set ble bnoya as exactly as r fiBbermai 
seta his nets. 

In the Albnny, als\ bad gone Mr. Teniplc, of Mni 
Canning'B sLUf. The abip had been titled up with 4, 
oomplel<5 set of baoys and appamtua for grappling f| 
and ha was full of arubitiou to rccoyer ibe cable bcfc 
ibe Great Eii^tern ^iiouhl como n|L In ibis bo hadi 
nearly proved suecessOU. They hnd oanght it OTice, 
and raised it a few hundred fathoms from th< 
botfam, and bnoycd it^ bat rougb weather came on 
nnd tore away ihe buoy, so that the cable went down 
ng^iiu, carrying two miles of ropa 

This wa^ a disaj^poiatment, but slill, fta their & 
attempt was only '*a feeler," the result was eaooor-] 
ngtD^- It showed that ihcyhad found iho right plnec; 
Cttblo wua ihcro ; thfit it fiiuL not nm awuy or 
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boen IlonleJ oIF by tlioso mnicr-ciirrenla tkat exist ia 
the bna^inution oraonie wise men of the sea; nor that 
it Wits so imbcJileil hi the tKiae of tie deep as to "be he- 
yond rcacli or recovery. A]l tliis vaa cheering, b«t 
aa it promised to be a more dlificult job than thcj had 
supposed, they were glad when tho Great BasterD 
bove in sight iLat Simdiiy noon. 

Tiie next momiag Captaia Moriarty and Mr, Tem- 
ple came on Ixjard, and afkr reporting their cxpcri- 
ence, llie chief officers of the Expedition Iield a council 
of war before opening the campaign. The fleL*t Wfta 
DOW ail together, the weather was iavorablc, and it was 
determined at once to proceed to busiocss, 

As the attempt ia now to be renewed on a. grand 
aeale^ ihc reader may wisli some f^irther details of 
tho mcTms employed to insure auece^, Aa notjiing 
ia thia whole cnterpriM ho£ excited sucb ^toniab- 
mcat, nothing merits a more earefiil hiaic^ry, Wbea 
it was first proposcil to drag ibo bottom of the Atlan- 
tio for ft cable lost in walei^ two and a half miiea deep, 
the project vraa bo daring that it socmcd olmoSit im- 
pioua— a war of the Titans upon the goda Yet never 
waa any tiling andertaton less in the spirit of rcckksa 
desperation. The cable waa recovered^ aa a city is 
taken by siege — by slow approaches, and the sure and 
liiOTitable reaolt of nmthematical cilculation. Every 
point Tvas studied beforehand — the position of tho 
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broken end, llie ileplli of the ocean, the kngtli of 
Topo needed to react the bolloriij uhiI llie sLrenglli 
required to lift tlio enormous woigliL To find ibo 
place Tvas n simple question of nau(i(ML aatroaomy— 
a calt^ulation of Jatitude and longitude. It seemed 
providetitifll ihat, when the cable broke on the second 
of August, 18S5, it WfiP a few minutes after nooii^ 
the sun was shining brightly^ and they had just taken 
a perfect observation. This made it much easier to 
go back to the place again. TLo waters were verj 
dccp» but that they could touch bottom, nnd cycn 
grapple the cjible, vaa proved by the eipeiimenta of 
the year before. But could any power be applied 
which ehould liil it without breaking, and brmg it 
aafely on board? This was a siraple question of 
mechanics. Prof. Thomson had made it. calculation 
that in nustBg the cable from a depth of two and b 
half TDJlea, there would be about ten miles of its 
length suspended in the water. Of eonrac, it wfts a 
Tciy nice matter to graduate tbe stzala go as not to 
break tlie cablp. For this it had been suggested that 
two or three ehips should grapple it at once, And 
liftiTig it together, caae the strain on iitiy one point— 
a method that we shall see was finally adopl^^ with 
SQCcesa. 

With £ocb prcpaiatiot^s, let ua seo how all this eci 
CQCMT and sesuoacBhip ntid rn^iiteL-nng are ajiplied. 



I 
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'he sbifs nrc now all tagclhcr iu the mirlille of tbo 
''AUanlk'. The firat iioinl is jioliievod — Ihoy havo 
^^fbund llic place wlioro llic broken cable lies — tboy 
^^Bavc laid their Laud^ od iIio bottcim of the ocean htn} 
^BTelt of it,^' nud kncv ibftt ii is tL«re. Tbe next 
^Bhing 19 10 draw a line over it to mark il^ courses, for 
^^Rli fu^ aud diirk nigliLs it c^uuot be lru<;t'(l by olvk^r- 
r vationa. Tbe ivutery line is tLercfore miirk^d by n 
eeriea of buoys a few njilea apart, wbicb jiro hold in 
posilion by bcavy musb room -an chore, li?t dowu to the 
jttuin by & hiige buoy-mpc, whicti is fiJ*lcnt'd al 
ic lop by fl heavy cbaio. Eacli buoy is ntimberect, 
id htt£ on the lop a long atalF witli a flag, and a l>laok 
ill over it* which cnn bo sccu at ti distanctx Thoa 
ic shipH, niugi<ig nrouad in a tircuit of ni^iuy milca, 
in kvcp in sight this cbain of scntinelB. The buoy 
whicU marbfl the Epoi whore they irish to grapple has 
aJao n lantern placi^d npou it at uighl, wbicb fleams aEir 
ipon the occaiin Having thus lliec] tlieir bearinga, ihe 
^reat Kastt^ra staiids ofT, north cr south according to 
La wind or cnrrcnl, throe or four miles from wbcro 
IC cable lies, and then, casing over tbc grapnel, drifls 
lowly down upon the line, aa ships going into actiou 
icf tbcii sail^ and drift tindur the enemy a ^in^. 
Tbe " fifthing'Uckle " ia on a gigaiilic scale. Tbo 
bookw," or ^ajmebj aro bu^'e wwipon* armed witlt 
rib, like TLttioic liaTfjOODS to bo pluDged into thid 
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ami irom coudkliug <;>{ fift^v uW ^cftUiUAijk'd vrii 

atmin ot Ibir^ tonik Of ibi« h^nvy ro|>4» tbM>0 
liranty tuilce ctt b<Mu^l tW i»lM[Vi iko Altuit^ C4inr^ 
Ave, alkI lUii Uii-^t &u»Utu ftnd the Mviiff^ noi 
iLii<l » L^Jf miU'4 rih^li. Of vimtw U in not iHc pmi 
tLixLg LU iKe w\>rM to tiAU^lK^ nuvh u i\*|iv^ Uut U itf- 
paJd out hy uuwtiiucrjr, }imtuii|( oYi«r « ilruuij wul tl« 
ongtno work* m MVM^My, thul it ruiui out lu ujui)^ u 
ovw R llxL*fpman'« lin*? wiv* i\^*1*hI ("iT iiiU* ihft tea. A' 
it mw4o\it tWwlv, llw i'lrniu iiici^wwi'w cvftry inxnucnij 
The n^jH< ia »ti (hiih1i>i\>ilk, iLuit lliv woi^lit moiintn ui 
vvrr ftuit, no ihni bjr t)i« tiiikv U U 1w«> lli4>UMiud &t)i< 
oiiui down, tic Ftruin i« lhju^iI t4> itx or MtVMi 
'Vlu^ tivk^ioii kif iHttiiM' in wry n^xx-^il^ nn\\ not aiiutltiLidi 
c<t.1 with lUiit^^r, ^YJiui if Um iiit>ii Hht^uM lu-uiK? If, 
It sIlouUI Runp uu bonnl, 11 ^mniUI yvi intu tliv wii llkti 
ft cftnuoii-idioL t:4\i(^li w tlio toiiftioh <>» tbo l&ng; 

}bii, tllAl rillOii \v]kl'tl UkU l>|itioil linl^vwti tint ^nifl' 

ftlong lW tvlinOjt wiiU tiTvillo vclnel^, nui) fl^iitjc tui 
iho nlr uvi>r thn bow, pluiifTil into tliu m^ llul t1i<kl 
ri>po (]« wiOl iiiAtlr, nnil IioMm firmly ru monii(>ii4< 
wi-i^liL ll inU<« ubiiut tw<k ]»oi^n» IW thii frmimt^l 
tu roaol) tiju tittloni, lull tliv^-r cuii toll wbou It «tnliv«. 
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The stmiti eases up, and then, aa ttie ship dnfls, it ts 

tBEy to SCO tlmt it is uot ilntgging tlirougli tbc wHter, 

but over tlio ground, ** I ofU*n wuni to llie bow," 

^-Bxys Mr. Field, '^and sat on lUo Tc>\fe, aud could teU 

^hj tbd quivor that tUc grapnel wo^ dragging on the 

^Bottom two mifea unJor us.'^ 

^m Anil ihiiBj with it^ fuiUing lino act, tho groat fillip 
"ifiovca slowly liown over where the cable lica, Ss tho 
grapnel drags on the bollom, o[ic of the tngitieef's 
staJT Etnnda at the dyuamomet^r to wntcb for tho 
momcot of increasing strain. A low liours po^a, 
and tho index rises lo eigltt, Icr, or twelve toLS, 
Eiixe totcn that ihcre is something at the end of 

to lino — it may bo the lost cable, or a sunken moet 
spar, the fragment of a wreck tli&t \rcnt down ia 
slonn llial swept the AlUjilic a hundred v'f-^'iT^ ago. 
\d now the engine ia Bot in motion to liaul in. As 
10 rope comca up, it paaaea over a five feet drum, 
rovolution briuging up three fathoms. Tbus it 
acme liouni to hauT in over twn miJca* length, 
irbnpe nt laet to rind nothing al the end ! 
Sucee53 in hooking the CAblo depends on the aecu- 
^y of their observations. Tbcsu we-re sometimes 
Verifif^] in a remarkable manner, Wlien the nights 
wore very dark and thioEr with fog. so that thoy 
ooLtld not HOC llie stars abovo nor their liglits on 
le octiaOj tlicy had lo go almost l>y lUc sense of 




flflht nnpn Ito fcoimi psorcA to W ^woa&f 

Wbcft tbe rope wtai <knnk, cee dr tvQ 
U ibo cftd voqU bal ov tbe «» 
idor; nd vbcB It «hm «|h tU* «u favod ttnted 
with n>^ " vcf7 fide u»d lofi like pottf, and ftU 
of niaiito •b«[k'* Bat it to oot ^ff oo» A tbo 
bouoto of lh« if«f emk cm litis tdep^luc pkMnL 
Tltcf« ver« hidden Tocka — perlu^s not «lilEi nd 

SoflKlijfMf Uw ab&iii on Uw djrtoBK*' 
nddculjF go up tlirce or four tocd^ jukd 
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back again, as if tlie gmpud hiu! been caught 

brokeu away. Onco it oam© up with two of its 

ks bcrt^ aa if it Lad come in conlnot with a huge 

At one time it brought up iu llm mnci a small 

nd half tLo size of au almond; aud at anotbor a 

meat as large au a brick, IWis was a piece of 

granite. 

Friday, Au^ist 17th, was a memorablo <]ay in tbrt 
poditioii, lor the cable wa3 not oaly cflugbt, biit 
ht to the auriki*, where it waa in full sight of 
tho whole flhip, and yet finally escaped. The day bo* 
fofe the Hac bad been cast over, at about two o'clock, 
and struck the groaad a little before fire. After drag- 
ging a coupk' of hours, the increasing afniio sho^Td 
ibat they had grapjilod the prize, and tbey began to 
haul in, but soon ccMcd, and hclil on till momrn^ 
Then the engine wna sot in iiictlon n^nin, aud slowly 
buc Steadily the ponderous rope came up from the 
p. By half-past ton o'doclc, Friday niorning, 
twenty-tliree hondrcd ialhoma had come oa board, 
nntl but fifteen or IwfctY rcmaineil. Then wns the 
eritical moroeutj and ihey pauat^d bef-jre giving a last 
jiull. Such was the eagerness of all, that the diver of 
the ahip, Clark', begged to be aUoweil to plungfi dowa 
twenty fiithoiiis, to ky his band on iho pri:ti', and bo 
that it w^ there. But patience yet a few minutca! 
few more Glrokeit of tlie engitje, snd the j^mi serpent 



^buc 




■TV ipt to cbevr vIhb the iigfif m 
■MfaBide. B«t Av ex«ltaiM» «MM too 
Tbc sOn OS 1^ GU>le ww adreni j «»o«btinff ^» to a 
damgeimt i fduL Caipi, Aodmon and Vr Cteniv^ 
wen ^■- **^g Oft i&e bow, ukd nw ih^x xht stnncli 
were gom& Tbcr ba^tcDcil xaca to ita reImC but il 
wu loo kte. B^rc thcj- clmiM pat ftoppcra on U to 
bold it, it broke clo9o to tbe gmpnol, ukI Mnk to Alt 
bottom. It luui boon in ei^ht but jiut firo ttiinuM, 
nod was ^ne. Instantlr tho fccltii^ uf ottiltAiion wm 
to oue of diMippomUncnt^ mid almost of rng^ 
icrous monster, that lifted up iut ttwk^ 
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Ehim tlie sea, as if to mock ii^ cuptoi^j ^uid tn- 
BtSDtTy (livcfl lo tbc ailenoc mtd dJirkni?^ below. 

Itwasacruel tlisflppojc linen t Yet wlica ibey oamd 
to tbink soberly, it was nol a cause for deapair, but rather 
£br 1LCW conJldcnce and liupc. It Abuwcd them what 
tbej'' could 1.I0. Hut ttiis dciained ibeTn in tlte middle 
of lie AlUnlic for two weeks juore. 

It were idle t> relate all the attompta of tUoso two 

^ W ixks. Eveiy day broughr; its i^xcitement*. When* 

^hor tbo grapnel caugbt, there was a susperisa of many 

^^kura till it was brought on board. Several times 

^^pey Ei^itiL^ ott tlu poi&t of aucc^ssp Two days afYcr 

^Bnt fetal Friday^ on Sunday, Aagust 19di, they caugbt 

iho cablo again, and brought it up within a thousand 

lathoma of the ship, and buoyed it Dut Monday and 

Taestlny were too rough for work, and all their labor 

raa in vam^ Thus it was a constant battio with the 

imcDtfi. Sometimes the wicd blew fiercely aud drore 

off their conrse. Sometimes the buoys broke 

ifl and had to be pursued and taken. Once or 

rice the boatswaia^a mate— a brave fellow, by the 

name of Thornton — was lowered in rojrea over the 

T/ow of the ship and let down astride of a buoy ; and 

though it spun round with biin like a top, nnd his life 

r^ iti danger, he held on aad fnsteucd a ehain to it, 

which it wnfl swung on board. 

The GomiDuod ba^l weather wts the chief obstoela 
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after miclDiglit^ttrni Mr. Field bat! gODc below, wora 
oiit with tha long suspense und anxiety, wben Capt. 
fcndi'rson came rusliing to liia state-room witli tidiaga 
iho cable wofl recovered! Both burned on deck, 
sure cnougli tbere waa llie Albany bearing down. 
m tbem, with ber crew cbeering in the wildeet 
lunor. Tbe gallatit Temple bad cnnquetcd at last. 
tt tbo next morning brougbt a frcsb disappointznetit 
ley bnd indeed got br»ld of tbe cablo, and brought ita 
on board, iiud oHfrward buoyed it, btitwbentbo 
^nl Eaaicra went for it, it proved to be only a frag- 
mt sotitE^ two mll&a long, wbiuli had been bmken 
in one of tbe previous grappling^. However, lUey 
hfiulcd it in, And kept ilwitb pride, as their first tropLj 

lAud so tbe ilays ami week?i wore on: it was near 
end of August, nud Bttll tbe pmo was not takea- 
eouTfige of the men did not fail, but tboy wcro 
"becoming worn ouL Tlie (ccsion ou their uervei of 
t1;]S lon^i suspense was terrible. On Tuesday, Augast 
ttl, Mr- Temple was brought on board from tie 
jany, very lib lie was worn out with con&laiit 
abing. Their resoureea, loo, tuust in time be 
"^^Ti^tdd. On the cveatog of the 29ib, Capt. Com- 
morcllf of the Terrible, came on beard, and rejy^rted 
tbe eohdilion of bia ebip. Tbia was one of the very 
bwt officers in the fleet, lie was fut) of E$al, coumgo, 
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and rtciivity, (bavitig n gooil right ian<1 in Lis first offi- 
cer, Mr. Curtia,) aiiU always k^pt up a brave heart, 
even iu tbo darkest daya»* But hiseui)plies wcic nearly 

* OiptfUD AmlcrwiL pAji ■ high Iribato to thii ciMiUDitiider in a 
IcdcT publiulivd 4l^r Ibo rctutri Lo tliij^rjuiJ, HaflA^^; '* Kri^ry olfifflt 
■nJ taia of Uie cspLilldon vJU ]iAve pli^iisiLiit rti.'olJi'C^on of Ihc dioor- 
riil Hftl of Cflpbkiu Cgtunierill, V.C, i^qJ Uid DOilcirri of Uer Ui^cvlj'i 
•hip Tflmbit', Ciptniii Cflmnwnll frccjucmily Ti?ilB(! n* in iij bmit*, 
hotlt in high Beni tiiic] in oilmi, iml bii phi^^ry vaj aT saving, ' Tau'll 
do i[ ^lV ' Whftl can I doV aod TOdct 1C vu tmlr cbancEtrisUeuT 
bid. Tlie oJKi:eiB of itic Ttmble wgulJ do Anj tlijot,' Cue ihdr cuptkin, 
ahJ cuiffivi] bcikrtiLj' Inin tb^ 4jljjiH!t oT tbe vojtgc,'^ 

8iiCb * tributfl from ond brate ranmiuidpr la BnatlkVP, u irmt lionn^ 
ftblv <o buili. Ill iha £iinc? lotlvr br nnjoghl^efl. aIsu, tb? M^n^'c^nfTi' 
livK'ii bj Lite cjtpliiius i>r tiic ulbcr »bip[i; " f ohrbll do bm scout juelico 
to CiHitinBiiitcRS Prowfv und Ball, K,X,, niid r&ptfttuB Kd-Ungioii mid 
Ibtii^^ Uj>n:AiitilF' Uirillfl, cif His Ufdivaf iiLd ALEmny, it 1 tvetl] U10 
throe f»™J*a trflnt '*Pfl^ ''** *P»pp1i"K prgimJ,' "Lirrc *a »r«c ofica 
«opitmlD<J I17 fug, gftli:^ OF dorkpcsa -^ jcl vbimrr^^ar d^iy dawned, or tlia 
fog dprnd, llitrn- 1t« B<[«Jiiilhiii vrn- lo iw sfev, tvmtffrjiinQ tram Aiftar- 
ml pulnu lowvili tbe Uftrk Buoy, i vnuUl epoL lookluc no bigpv 
lliwi a iiuui'a bnt (>ij Uie Burrnct- of Lliv ocua. rUL'ra dll hid can- 
unitrnlcd ilwir inbdii, ami waUhcd ibdr tbipd Aod caupftssca bigbt 
fti](l djif, no iticb buuUfuL iUutlmtida of DAuiicaL idniM crmkl h«v« 
(n.'t^ |Hjiir.Lblo Tliri TUftiL'bi at the w^iudron k(>[rp1ng oIadja u^Lbo-, 
■nJ camntADdcJ by mca nbo kiicir Uic Euportonr? of ke^jiog dnv 
eioocb to bejin work wlicnerer it »*» poHlblc, and jd u> avoid oal- 
lUcui 1)1 Togj «u oT (lid gppatcft importiVK^o ; Hiul wv drb mndi to 
ilidi InvBluftHv BytiBii of ai^iklliug by niglit ULt dkf, ininilfd bj 
C*pulu Culouib, U.S., nlMi cnuiAi^ u-, e^ofl iu d*rli u^:Il[^ wlitn 
(vft or iSm^jBOaa uivl. |d coiuiuuiuralc or ucrrlaiii laj (biAg fr* 
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cxbaiisled. He had been out four wecka, and Ivis ooal 
WM almost gone, and hia men wore on balf raiiona. So 
bo muat leave the fialiing ground forfrcahsuppUoa, It 
yxas 3L painful necf^ity. lie mourned bi^ fHt?, Uke a 
^brave officer who \b ordered liwsy in the mtdsi of a 
^Htttle. But he snbmittcd oq\j with a (Ictcrtnination to 
P take in ammunilionj aud to come back in a few days to 
I i-cncw iLe struggle- Accordiogly the Torriblt! left the 

Rmc crcning for St Joha'a. 
At the same time it was decided tbnt the three other 
Li>3 should leave their present cruising ground, and 
r a now EpoU Aa an oUl fisherman, who Jiaa Cfifit his 
line in one pkco so odcn iis to scaic tbo fiah away, aonic- 
timea bafi better luck Id other waters, bo they proposed 
go east a hondrod miles, to a placo whore the ocean 
Wia not quite w deep, Dcaur, in his Diary^ calls it 
a sixteen hundreJ fulboni patuh/' but thtry found 
ninetecu hundred fathonia, ur abciut two miles I So 
next morning the Gn^at East<;m, tho Mcdwaj, and 
Albany *'pullej up hUIvcs," that is, took in their 
buoys, and bore away to the east. In a ftw hours 
thoy roacbcyl the appointed rendezvous and had act 
their buoys, Tbo last day of August had come, and 
All flcem«;d fsLvorable for a 6riul attempt It wan a clear 
day, with no wind. Tho sea hfld gone down, ao that 
noon it wnB a d* 



^a1ni, 



ships 



itioQ in line, about two inilca apart, ready to open 
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j.n.*>Ta: riLr*;t».'yi 



izc iitf?i*>:'i -J i^l; r»;'^,r :.- ■-■: ^.\ Y.\:.;^ s-~cn> 
"^-Z^ iz z^'i fiTji -■;' ^t; T.^or. :.:■:;'■ A>r-- '-' --^ - ' -'■ '"^^ 
?j;x"- i:: ztst, if iz. i-^^.x^. i::^'^:'-: .iiAVv^ £ >h^ i^o. ?v 

^^■■iT *»:i; •»".^ iiCT"" ^.l"f s^T^-i ",r?,TfASC '« ' ;..' *'^ ■.""■ .iv ■ 
ir-;li_:l:iii "y ::r-<s:: ,'.^':- v.. a vu^v--* N.^ia 

:i'";^? T^rc ::':::e vi^z. "wj.:^ :: I'^i^^s *v-**.v"a.;,\; ;avv> 

ev^rr i::?:::-:?.:- I; Ttv^uirw kU\:cs:i* hitv/ivi;. IV*,\^a*,\* 
mov-:^ o5 :to or :l-.rcv v.x^i's ;o :i;xo :» :Vv's!; i;r ^^ ■;; a 

Me'iwajr, whioa i$ two uiilos fisvilior :*'» i\w ^\o>:. *.* 

onJoHNl to grar:>'.o l\ir il al-v; aiul bi»\ ii\i: oavi*;Ui it. 

to hcavo im wiih all t>r^Vviiil sW sliouU briii*; i! oh 

board or break i^ Thi* i?v1oiu\ aiul llu* oabU* ln\*uj;hl 

up witkia three liuiuliwl r^iiljonis, mid tSu^rv* bi\'U*u, 

Tj ightens iW ^Iniiii mid ^ivi\<i litem ait i^nd 

Ami nowj liiU-iMjT !* IkliU^r wrixilii i*n 

Great Kusleru dntwi* u|» iiiT;on. bu[ >iill 

UglliGslnmi, li.vl tluMMblosUotddbiVHK. 
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Tliesc opcraLioiis ure very bIow^ Ritd lost many wesiy 
bours. It was a liltle befure tntJnigbl on Friday oigUt 
tb&t tUc CJibJo was caiigbt, and it vras oiler midnight 
Siindny morning tliut it was brtrugljt on board. How 
long iliat day seemed I Nighi tumcd to morning, rusd 
morning U> noon, nnd ao^n to nigUt agiun, and fitiil tho 
work was qoI done; siili ilic grent aliip hung orcr the 
f^pot wltf-re il£ tnTflsure vas suspeoded in the deep. 
TtjG sun wont down^ and the moon look^ fort^ from 
driring clouds upon a aoenc such oa Ibc ooeao ncrer 
saw before. At i\ diaUncc could he diBct^mi-d iLc bkck 
hulls of ilie aiicndaut ships, ibc Albany and the Med- 
way. But wliy ore they ihua siltitit and motionloaa in 
the midst of the ac;i ? Some mysterious errand brings 
tliem here, ami a^ llieir boats approach with cienaured 
8W^Dp, at tf^iia roidnight hour, it Eeenis as if they came 
wjth muQled oars to un ocean burial. It wns still calm, 
but tbe son began to moan with unrest, as if troubled 
iftilsfiloep. As midnightdrewon, the interest gathered 
about the hows of the Great Eastern. The bulvaiks 
wore crowded with anxious watcbeia, peering into the 
darkticfs below. Still not a word was spoken. Notn 
voico WW heard, save that of Copt. Anderson, or Mr- 
Ilalpin, or ^[r. Canning, givitigordcrs. Aaitnpproacbed 
tbo flurfact?, two men, who were tried cable-haml?, were 
lashed with ropes and lowered over the baws, tn moke 
lASt to the cshle when it sltould appear. Tbis wa^ a 
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periloiis eervici?, nud iho boat^ were iberc to pick up 
tliese brave fellows, if tbey eLoLiM drop iuto tbe WDt::^ 
As sooQ as IL i^liows ii^K, they dive upon il, uud seizing 
it villi their hands, fcisLen it with large hempen stoppers, 
which are quickly attached lo fivc-iuch ropes. '*lE 
w:l* ihen found," sriya Bt'iinp, ^' that thu biglit wua so 
Ermly caught in tho t^prJui^ of ths grrLpnel, that i>Qo 
of the brave hands who put on the PtoppersjWas sent 
lower Jown in tlio grapnel, find wiih lunnmer aid 
inarltiis]KfceT the rope was ultimately frt'cd from tbe 
teaocioua gripe of ttio flukeg. The signal l>cing givca 
to liaul up, the we*tem end of the bight was cut witli 
a saw, and grandly and miijeaiically llie cablo n>sr» up 
the frowning bowr^of liie Great Eos Wrn, slowly passiojir 
round the shcavti at the bow, and ihta over lbs whtoU 
on to the fore part of tire deck. The gn.Mtcst possihlt* 
oarohad to be taken LjrMr. CanniDg and hianssisUinia, 
toaccurc the cable by putting on 9to]}pt'iy, aii-1 lo Wilcli 
tlie prog|-e=fl of the ^nij^nel, ropi^, :.ii<\ ^\i:v'\i\'-y. rutin*] 
tli« druTn, Iwfore it reo#ived tha >■ 

Wheii once it was mtvla t . 
Tbc c:LbIe WHS n'covijrvrl, '1 il 

at Ijif^N Thi'r-' 'h'- ".rti»*j-Nf 
gripe, and iu 

twn WWl 
jfVrh} - 
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im. So now they looked at tho cable vilh Laager 
rea, but wlt]i(>at a irortl, and some crept laward it to 
;e it Id tlitrir EiaLn{l^ to be mirc tli&t iboy wi^ro uot 
sivod. Yes— it is tliO siime tbat lliey paid out into 
si:a tbirlccii moutlia before I 
But iLieir ftnxbty vrn^ nob over. Now tbat tbcj luiJ 
quilled ilie lost cible of I860, vas it good for adjt 
iiig? It had becu lying more tban a y«ir at ibe 
»tloni of tbc deep. Wbut if it sboiild prove to bare 
been broken aomcwbere In tbe cloven bnndred rallta 
bctwean tliQBbip and Ireland? Wbal if aom© sharp 
5k IiikI wfirn itawnv, or some marine insect bad 
tti?ti into its hpfxrt? If there were bnt a pin*« [loint, 
^ttii^'wbcre in tis covering of ileali, tbrougU ibat tbo 
a current migbt escape into tbc sea. Fears liko 
restniiueil tbcir exultation. It W'U» yet too soon 
proclaim tlK'ir vtclorr. So, as ibe cable wt%» pnaaed 
»ng the deck to Ibe testing room, wberc tbc fblof 
riciau wna to o|)cnile u|)on it, to see wliotbcr 
filira or dead, it was fulloxrcd by nu nnxEooB 
wbo stofhi around bim as be sat down at tbt 
it, iraUrliiij^ hi^ counlc-nance as fiicnde walcb 
of a p1iyai<*ian, wbcn be fL*eU tbe pulse of a 
!to MD if the heart 19 Etill beating. Tho ficrno 
: hy Mr. Robi^rt Dudley, tbc ar^st of 
' Ti >3^ ■piritc'd gkoti:bcs in ibc London 




at 

ffa% Alitor aiwilm kmr s 

it» ftimi iirriii ^JTing nfi 

A»l Bov, in their nTstecMts, ibibevol hMtat^ llt» 
vnnli an ml_T to vwk Iter apdfa 19M iht IUM< 
figtoiBs- Xot ^Mbgfy sydb' an llMth or ■DorH; 
fa;d»i^ thtwi»4idco ttlMC«tfkWM4 
s»oii^ tbtfT bafv Ml beat avcee k> iW pg mu t t 
« few TisiftofK Mt. Goock tt iookiig «*; 
TlhonaoQ, be nR, b ben^ ft vort^jr * VTbuil 
NcvUi;* CjTQj Fkeia «o«U BO own b* aWnt lliu 
Uw cable ttedf; I tbiok, Wo^ CbumiD^ bvU «t vsirk itt 
he b Ibmnl in ibe 9b)|i, «m«< bom JrQp|>i^ iii j 
fir ft tnaanetit; CUflunl, I^w*^ Ci^iUiu Hjuitil 
DWMV Dodle; — all hftve, in tb«ir several mY«, a gwAl 
iniertfil ia cvrrj movciac&t cf Willocighby Smiib Mi4 
liu bmOvi (aud ablr (i»i»miit) Oliver ; ami, ffWii 
oorcof thcc^Hc isstripjwl ainl tiw hc*n itA4f-— 
oatMialni^g vrirc— lixctl m tlw iajftTTUEniHit, Mid ll 
two rkctriciiuia bend over the gnlviiikowetor in ^ 
wu1c1jirii^^t0OUK3 mir?vagi^ fhtin tlmt fAr-olV Inoil 
bom^^^^HBw gmit noffd biu ju«t boon ugiml 
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tli^Q tli« a^<jLi3tomecl Gtillncas of iba tcstrootn is 
dcejwncd; the ticking of the clironomcter becomt^ 
moaotonous. Ncarlj' a quarter of an Lour has pa^ed, 
and 5li!l no mgo 1 Suddenly Willoaghby Smith's hat 
]a v% nn<I the British burrsih bursts from h'lB llpa, 
ocbocd hy all oa boanl with a volley of cheers, 
cvidL'iitly none the worse for having been 'bottled up' 
duiiag the last throe Loan. Along the deck outsidt?, 
over the abip, throughout the ehip, ibc pcct-up cnthu- 
aiasm overflowed; and eycn before the test-raora was 
eleriKd, tlie roarhig bravos of oar gaus drowned the 
huzxQfl of the crc^v, and the whiz ofroekcta ^as hi'ar<I 
rushing high into the clear morniug akj lo greet our 
consort'sbipa with tho glad inlelligcniM." 

"While tbia Bceae is going oa on board ship, we may 
turn tc the othcT end of the Uae. It may bo well 
»iippo9odihnttherpsu!tof this :ilt^rapt was watched with 
deep interust at Valc-ntia. How tbc-y looki?d for tho 
first si^Tial from the deep, and how the tidings came, ia 
thus told in the I/>ndoa Spcet^itor; 

"Night atjd J.'iy, for a wbok year, an clecLriGiaa boa 
always been ou duty, walehing tho tiny my of Jigbt 
through which aigOEils are giren, and twice every day 
tlirt whole IcLgth of wire — one tliousand two hundred 
and forty miles— ha* been tejiled fur condiiclivity and 
ineulaUt^u. , , . The object of observing the ray of light 
iraa of course not any cxpectatiou of a message, but 
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Bimplj- lo kcop an accunitG rccoid of the condition 
the wire. SomctimcSj iodcedj wild, incoliorent inessagCB 
from tiie deep did come, but these "were merely ihe 
results of magnetic storms and eartli-curTOnt?, vliioh 
d^'flccled the galvanometer rapiilljT iJ-ud spdl tfis m 
t£ir(uirfUiuiry loordt, iind somfdj/ics even wniencea 
rionsense. Suddenly, lost Sunday mornings at a qua 
to ftix o'clockj wbiio the ligbt was being vratcbcd by 
NLr, Muv*Eie observed il peculJiir indiciition jibout i^H 
whteli sLowud fit oDce to hia experionccd eya iba^^ 
a metwiige was at h^ind. In a lew miiiutoa afterward 
the unsteady flii-kering wa^ changed to coherency, if 
we may use such a term, and st once ihe cable buj 
to speak, to transmit, that is^ at regular iatervnla, 
appointed signals whieli indicated human purpose 
method at the other end, instend of the burried sign s, , 
broken speceb, and inarticulate cries of tbe illitera^^f 
Atlantic Aflor the loog interval iu ivbich it ha^^ 
biTJught \i& nothing hut the moudy and oflea ddiriou^^ 
miitt^^rin^ of the sea, fiiarnmenng over iia alphabet i^M 
vaic, the words * Canning to GIubs' mnet havo seemed 
like the first rational word uttered by a liigh-ferci 
palient, when the ravings have ceaAed and bis eixtseioi 
neea relurna,'' 
The telegraphic Occt reraaincd togeUici' but n 

ea whiMt Ff p ilju Unl r»y fvU. m l niurk of Ufu Trum ihv dMd, 
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hour£ allor tliis rucoTerj of tlie loBt cable* Tlic battle 
^'iks gained, aud ibe three eliipH were uo loDgcr Doodcd. 
Tbe Albarjy, thpr^fcire, piiiloi! comjiaQ/ to pick up llie 
I buoys^ and at once sniloj for Ku^laud, wlilc llio QtgaI 
KA^tern, &iiod<Jim1 by Ibc fmtbiul Midway, turned to 
tho wist. It wjia about nine o'clix-lc tliat the aliip 
begun to pny out the cable. ITp to tbat time it Lad 
continued ciilin^ but the moniin^7a3mwaQdebill,aiid 
tiia flea began to rise a* if in amger at iJiuse wbo bad 
torn from ii its prey, CapL Anderson looked Anxiously 
at the signs of tbo coming fitorm- How prcvidenliul 
it &i?emed LliNt the wind ba*.! been kept back duringthc 
critical hoare when ihey were lifting tbe cable ! But 
now tbe t^mpcEt was upon tbcm, and for thirty-ax 
honra it; swept tbe occjin, All trembled leat tbey 
should not he uble to hold on. Hwi ]\ix]c incidenis 
sometimes tarn tbe current of one's iboughts, and givs 
a i«eling of peace even in the midst of anxiety. Says 
Mr. Fitld : " In the very Ijcigbt and fiiry of llie gule^ os 
I H9i in the electncinns' room, a tiash of ligbt cfune op 
from the deep, which having cxos.'Hjd to Ireland, came 
bock tv me iu mid-ocean, Celling that thoae so dear to 
me, wbom I bad left on the banks of the IIud»:)n, were 
wellj and folloAing ua witU their wishes and their 
prayers. This was like a whtsj>er of God from tbe fiea, 
iHjhlbig nw keep benrt and 1jo;»p, The Gruat Eu;^tem 
bore bcreelf |>rcudly through the storm, u if ebe knew 
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that the vitftl cord wliich woe lojoin two heoiisplieros, 
Lung at her aicrn ; and bo on Saturday, llic acYenili of 
Seji lomber^ we brouglit our Becoud cable safelj to tlie 
shore." 

The ecene at Ecart'B Coatcnt, when the telegraptio 
fleet npppiircil tLe second tiinp|Watt one thai hcggara 
description. Its amval was not iinexpectod, for tbo 
aucccsa on Sundo j raorDiog, tbat had l>ecn telegraphed 
to IrelaDdr was At ouce lliisbed across the Atkntic, and 
the piHople were watching for its oomiug As the shi|>S 
Dacae up the harbor il was covered wilU hoats^ and all 
were wild with eicitemenl; and when tbcbigahorcead 
was ifit out of the Meclwii}', and ilragged to land, Qtc 
sailors hugged it and almost ki-^r^ed it in tbeir extrava- 
ganoe of juy ; and no sooocr wna it eafoly landed than 
thcj flcized Mr. Canning, Mr. Clifford, and Mn Field 
in their annn, and raised them over their heads^ whi1o 
the crowd cheered with tumultuous enthusiaam. 

Tho voyage of Iho Great Kiistora was cndeJ, Twioo 
had fihcbccn Yiclorioua over the sea. Twice she had laid 
the spoils of victory on the shores of llio New World, 
and her miaaion was accomplished. All on board, wht» 
bad been detained wecka beyond the expected tiiaOt 
wrm impatirJir- Uj return ; and aceitrdingly she prcpjtr- 
ed Id fful tbo Tury next day on her homeward voyogflL 
Tbo Mcdw&y, whieb bad on board tbo cable for tbo 
Qalf of St Lawrence, remaioed two or three wcuks 
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longer, and wiili lUe Terrible, wlioec gallnu! olft^iers had 
TOlonteorcd fur tUo acrrvicc, aucceaalully accomiiUsbcd 
tb at work But ihe Great Eu^tcrn was boiud iot 
EngUiid, ami Mr, FwU had nciw to part from h\s 
fneude en board* It was a trying moment. Rojoiced 
as lie was uit ibe successful tcrmitmtioti of the voyagxj, 
yet wlien be cAoae to leave the aliip, wbcre lie had 
Spent so many anxious daya and weeks, both i\iia year 
iLud tlic year before; and to part from men to whom 
lio v/aa bound by the stroog ties tbat unite tbosi? 
embarked in a eomtnon enterprise — brave companioas 
in arms— be coold not repress a tccliug of Bo^Iaeas. It 
wo:^ witb deep t-taotioa tbat CapL Anderson took bun 
by tbe band, as he aaiJ, '^Tha time is come tbat wc 
EDUfit parL^' As he went over the eide of the ahip, 
*' Give him three cheera [" cried tbc commander ; " And 
now three mora for hia fiimily V^ The ringing hiirraa 
of tbat gallant crow were the lost sounds ho beard as 
he aujik back in tbcbont that took him to the Mcdvray. 
while tlic wheels of ibc Clreat Eastern begaa lo movfj, 
oud that aoblo ship, witb her noble company, bore 
away for England. 

Our story is told. Wo bavo followed the biBiory 
of tho Atlontio Telcj^PaiTh fi^om the beginning to th<j 
end; frum tbc hour ihuL the idea first occurred to its 
projeelor, tumirg over the globe in his library, till 
Ibt cable was stretch^ front continent to continent 
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[BetwceiL tliese two points of time many jeara Imve 
insscd, and many elnigglca 'intervened. Wcvcr did 
in ontcrprlfce pas3 through more vicissitudes; never 
^na courage tried bj more reveraes and disappoiut- 
[mentSf the constant ropetition of wLicli gives to tbia 
Hflrmtivo on almost painful interest Yet tbol baclc- 
ground of disaster only seta in l)rigliter relief llie. spirit 
that bore np under all, the faith that never despaired, 
ind the patience that never wna wcarr. He who has 
followed this simple reooitl to its close, con luiderstiind 
tho fueling expressed iu this moJest and grntcful ac- 
knowledgment : 

i'Tt has heen a long, hanl struggle. ?fea]'ly thirteen 
yeATB of anxious vratching and ceaseless toii Oiibn 
my heart has been ready to sink. Many time^^ when 
wandering iu the forests of XewfounLllniKl, in the 
pelting rain, op on the deck of sliips, on dart, stormy 
nigbta — alone, far from home — I Lave almost accused 
myself of niadtiess aril folly to pactillcc the peaeo of 
my family, arid all the hopes of life^ for what might 
prove aller all but a dream. I have Been my cciil- 
^■punions one and anuther fiilliiig by my side, and feared 
that I too might not live to aee tlio end. And yet, 
one hope has led me on, and I hare pra^ed that J 
might not tait« of death till tbid work wjis nccom- 
>lisbdd> Thnt pny^r ib unawcrod ; and novr, iioy^ml 
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oU ackiiowlciIginenU \o men, n ihc feeling of grati- 
ludc to AlmiglUy Qo<]."* 

Thoi^ thotigk ihu way siwins long and bard, m tlia 
cudwltat a triumph ia gained 1 The achlevemoiit la 
ctirfiimly one of the most marvellous in all liistory — 
tio iDoet fiigji^ fitxrof of mnn's power and dominioa 
over tlie liiJcl<*ii forces of nnture- WLcu it was first 
proposei-l ihu3 to spaa the Atlantic, it seemed hit tLe 
fiinoy of a disonjt^rcd braio. Yet wo have lived to seo 
it accoiMpVisbcd, aud every nioruijig tbis ocean tole- 
gmpli ivjiorts to 113 wlal tran-^]>in:d in Eiiropp but a 
L'W bouK before. Indeed, so fiimiliiir with it have wo 
bei^omc that wc b:irdly fitop to tbiuk what it inrolvca 
Yet, to oae wbo reflects, it can never lose its greatness 
by faiiiiUarity. It will always remain a marvel and a 
mystery. The more we think upoa It, the more we 
are tbrilWl with secret awe and wonder. Niee years 
ago, Kdward Everett, in his memorable oration de- 
livered at iho opcuiDg of tiie Dudley Observatory at 
Albany, thaa spoke of the then projec'^d AtJaotic 
Tolcgrapli ; 

" I hold in my hand a portion of the identical elec- 
trical cable, given mo by my friend Mr, Pcabody, 
wtuob ia aow in piv^L^ress of matiuftieture to eonnect 
Ameriea with Europe, Does it sc^m all but itiorcdi- 

CoraiQtfw of XeV'Yodc, Set, 1% 1M& 
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blc to you tliBt uilcUigcnco should travel for two iboa- 
Band niileSf along those slender copper wiree, far dovm 
in iho ftU but fathomless Atlantic, neyei' before pene- 
trated by aught pertaining to liumanity, eave when 
Bonio fouuderiiig resael has plucged with her baplcaa 
company to the eternal silence and darkness cif the 
abyaa? Dooa it seem^ I saj^ all bet a miraulc of art, 
tiiat the tbougbta of living men— tho thongbta that 
■we think up here on the earth^s eurface:, in the cbeer- 
ful light of day— about tbo markela svnd the exchanges, 
find the seasoDB, and the elections, and the treaties, and 
the warSj and all the fond ncihings of daily lifcj sbonid 
clothe themselvea with elemental sparke, and shoot 
with licry speed, in a momont, io llie twinkling of qil 
eye^ frotn bcmisphere to hemisphere, far down nmoug 
l>ie ancouth morstera that wallow in the nether seas, 
along tlio wreok-paved floor, through the oozy dun- 
geons of the myless deep ; that the latest intelligence 
of the ciops, whose dancing tassels will, in a few 
months, be coquetting with tbo west wind on thoao 
boundless praiiiesj ebonlJ go flashing along tie filimj 
dccku of old snnkea galleons^ wliieb have been rotting 
for iLg^i that locssngcfi of Jxicndehip and love, J>om 
wann» living bnsoms, shonld bum aver tlie colJ, green 
hnno? -^^ "!'■" ^nj women, wbose hearts once m Wiinn 
aa Oil. <« the etomfi) guli^ closed and roared 

oriT then) i-cEitiuioi stgo V 
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TTo ivciTMl{-r thdt the uuttgiDatiuu uf the great orator 
touf-bcd hj thought of tbo almost fflUiotolefls 
jpths and bonni3lcss i^jKiocs through which tliJ£ ficrj 
leiirJc-ng^'r wus Ui injikc ils way ! 

it IS not alotie ibe "miracle of art," or tlio tii- 
iph of science, which gives interest to this nchievo- 
mcnL It ia the changed relation which it ostabllsheB 
Leiween JJflVrenl parla cf the earth. It brings the 
'^rld together. It joins tho sundered hemUpherea 
united diatant nation?, mating them feel that thej 
are members of one grent human family: That which 
} has sueh a *' miesion/^ it is impossible to think of as a 

Kcie materiid tlJng, This ocean cable is not an iron 
lain, Ijbg eolJ and dead in tho icy depths of ihn 
tlantic It is » living, fie&hly bond between severed 
^rtions of tlic human i^mily, thrilling with life, along 
f;ich tliG pul-sesoflove and lendemess will run, swift 
the currents in human vcinfi* backward and forward 
evei'. By such strong ties docs it tend to bind the 
imau race in iiDtty, peace, and concord. It seemed 
tgnificant and prophetic of its future use and tecden- 
% that with the very news of its Bucccsa came lidinga 
that tho great wnr in Europe was ended by peaeo W 
reen Austria and Pmssii The announcemeut was 
rmature, ns only the |>^elinliuan<^s had been signed, 
jt it wns virtually true; for from that time there waa 
aeluut u-&^tiijii v{ arms, to be followed in a f^vr 
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veeks hy ft solemE treaty of peace. Ttia was lidiugB 
worthy to be flashed from onu licmiaphcre to %\ie 
other. 

It scemeil os if tliis pc.i-iijmph, rising oat of the 
wavc3, wna bom to be the herald of peace> Eight 
years before, nlmost the first news it brouglit wiis lliat 
of peace in China, ladeed, the very first message 
s|jokcn ncrosa tbo Jeep wna tbe angels' song; "Glory 
to God in tilt; bigbesi, niitl on cai"t]i ]k::icp, gofjJ'will 
toward men." And now, wbeu agaiu the Eea "h.td 
found a touguc," ila first message was Peace, Vfas 
not tbts '' tbo voice of Qod upon tbe vmtei-s'' ? 

To this best use of human speeeli let this new 
instrument be consecrated \ Whata'jcver goeih down 
into the sen, lot it tend fo biimjin good, Ilefl\'i?u for- 
bid that the Toice of rage nnd anger should ever Iti- 
vade those tranquil <]rptli3» Uowcvcr men may hoto 
e,tdi other; hnwe^^er llji-y may war up here on the 
earth's surface, let their mge and fury. Jet their curs- 
ing and blosplicmics, like the sound of hostile cannon, 
die away upon tbc nipper air. But in that nnder 
world, that realm of darkness and eilence, where 

*'Sa Ionr[^ 'tE^^ thai ctfca Qod 
Seemi nut ihcrc to Lc." 



let htjmnn passion nei.'cr come. Pence, poac(^» abovo 
and below 1 EHpeei:iny between the two kiiidn^ na- 
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dweLIii:^ on opposite shores of tlio samo great 
p nations of the aainc bloody ^uid speaking the some 
guag*', ma.y this new herald of thougiit and speech 
^QUO to boor only messages of peace as Jong as the 
ids Llow and the waters roll I 
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itnsons cDNrEitHEP n exglasd Asn amebioa. 

Tub tvritor<if lift* r»iY^hm^ [hiifiti Iikp iMirt'fiilly ri.'frMiiK'^l ftiita 
mirde c^f {iraLw* Ul^ t'lUcc; bciadc Hju[it5 in j^iy*: 1I11.1 truth of lualor/- 
BiiE tUa nwofil tfoultl nnl bo fi>mplHi; wllhmit ffiriip rifrtiw of wb« 
ftilluwrd the narirn of ibe lut ii^Xiwdllion, fr]iu>rmg how Ibu 
HfliirvvincDt wiia ioci>2iu«h) bj tLo govcromoiila 4Tid lliv pcv|>1a 
<if Eii^luad idI Amtiicn. 

Thn finill sui^iHtH »f the .^tUnfic Tf^lBgrnpli, nffjir fri mAny ilbt 
ftppoidtiEiT^Qts, produced ft prurrnuDil i]Dpn<«piua tliroLiffhout tlio ciri- 
lin^ vijtrlil, Vi«t it ailb out^ of Eha carl^^ua UlAt&al^caof iIed cbui;Er-4 

kiDiMrj^l lliu wilJLSlontliiifiiiuiia in Um Uiiilod ^tar-^.tHiJli* in KtSfi- 
IuikI it Wfcs ri'i^rdoJ nirnntt with imtltlSrenCc. uv^ tbi nuli' of 
fi^'titju in tiio IV.-U ttfunirlc's wnn r.kiii|tUldj ruvvrwl. Ii wha iliu 
llirtni* itf Itraiinrtk-rac (^^umliilnli'iu m Gn'al BritaJn, wLilft la Amr- 
Hrii till' |mb1ii^ iLilud — nIuIIl-J pt'r]ii]« Itj the f^vitt-Dmat^t of Tour 
j<Mi»ii t't WBf— rv^^rc^l thrt ijrJ'ftt jk^*b whli cmnimfturc. The mj' 
Htfj vut, lu i«rt, lliBt EdjjflniiJ bail tiul n Inrger bIiatq In tbir hiTrf 
ilknn in ih4 futif^r KTfxulicirine tVrritlnIr itonA c^uM di^ny 1 lia 
liKnLliiiBLIu ftprrW* f*'nrlpn.nl lij lior nn:ri tti aciciicc, licr scuu^'n, 

ri'imiirwlijch thvy liAd honorpd ^hniilcl lIo llipm honnr in Its lam. 
F\>r thi* jmrpc«n ■ jtniui banr^iipt vaa ^'^j^n itt Liverpool hj tli» 
f:hftni>''- ' '^.^^^ -- — ,\^n rvcnUii^ of Ibf fiint nf October. 
TU-i i. ' ,S'ortUpuU\ M-P., PruiJJtuit of llio 
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AHUim. ^ircp^^liGiirUIj c>f tlii^ friuuilly rcUlloue hIiIcIl ou^Iit to cidsi 
ivHh Anu:ritiL Hd tnld ; " Vie are going to briHj^ tlia [icoplc of 
ICnglAnd iDil the L"nilffd Stntoa inlu n fur oloenr ccpnccliDc wilh 
one uiirtliur tliua hm vvi^ viiatad bcfuro^ TLat 1^ la my miriilt 
a Rivai it^iu. Tlmj" liavc au ujiimtitu inttn-^i , uiuI.l'U^ llji'y aru % 
mftlck for thi? worli]. vliilrt * iiimrrcl betwpi'Ti tJiom would Iki q 
ft'ftrful iajury, not only lo tliemselvcB but lo tlje lM^8l iat^tiaiB <jf 
iiiaiikinJ/' IId cxi^nsaed Lb " Jtiop coiiviclba tUnt on lilt? uuluu 
uT the bwu naiiuDc^. morti tlma UD oi^' Dtlier conlily llJuy. tlie fu^ 

1T»i> ClioinjiiLii ^vo flirj hmiltli of " Tlio Originnl Prtgootum of 
llio Alliiz^lic Gible/' nliicb Le fimpoKil curly in crrJor to ipw Mr, 
O/raa FiuMn |»liu itds Vi!r3' iit^or tu tliuiu, bIiIiuu^Ii Lu linppojitsl 
Wf bo in Amtiriai '.) n cbAiic(» uf ppBYondiag lo iln> ii>iib: A iul-amu^ 
YfOA nt oacf aonl from tU^; room to KtiWli>qndluuil, anJ a rrpK rc- 
1^'lvod lurk Lbut Mr. Fiold liul left f'i>i' Nu»-Yc>Tk, In a>DtiaLjii}]; 
Ills ripM-'cli, Lv Mill: "Illiiak tIiptg rMin bii no (lonlit in l]i'< niimlfl 
of ihotic who liftvo cftTcfully oicinLinoil iViu liistory of iliceo tnn»c- 
liijo^ tlkut if) ^U- Cjruit Field it b tliul v'Q owti tUe ;>racljcal i:Hrrj- 
iup ojit of iheiilpn whirli liiwlmrne eucli gloriourt fruit. I sm hits 
llLcnj 1a urjQu lo wliujii w*; owu more, or nbosa name stuulfl in 
jjroudtT ■:<iitnfi:tji.iii wilk lliii gicAt undertaking thAa iLc luiincr of 
Mr t'jni6 Kitld." 

li? rtilli*d Ufifm Sir Charles BrrgliL ta reply, nho di^lailcd nmc- 
vlutt tho buitoty of i\w cbtorprJ^Le from tlio vory iK^innlng In 
iBfifl, ivbca "Mr. Cyruji Field, ta ^hum tlio ^orid wag m'iro in- 
di^'biiji] thtii t>i nnj otln^i [itTAcn Tut ihv cxiibHfllmnrnt iif lIid Vuf. 
rfliuo lo Englund upon ibecnmpMitm of lUa iLdognipli l«cwe'>a 
Ntjva Seoii* imJ S*?*f<»iimUmnJ." 

Mr. C, E. lUwliup, Jr., said , " 1 may Iw allowed to refer in ;wi>oI 
UiJit Lmti^nnd di^urmimv] banil, vho BFt> not prrv^nT, tmd yi-t sm 
rfnisjiipnou* by tE^'-ir ikljn''»^e, 1 rt-fut L»pc!ci*Uv li> Mr Cvnia Finid, 
of Nvnf York, nod to Mr, CJImb. From Str. (ilaiiA wo Uaru ri'criwoii 
n Ii-'Ult di1i%I, I rrigrct to mid. Crom hla »di'k rliamlriir; And a* Eu 
Mr. Fit*]d, yon *rill iv ftlauv^d lo hfnr tlml Mt. Driglii lina kindly 
brmjght tbo ti*lc^f;;mt>}L ^viro intii f Iil' roiiin in ^«-ML]| ^u nrc F.iU]n;f. 
and i]4J 9<Hmcr will ibo t'U^r InvolviTi^ ibu iijmii^m of Mr. F]«M'« 
luutw l4i< jflTiin Tnim tb<? (.-Inir. iltim it will be ]1a4bc<L villi Uglit- 
fiiu^r apfud to VftlEntia. tUsowte NewfouadUod. uid if Mr. F1«Id 
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XFV-Viirk f*T x\\i> pclio of ymxc tinffuig clit^TS liiw woJI ditd owny 
ill Jjroqwrl" 

The ChAlrmut tli^n read t1;r fiiUo«iDj(<xmamiimc«tiija fnini lbs 
Karl or Drrljy, tJio ]*d(aL< AIlabUtT of Euffluiid : 



" Ut'Ali flilL Sr.tvroRD: An l mtdoivluncl von nre in b^ve t-lia 
lioiir^ar Ukip;; tliDi'lukiTat tlie f.-ali'r(nlAini?(il t^lkkh la to bo fEJVi^tl 
»u MiWnr ucxlJu LivtrjAiiil^ to crlpbmtnlUc double nutviw «hifh 
]iii# Qtiinilcd tbrf nrpBi umlprUtiDg -if liijiii^f the rulJi* nf IHIW, 
nml n-w^'i^rinpi thai of IS'J,^, by wLick tlic two cnhlmtala of fcu- 
rii|iu ibii ^nivrica biv bvpinilj' coDaoried, 1 am conimfrDdcd hy the 
IJiiiii'ii to lauke known to Yiiu.uml ibmujElijtJU Ui ibiiiii.'"j\i'r>vbriiu 
jou firo TO I'n-siiTi*, the ili^p inl'?rpfit wiili ivliirh ITi-r Mi(j<^*rlj liiii* 
n^jfardpd tbc jtrof;rc?HR of ibU ni>b1« work : ivnJ tu ictidor ]Eer Tklq- 
Ji'frt./'a rnriEiul fldi^^'mtulDtiou^ lo bU of tiaHAO ^'liodc <4i<.-r^- find 
Iri'rfv^rrmiix', vih<iFtr^ ekill aiiil ttcicacc ba\i: LiiuEDjilind over nil Jif- 
HciilUoB, unci B{'<vinp]i«lu'«l n bii/'fpa* kHIcb konomblo In ibnniBi^Ivi'^ 
Ami f& U"-ir eounirv, nml bcocti'^iKl to ib^s world nt Irrpo- U*^ 
Mu^vuI/h desLfiHu i>f tt^^lifylDjE' bi-r *iciiAf of tbo \driouii fncrirs 
wlilrli buvu bH'tt illiiiilfly*^ ia lldx j^rvat rnlcrprifif^, ban ntmaiuni)- 
inl mo (o tnliniiT. T.I b^F, fiir apf^-ial nmrksor Imp r-iyoJ fuvor, tbrt 
nnmPB nt (Low ^bif, baTirg bhl iLf#1^cxt to Tbcu ]>roinuient pudi- 
ll»iifc, TflftjrW cwiiBiik-rnl tt» iinir«ciiUn;f tlic Oiflttuni [iL-purimeni*. 
Klinw iinllrv) bibun liarr (omrlbnLiHl io tlw fiiu] n«uU ; and llnr 
MnJ4'tilv bus AiNmnlmglr 1hx.-d pli-Anxl Lv dLrtxt Ihnt llio honor af 
kniuhibixyd abuulil I": conferral ui'cin CBL>f4m .^iKk-ntUD, \he nblfi 
uiU KruIou>i CfirniiiuiLilcr i-if ibu i.iniul Bii«t<;rn ; rfofoteor TliuiUAiiit 
wh^tviliNringiJiHliiitd Bcu^itm hiu lirH*ri brim^til In lH>ir wtlli i«itiini-nE 
•UCCHI upot] ilio iriipTov4-in'-nt nf Mibninrin^? t«]<'i(m[>bv ; ivnJ nu 
McauK, aijuB luid CmuikiiJjr, Ibr innjiii^^r nml mninoi'r fceiirciivvl.T 
vi ilio Trlc|rrn[>h Mnia^Munri' Oimimay. wbnw skill m^r] ri|v^ 
rlMr^ imvi' maiulv '^^nlnl'Mii'*! i» ibc ■■ImlmbLe octnetnictlork ami 
•uwiwful InyiniT <if lb« tubb.. il<ir ^fu;l^fit}- !h fartlkuf plonewi to 
ninfk Lf-r aTf^tru^rd uf iLv public J<pifil Biid rncr^ of llir iHn ruqu>- 
|«iiiffl VI bu liflvi^ bud euL-n-T«i>d>' iki' ('uQiluei of ibr* Liud^iiakjatf. 
hr oHeriiiif Ihc digiiiry of & fiaronf^'^ of iho Cnitivl JOnffilom lo 
Ur» IjMnpMin. Ilic Dvpuly CLalraiui i^ llie oriiciiiAl compuiy, io 
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whiwo rfaolalc aupport r£ tbo project in epUo of fill dSoconrflffiv 
mcjiU H ^bfl iu a jn'rAt lumNure owXnn tlitt U was not &t oqo tkma 
nhamloniHi in i1of»pjiir ; nnd lo Mr. iJfJOPh, M P., ihf Chulnoan of 
Lli4-^ CompuDj ^vliifh lioe Sunltv oomplctod the dLvi;^^ ]f amnnip 
the iiftidft* t]ii« euVmitt?d to aad appmvrsi by Hit Mnj^Htj, t\mX 
of Mr- Cyruit ITielddcM^ not njiEH^Ar. ibc omialifa mubt ant ln^aU 
irlTmlJ^d In bdv disn?gard of the cmiriPEl H^rrlrps whi^h, Imm fho 
Rfi^I, Ld hui rt^ailLTrcd to |]lq caufio nf trfUffiaOa-ntif: ("li^^ijftplij, dhJ 
Ike li-nl nud rrHolulluu u'UU wLicb Kc liuBodLcred lo tlic proH^ii- 
lioD Df liiK olkji-'f^L, but U> an ApprplicntrLon Int it mlplLl up|iL'nr Ut 
i.'rirroacli on tLo jTowince of liifl own Gori'mjrti'nl, if Hot MnjiiKly 
wcro Atlripod lo cffi? a dtUcD of ita Uoilcd StiLt??, for h aordco 
rrnilrti.'d [iliko tii IjotU coujitHeA, British marhB of liunor. wliicli^ 
fnllntdnfr ihe cKnmpEe of anotlier highlj ilSntingiLyii^ i^Uin^n. he 
mi^lil fool htoifielf uDBblfl to ■a^^L, 

" 1 will <)aAf odd. oQ mr own part^ liow oordtalLy 1 cvncnT in itio 
oUjiTl (if tlm nnwring mer width >'uu un: about lo pnvUtr, AHil 
hrnv nmrlf I shmiTJ havo liepfi graiifltd bml circnirinTiumH inTmll- 
lc4l mo to Lavo altondctd Jn person. 

'" I am, di?ir Sir St-itQurd, rcrj jjUiCPTply voure, 

(Sipnpd) '■ DrphT. 

" Ifigbt Hon. Sir STAFFonD ^oaracoTO, Bdrt,, M.P/' 

In addition, StAffCommand^r MdtIatIv had Cupi^lo Ccimmctllt 
of tlio TcTiiblu ^cr*) bflonranl iDadc- CouiiDikiirlcM-Q of tbo Bttlli, 

Aa iliu Cajeliflli Qovct undent could :nii ij11ii:iDl]ir rvc<jpiu£i.i ^nd 
rnwajd the proji'ctnr nnfl clilf^f pmmotftr of the. Ailanitn Ti'V'gro]>lL 
bocnu&o bo ^^"04 an American, it wkb left to indirulunla to piprvflti 
ibtir HDH3 of bie sctvifce, aud nf tbo plnco wbirb ri^litfuUj !»- 
lungei] lo bim in ihu k'tstor.r of tliiB uiiU-Tpritw. Tbut pu^Ujon vtu 
^vi>n bim bv W, II. ltiu34o[), IA,.D., vrho ^vu on baurd of Tba 
Onral EBfllom iu 19^5, lUiil wrote tha otHoial HiBtory of llial Bx- 
[vdjtl<m. {p. 100 

" It biu been said tbfit Ibc grealoit hoona mnfenwl na niinkind^ 
bavo lK?on duv to man of on9 ld«a. If th« laying of thfi Atbnilfl 
riiblii ^^v nmuik^ lbi'iBi> bcncHf», its cooAEini niAtion ma^ cortainljr l^o 
httdliuitO lu Llic tJULii vilm. bhvlu^f mtmy Idojift. Uuvolr^ UinH'tf to 
wiJTlc ollE niid libi. wItIl (l p>riilf fiirrt* and |intlfn1 vi^r nhlpU 
Quuvi-'rli^l iip{M.)fatluii uid ntwnmiio iaiJifliTcuu.^ Mr, FiuM iOjH/ 
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te Vkoivd elihor ta tbo for^ ot ih« F£l«rnkL proU<4hw. of Iht 
c&ble il&^f At tkn»? bet Uu Ivtn iU ntllvii liri:> ; a^ln Ikv Ijii* 

linvinif firtt sifi) tliti Al)aiiIj^ oitil* wifl priMlM«^ in Mr. Fli^lA 
ifl Juo ihc Jn&IiuDiiMu inorit uf liivlnK maJv It fh4»lUVt hnil nf 
Uiilog tu ftu aUhtUvd (»iicr|>Uim kU Uiit JLitrlbulo of hnltlij- 

Profnfor ^Ir Wiltikm TliAnmn^ on llie «v« nf tJir> flniil trlnitipli. 
yit^Mn . " Mj- <U** n^Ut, L ciufciifrt nfriilTi fnpio palling dnwii la 
Uluck imil iitltiu! irif lit-artj cnfi^mintiiLluiiii im }iiur irri<At tucivH. 
Yi.tvr know inttfr Ihuii I dn t»ri» will j-im iloBiTvti It," 

I^gM iTionrlu nfl'ir Uv 4rii(<> r^in S<'itiliirit1 ; " 1 im tarry I UaiL 
ait\ oti nppDrtunUj of •iiTiujj In [>uUk- Ikivt miu^h 1 vnlw^ yuiiTtm- 
vnr; uhI pprwvvmatre in c-Arr.viutf Uimujfh tliu ifriol i-iLk'rpriH-^ 
feinl li'iw rUiorrv rnii Hinud out In itn hlHturj h 1t« orJff^iuI/ir ilulI 
1|4 innJu sytrinij fmm iH'^miin^ to und/' 

Mr. L'. K- Vflrli*v.oin> of tUi^ ia<Mt eminent of Kni^Uili ■'l<M'iri''Un*, 

Ui 8i>]*o lliQ Jifllfiitl firi'jblrnu of ncv-na 1r-Li'^ra|tltj'. vrrlii^ii En Mr, 
tlcM : " Yoq diil luaro tlkui ony ollirr ta float llu* i^ont^Tn. nml 
■mi^lolkBijiiErd etrod Xhn wUoEo kJjvuio iVuiJi ovUipM mnn tluui 

□iiinlNirltVB fcmu. He bitcl hl-oii tlic Inbun ijT Mr, FiAil In l^jmlon 

■uiJ ngBin tluit bal For ibno kfjn^p ami liu^<uiin( i^lTiirfu llin ti Imli* 
#rhcED4 VTdulJ hnvo brokon ilnwn, ftnit Ih^'H Ai-Lajml Ivr in*nj ^ndti. 
^urb rii'iv»*iri>iJ4 frv'ifi Eii^ltflb ■«*xr]iiut In (Lc urrnL tfutk 
DJiflit Iri- riiuTElpllrrj Urmny I'ltoal. Thry an.' mucti ■(hmff^'r ilijui 
ftnjr iDhVMii^ ri'bvl lijr t^ri umlinf nf EM* v»liini", tvho U«4 |Mif- 
jv^t^lj" If-yi Wk *ii<:h UvtititimiciM, Iftt Jt hIiouIiI •■v-in tliut U* 
^liiii'^t 1o crtpU jin liuUvJcliuJ, vbva l>u AiMisbi tu dcpJUHtkv ki alJ, 

Hut tj> nn Arnvrl/vn rh |miiB> !■ uri Ji^sf ar llirii i«)iloU r-itum 
ttoai ktF» uuu c-uuirjiunn. tint of «!) W Mr. J<'L>Li, invi ilut 
^blrli fMtne frutu tbuAL^ fattliM ftw vlvi liwl lU^^ L>y IjIri nud 
*U(u^wd bU*<XL^r]Jiiui» fiiT tirrlri? luQtf ti^Ub jM tlK< flml Htuiuol 
Wii^ii'uy uf U^ fSudtlicildFra uf tho Ntw^Ycirk. Ncirlp^muJUiuJ. ind 
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mijljiin uT Air. Miviut TajIof, sif4.mdi-il Uy Mr, WiUuii U. iltmi, 

^VlH'^oa.^, TIlIb Oimjinnj' viim tlm limL in'r?r n»finr»il fnr Ihr 
tnbUaUui-ul of uri AJluiuio Tuli'grapLifln tutorpriw upon wlda 
it BiJirti-d ia liUo b[';iioniisr cf 1354, it Ihu iuHtaate uf Mr. Cyr 
W, Fialfi, &nd wlin-h, through his -vflm and iinwwiri«(l eojTgy, 
«c1iii^ upon tbia Coiupnny, hUil othon nA^r^varda furtUHl In con- 
AiiTtign u-illk iX, luid liap-n »4(rcc^ul1y occorDpUaLud : Tkon-furo 
tUe BtwkliulJi-rB of thJB Cumpnajr, Bt Lli^ thali ftmb meuUu 
Hiari? llicj p/>mp)etEo]i at tli? L<Dti?rpriaB, i]t4<lr]ag to t&fUiy lli« 
■OUFie of Mr. Fit^ld'fi Aurvicui : 

Praolrui Firal — Tliflt to liim more tbaa an/ oilier imiD. tli* 
vrotlii Is lud^binl f>r iLLi iiui4£kd]lcj;ai lobtruiuutit or iroorl - luid 
but for liiiD It miiilJ acfl. in all proUiLilii/, bn now in uxinteiice- 

fiucoaJ— Tliat Iho ilLonka of iLc atockholdsrs cf tkia Cuinpaikj- 
nra Ltrcby girea to Mr, Piolii, fi>r tLiraiJ Bcrricca, whkli, ttiua^'h 
Bfi grf^Uki la t1iirTii.Mvo«H snil so voliiniitu to tli]a CViin[jU]iy. ivurv 
rtajlorfld vritljuut my roiaaoGruiiuQ ; aad 

Ttiird— That il co[py of tliLs ifsolulion, (»rti(iad lij iLc CluJr- 
nun aad Secri-lurY' of LLiis niootiiiff. bo Ji^Uvi*red to Ktr- Fli'lO 
u 1^ rft/sgnUlon. by tiinRi* ivlio bpHt know, of hia just light id 
It0 al*ftya reflnrdi«-l hh The firet pri»j*etof, tmd maul peniaUat 
uul uCQcwnt promoiiiri of iha Atlautic Tdcgm]>]i, 

PereH CuoreK, C/c/ii^'ffWrt. 
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To ti>tl^ lUc ]iulilic apprDcifelioii of iIua (^t«t adiii; rumonl 

■imI of lilit iwn in ii, tbo CbiDilxT of t'titiiiacTf'.' L>r Ni-w^ 
York ^nvliiil Mr. Kii<Ul to a {lubCIc binitLiL-i. wliicli \rafli 
jjiVk-n nn l\iv RfltvDili of Xovi^mhvr. It v^oa alU'iiilvd br »br>uVi 
(bn* luindrvJ giemUimtn—nut onlv merrliaBtfl uiiL Imukr™, bull 
iTK^ii 'if nil pnili^pi'^np — liiwyor* nrul jmlpw. rlpr^ytni?r nnrl prr* 
Id^^nlA nf ouLlo^ifl, moinU-ni of Iho Uai'oriiiiii-nf ncd ]brt<l|^ min^ 
ti^n,aDdot1Wri&of llit^n-mToiidxmvjp', Tbp l*rp8id<^nu>f Lbc t-ljom 
\xT <'t CuuinLcrcv, A. X- Low, l^j., pix-sidtd. and. ai Lbc doA* of biv 
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Aponln^ riirnhnSaM: " Wl* niny tiilrlyrlnJin lljnt, rrum fint lo Inpt. 

C^riu W, FtrttE ]lu U<on ruurv dueoly iiWliliod witli ilie AlJuiUo 

l^r^lrf^npU lliiLii dDyuthtT liviuir mn-n ^ njid liiii name and liia fame, 

[wWch ttiu <Jiiwfl i-f <ir™t BriUi'uj hu jtiHtl* lift ty xhv mju oj tlwJ 

iHi»'ri™ii j^iUfTDtnoni jmL p'npli*. viW W- prtuvWy rlii-rWi(-d arnl 

rmMuHy Iioborwi Wastoin daily^uBp of ihufmlifl of lua labuis; 

Iti'l \i is mevi that lb? iiKn i>f roriLiiipn^, <^f Ulcratun nnd of law. 

rf «ru'n[v aitd an — of all ilio iirort.>«6Li>rt£i ihut imimit di^ciiTy nm) 
[itnrELi lotiuF naiiin> — xhantij iNtiii^ tri^lluT nntl j/ivi' a liosny. j<jv< 
Ibii^nnil i^-m^roiLB up-l«omr< To tbiA TrutycblTBlruiUAflL'ii cf AtdmnL." 

"CYi(i;n W- ri&i.ii. [tip iiftjiictirr mid jrininsiuliiu "i tli(' AiIailiIo 
HpipnipU ; Hliil** ilin ItrhiAli iPivpTcimfriiT. justly hnikiin ibiiwi wlio 
linri' tjikim jdrt ^^iT^ bim in tbiri ifir-ai \rork of tlio af£", Aj' fuma 
lK'litEi[fH tu iiv^ ami nill Ik< rliiTitUi^ aad £iiaH«1 by Uib mnntrj'' 
two/' 

111 liJH i^'I'^y^ ^^f" t''ii*1il ;fviri> m rapk) lull oU-ar nkt^trb nf ILd Ii)§- 
tfciiy ij ibb onli'r|»rbi' froin tbc vitj' Wi^iiiiiDK— u piri'nl of afuiiy 
IlKtricvii )'r?ftr>"-t»kinj; i«i»H Ut il*j full ju«Uc<; to a11 whiiiJmriil 
|)n i\s Ulmn, kw sim^rt^lt^. iU4 i^i>Ukpii»1ii1inf<(il», ami lU ri7aiij|>lis. 
jnwiully vli*i bf aunrd Iho bigbo>l |tTnitp to iko ^wiriropiil of 
iglaTid fiir j1h liUi^rtl and cffostaat 4iippon ^ loLcr ok^ii of scicikm 
\MJfi b<'r (Ti^-jil cnfflijilbt'- ami lo Uie ut11i?i-Ts luT t.Ui^«. tlpctririnJiR 
■L i<ti(riJi'<cn. ivIiD bml Tuknn pan in ib^f imiii'^Tito iinflpnaklnif, 
Budi ^nipuluiiis di-AJfr M tin JufI iif* toolt bi« it«tJHLulF0 if^ aivbuhki 
Ifi llii>v* wbnffo appic^mliuD ia oinliui'd bjr luCKuml l»iindiiri<*t 
,ln dudn^ hm irmark^, hu taid: 

If ilir ri-BiiIra .if rliin cHi^'rpn**''— rflmTnPTfijiUjr ind pciUllmlly 
-U Lb fnr ritb«'re |n ^]>P4k Tn nm* pffi^rl rmly <l<> 1 ri-U-r m lb* 
["wUb 4kf niy l>'*ari — ibnt. *« it brio;iT» ue inio riinHT nfpllcm* iritli 
'KnelBmln l( may ifrinbiLi- n Ii1«t iiiii|rT».iainbnt,' l*-l»ri'Ji ilio iwu 
[•■iinTritv Ix-r ubi> will hi^vlE n^iniihi Ehftlnii'l — h-itr<l« of (Minnitn* 
|^;i)«i nmiii fiMm HJilitT ]l|i« iliaii mlao. I Jinvc ri^wlvitl I-*-* nmcb 
Lkmbiipn fmiii tljiuJlnlLnki^n U) jvhi hi ibia Jau^uaifiF. I huw rabii 
If tbrir brw"! and rtmnk <hf f^iHr nip. hrtd I hare itrrlvftl hum 
itiMti. in tliji- <]art','«L iKiun of tliii* iiiTiLiiTiiriiii^ n-unla «f cluttr ivblo^h 
I *lk»it m>ri-r f»r^-t j »nd i( atiy \«i>riU ijf jblbc <kui l^^ud to poua 
[&nJ pM(l wllj, tbtiy nhall uot Ixi trantjiij^. J lare mj tuuDlrjiiiL-ii 
tik ivinnTiiUir (be lim rif klfulml, IHikhI b tliirk'-r than wuti^r 
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Anii>Ti?a ujili nil litT ^(roaiticvi hu rnmi? out cif tbo Iniaa of P^ng. 
Ifbii'l ; and tlio4i^li ili^.tro Iijlto buun flomolimofl fumilv <]Ubrrul& — 
billiT Afl fumLly <|iULrrf*]e arc opt to lik^ — fitilJ in niir ii^rviit tli<--n^ js 
Ik j'<:nrQ[ii^ fi.K iUe* 'lid honiu. i\v! laijJ iff Dur liktliiTB ; aud he it< an 
onv-'niy i^f lii4 niimrry ond cf ilii> Liimnn raci\ who wDiald tttr up 
Dirito bfilvetD iwo natioua tliiit cix; Ui4 m ntcc. in lon^un^ and 
In nTllnlaii- (AppUuBC.l I dmw vitli tlib seuLiiutul : E?<ula3U 
KSD Aamtiwx — rusppjo iianhs across tee be\, may niifl 
ViRH (i[U8[> Di'^ ,v riEvaz OP i^Lit:vii^niP to aj-l gr>;eilvtmna T 
(LuiliuHiaslEc apjildUM — lKu audL'aoij riHDg; aud giving ihrtx 

ffcnnpniiK "iplrtt. Ailmlml FiimiffiU nuld tbai ho was In Ni'w-V<>rk 
in 195*. and witneaiwd tlj^^ cLdolimi^on cf iLnt j«Lr. Fe^ Tiad fp'li 
nicirc dpt'jily mt^rcatwl ilum lie in tliie niwt woniierful tnl^rpriw. 
lEi.' did uot ojusidfir Lbut our navy La<I Lad an uquiU tiUun', in tlio 
nr>ftL coutnt witli iTin elcin'ml--*, in cvtitblif^liln^ Tliia Imrid of union. 
y*-X lio lunl im ihbi'Lin|^ fniih lliat wlum^v^r op wliproVi'r the nivlca 
nr tlrcnl UriLiuJi and iliu tlaltuJ SiuIh uiiito lU>^'ir cfliirtn £j7 tlio 
uJraDPomi'ut cf cJYlEiuLtfan, acienco, or humEUilly, they wuuld wl- 

fJufit^fKl Mtndf Win JT call od upon, ha "flic licm of Ondysbiif^r." 
ni]i1iL-d lUaC tlii?i\' wim liut imo " licro" on ilii^ ocfcifiiiin, nud Ik^ Lad 
iftivtlit'd n liundroil mil™ tu l# iIipr' ihiii nigUt Il> do him horn>r. 
Ilfi 0jud ' 'M linvii wiLteljed witU oo^4?merA tliir efrug^lA ihmii^i 
wlilck 111? liiui pfiwu^ii Lnd Ihc diBOEturv wUkK iiticndL><J liis t*rty 
vfCiTTln; and I LiLvi- DdzuLrcd nml DppUiudii], fmm tho Uittom 
rjf my '\^r*nn. llie f'tiafUy cf pnrpiMO with wUJrli thai uuin lioa 
LHm(iuth.-d to Imld oa to h\a tjrlginnJ idem. v'Mh h lirta fjhilli to 
eany to oomplclian one of tto gr«Atc«t ^vorke iliifl world Utia tint 

Ij>llf?ni wpTe rmd tern llie Praldtnt of ihn Unilpd Stitni, fWna 
Qd'-'f J dfltloe r>jaee»from UpuciuI Gtdnt, from Kir Fmlerirk Bruno, 
Uio British MinioCPrT frum Scuatora Morj^ciui and Biunimr, from 
(li-nf.T*] l>ii. Miiiisi^r to Fraaoo, imd oihcn. Tlie Cldof Juetln 
Htf ilio ITriLipd Siiitf** wmlor 

"I mu vtfv Biifry Hiai t cimii4.kl Iwtvu Wflu^jingtoB lliie w^ckn Mid 
prt rrALkwC avnil uLj>Ttlf of yitvt kind liiviiatiun U> J'^tlu jou Ja roii' 
ifniiilaEkjTiii W Mr. Field tipon iht* iiaccon uf hli irmnd atn^i^ruklDif 
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It la Iha moat wonderftil MkioTcimeiit of dvHiialion ; u<l to hb 
cnginitT, pKtluQC'c, pcrstivcrxkiicc', cuunige, anil fuitli, \s fiYilLzatJoi) 
LailcblcU fnrit, 

"Su(!h Wf>rka ^btlU« tholr flnthon lo dinlin^nulied rwiknmrag 
puLUd boMfkcttir*, Voii nill wrila ihe nunc of vqlit lidnnrvid 
HUcrt lii^h apaa llin-t iUiuUioiu roU, iii;d ttitm it hIU n-auiia lo 
hiiiif>r, hLIIc uciisiu divide ud iclt^cmplw nailo oiuiklDil/' 

TLervwv ■ telo^nph In^trmnent In ttie room, and d«fipilcli«« 
trifK nceiTCfl during itc ongoing frum Mr. Scwanl. SccruUuy v>f 

[, GorcmoT-Urinprttt of Canada, fnun llie GciTemor of Ncw- 
loDlidlADd, and olhfn. Oae» from Cajilaic Sir Jumca And«rBDii, 
wu diitod at LL>tidoii the Baiiic ilaf. Joliu Bri^Lt also vrroM ■ 
dai|Milch Slid BL'UL It to LuLiiloL. bill by euuic nic^uiH it wu nul 
fcirwanlei]. He afl4.>rw3n] ivroci' a luErcr, givm^ tlia mf^aga. 

"Ii ia flttlog yoo Bhi:»uld hODor tlL« man to wliom tlkDirHale 
Vurld ia dobiur. lie brtjusiit t^apllul nud fri^leiin^ loffvlhcr to do lili 
bidding, and Europo ud Aiiir>rici aivforc^tir unilvd, 1 cannot «! 
at Tour CiibU'. but 1 caa jola in dum^ Uoaor to (^rnu W. Fldd- 
My bt^fVTty ilmDks to bka umy mmuL<-' vith 3'ijiin/' lie addfl tlul 
bo rr^nlRl ^hat Lad Ix.'on done u th« mofit inarvoLlniin ridnff In 
Ijiiman bltitor^ ^ u more nurrvUoue thaD tbo ioTODtlon of tlie urt 
itf priulin(Ep^^f.^c ^o^ alln^at ready loaar, thipO tiiG \i3\afft:aot tlic 
(lirnorvi'i; »iid iif Air- Fluid, be anys, ibat "tka wurlil dues out yei 
ktxtrvf vlint it oM'Vfl to bim, aai iLat This gvaorarion will novpr 
know it.'" 

And Bt Xhe iTTmE Rcfuna ^fwliDg hdd at Li^edfl on tli« Sth of 
<Viobtr. h<» fiWiI : " A fricml <tf miD**, Cynw Flebl. of New-York, 
b i\ni iVlmn^m of trur tiiap. for an^r no U-^e tlinn f-rrt^ jHifl- 
ABcvofraoB tbo -^tUu'ic-. itk |)\ii?aU of llifj ffrmt aIdi of bU lif<-\ 
ha Ilu at U^n^b, b; UiH cable, mourud thu Nutf World di«ii 
nloDgBlde thu V\d." 



Uxi U mijibi Bwm llial ihrra wa* a rt*liictMic« abroad to Pflwp- 
nlnr vliat «a« dooe vn ib'u udc of tliv All^ntXc. it may bn added 
herv.tbaton tUo ri<(umorMr Kl«bl lo EnulandcarW [d tlio fuIIivA- 
Ing jrar. ibo Aimiriowi Cluunbpf of t-Vimmcrco of LU'CTpool, com- 
paivd uf Eu^luili ajkd Amcriajt mtrcluuita doioff basiDcts yriik tba 
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Mr Samuel Cikunin^, And. Mr. Wi]laugh1]f ^imlth, to all af -nhniii 
wore pT<«cated gold medals, In eommcukuntiaaof Iheprcot Eichicve- 
rocnt lo wiaitli thtj had all eonttibtited. Tb*: Clioirmac, ilr, Wil- 
llflia RailiboDt, Jr^, of Uverpoul. ml viiua*?at Eug^liah merchant, in 
prcipnqing the hcnlih of the prnJL¥l4»r and tiio aMocisLtis In ihR lay- 
ing of the AtUutie table, eaid ; " Tliis euc^^^Ja ifi auft at ^hi^h v,-g 
OA a DatLon *nj proud, abd rj^ litlj lo. Bol it is )roo<I i\yi our bu- 
mlUt^' — a virtue Id wliith (»e di> ncl oatDnillj oic^^l — to ri'mtmber 
thntths rvrfitereEiitof tkmtfluivnv la diu^ndt taqti t:i]glifilin;aD. IjhI 
to an Amfirioui, Mr. Cvrufl Field. Ha b the prigL^cWir of dm jtlaa ; 
niid biid It uot bL:i:n for hLi teaocitf^ cf purpuec, hiii fiilh, wkicli, if 
U did not remoye moimtikiJiH, nt ]«»t iJefk-d oovtLiLfi Li> eluilfi tilv 
piirpoBe, the p[an woqld Inng apTi hn™ bwn alMuidomsl In d*?Bpair 
Iti tliia tcnDCJtv of purpmo iwd innhllity to imdoratobd defcal, Mr. 
Field b It raprmMDUtCJve maa ot tkc Aji^eLu-Suoji rncu wbcrevar 

Tito Amcriran fcoidevts in Paris aIao d«flirod ta gix^n Mr, Fl^-Id a 
pnhUfi rw^i-ption. Tbdr Jotl«r, Jaitiil ut Pari*, cjq thel^veuly-olghlli 
cil Ft<1iriiiin' , in d» fuWovn'. 

" fYBtB W, Tuo-D. Em*-. Lomwm : 

" DcAiL f^tn : The andcmlgncd Amf^rican ciliten^ at premit m 

)|>r» hrniiai;^ of yivt arrivpi m Ea^flaiid, and dvalriag Co e& 

ithpir warm flpprBfiarnncrj-ovimnliriPg labora and finsl Mfr 

l^*fl» in laying Iho Atlunlic! Tul&grapli, desire to givo you a puMio 

recoptiua in llda ciiv on an curly day, or n1 yoar ovrn <uaroaLL«Dce. 

" Hoping Hxm to bpar frfmi i^ou^ 

Wo remain, Sif, 

\uiir Fuiccrr] TnL'DdjL 
BljTiia] by Sasii-sl F. B. M^ksk, N. M, Becilt^ith. Jojlv MirvnoE, 
Qmj. T. Rfcit*.nr», L"T*H. S. P. Bowles, James Pn.u-Hs, JiM^a 
JrfiAVE, ajid inuuf QlhoTH, Mr Field* cn^ogcmi-iiia cofn|ieIJo(l 
Mm to doclU'! the iuviinliou thus ourlpoualy tE*udp™d. 

Tto Eking nf ItaU also coari-rrod oa Mr. FlL'ld tbc ctobh af the 
□rdn of 8L MauriiiUB, u lu nctuon Ic Jifuuitm froEi tbo ^untrr 
of Columbia lo one who lind dono m mur<li to uvltc to (Wc- OJd 
M'ofld that Kow "World which Coluuibu* dlBCovered, 
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AoMPding ia ihe usage o( our coantry, itera il hanJij any wuj 
nhjchtbe OD??miDeDtnn(aUUyit£ gntltado to ■ public Ikdo- 
bctor- It boa no l^algkikiioda and Imropetciu to coufei, Tbo 
Ihanka of ConffTOB »ra yctj imrely besiowrd vircjjt upon dJEiln- 
^iflhs) nfliccn in tbfi $jtqj or a^vy. who bira woa a bttlla or Je4 
ft caiQp&l^r and Uiiu rendered omiacut «crricfa to iht Uc^ahUe. 
Yel aiicL wus (he feeliDg on thia occuJOQ, thht vLoa 5eiuitor Mijt- 
(fan, of NciT-Tork, moved a vote of IhiDlu in the noma of llio 
wuatry* it met vHh oa iBiin«diiit« rc^paoH. It Kaa at onco re- 
ferred to tbe CommiTtea oq Fotdfta RelAliouB, ^Ltdi reparlcd 
un&olmQLiAlj la iLs Ehrur; and whoa, some wpcks &fLer. g^vljiff 
IhnB lor [loedohlwrxiLon, il woa brooglit up for ai^ion. it puMd 
vibk cutiro uDanimity. In iUo Uoajwof l^prcoeatfltivcBit vtils pr> 
oedfid by tuauj IjUIs, u ilmt tUero vu donircr thut it jni^ht nob 
heieuhM bcfoTQ Iho udt^ th« aenioa, yat on thavery Isat day 
9p«akGr Colfai roqacvlcd aaaaiiooas cnnecai oi lh« IIoum to taho 
it apcut of H9 ordef, which w&a (!raalo(1» and ihs iv^ulutlun waa 
then rrud thiVA tinufl, and paeaud nannimoaftly. It ka aa ibIlcirH : 

" BtKlvrd, 6y tM Scnato and ITuuk of ReprtKntaiiois of tho 
UniUd ScitUt of An^r^A, «a Cori^tu auanbiftl. Tliat th« thanka 
of CoiigT«9 be. and they hcnbyaiQ, prcHDl«l Ic CyroaW. F!dd 
of Ncw-Vork, lor hla forc^ght, ooon^, and dotcrmuiation Li 
»Uiblkhi[|ff tulceni'^la coiiimuaJcatlon by oLeiui^ of the Alkntlo 
cabit?, Travfrain^ mId-oa?a.a and fWDnoctin^ xho Old M^'orld witb 
the New; and that the Pfesident of ili« United Stutce be ny 
qoeated to cauaa a ^d medal lo tw struck, itHh luitable CXO' 
liUfCOi. dflvice^. and inscriptloos, to ba proaaawd to Ur. FloliL 

" SbC. 3. And bt Ufitr^r rwofwd, Tbat when tha modal ahall 
have boon stnii^ Ihu Praidcal sball cauae a copy uf thu jolat raaoi 
lutlon t> b« ett^ronued on parchment, and diaU tnmmit t)iA nunf*. 
together with iha madaJt (o Hr- Fi^Id, to h« proontod to him la 
the aaLOA of bka peapJ« of lh« Unltod Statee of Amnrico. 

" Ssc^ S- Jruf &tf tf furl^r retttlttd. That a anSdeat flam of 
moMy to cacTT tbU rcsoluliun into eflbcl ia hereby appro|kcifttod 
oai f>f viy money in iho Trcftanry not olhmriae approprfftted- 

"ANDHEW JOHNBOS." 
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Tbl* action nT CimgrPtn Tcmhed Mr. Fipid in Englmd. A* ]]« 
iTDB about roturuin^ lo ATrif'ric-a., I^rd EWbr, sUll al tijc lieod tff 
Ike govcmitK'nt, ■ddmned lo bim the riillowia^ letter; 

8t .TameVa fiquAHE, Mnrc-li 17. lSfl7 
Bnt ; UndcralaDdLa^ lliut rau ptd on tlio paint of rctEitniP|; lo 
tlo I'nllcd fitiklcB, Dfli^r a short YivU to tliia cdUDtrr, I am anikiua 
Ui loko [liu upparninitT of Having to yrmr^'lf, wlint. In tlie Qui>«a'a 
nhiFio, 1 was iLulLiriri^fHl to nrile to tbo CliurumB of tbe BanqntL 
Ucld in Iho autumn al I JvcrTh^ol. tiow muck of tlio Bureise of tbu 
^I'at uiiilLTLiiki^ii^ uf ]n}jii^ tliu Allantlc Cable wdb i^ue to tbu 
encriiy jind [iflrspri'niTir*' wJrh whirli, firun Iho PfTj flrat. in upHo 
nf all 'Jierrtimj^uic-iilri, rou nEllii^rod. to nbd supported tlio prttjoci. 
Vaar nl^nad ^i^rvicva In carrying out llijs j^at undcrLnbiiifi havo 
Iwfii alrpHdy fully ru-n^iml by CoEirrefti; and It tiould liavo 
been vpry ml Ufut^lot-y to the Cjnticn to bnvo Inclrnlnd ynu.F imno 
amonif tlio9o on whcmn in ronuncmoratioa of tblfl jrmit otodI, 
kvr MaJi.'^LY' wita jtltasetl lo bueton' Britlflk honors, it il haU nul 
Ivf n felt ilint. aa * clilfi^n of tha rnU«] STatt^, It would iLHTtllir 
liave l>?j?a rornp^tent to you loacoi>pt tbeai. As long, ho«eTcr,Bii 
Ike tc|i?jjpipliic conimuoicalicn belwepfl tbo Iwo t.!i3iitinenla lasta, 
jour aomu <:ariQOl fikll lu bu konorably aufiudnted >VLtb It- Wlak 
lag yoa a safu and prmpi>rouH rotum to your o^n Fonntr?, 

1 bnvolkc boDOr to bo, cifj ^oiir obedient v^rvaat^ 
Cthub Field, Eaq. Beddt. 



OutitVinj EK tLia \viiot v*6 ftam cucli & eoiirc^^ tlicra ver* 
Bomo in England wIiq felt that tkcm wnA etLIt a debt of hiinor to 
bo paid, whicli rpquiivd Kuno pnkli^? l{allmonlii]- Acirordingly, on 
llr. Field'a iplarn Id London, la 1808^ Hipy prppOTpd for blm an 
impodog; d4>iaoDfltraiion i^tkoforra of ABuiquet, givcnaC WiUia's 
RooTos. on tbo Ctait of Jolj, kt irkl<k wu uwoinbUd ono of tko 
incwt dbtingDlflliod compao^M ik&t erer mTt to do Lunor Vt & 
priv-ato ellUoQ of anf enajtity^ It «mknocd over font buadnvl 
ji:flntltmcii of all runlLa. uuiilbitiB of Bti^to, laciabem of parliament, 
Ihirk Ijordftind CoTriincmH: *'i1lf'P* uf tUnhfmy luid Davy ; i^x^at 
rii|iliakitH — rinrcltiAntji and b,iuki<n; ciftl of jU'ji>(io<j bQd nl 
Infim; tiirrn' r- ■ i-- - -- - -^ < -.-:-—— Tnro miiiier* In 
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vera mwlp tj tlinae mpmbun •tt llie ifovurDmeui — 31r JoUn 
Piikiiiglaur Svcruiaiy *if Slnla fof War ; filr Si»0bfd Nortliwia, 
Secr«tary af Stato fur liidih ^ ika<l Hit .Vbinaili^r ^liloC) fim Bun 
Lurd uf Uio AdnilmLL; ; b> Julia Ilri^tiL^ hj tbo rearmbie Lonl 
8tntl1utttdbKvdoU^»i long till* Driiiiib Mmi£tcraLLinijiAhriUJiU|]t«: 
by M. d« Ldaaep«, tlie projucLor of Lhu Suez Canal, Wlk'> hmd c^me 

Avro Htierw^nl EuLLifCt«l by iho CuiiuuJUtv, nitli iiw iximiuvDU of 
the I»iii1l]u L*rH«j &ad uiiLk« a voJuuio of much inlcrMt, m ■ 
UiuiuaciBl fjftlic jfrviit fiWDt wliicU wu tbiu culebratiid, &iid of tta 
ntfKlLj'. (uum^, ntuJ pcrnvtrancd wUiuU vura tbun hciaorud. 
k WK0 a tribum «ucb as In nircit/ paid to Miy ojun wtiltfl Uvlni^ — 
iiush hoonn gvnerallr b^log rcKrvad Cur lUd deul — onddvlill 
inofe liOQfTrKblc Id thii aac^ tlika Hi the ffivDrt aod the n^ccEvcT, 
La iLiKt Lt WBA paid b^ Lhn ihhi]i1u uf cii« cauiiirj to a ciLi^Kii of 
tU4.»tlLvr— 14 uiui wLo was nj^nlul lu both aa ii^ait *nnnia\iti 

The wcirk, thus hnnnmd b^tbe pabl 1c nf England and AtniiTliTa. 
DbUuDwl It* hiffbtflt rec'i^Dit Ion — that of all Eampa — tA Ibt 
gml Eihibliic^ti in raHs, t^liicli. i^iUei^n^ llio prodai-is of ibr 
^□lanaud aklli Mid InvliLairv nf ilJ iimluuft. rw4ii^i»>d ihe lalxm 
of iDoa of mil cannlrirt, who, by tli*Lr diecoTeriw* or flreat *ciTor- 
prinv, Luul readen^t pmlDcnL ecrrfcee io thfi cauAc of civiUzntloji, 
To Ebla work, tvhlcli imiteii tvo heiiiii4|Tberta, and wlilcb ihoa pnt 
maifld tlia kDnwl«lff«. ihf Lnteny>ur«v and iliu }ifi^i[ilneiM of man- 
kind, it awardod tim C TtAi^n Prtzb. tlie hif^hpet disttnotion It had 
to UfllDW oa llkoflft wlio Ijad becD the leteatnL beneficton ur the 
homao rflfv^ Thkj? waa accnnl*^ j^^lDtly to Mr. F!fIJ, by luiait, 
and la tbs Augla^AmerieaJi and Atlantk Telci^raph Ccnupauiefl, 
tlmvrecc^Kiiida({»aj niu moet duc» thu flctvicuA fiF ihone ;ri«it atm- 
clatLone vf BritLeL caplLaliAt« wldch \\n<] du larudy lupplled the 
ni«ana for tHta paai iindnrtakm^. whjls it g^via the fim pla4» to 
UrtBAa wUjlkad bvuD (L«ir horjic loader, 
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